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This Final General Management Plan / Development Concept Plan / Environmental Impact Statement describes 
three alternatives for cultural and natural resource management. visitor use and interpretation, and related facility 
development at Stones River National Battlefield. Alternative 1 (the National Park Service's proposed action) would 
improve interpretation and the ability of the visitor to experience a “sense of place” within the battlefield. It would 
also preserve additional significant areas of the battlefield heretofore unprotected that have retained historic 
landscape integrity. This would be accomplished by boundary expansion, new exhibits in the visitor center, 
establishmentof a new automobile tour route within the existing and expanded park boundary. and new interpretive 
wayside exhibits. It is recognized that due to impending development, boundary expansion authority and related 
funding may not proceed with sufficientspeed to fully implement alternative |. Implementationwould occur initially 
with those elements of the alternative that can proceed without further congressional authorization. Alternative 2 
would improve interpretationand the visitor experience within the authorized boundary of the park. This would be 
accomplished by providing new exhibits in the visitor center, establishing a new automobile tour route within the 
park, and providing new wayside exhibits. Alternative 3 (continuation of existing conditions) would represent no 
significant change in interpretation and the way the park is being managed and no change in the authorized park 
boundary. Under all alternatives, there would be an emphasis on working with local agencies, groups, and 
landowners to preserve and protect lands that retain historic landscape integrity within the original battlefield, but 
outside the park boundary. 


Environmental impacts that would result from implementation of the alternatives are addressed in the document. 
Impact topics include cultural and natural resources, interpretation and visitor use, socioeconomic environment, and 
National Park Service operations. 


The Draft General Management Plan/ Development Concept Plan/ Environmental Impact Statement was available 
for public review from June 10, 1997, to September 12, 1997. Comments and responses on that draft are presented 
in this document. This final document reflects the substantive comments and concerns received during the comment 
period, and the text has been refined and clarified where necessary. 


After careful consideration of comments received, alternative | remains the proposal of the National Park Service. 
The Park Service supports this pruposal because it provides the best opportunity for the preservation and 
interpretation of nationally significant land. Approximately 30 days after the release of this document, a record of 
decision will be signed identifying the approved plan. 


For further information concerning this document, please contact: 
Superintendent 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail: stri_administration@nps.gov 





United States Department of the Interior « National Park Service 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 


Throughout the document, a distinction is made between the original battlefield 
and Stones River National Battlefield (the park). 


Original Battlefield — General area over which the Battle of 
Stones River took place from December 31, 1862, to January 2, 
1863 = 4,099 acres. 


Stones River National Battlefield (The Park) — Land within the 
currently authorized boundary = 712 acres (including National 
Park Service land — 520 acres at the time of this writing; city and 
county land — 20 acres; and privately owned land — 172 acres). A 
total of 35 acres of the park, including Lunette Palmer, Lunette 
Tt.omas, and Curtain Wall No. 2 of Fortress Rosecrans (26 acres), 
and Redoubt Brannan of Fortress Rosecrans (9 acres) lie outside 
the original battlefield. Thus, 677 acres, or 17%, of the original 
battlefield are within the authorized boundary of the park. 
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SUMMARY 


This Final General Management Plan / Development Concept Plan / Environn\.\tal Impact 
Statement for Stones River National Battlefield comes at a critical time in the park’s history. The 
park is located in Rutherford County, one of the fastest growing counties in the country. Large 
sections of the original battlefield have already been developed and are being planned for 
development as residential, commercial, or industrial properties. At the same time, the state of 
Tennessee and local communities are attempting to increase tourism and reap the associated 
benefits. As part of this effort, important strides are being made to interpret Civil War resources 
on a region! basis. The National Park Service has been a partner in this endeavor and seeks to 
continue in this role. 


This document contains three alternatives for managing the national battlefield, along with their 
environmental consequences. 


Alternative 1. The emphasis of alternative | , the National Park Service’s proposed action, is two- 
fold: (1) to preserve a larger area of the original battlefield, and (2) to improve interpretation and 
the ability of the visitor to experience a “sense of place” within the battlefield. The park boundary 
would be expanded to include a total of 1,471 acres, more than doubling the size of the park, and 
including an area heretofore outside the boundary of the national battlefield on which a major part 
of the baitle’s story occurred. Visitor understanding and appreciation of the battle and its 
consequences would be enhanced by coming into contact with a larger portion of the battlefield 
via an expanded automobile tour route with interpretive wayside exhibits. To the greatest extent 
possible, the landscape would be maintained to approximate an 1860s era appearance. New 
interpretive media would be provided in the visitor center. Boundary expansion would occur only 
after congressional authorization. However, due to impending development, boundary expansion 
authority and related funding may not proceed with sufficient speed to fully implement alternative 
|. Implementation would begin with those actions that could occur without further authorization. 


Alternative 2. The emphasis of alternative 2 is to improve interpretation and the visitor 
experience within the currently authorized boundary of the park. The landscape would be 
mainta:ned to approximate an | 860s era appearance. The visitor experience would be improved 
by providing new interpretive media in the visitor center and by establishing a new automobile 
tour route with wayside exhibits within the park. 


Alternative 3. The emphasis of alternative 3 would be to continue with the current management 
direction. There would be no significant change in interpretation and the way the park is being 
managed and no change in the authorized park boundary. Some necessary actions would be 
undertaken to help improve the battlefield’s interpretation and links to the community. 


In al! alternatives, park staff would continue to work with the local community to achieve park 
management objectives. 
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INTRODUCTION 


PARK LOCATION AND ACCESS 


Stones River National Battlefield is located in 
central Tennessee, in Rutherford County, on the 
western edge of the city of Murfreesboro, 
approximately 30 miles southeast of Nashville 
(see the Region map). The current authorized 
boundary encompasses 712 acres, consisting of 
SIX separate units. Primary access to the park is 
via State Route 840 (S.R. 840), to U.S. Route 
41/70S (Broad Street), to Thompson Lane, to 
Old Nashville Highway, to the park visitor 
center. Secondary access is via Interstate 24 (I- 
24), to State Route 96 (Old Fort Parkway), to 
Thompson Lane. to Old Nashville Highway and 
the visitor center. S.R. 840. a new beltway 
around Nashville, is an important feeder route 
for the park because it intersects Interstate 40, 
the major east-west highway through Tennessee, 
and I-24 and U.S. 41/70S just northwest of the 
park. 


BATTLE OF STONES RIVER 


The Battle of Stones River occurred over a 
three-day period from December 31, 1862, to 
January 2, 1863. It was waged over an area of 
approximately 4,000 acres west of 
Murfreesboro. In this battle, nearly 83,000 men 
fought, and more than 23,000 became casualties. 
There was no clear tactical victor. However, the 
Confederate forces left the Union troops in 
command of the field. The battle b. »osted morale 
in the North, Lincoln strengthened his position, 
and the Army of the Cumberland constructed 
Fortress Rosecrans, a large supply depot, which 
fueled the army's drive to Chattanooga and 
Atlanta. 


The battle tactics can be described as a 
progression in six phases (see the corresponding 
Major Battle Action Zones diagrams). The first 
five phases occurred on the first day of the 
battle. There was essentially no fighting on the 
second day. The sixth and final phase occurred 


* 
J 


on the third day. The locations of some of the 
most significant actions and sites associated with 
the battle are shown on the Significant Actions 
and Sites at the Battle of Stones River map. 


LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND 


In 1862, Congress passed legislation creating 
national cemeteries, one of which was 
established on the battlefield at Stones River. 
This national cemetery would eventually serve 
as the nucleus for the military park and help 
define where land acquisition would initially 
occur. 


In 1897, legislation was introduced that would 
have designated 3,100 acres as a military park at 
Stones River, and would have preserved most of 
the original battlefield. However, nearby 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 
Military Park was created in 1890 to honor the 
Army of the Cumberland and the Army of 
Tennessee — the same two forces that had 
fought at Stones River. Thus the political 
climate was not right to create another military 
park, and the 1897 legis!ation was not approved. 
Other legislation for boundary expansion was 
introduced at various times between 1897 and 
1927, but also failed to pass. 


Finally, on March 3, 1927, Stones River 
National Battlefield was established as a national 
military park under the control of the secretary 
of war (44 Stat. 1399). This legislation 
recognized the significance of sites throughout 
the original battlefield by providing for the 
marking of troop movements and important 
battle events. However, only about 350 acres of 
the original battlefield in the vicinity of the 
national cemetery were acquired and protected. 
This omitted numerous significant sites of the 
battle, iacluding lands south of Manson Pike. 


In June 1933, the park was transferred to the 
National Park Service under the U.S. 








PURPOSE OF AND NEED FOR THE PLAN 


Department of the Interior. On April 22, 1960, 
the park was expanded and redesignated as 
Stones River National Battlefield (74 Stat. 82). 
In addition, the secretary of the interior was 
directed to administer, protect, and develop the 
battlefield in accordance with the provisions of 
the National Park Service organic act of August 
25, 1916. 


[he battlefield’s authorized boundary was 
expanded in 1987 (Public Law 100-205) and in 
1991 (Public Law 102-225). Among other 
provisions in the 199] legislation, the secretary 
of the interior was directed to update the 1980 
General Management Pian on or before March 
31, 1993. However, as a result of scoping the 
needs for the park. and the encouragement by 
members of the former Civil War Sites Advisory 
Commission that there appeared to be an 
opportunity to preserve additional battletield 
lands that are vital to interpreting to visitors the 
story of the battle. it was evident thai more time 
and effort would be required to prepare a new 
general management plan than updating the 
1980 plan. Appendix A contains a copy of the 
above-cited enabiing legislation. 


PURPOSE AND NEED 


In addition to legislation expanding the 
boundary and to the direction given by Congress 
to update the general management plan, 
important issues regarding resource protection 
and the effectiveness of the interpretive program 
have arisen. This general manageinent plan will 
guide the management of natural and cultural 
resources, visitor use and interpretation, and the 
development of necessary and appropriate 
facilities. 


As part of this general management plan, an 
environmental impact statement has been 
prepared in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and 
regulations of the Council on Environmental 
Quality (90 CFR 1508.9). It will help NPS 
officials make decisions for the park that are 
based on an understanding of environmental 
consequences and the actions that preserve, 
protect, and enhance the environment. 
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Major Battle Action Zones 


The following diagrams describe the 
progression of the battle by way of six 
major action zones which bave been 
superimposed onto the original battlefield. 


Union and Confederate Lines Before the 
Battle: 

Union and Confederate positions on the morning of 
December 31, 1862, set the stage for the ensuing fight. 








north 


Start of Battle: 

© ‘oth armies moved into action in the early a 
morning hours on December 31. The Confederate , 
army moved first, catching Union forces by surprise \ FZ 
and forcing them to conduct a fighting retreat toward . 

the Nashville Pike. eb 

t - \ Stones River 








Initial Stages of Battle: 
Unsuccessful attempts were made by Union 





forces to establish a defensive line. The Union forces 
continued to retreat, and several unsuccessful attempts 
were made to stabilize Union lines. 
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qum~eeme Acti0ri ZONES 
Original battlefield area 
| | Stones River National Bat'lefield 


(Publicly and privately owned 
lands within authorized boundary) 





Union Defensive Stand: 


A series of events allowed Union forces to form a 
strong defensive position and turn back determined 
Confederate assaults. Still, Confederate forces 


continued to push Union forces back toward the 
Nashville Pike. 











Union forces were able to stop retreating and to 
reorganize. They formed defensive positions which 


stopped the Confederate advances. This ended the first 
day of battle. 
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me Zone 6 

Conclusion of Battle: | \\ 

On January 2, the battle resumed with Qs 
Confederate forces under Major General John C. . ep XA\ 
Breckinridge attacking Union forces. Union forces were - Qo) 
strengthened by massed artillery. The Confederate . ~ ~ 
assault was driven back, and Union forces took the | 


offensive, thus ending the battle. 


Stones River 
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Resecrans's Headquarters: 
Monument representing the headquarters 
site of Union commander Major General 
William S. Rosecrans, which was actually 
south of this site in the present quarry 





Bragg's 1st Headquarters: 
Unmarked site of Confederate 
commander General Braxton Bragg's 
headquarters at the start of the battle on 
December 31, 1862. Here he made plans and 
issued orders to his troops for the first day of battle 





James House: 

Headquarters for Confederate corps 
commander Lieutenant General Leonidas 
Polk during the battle. His forces were 
involved in the fighting at the Round Forest 





McCulloch House: 

Headquarters for Confederate corps 
commander Lieutenant General William 
J. Hardee. From this point, Confederate 
forces began their attack toward Major General 
Alexander McCook's Union forces 





Start of Battle: 

Site of where advancing Confederate 
troops first encountered Union forces 
under the command of Brigadier General 
Richard W Johnson on December 31. The Union 
forces began to fall back under the Confederate 
onslaught after taking heavy losses 





Harding House Site / Brick Kiln Site: 
Scene of heavy fighting during the initial 
Confederate attack as Confederate Colonel 
Arthur M Manigault and Brigadier 
General J. Patton Anderson attacked the forces of 
both Union commanders Brigadier General Joshua 
Sill and Colonel George Roberts. The Confederates 
forced the Union troops to retreat, and at one point 
Colonel George W Roberts’ troops were being fired 
upon from three sides by Confederate forces 




















SEERA, 
SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS AND SITES AT THE BATTLE OF STONES RIVER 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee * December 31, 1862 - January 2, 1863 


se 


Gresham Heuse Site: 

Site ot heavy fighting during the intial 
stages of the battle, house served as a 
Union field hospital 





General Sills Death Site: 

Site where Unson commander Sill was 
killed A detail of men was assigned to 
carry the general's body to the Gresham 
house but abandoned the corpse as they fled from 
oncoming Confederate forces 


General Smith House: 

Site of heavy fighting on the first day of 
battle as Confederate forces began their 
drive toward the Nashville Pike 


Jenkins House: 

Temporary field hospital that stood in the 
midst of the fighting as Union forces 
under McCook were pushed back by 
Hardee's men on December 31 


Blanton House Site: 

An area near the Wilkinson Pike where 
bitter fighting occurred on the first day of 
battle as Union forces conducted a 
fighting retreat toward the Nashville Pike 


Round Forest Hazen Monument: 
The only site where the Union held their 
position throughout the first day of battle 
Massed Union artillery broke up a series 
of Confederate attacks launched against this 
position in 1863, on this site, survivors of Colonel 
William B Hazen’'s Union brigade erected what is 
now the nation’s oldest intact Civil War monument 

















Cowan House Site: 

Farm where Confederate troops were 
forced to maneuver around the 
structures, and in doing so, became 
disorganized This confusion, along with withering 
Union artillery fire, kept the Confederate forces from 
successfully assaulting the Union positions at the 
Round Forest 


Toll House Site: 
Site where Umon forces were able to 
stapilize a defensive line against the 


onslaughi of Confederate troops 


Colonel Garesche's Death Site: 

Site where Colonel Julius Garesche, 
Rosecrans's chief of staff, was decapitated 
by a cannonball dunng the fighting near 
the Round Forest on the first day of battle. His body 
was found after the fighting by Colonel Hazen near 
the tracks of the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad 


Asbury Lane: 

Road that became a critical escape route 
for Union forces and McCook's wagon 
train as the Confederate onslaught 
advanced toward the Nashville Pike. During the fi: st 
day of battle heavy fighting occurred along the road 
and became a mass of confusion with soldiers 
retreating while officers attempted to establish a 
"mon defensive line 


Widow Burris House: 

Point of the Union defensive line along 
Asbury Lane where Union forces under 
Major General Thomas Crittenden went 
into action against Confederate forces (Union forces 
were pushed back after bitter fighting The house 
served as a minor field hospital during the battle 








Chicago Board of Trade Battery: 
Site where six guns opened fire on 
Confederate forces to halt their advance 
as fleeing Union troops broke from the 
cedars and crossed the nearby open field 





Intersection of Nashville Pike (Old 
Nashville Highway) and Asbury Lane: 
Scene of hard fighting on the first day of 
battle where Union forces were able to 
sustain a determined defense and halt Confederate 


troops 


Hord House: 

House on Nashville Pike that stood 

behind Union lines and served as the 

main field hospital. Confederate cavalry 
briefiy threatened this position during the first day of 
battle but were pushed back by Union cavalry and 
infantry 


Bragg's 2nd Headquarters: 

Marked site of the second headquarters 

for General Bragg. Here he planned 

the strategy for the battle's continuation 
on January 2, 1863 


Breckinridge's Attack / Mendenhall's 


Artillery: 

Site of a Confederate attack that pushed 

Union forces back until Major John 
Mendenhall’s massed artillery of nearly 60 guns 
smashed the Confederate assault and drove them 
back with losses of 1,800 men killed or wounded in 
less than an hour of fighting 


McFadden’s Ford: 

Site of a Confederate assault on January 2, 
where Union artillery broke up the 
Confederate attack as they reached the ford 
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PARK PURPOSE AND NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 


An understanding of park purpose and significance provides the basis for subsequent management 
actions. The following statements on purpose and significance were derived from an analysis of park 
legislation and resource values. 


* The purpose of Stones River National Battlefield is to preserve and interpret the battlefield of 
Stones River, to mark the significant sites, and to promote understanding and appreciation of the 
battle and related events. 


The Battle of Stones River is nationally significant for the following reasons: 


* Stones River was a major battle of the Union western campaign that resulted in the occupation of 
Murfreesboro and the control of the productive agricultural land and supply network of central 
Tennessee. 

* The battle marked the commencement of the Union army’s campaign that resulted in the “March to 
the Sea,” and at the same time marked the end of the Confederate army’s attempt to move into 
Kentucky and the North. 

* The battle was psychologicaliy and politically important for the Union and had a profound influence 
on the North not losing other states, such as Kentucky, to the Confederacy. The battle also 
influenced President Abraham Lincoln’s future and the role of England and France in the war. 

* The site is sacred ground, where nearly 83,000 men fought and more than 23,000 became casualties. 
For the Union army, the rate of casualties was the highest of any battle in the war. For the 
Confederate army, due to the massing of Union artillery, the casualty rate was second only to the 
Battle of Gettysburg. 

* The two armies were evenly matched and used similar strategies and tactics. Although both armies 
needed a victory, there was no clear tactical victor. However, the Confederate forces left the Union 
troops in command of the field, and the Union could claim victory. 


Hazen Monument is the nation’s oldest intact Civil War monument. 


Stones River National Cemetery is the site of more than 6,000 Union interments, and represents a 
19th century design that formally memorialized the country’s war dead. 


Fortress Rosecrans fulfilled a strategic supply function for the Union's drive to Chattanooga and 
Atlanta. It was one of the largest enclosed earthwork fortifications built during the Civil War. Remnants 
of the fortress exist within the current boundary. 











VISION FOR THE PARK 


The vision of the future for the Stones River Nationa! Battlefield is a nondistracting environment where 
visitors can 


* contemplate the sacredness of the battlefield 
¢ understand and appreciate the Battle of Stones River and its significance 
* experience a personal connection with this past human conflict 


This vision, to be accomplished through cooperative efforts between the National Park Service and local 
communities, has helped guide the formulation of alternatives in this general management plan. 
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 


The management objectives are statements of ° 
desired conditions for the park's interpretation 

and visitor use, natural and cultural resources. 

and related lands. The actions proposed relate to ° 
one Or More management objective. 


INTERPRETATION 

¢ Interpret the Battle of Stones River within 
the context of the Western Theater and the 
Civil War. 

¢ Provide visitors the opportunity to 
understand the objectives, strategies. and 


tactics of the battle. 


* Provide an atmosphere at a series of 


Maintain the open space and mark the sites 
of Rosecrans’s and Bragg’s headquarters. 


Preserve the 1892 design of the national 
cemetery s landscape and the 1860s design 
of the Hazen Monument, and maintain a 
quiet, reflective, and reverent atmosphere. 


Preserve and stabilize remnants of Redoubt 
Brannan, Lunettes Palmer and Thomas, and 
Curtain Wall No. 2. 


Provide controlled access to earthworks to 
interpret the fort (Fortress Rosecrans) and 
allow visitors to understand the extent of 
the fortifications and their significance. 


Develop preservation/mitigation strategies 
with landowners and local governments to 


Vignettes/sites that allows the visitor to ADJACENT LANDS 
visualize the rural setting at the time of the 

battle, to understand the battle events, and ° 

to contemplate the sacredness of the 

ground. 


CULTURAL LANDSCAPE 


* Preserve a core segment of the Stones River ° 
battlefield, representative of major battle 
action, in a way that allows visitors to 
visualize and imagine the influence of 
landscape features on the strategy and ° 
outcome of the battle. 


¢ To the greatest extent practicable, preserve 
and restore to a general 1860s appearance 
the land within the authorized boundary of 
the national battlefield. 


achieve the general appearance of an 
agricultural landscape as viewed from 
interpretive areas within the national 
battlefield. 


Encourage creation of a park-like 
experience in corridors linking 
noncontiguous units. 


Encourage interpretation of the greater 
battlefield through cooperation with 
landowners and local government agencies. 
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES 


Interpretation is a process of education designed 
to stimulate curiosity and convey ideas and 
information to people. It is part of the visitor 
experience. The National Park Service uses 
interpretive themes as a framework from which 
interpretive programming can be developed. The 
significance of Stones River National Battlefield 
is represented within the NPS revised thematic 
framework under the following category: IV. 
“Shaping the Political Landscape” — i.e., the 
political landscape has been shaped by military 
events and decisions. 


The interpretive themes presented here are 
Statements about the significance of the Battle of 
Stones River. These themes and subthemes 
suggest what stories should be told and what 
visitors should have the opportunity to learn 
while at the park. 


Theme 1: Stones River was one of the major 
Civil War battles — in size, complexity, and 
long-term results. 


Subthemes: 


¢ At Stones River, 83,000 men fought for 3 
days over an area of 4,000 acres under 
adverse mid-winter conditions. The number 
of casualties, 23,000 men, is comparable to 
the number of casualties at Antietam and 
Shiloh. 


¢ Massing large numbers of artillery pieces 
saved the battle for Union forces. 


¢ Stones River is representative of the strategy, 
organization and tactics, logistics, and 
technology/communications (including 
military music and field telegraph) used 
during the American Civil War. 
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Theme 2: The Battle o! Stones River 
significantly changed the course of the Civil 
War by shifting momentum from 
Confederate to Union and providing a timely 
boost for the Union cause. 


Subthemes: 


¢ The battle stopped Confederate efforts to 
regain much of middle Tennessee and 
threaten Nashville, and gave the Unioa 
control of the productive agricultural land 
and the vital transportation/supply network 
of central Tennessee and northern 
Mississippi/Alabama/ Georgia. 


¢ The battle gave a much needed boost 
[psychological, political, diplomatic] to the 
Union cause after recent election results, 
defeat at Fredericksburg, and major reverses 


in the Vicksburg campaign. 


Theme 3: The battle profoundly affected the 
lives of countless people — civilian as well as 
military. 


Subthemes: 


¢ The rate of casualties was enormous: for the 
Union army, it was the highest of the war; 
for the Confederate army, due to massed 
artillery fire, it was second only to 


Gettysburg. 


¢ The sounds, music, sights, smells, “the 
horror” of battle left indelible impressions 


upon the participants. 


¢ The battle illustrated the poignancy of split 


loyalties that were common in the Civil War. 


e.g., divided families, communities, and 
States. 


* The battle engaged people of diverse racial. 
ethnic, and religious backgrounds. 


/0 
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Theme 4: The rural landscape of Stones 
River battlefield — especialiy its terrain, 
vegetation, and features — notably 
influenced the battle. 


Subthemes: 


* Roads, cedar woods, landforms, rock 
outcrops, structures, and the river disrupted 
and channeled troop movements. 


* Most of the approximately 25 homes on the 
battlefield were used as field headquarters 
and hospitals. 


Theme 5: Stones River National Battlefield 
represents an important early effort in the 
movement toward battlefield commemoration 
in the United States. 


Subthemes: 


¢ Veterans of this battle and concerned citizens 
acted very early to commemorate Stones 
River by constructing the Hazen Monument, 
establishing the national cemetery, and 
providing information and monumentation 
(by the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad 
officials). 


¢ These early commemoration efforts 
eventually led to legislation/authorization for 
Stones River National Battlefield in 1927. 





* Stones River National Battlefield represents 
only a small portion (17%) of the original 
battle area, where land use change from rural 
to commercial, industrial, and residential is 
occurring at a rapid rate; the National Park 
Service cooperates with local communities in 
preserving the surviving integrity of the 
battlefield and the general appearance of the 
1860s agricultural landscape. 


Theme 6: The Confederate army’s 
withdrawal from the area after the battle 
allowed Union forces to build Fortress 
Rosecrans, a major supply/logistics/ 
transportation base, and to affect 
Murfreesboro throughout the rest of the Civil 
War. 


Subthemes: 


¢ Fortress Rosecrans, with its multiple curtain 
walls, redoubts, and lunettes was one of the 
largest Civil War earthen fortifications of its 
type. 


¢ Throughout the Civil War, civilian lives 
were disrupted by continued military 
activity. 


¢ Major Union presence from 1863 through 
the end of the war adversely affected the area 
because of raids, minor battles, and general 
disruption of the regional economy and the 
lives of resident families. 
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PLANNING ISSUES AND CONCERNS 





Following are the major issues and concerns difficult for visitors to understand the 
identified during the public scoping process and battle. 
addressed in this general management plan. 

¢ The need for more community “green space” 


¢ Pians for resource protection/management, leads to increased demand for the national 
visitor use, interpretation, and facility battlefield for activities such as jogging, 
development for much of the land within picnicking, camping, sunbathing, group bike 
recently authorized and expanded park touring, weddings, and kite flying. The sum 
boundaries do not exist. of these activities is incompatible with the 
park purposes of interpretation and resource 
¢ Visitors leave the park and its environs with protection. 
a poor understanding of the battle, for a 
number of reasons: ¢ Nonnative species (i.e., Japanese 
honeysuckle, privet hedge, kudzu) are 
The tour route leaves out important detracting from the ability to interpret and 
resources, bears little relationship to the preserve battlefield resources, including 
battle sequence, and lacks a coherent earthworks, are inducing change in the 
interpretive purpose or theme. cultural landscape, and may be adversely 
affecting the cedar glade habitat and 
Informational and interpretive signs in threatened or endangered species such as the 
the park are inadequate, and wayside Tennessee coneflower (Echinacea 
exhibits are obsolete, inaccurate, fennesseensis). 


ineffective, and incomplete. 
¢ River flooding results in resource alteration 


The audiovisual program is outdated. and damage to facilities, such as the retaining 

wall at the Artillery Monument. The 
Although the authorized boundary retaining wall and spring are modern 
encompasses 712 acres, only about 520 intrusions constructed during the 1970s, and 
acres are federally owned and publicly are inappropriate components of the cultural 
accessible, thus limiting opportunities landscape. These modern elements make it 
for NPS onsite interpretation. Of that difficult to interpret the battle story at this 
figure, only 489 acres, or 12%, of the location. 


original battlefield are federally owned. 
¢ The protection, display, storage. 
Park lands are not contiguous. From one preservation, and documentation of park 
unit to the next there are major discon- collections are inadequate. 
tinuities in land use/visitor experience. 
¢ Access to parking areas at noncontiguous 


Much of the landscape outside the park sites such as the Rosecrans’s Headquarters 
has changed significantly since the site, the national cemetery, and the Hazen 
battle, even in agricultural areas. Patterns Monument ts unsafe due to the volume of 
of field/forest have changed. Land use is feeder road traffic. Heavy traffic also makes 
changing from rural to urban and pedestrian crossings on Old Nashville 
commercial. This diminishes the Highway increasingly unsafe. 


battlefield’s integrity. and makes it 
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Thompson Lane provides greater access to 
battletield lands tor development. and will 
increase the level of traffic along feeder 
roads, particularly Manson Pike and Old 
Nashville Highway. S.R 840 will promote 
commercial and industrial development 
along U.S. 41/70S/ Northwest Broad Street 
In addition, increasing urban development 
west of the park and I-24 ts expected to 
significantly increase traffic along Manson 
Pike. This potential increase in development 
and trattic could have an adverse effect on 
resources, air quality, visitor expertence. and 
safety. as historic corridors continue to lose 
their integrity. 


While some land uses surrounding the park 
are incompatible with park objectives tor 
preserving the historic scene and providing a 
quality visitor experience, there are lands in 
the original battlefield that retain integrity. 
and if protected. could enhance interpretation 
and the visitor experience. In addition, new 
highway construction and other factors are 
increasing the pressure tor development of 
those lands within the original battlefield that 
retain integrity. 


However, especially with respect to land use 
and development design guidelines, the park. 
coun, and city do not | ave a compre- 
hensive approach to conserve the battlefield 
and related resources in the face of rapid land 


use change 


Increased commercial and residential use on 
lands adjacent to the park boundary would 
result in notse levels that could adversely 
attect the visitor experience within the park. 
[he solitude that is desirable for visitors at 
the Hazen Monument and the national 
cemetery 1s continuously interrupted by the 
sights and sounds of adjacent land use. 


A telecommunications tower has recently 
been constructed along Manson Pike, and ts 
visible trom Redoubt Brannan and the 
southeast corner of the main section of the 
park. Another tower, which might also be in 
the park's viewshed., has been proposed 
along Old Nashville Highway There tsa 
potential for more such structures to be 
constructed near the park, resulting tn 
adverse impacts on park values as additional 
modern intrusions on the historic scene. 

















McCulloch House 





3EST COPY AVAILABLE 4 














BUANIS PAGE 











ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION 


CONCEPT Stones River and to understand the battle in a 

more holistic way than is possible at present. 
The emphasis of the proposed action is to Lands where significant events that shaped the 
preserve a larger area of the original battlefield outcome of the battle, and where significant 
and to create a “sense of place” where visitors figures such as General Sill were killed, would 
can better understand and appreciate the battle be interpreted. The proposed action would be 
and its role in the Civil War. The proposal accomplished through boundary expansion and 
encompasses lands that afford vistas comparable land acquisition, restoration to a general 1860s 
to the most dramatic vistas on any major Civil era landscape, new exhibits, and a new tour 
War battlefield. It would allow visitors to route. 


appreciate the immense scale of the Battle of 

















Battlefield landscape south of Manson Pike 


LAND PROTECTION Other lands were also desirable for inclusion, 

but current use indicated that if that were to 
General occur, it would likely take place over the long 

term. Still other lands of the original battlefield 
The planning team evaluated the entire original were determined unnecessary to include from an 
battlefield to determine what opportunities interpretive standpoint and inappropriate due to 
existed for additional interpretation and the current level of development or the location, 
preservation. During this process, which such as a large segment severed from the rest of 
included application of the “National Park the battlefield by I-24. The Land Protection - 
Service Criteria for Boundary Adjustments” Alternative 1: Proposed Action map displays 
(NPS 1991a), it became evident that certain these categories. The criteria for boundary 
additional lands were appropriate for inclusion adjustments includes the following: 


in the national battlefield as soon as possible. 
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¢ The property contains significant 
resources Or opportunities for public 
enjoyment related to park purpose. 


¢ The property would be feasible to 
administer considering size, config- 
uration, ownership, costs, and other 
factors. 


¢ Other alternatives for management and 
resource protection are not adequate. 


The boundaries shown on the Land Protection 
map are conceptual at this stage of planning. 
New legislation would be required to expand the 
park boundary, and a more precise boundary 
would be determined at the time legislation ts 
being prepared. 


The authorized boundary of Stones River 
National Battlefield encompasses 712 acres, 
including 677 acres of the original battlefield, 
and 35 acres associated with Fortress Rosecrans, 
which lies just east of the original battlefield. As 
of the writing of this document, 520 acres were 
tederally owned; 20 acres were owned by the 
city and county: and 172 acres were privately 
owned. Federal acquisition of additional land 
within the authorized boundary would continue 
as funding becomes available. 


Proposed Additions 


Lands that should be added to the national 
battlefield as soon as possible retain, for the 
most part, remarkable historic landscape 
integrity and are generally threatened with 
development. !n concert with existing park 
lands, they would provide the opportunity for 
visitors to access additional battle-related sites 
and scenes that would foster a greater 
appreciation of the scale of the battle, and 
specific sites of intense fighting. The proposed 
lands total 759 acres, which would bring the 
total acreage of the national battlefield to 1,471, 
including 1,436 acres, or 36% of the original 
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battlefield. Legislation would be required to 
establish a new boundary and to authorize land 
acquisition. These lands, consisting of five 
separate parcels, are generally depicted on the 
Land Protection map as proposed additions. All 
five parcels are part of the original battlefield, 
meet the above criteria for boundary adjust- 
ments, are contiguous with the authorized park 
boundary, and would serve to more effectively 
fulfill the parks management objectives. 
Reasons for selecting the individual parcels are 
stated herein. 


Parcel | 

¢ Lands on which heavy fighting occurred 
during the opening phase of the ba‘tle 
where Confederate forces successfully 
attacked and began their collapse of the 
Union right wing on the first day. 


¢ Includes the following significant sites: 
Gresham House site (the main Union 
hospital for the right wing) 
General Sill’s death site 
Harding House site 
’ Brick kiln site 
Site of General Sheridan’s stand 


¢ The terrain is very different from any that 
is currently contained within the park, and 
provides the visitor a sense of the broad 
scale and scope of the battle, containing 
the most dramatic views anywhere on the 
original battlefield. 


¢ There are significant opportunities to 
interpret the initial battle stages that are 
not available in the existing park. 


* Protects much of the historic Wilkinson 
Pike corridor (Manson Pike), which was 
the scene of severe fighting as 
Confederate forces continued to push 
back the Union troops, and which was 
used extensively for east-west troop 
movements by both sides. 














Parcel 2 


On the eve of battle, the Confederate line 
straddled historic Wilkinson Pike here. 
Troops of Brig. Gen. J. Patton Anderson's 
brigade spent the night of December 30, 
1862, here. In the morning, on December 
31, the Confederate left led the attack on 
the Union right. As the front advanced, 
troops under Anderson moved on the 
Union center, where Brig. Gen. James 
Negley’s and Brig. Gen. Philip Sheridan’s 
Divisions collapsed in the Slaughter Pen, 
the area of fierce fighting that occurred in 
the vicinity of Wilkinson Pike. At the 
time of the battle, the area north of 
Wilkinson Pike was open field, and the 
land to the south was dense cedar and oak 
forest. 


Preserves the viewshed from the proposed 
first stop along the new tour route which 
depicts the eve of battle. The viewshed is 
also that from the Union perspective 
facing the onslaught of the Confederates 
driving Negley and Sheridan back in the 
Slaughter Pen. The Union’s holding 
action here enabled Maj. Gen. William S. 
Rosecrans to reinforce his right flank and 
save the Union army from a rout. 


Parcel 3 


An area of intense fighting curing the 
Confederate thrust (outflanking 
maneuver) that forced Rosecrans to fall 
back to the area of historic Nashville Pike 
(Old Nashville Highway). 


Provides the opportunity to interpret how 
dense thickets of cedar stowed the 
Contederate advance, virtually halted 
their artillery, and prevented them from 
gaining control of the Nashville Pike. 
Waters’s Alabama Battery was halted here 
and unable to contribute to the 
Confederate assault. 


Parcel 4 


Preserves the “highwater mark” of the 
Confederate flanking movement, and the 
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successful Union defensive position at 
Nashville Pike. 


¢ Preserves the historic road corridor that 
was crucial for the arrival of Union troops 
prior to the battle, and the withdrawal of 
Confederate troops after the battle, in 
addition to serving as the critical battle 
line on December 31. 


Parcel 5 

¢ Confederate forces advanced across this 
area in the attack on the Round Forest. 
The Confederatc’s futile attacks on the 
Round Forest, stalled by Colonel Hazen’s 
dogged defense, resulted in tremendous 
losses of Tennesseeans and Mississippians 
under Donelson and Chalmers. The Union 
army continued to hold the Nashville Pike 
and the Louisville & Chattanooga rail 
line, which were crucial to the outcom< of 
the battle. 


¢ Provides a transition for the park visitor 
from a modern landscape to a commem- 
orative landscape, and from a busy five- 
lane thoroughfare to the two-lane Old 
Nashville Highway, which remains in its 
historic alignment. This is the primary 
entrance to the national battlefield for 
visiturs arriving from S.R. 840, I-24, U.S. 
41/70S, and Thompson Lane. 


These parcels of land would be included within 
the national battlefield only if Congress 
authorizes boundary expansion. Fair market 
value would be offered to each landowner. Fair 
market value is typically determined using the 
most current sales information from multiple 
properties in reasonable proximity having 
physical and legal characteristics comparable to 
the property in question. Since fair market value 
changes over time, and the purchase price would 
be determined by an appraisal at the time of 
acquisition, it is impossible to estimate the cost 
of land acquisition at this time. As a reference 
point, the county's appraised value of properties 
contained in the proposed additions for 
alternative | is $3,179,400. This figure is based 
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on county reports dated as recently as March 13. 
1998. The National Park Service recognizes that 
the county-appraised values may reflect only a 
portion of what constitutes fair market value. 
since land values are rapidly increasing in this 
area, uuderscoring the reality that fair markc: 
value can be determined only at time of 
acquisition. 


The primary source of funds for land acquisition 
is appropriation/allocation from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund by the U.S. Congress. 
landowners are concerned that the NPS 
acquisition process can be prolonged. It may not 
be possible for boundary expansion authority 
and related tunding to proceed with sufficient 
speed to fully implement alternative | before the 
opportunity 1s lost, especially in the important 
area below Manson Pike. If unable to fully 
implement alternative |, the National Park 
Service would work with the community to 
prcetect and interpret extant sites within the core 
battlefield area. 


Protection Study Areas 


Lands were also identified that, if acquired and 
restored as necessary at some future time, would 
fill obvious gaps in the battlefield landscape. 
resulting in an essentially contiguous national 
hattlefield, would allow for uninterrupted views 
over areas of troop movements and engage- 
ments, and would provice additional public 
access to specific battle sites. These lands, 
depicted on the Land Protection map as 
protection study areas and described below, 
comprise approximately 300 acres. 


Commercial and industrial properties along 
U.S. 41/708. The Union Left Wing under Maj. 
Gen. Thomas Crittenden spent the night of 
December 30 in this area, preparing to mount an 
attack in the morning. When the Union right 
was surprised by the early Confederate attack, 
Rosecrans, not knowing the degree to which his 
army was collapsing, assumed that his plan 
would move forward. When he finally realized 
that the Right Wing under Maj. Gen. Alexander 


McCook was losing ground, he ordered two of 
Brig. Gen. Thomas Wood's brigades from the 
left to move to reinforce McCook, and the 
remaining division oi Brig. Gen. John Palmer 
and one brigate of Wood's to hold this ground. 
At the time of battle. this was primarily open 
field, some corn, some cotton, and some stalks. 


Lands along Thompson Lane just south of 
Old Nashville Highway. Confederate troops 
spent the night of December 30 here preparing 
for the coming battle. Once the battle was 
underway. Confederate troops under Chalmers 
and Donelson mounted their repeated assaults 
on the Round Forest from land along the 
Nashville Pike. Confederate artillery supported 
the infantry from this position as well. 


Residential properties along Manson Pike. 
From their position straddling historic 
Wilkinson Pike, Confederates under Stewart 
hammered Negley and Sheridan in the Slaughter 
Pen. (See also description under parcel 2 of the 
proposed additions.) 


The Tennessee National Guard Armory. ibis 
area is integrai to parcel | of the proposed 
additions. The early morning Confederate attack 
here on December 3] overwhelmed the Union 
right. Troops of the Right Wing under McCook 
made a headlong retreat as they were caught 
unprepared, many of them eating their 
breakfasts when the Confederates charged. 


Lands Associated with Fortress Rosecrans. 
These are areas of remaining historic 
earthworks. 


The lands described above were not included as 
proposed additions at this time, largely due to 
current land uses. Opportunities for adding these 
lands to the national battlefield do not appear 
favorabie for the foreseeable ft iure, although 
events could occur over the long term that 
would make these lands feasible for inclusion 
within the park. In order to be included, the 
lands would have to meet the following criteria: 
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¢ The property is part of the original 
battlefield, or earthworks relating to 
Fortress Ro .ecrans. and within the 
protection study areas as shown on the 
Land Protection map. 


* The property meets the “National Park 
Service Criteria for Boundary 
Adjustments,” considering the needs for 
possible landscape restoration. 


¢ The action conforms to local land use 
planning policies and guidelines. 


¢ The owner is willing to transfer the 
property to the National Park Service via 
such means as donation, purchase ard sell 
back. or fee simple acquisition. 


Until such time as acquisition may occur, 
owners would be encouraged to promote 
compatible uses to the extent possible, including 
maintaining land use at no higher density than at 
present. 


Remaining Battlefield 


As significant as is the entire original battlefield, 
shown on the Land Protection map as Stones 
River Origi:ial Battlefield Area, the remaining 
lands (those outside the existing national 
battlefield, the proposed additions, and the 
prciection study areas) were determined 
inappropriate for addition to the park because of 
current land use and/or location. This use and/or 
location has resulted im significant loss of 
historical context and/or the inability to become 
contiguous with the existing park. These lands 
would also be unnecessary additions from an 
interpretive standpoint because they are not 
considered essential to tell the story of the Battle 
of Stones River to park visitors onsite. 
Generally, they are either already heavily 
developed in stable, suburban residential use, or 
are rapidly developing into residential or 
commercial use. As can be seen on the Land 
Protection map, these lands are located mainly 
in three areas: east of Stones River where it 
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flows north of U.S. 41/70S, south and west of I- 
24, and west of the current main park unit. 


CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 


In 1992, management objectives were developed 
that provide the philosophical underpinning for 
how the landscape and resources would be 
treated within the national battlefield. The main 
thrust of these objectives is to help management 
fulfill the purpose of the national battlefield, 
which is to preserve and interpret the battlefield 
of Stones River, and to promote understanding 
and appreciation of the battle and related events. 
One of the objectives is to maintain a general 

1 860s era appearance for the purpose of 
allowing visitors to experience the influence of 
landscape features on the outcome of the battle. 
On battlefield lands outside park boundaries, 
park management would encourage neighbors to 
maintain a general appearance of an agricultural 
landscape, or, at a miiimum, Open space. 


Within the park boundaries, cultural landscape 
reports would be produced that would prescribe 
how the landscape should be modified to 
approximate an | 860s era appearance, and 
modifications would be made accordingly, as 
funding permits. The cost for landscape 
restoration would not be known until the 
cultural landscape reports are completed and 
estimates are prepared. As part of this landscape 
modification, post-war structures would be 
removed and safety hazards would be 
eliminated. The Tennessee State Historic 
Preservation Office would be consulted during 
this process. In the interim, fields and forests 
would contir ue to be maintained through such 
means as lease programs or other partnership 
efforts. 


in the case of degraded lands, cultural landscape 
repurts would prescribe the level of treatment in 
terms of landforms, vegetation, and facilities 
necessary to have the property approximate its 
appearance at the time of the battle. The 
sequence in which the landscapes would be 
modified to meet requirements established by 
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the cultural landscape reports would be guided 
primarily by the need for visitor use, location 
within critical viewsheds, costs, and available 
funding. 


A notable exception to returning the landscape 
to an 1860s appearance would be the national 
cemetery, which was originated in 1865, and has 
since evolved according to a formal design 
produced in 1892. The cemetery artistically and 
tang'bly illustrates the nation’s respect for the 
war dead, and dramatically underscores the 
battlefield’s sacredness and its profound 
meaning to the country and its people. By now. 
the cemetery has reached the full capacity of the 
1892 design, and would continue to be 
maintained as close as possible to the spirit of 
that design, allowing for modern techniques in 
horticultural practices. 


The park staff is considering ways of providing 
a more climate-controlled environment for 
collection storage. It is also exploring options 
for moving the collection out of the floodplain. 


The park's Resource Management Plan (NPS 
1991b) would be updated to reflect the 
proposals in the general management plan. See 
appendix B for a description of recommended 
research needs and action plans related to 
cultural resource management. 


NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 


In general, the natural resources of Stones River 
Nationa! Battlefield would be managed to 
support management objectives, specifically the 
maintenance of an 1860s landscape. Special 
emphasis would be placed on preservation of the 
cedar glade habitat and its endemic flora, which 
includes protected species. The park’s Resource 
Management Plan (NPS 1991b) would be 
updated to reflect the proposals in the general 
management plan. See appendix B for a 
description of recommended research needs and 
action plans related to natural resource 
management. 


INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE 


Alternative | would provide onsite interpretation 
for all six major battle action zones: |. Union 
and Confederate Lines Before the Battle, 2. Start 
of Battle, 3. Initial Stages of Battle, 4. Union 
Defensive Stand, 5. Defense of Nashville Pike, 
and 6. Conclusion of Battle. 


Summary of Visitor Experience 


The visitor experience in this alternative would 
begin with a stop at the visitor center to gain an 
understanding of both the Battle of Stones River 
and the historic battlefield through new and 
expanded interpretive media. Then the visitor 
would drive through a significant portion of the 
original battlefield along a new 7.6-mile auto 
tour route, and be able to see all six of the major 
baitle action zones as they generally appeared 
during the time of the battle (see the Alternative 
|: Proposed Action map). 


Directional Signs, Orientation Panels, and 
Wayside Exhibits 


Within the context of this document, numerous 
references are made to various types of signs 
that provide information for the park visitor. 
These include directional sign (provides 
direction of travel); orientation panel (locates or 
orients the visitor to the site); and interpretive 
wayside exhibit (provides interpretation of site). 


A sign plan would be developed that would 
identify the number, content, and location of 
directional signs to be placed on key roads and 
highways leading to and from the national 
battlefield, to assist visitors in finding the park. 
A wayside exhibit plan would also be prepared 
that would include detailed descriptions of 
proposed wayside exhibits. 


To respond to an existing visitor use need, 
parkwide orientation panels would be provided 
at entrances throughout the national battlefield 
A single design with a park map as a central 














element would be developed. The only variation 
from site to site would be an accurate “you are 
here’ designator. The panels would be addressed 
in the proposed wayside exhibit plan. 


Visitor Center 


The first stop for new visitors to the national 
battlefield would be at the visitor center, located 
on Old Nashville Highway. The parking area for 
the visitor center would be modified to enhance 
circulation and better accommodate oversized 
vehicles. 


The visitor center would be renovated for new 
and expanded interpretive media. To accomplish 
the intent of this alternative, the interpretive 
media would be planned and designed to 


* interpret the Battle of Stones River within 
the greater context and meaning of the 
American Civil War 


* function as a “bridge” directly relating the 
visitor center experience to onsite historic 
battlefield features, locations, areas of 
action, and vistas 


* particularly interpret those areas of the 
original battlefield outside the park 
boundary 


* convey an understanding of this battle in 
terms of its vital human aspects 


The contents of the exhibits would be described 
in a proposed interpretive plan. 


The visitor center would contain a 
lobby/reception area and related activities, 

and space for multimedia presentations and 
exhibits. Consideration would be given to 
moving administration offices out of the visitor 
center to provide additional space for 
interpretive media. If this were to occur, a 
possible new location for offices would be in 
one of the buildings currently designated for 
staff housing across Old Nashville Highway 
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from the visitor center. Under this scenario, no 
adverse impacts on any resources would be 
anticipated. However. should other options for 
relocating the offices be considered in the future. 
then additional National Environmental Policy 
Act review would be required. 


Auto Tour Route with Wayside Exhibits 


A self-guided 7.6-mile auto tour would be 
developed, with |2 interpretive stops that would 
allow visitors to experience all six major battle 
action zones. 


The combination of the self-guided brochure 
and wayside exhibits would provide visitors 
with a more complete. cohesive experience. 
These wayside exhibits would provide unity in 
both content and design. Revised audio tour 
versions would be developed for those visitors 
who have the time and interest to invest in their 
battlefield visit. 


The new tour route would have one-way traffic, 
except where the route follows segments of 
existing two-way roads (see Alternative |: 
Proposed Action map and appendix C). As 
currently envisioned, the route in alternative | 
would take the visitor across Manson Pike into 
the section of the battlefield to the south that is 
proposed for acquisition, and back cnto a short 
segment of Manson Pike to return to the central 
section of the national battlefield. Projections 
indicate that traffic on Manson Pike will 
increase in the future, primarily due to an 
increase in development west of the national 
battlefield. Studies are underway to determine 
possible methods of augmenting the safety of 
Manson Pike while retaining the route’s 
historical integrity. The outcome would 
influence final designs for the way park visitors 
would cross Manson Pike. The National Park 
would work closely with city and county 
officials on the planning and design of the tour 
route’s intersections with Manson Pike. 


The Stones River Battlefield Transportation 
Corridors Plan. prepared in 1997 for Rutherford 
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County. indicates that the proposed auto tour 
route wo..Jd not significantly affect local traffic. 
even with an expected increase in visitation 
Nevertheless, park management would take an 
active role in working with city, county. state, 
and or federal officials in transportation 
planning for the future. The goal would be to 
minimize the impact of regional traffic on the 
historic resource and the park visitor, to 
minimize the impact of park visitors on regional 
traffic, and to ensure the safety of visitors and 
local residents. 


Portions of the interpretive auto tour would be 
routed along road corridors that existed at the 
time of the battle. To the greatest extent 
possible. these road corridors would be 
maintained in keeping with their historical 
integrity. [hts treatment would especially apply 
to sections of Van Cleve Lane (historically 
called Mckadden Lane), Manson Pike 
(historically called Wilkinson Pike), Gresham 
Farm Lane. Asbury Lane, and Old Nashville 
Highway (historically called Nashville Pike) 
lhe 12 stops on the new interpretive route are 
listed below (also refer to the Alternative | map 
tor locations of the tour stops) 


* Stop | - Lines Before Battle (1st Major 
Battle Action Zone) 


* Stop 2 — Start of Battle and Sheridan ‘s Stand 
(2nd Major Battle Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 3 - Sheridan's Delaying Action (3rd 
Major Battle Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 4 — Confederate Flank Attack/Gresham 
Farm (3rd Major Battle Action Zone) 

* Stop 5 — Attempted Union Stand (4th Major 

Battle Action Zone) 


* Stop 6 -Yankee Collapse (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


The Cotton Field (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


° Stop 7 





¢ Stops 8 and 9 — Confederate Thrust to Old 
Nashville Pike (4th Major Battle Action 
Zone) 


¢ Stop 10 -— Union Defense of Old Nashville 
Pike (Sth Major Battle Action Zone) 


* Stop 11 — Fight for the Round Forest (4th and 
5th Major Battle Action Zones) 


¢ Stop 12 — McFadden’s Ford/McFadden Farm 
(6th Major Battle Action Zone) 


Particular effort would be made to develop a 
single wayside exhibit that would orient park 
visitors to all six of the identified major battle 
action zones. li would further invite them to 
experience these six phases of the Battle of 
Stones River along this auto tour route. The 
exhibit could be located at stop |. 














U.S. Regular Brigade Monument in 
national cemetery 








National Cemetery 


Stones River National Cemetery is historically 
significant, provides another human dimension 
to battle-related events, and has proven to be of 
great interest to visitors in the past. Its formal. 
manicured design dates back to 1892 and has 
been modified over the years by park admini- 
strators. The design elements, including the 
stone wall. the arrangement of the headstones, 
commemorative cast iron markers, the trees and 
landscaping, the flagpole, the monuments, and 
the benches, all contribute to a pleasing and 
memorable visitor experience. The national 
cemetery is a tangible reminder of how the 
United States memorializes its dead and how 
Civil War battlefields became symbols of the 
constant price of sustaining a republic. 


In order to improve the chronology of the auto 
tour and to preserve the contemplative 
atmosphere of the cemetery. this site would not 
be included as a tour stop. To ensure that 
visitors are aware of the existence of this 
important site, the park folder would feature a 


section about the cemetery. This would highlight 


the cemetery as a significant site in itself, as a 
place of reflection and illustrative of the 
memorial efforts on the battlefieid. 


Other Interpretive/V isitor Services 


A new |—2 mile pedestrian interpretive trail. 
beginning and ending at the visitor center, 
would be developed to show how the December 
1862 landforms and vegetation significantly 


affected the events of the Battle of Stones River. 


A self-guided brochure would be the primary 
media for use along the trail. Such a trail would 
allow visitors the opportunity to walk or hike to 
significant points in the west side of the park, 
away from cars and bicycles. Placement of the 
trail would avoid environmentally sensitive 
areas, such as the cedar glades. Here the trail 
would be located along the already disturbed 
corridor of the west side of the existing tour 
loop, which would be obliterated in alternative 
|. The new interpretive trail would replace the 
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existing 3.5-mile perimeter trail, which runs 
along the west side of the present tour road. is in 
poor condition, and does not contribute to the 


interpretive objectives of the park. 


The Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit near the visitor center would be 
expanded to present the full battery of six guns 
with all supporting wheeled vehicles. including 
limbers, caissons, a battery wagon. and a 
traveling forge. In addition. two new interpretive 
wayside exhibits would be provided. When in 
place, it would be the only complete exhibit o1 
all wheeled vehicles of an artillery battery in any 
area of the national park system. 


Visitors would continue to have access to 
Lunette Palmer and Curtain Wall No. 2 of 
Fortress Rosecrans. The site was opened to the 
public in 1994. A foot trail with elevated 
boardwalk winds through the site, and wayside 
exhibits interpret the site's significance. Work ts 
underway to open Redoubt Brannan of Fortress 
Rosecrans to the public. and a plan to preserve 
Lunette Thomas ts in progress. 


New interpretive exhibits would be provided at 
the national cemetery. Rosecrans s Headquarters 
site, and Bragg s Headquarters site. 


To be able to implement the interpretation of 
inaccessible portions of the greater Stones River 
battlefield. a film and/or video documentary of 
all surviving components of the 1862-63 
battlefield’s cultural landscape would be made 
as soon as possible. Failure to do so in a timely 
manner would result in lost opportunity because 
of rapid urban development of lands 
surrounding the national battlefie'd. 


VISITOR FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 


General 

Stones River National Battlefield ts in a very 
rapidly urbanizing area that ts attempting to 
keep up with services and infrastructure This 
places increasing pressure on the park to provide 
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for some of these needs, such as general open 
space and recreation facilities, and utility and 
transportation corridors. [he proposal to add 
origina! battlefield land to the park is recognized 
by the National Park Service as well as the 
community as a bold, important statement that 
battlefield lands are viewed as historic, offering 
visitors as well as descendants of those who 
tought here personal connection with this major 
Civil War battle. Once protected through 
inclusion within the park boundary and 
acquired, use of the land is not taken lightly. 
Any use or development must relate directly to 
the park's purpose, significance, and 
management objectives and be necessary to 
achieve those objectives. This concept pertains 
to new and existing, NPS and ion-NPS, uses 
and development. Passing this threshold. any 
use or development must blend compatibly with 
the desired resource protection and visitor 
experience objectives. The overriding focus is 
the preservation and interpretation of the 
battlefield landscape. 


In addition to the orientation panels, interpretive 
media, wayside exhibits, and interpretive trati 
described previously, the following facility 
development is proposed. 


Auto Tour Route and Associated Trail 


The auto tour route would be relocated and 
expanded to 7.6 miles under alternative |, more 
than double the length of the existing tour route. 
A significant portion of the route would be 
located on the proposed lands to be acquired 
south of Manson Pike. Approximately 4 miles, 
or 53%, of the route would require new or 
reconstructed roads. The remainder of the tour 
would use existing roads. 


All tour stops would be designed to 
accommodate parking for vehicles and bicycles, 
including oversized vehicles such as buses and 
trailers. The number of spaces for vehicles 
would vary from stop to stop. depending on the 
expected time visitors would stay at each stop. 
That determination would be made when the 


32 


tour route reaches the design phase, and is 
expected to range from 3 to 10 spaces per stop. 
Wayside exhibits would be sited to take 
advantage of the scene being described, and 
appropriate pedestrian circulation would be 
provided. Footpaths ranging in length from 500 
to 1.000 feet would lead to interpretive exhibits 
at selected stops. A trail would parallel the auto 
tour route. Further descriptions of the auto tour 
route and associated trail are included in 
appendix D. 


McFadden Farm 


McFadden Farm is the final stop on the 
proposed auto tour route. Visitors arriving by 
vehicle would park in the city s greenway 
parking lot on the east side of the Thompson 
Lane bridge at Stones River (see the McFadden 
Farm Development Concept Plan map.) This 
parking lot is on || acres of land owned by the 
city of Murfreesboro. Although it is within the 
national battlefield’s authorized boundary, there 
is currently no intent by the National Park 
Service to acquire the land. Access to McFadden 
Farm would be via historic McFadden Lane. 


The trail along McFadden Lane would not be 
fully accessible for the mobility impaired. 
Therefore, a parking area would be provided at 
the upper level of the site, with vehicle access 
via Van Cleve Lane (historically called 
McFadden Lane) from Broad Street. An 
accessible footpath would lead from this parking 
area to the Artillery Monument. The existing 
parking area at the monument would be 
removed to more closely restore the area to an 
1860s era appearance. 


An orientation panel would be provided at the 
entrance to the site near the terminus of the 
Stones River Greenway to provide orientation 
and information. Wayside exhibits would be 
provided to describe the events of the last day of 
the battle, the Artillery Monument, and the 
McFadden cemetery. A line of cannon would be 
placed at the top of the hill to enhance the 
historic scene to interpret the final day of battle. 


ay 











One of the proposed cultural landscape reports 
for the national battlefield would provide the 
basis for landscaping at the site. For additional 
detail regarding the proposed development 
actions at McFadden Farm, see appendix E. 


Stones River at McFadden Farm 
: 


Visitor Center Trail 


: A |-mile trail connecting the visitor center with 
: the Stones River Greenway via the “Battlefield 
Way (the city of Murfreesboro’s connecting 
trail to the greenway) would be constructed by 
the National Park Service. From the visitor 
center, the trail would follow the east side of the 
interpretive loop drive and lead eastward across 
the field and Van Cleve Lane, along the north 
edge of the forest, to the west side of Thompson 
: Lane, where it would turn northward to Old 
Nashville Highway. In the vicinity of the 

) Thompson Lane bridge over Old Nashville 
Highway, the trail would connect to the 
Battlefield Way. The potential also exists for a 
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spur trail to extend south and east to a possible 
future segment of the Stones River Greenway. 


An orientation panel would be placed at the 
point where the trail crosses the park boundary 
near the Thompson Lane bridge, to provide 
Orientation and information for visitors entering 
the park. A map of the park would highlight the 
tour route, the visitor center, and other visitor 
attractions. 


The visitor center trail would not exceed 8 feet 
in width, and it would be designed and located 
to minimize impact on the historic scene. 


Other Sites 


Modifications would be made for visitor center 
parking, Hazen Monument, and Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters. Brief statements of intent are 
provided for each site. 
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Development concept plans and environmental 
assessments for proposed developments would 
be provided when fundins becomes available tor 
design and construction 


Visitor Center Parking. Parking and 
pedestrian/vehicle circulation at the visitor 
center would be changed to enhance safety. 
improve convenience for the visitor, increase 
capacity, and provide a more visually attractive 
experience upon arrival at the park. 


Hazen Monument. Development at this site 
would consist of relocating the parking so that it 
is not Visually intrusive on the monument site, 
and to provide safe and adequate parking. 


Rosecrans’s Headquarters. Parking at 
Rosecrans s Headquarters site would be 
modified to enhance safety. vehicle access, and 
aesthetic appearance. A wayside exhibit would 
be provided for interpretation of the site and for 
park orientation. Fencing would be provided to 
prevent unauthorized access to the quarry 
behind the site. Subject to the acquisition of 
necessary lands, a trail would be provided along 
Old Nashville Highway to connect the site with 
the visitor center. 


MANAGEMENT ZONING 


National battlefield lands are classified into 
management zones to designate where various 
strategies for management and use best fulfill 
management objectives and achieve the purpose 
of the park. This classification, an NPS system 
of prescriptive land use designations, is based on 
the inherent nature of resources. their suitability 
for use or development, and the legislative 
mandate and objectives established for the area. 
In many NPS areas, lands are typically placed in 
one of four management zones — natural. 
historic, development, or special use. These 
major zones may be divided into subzones. 
where appropriate, to reflect various 
management strategies. 


36 


Historic Zone 


At Stones Rivers, the entire national battlefield 
is zoned historic to emphasize the fact that its 
purpose is to preserve and interpret the Battle of 
Stones River, and to promote understanding and 
appreciation of the battle and related events. 
This designation would be applied to the entire 
|.471 acres within the proposed boundary. 
Management zoning for alternative | is shown 
on the Management Zoning map. 


Appropriate activities in this zone would include 
historical interpretation and study, resource 
protection, and commemoration. NPS 
development in this zone would be minor, and 
limited to that which ts necessary and appro- 
priate for resource protection and interpretation, 
and for the operation and maintenance of the 
national battlefield. For example. development 
would include the auto tour route and 
interpretive pedestrian trails. 


Natural Subzone. [he natural subzone for the 
national battlefield would include lands where 
natural resources, primarily rare, threatened, or 
endangered species. would be conserved. The 
management focus in this subzone would be to 
maintain the habitat necessary for the continued 
existence of protected species, while supporting 
as much as possible the management objective 
of maintaining an 1860s era landscape. 


The cedar glades, located in the vicinity of the 
existing auto tour loop and consisting of 
approximately 60 acres, would be the only lands 
included in the natural subzone. This would 
represent 4 1% of the proposed national 
battlefield. 


Development Subzone. [his subzone would 
include park development that is necessary for 
visitor use and park operations. It would include 
lands where nonhistoric park development 
would alter the setting for historically significant 
resources and the natural environment. Thus, 
development would be kept to a minimum. 
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¢ Wor:. with state and local agencies, private 
landowners, and the telecommunications 
industry to develop a comprehensive plan 
for siting telecommunications towers 
within Ruthertord County in such a 
manner that would provide for 
industrial/commercial needs without 
adversely affecting park values and the 
Visitor experience. 


¢ Enlist volunteers through local friends 
groups, educational institutions, and others 
to assist with interpretive programs, 
research studies, and operational and 
maintenance needs. 


¢ Work with owners of historically 
significant properties within the original 
battlefield. or lands related to Fortress 
Rosecrans, such as the remnant earthworks 
of Curtain Wall No. | between Lytle Creek 
and the railroad. to provide resource 
preservation and onsite interpretation to 
Visitors. 


CARRYING CAPACITY 


Carrying capacity is the type and level of visitor 
use that can be accommodated while sustaining 
the desired resource and social conditions that 
complement the purpose and management 
objectives of the national battlefield. Visitor use 
would be balanced with resource protection, 
with higher priority given to the latter. Although 
public access to the battlefield is fairly well 
controlled via the automobile tour loop and 
pedestrian trails, divergence from the trails may 
be adversely affecting resources and is a 
growing concern. This situation is expected to 
continue with the proposed development under 


alternative |, and would be monitored closely by 


park staff. 


Another area of concern associated with the 
proposed development and expected increase in 
visitation relates to vehicle parking. Vehicular 
overflow at existing parking areas occurs only, 
and infrequently, during periods of peak use. 
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Capacity at the visitor center parking lot is 
exceeded on a regular basis on Memorial Day, 
when activities are taking place both on the 
battleficld and in the national cemetery. 
Occasionally, the capacity is also exceeded on 


. summer weekends during special events. !n 


addition. parking capacity at the Hazen 
“Monument is exceeded on occasion. Parking for 
recreational use occasionally limits access to the 
battlefield for those who wish to visit for the 
purpose of learning about the battle. 


As shown on the chart for annual park visitation, 
1976-1995, in the “Affected Environment” 
section of this document, there has been a 
growth trend in visitation during the last 20 
years. Over the past decade, park visitation has 
increased 23%, trom 211.295 in 19%6, to 
259.739 in 1995. If this trend continues as 
expecied, especially considering factors such as 
S.R. 840, the continued population growth of 
Rutherford County, the popularity of the Stones 
River Greenway, and the attraction of the park’s 
proposed improvements, parking capacity could 
become inadequate. The new public parking 
areas constructed by the city near McFadden 
Farm, Bragg ’s headquarters, and Fortress 
Rosecrans provide space that would be used by 
park visitors. Already, however, the Stones 
River Greenway parking area near McFadden 
Farm frequertly fills to capacity. The National 
Park Service would continue to monitor the 
needs for parking in the vicinity of McFadden 
Farm and would consider those needs in the 
final designs for public access to this area of the 
park. Any future design would be sensitive to 
the importance of preserving the historic 
landscape while enhancing the opportunity for 
public understanding of the events that occurred 
here. 


| ocal traffic is not expected to be significantly 
affected by the anticipated increase in vis:tation. 
Rutherford County's Stones River Battlefield 
Transportation Corridors Plan (1997) indicates 
that area roads and the park itself could suppert 
two to three times today’s visitation levels. In 
conjunction with development of the route, the 











National Park Service would ensure adequate 
directional signs and informational brochures. 


Use of the battlefield for activities not related to 
park purpose is becoming an issue. Increased 
recreational use may adversely affect the 
visitors’ ability to contemplate and appreciate 
the battle, and limits the achievement of the 
park's management objectives. Park staff would 
continue to monitor the situation and manage 
use through education and by seeking 
community-based solutions. 


PARK OPERATIONS AND STAFFING 


Traditional means to implement the proposed 
plan involve funding through NPS operations 
and special appropriations. The park would 
continue this with the normal budget process. 
However, the current operating budget is not 
sufficient to provide adequate protection of 
cultural resources or to provide the visitor 
experience as expressed in the park's manage- 
ment objectives and the plan’s proposed actions. 
Budgetary restraints and a desire to improve 

¢. tions, professionalism, and service to the 
visiting public would require nontraditional 
solutions in attempting to meet the park’s 
staffing and management needs. 


Increasing the park's human resources is vital to 
successful implementation of this plan. Local. 
regional, and national agencies and organi- 
zations that are aware of the park’s values, 
goals, and objectives could broaden the 
opportunity for partnerships and volunteerism. 
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Expanding the role and number of partnerships 
would augment donations of supplies, materials, 
equipment, and research to the park. Increasing 
the participation in the Friends of Stones River 
National Battlefield and other volunteer efforts, 
and diversifying their roles, would provide 
additional valuable support. 


As many as possible of the research needs and 
studies identified in this plan would be funded 
or assisted through partnership programs and 
volunteer efforts, including interns. Staff 
workloads would be redistributed where 
practicable, establishing new partnerships and 
volunteer positions. Park staff would become 
less task oriented and more management 
oriented. Where absolute control is not 
necessary. contracting for certain services may 
prove to be more economical and efficient. 


ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS 


Table | shows the estimated facility and 
interpretive development costs of implementing 
alternative |. The costs represent class “C” 
estimates, which are conceptual cost estimates 
based on square foot costs of simular 
construction, or identifiable costs of similar 
construction and production items. The list of 
actions is in approximate order of priority. Some 
of the proposed development depends on 
boundary expansion and the acquisition of land, 
which, in turn, depend on congressional action. 
Therefore, implementation would begin with 
those actions that could occur without further 
authorization. 
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TABLE 1: ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS — ALTERNATIVE I (PROPOSED ACTION) 












































GROSS 
CONSTRUCTION | ADVANCED AND 
ITEM AND PROJECT TOTAL 
PRODUCTION PLANNING PROJECT 
Costs Costs Costs 
Provide trail along McFadden Lane at McFadden Farm $38.500 $5.309 $43.800 
Construct visitor center trail 256,000 35,200 291,200 
Provide orientation panels at entrances to park 16,000 2.000 18,000 
Provide documentary film and audiovisual equipment 135,000 12.000 147,000 
Replace parking area, provide landscaping and road 
improvements, and provide new wayside exhibits at 
McFadden Farm 196.500 26.800 223,300 
Renovate visitor center, provide new interpretive media 
in visitor center. and provide accessibility for mobility 
impaired persons 1.085.400 285.500 1.370.900 
Expand Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit with complete artillery battery and new 
wayside exhibits 339,000 2.000 341,000 
Improve parking/pedestrian circulation at Hazen 
Monument, visitor center. and Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters 229.100 31,500 260.600 
Construct tour road with expansion south of Manson 
Pike, provide new wayside exhibits along tour road and 
other locations, and construct associated trail* 2.943.600 481.600 3,425,200 
Construct pedestrian interpretive trail* 110.700 15.200 125.900 
Construct trail from visitor center to Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters* 55.000 7.600 62.600 
Total** $5,404,800 $904,700 $6,309,500 

















* 


Dependent on further congressional actic 4. 


** The cost of acquiring additional land is net included in these facility development costs See the discussion of land 


acquisition costs in the “Proposed Additions” section of alternative 1. The cost of landscape restoration is not included 
and would depend on recommendations in proposed cultural landscape reports 
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ALTERNATIVE 2 


CONCEPT 


The emphasis of alternative 2 is to significantly 
improve interpretation and the visitor experience 
within the currently authorized boundary of the 
park. This would be accomplished by providing 
new exhibits in the visitor center, establishing a 
new automobile tour route within the park, and 
providing new wayside exhibits. There would be 
no change in the authorized park boundary. 
Additional emphasis would be placed on 
working with local agencies, groups, and 
landowners to preserve and protect lands that 
retain historic landscape integrity within the 
original battlefield, but outside the park 
boundary. 


LAND PROTECTION 


The currently authorized boundary of Stones 
River National Battlefield encompasses 712 
acres, including 677 acres of the original 
battlefield, and 35 acres associated with Fortress 
Rosecrans, which lies just east of the original 
battlefield. As of the writing of this document, 
520 acres were federally owred: 20 acres were 
owned by the city and county; and 172 acres 
were privately owned. As in alternative |. 
federal acquisition of additional land within the 
authorized boundary would continue as funding 
becomes available. 


CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 


Resource management actions would be carried 
out as described in alternative |. 


NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 


Resource management actions would be carried 
out as described in alternative |. 
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INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE 


Alternative 2 would provide onsite interpretation 
for only four of the six major battle action 

zones: |. Union and Confederate Lines Before 
the Battle, 4. Union Defensive Stand, 5. Defense 
of Nashville Pike. and 6. Conclusion of Battle. tt 
would not provide onsite interpretation for the 
other two major battle action zones — 2. Start of 
Battle and 3. Initial Stages of Battle. 


Summary of Visitor Experience 


[he visitor experience in this alternative would 
begin with a stop at the visitor center to gain an 
understanding of both the Battle of Stones River 
and the historic battlefield through new and 
expanded interpretive media. Then, the visitor 
would experience as much of the significant 
areas of the historic scene of the Battle of Stones 
River in a chronological sequence as the existing 
park’s land base allows by driving a new 5-mile- 
long aute tour route. 


Directional Signs, Orientation Panels, and 
Wayside Exhibits 


As described in alternative |, the development 
of new directional signs, orientation panels, and 
wayside exhibits would also be applicable to 
alternative 2. 


Visitor Center 


For alternative 2, modifications to the visitor 
center to improve interpretation and the visitor 
experience would be similar to those described 
in alternative |. Hlowever, more emphasis would 
be placed on describing the battle action that 
occurred on lands outside the park boundary, to 
better orient visitors to the scope of the entire 
battle, since less of the original battlefield would 
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be available for visitors to experience onsite than 
in alternative 1. 


Auto Tour Route with Wayside Exhibits 


A self-guided 5-mile auto tour would be 
developed, with nine interpretive stops and new 
interpretive wayside exhibits. 


The new tour route would permit visitors to 
experience as many of the significant areas of 
the greater Stones River baitlefield in a 
chronological sequence as the park's land base 
allows. This tour route for the most part would 
be contined to the existing authorized 
boundaries of the park, which includes only 
about 17% (677 out of 4.000 acres) of the 
original Stones River battlefield. 


[he new tour route would have one-way traffic, 
except where the route follows segments of 
existing two-way traffic roads (see the 
Alternative 2 map and appendix C for general 
route of interpretive drive). It should be noted 
that the route would take the visitor onto a short 
segment of Manson Pike. Projections indicate 
that traffic on Manson Pike is expected to 
increase, due to increased development west of 
the national battlefield. Thus, safety is a 
concern, and the National Park Service would 
work closely with city and county transportation 
officials in the planning and design of inter- 
sections of the tour route with Manson Pike. 


Portions of the interpretive auto tour would be 
routed along sections of road that existed at the 
time of the battle. To the greatest extent 
possible, these roads would be maintained in 
keeping with their historical integrity. This 
treatment would include the applicable sections 
of Van Cleve Lane (historic McFadden Lane), 
Manson Pike (historic Wilkinson Pike), Asbury 
Lane, and Old Nashville Highway (historic 
Nashville Pike) 


The nine stops on the new interpretive route are 
listed below (also refer to the Alternative 2 map 
for jocations of the tour stops). 
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¢ Stop | — Lines Before Battle (1st Major 
Battle Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 2 — Attempted Union Stand (4th Major 
Battle Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 3 -Yankee Collapse (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone 


* Stop 4— The Cotton Field (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


¢ Stops 5 and 6 — Confederate Thrust to Old 
Nashville Pike (4th Major Battle Action 
Zone) 


¢ Stop 7 — Union Defense of Old Nashville 
Pike (Sth Major Battle Action Zone) 


* Stop 8 — Fight for the Round Forest (4th and 
5th Major Battle Action Zones) 


¢ Stop 9 — McFadden’s Ford/McFadden Farm 
(6th Major Battle Action Zone) 


Particular effort would be made to develop a 
single wayside exhibit that would orient park 
visitors to all six of the identified major battle 
action zones. It would further invite them to 
experience four of these six phases of the Battle 
of Stones River along this auto tour route, as 
well as introduce them to the remaining two 
phases. The exhibit could be located at stop |. 


National Cemetery 


As in alternative |, in order to improve the 
chronology of the auto tour and to preserve the 
contemplative atmosphere of the cemetery, this 
site would not be included as a tour stop. To 
ensure that visitors are aware of the existence of 
this important site, the park folder would feature 
a section about the cemetery. 











Other Interpretive/Visitor Services 


As in alternative |, a new i-2 mile pedestrian 
interpretive trail, beginning and ending at the 
visitor center, would replace the existing 3.5- 
mile perimeter trail. A self-guided brochure 
would be the primary media for use along the 
trail. 


At the Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit near the visitor center, a third 
cannon/limber set would be added, which would 
then represent one-half of the full battery of 
guns with supporting limbers. New interpretive 
wayside exhibits would be added. 


As in alternative |, visitors would have access to 
Fortress Rosecrans and Redoubt Brannan: new 
interpretive wayside exhibits would be provided 
at the national cemetery, Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters site, and Bragg’s Headquarters 
site: and a film and/or video documentary of all 
surviving components of the 1862-63 
battlefield’s cultural landscape would be made 
as soon as possible. 


VISITOR FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 
General 


The same development philosophy for visitor 
use facilities as described in alternative | would 
also appiy to alternative 2. 


In addition to the orientation panels, interpretive 
media, wayside exhibits, and interpretive trail 
described previously, the following facility 
development would be included in this 
alternative. 


Auto Tour Route and Associated Trail 


Tne auto tour route would be relocated and 
expanded from the existing 3.4 miles to 5 miles 
under alternative 2. However, only approxi- 
mately 2.2 miles, or 44% of the route, would 
require new or reconstructed roads. The 





Alternative 2 


remainder of the tour route would use existing 
roads. 


A'l tour stops would be designed to 
accommodate parking for vehicles and bicycles, 
including oversized vehicles such as buses and 
trailers. Wayside exhibits would be sited to take 
advantage of the scene being described, and 
appropriate pedestrian circulation would be 
provided. Footpaths would lead to wayside 
exhibits at some of the stops. A trail would 
parallel the auto tour route. 


Further descriptions of the auto tour route and 
associated trail are included in appendix D. 


McFadden Farm 


Visitor use facilities at the McFadden Farm in 
alternative 2 would be the same as those in 
alternative |. 


Visitor Center Trail 


Construction of a i-mile trail connecting the 
visitor center with the Stones River Greenway 
via the city’s Battiefield Way would be the same 
as described in alternative |. The potential also 
exists for a spur trail to extend south and east to 
a possible future segment of the Stones River 
Greenway. 


Other Sites 


Modifications for visitor center parking. Hazen 
Monument, and Rosecrans’s Headquarters 
would be the same as those proposed for 
alternative |, except that alternative 2 would not 
provide a trail along Old Nashville Highway to 
connect Rosecrans’s Headquarters site with the 
visitor center. Development concept plans and 
environmental assessments for proposed 
developments would be provided when funding 
becomes available for design and construction. 
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MANAGEMENT ZONING 


Management zoning for lands within the 
currently authorized boundary would be the 
same as for alternative |. 


COORDINATION AND COOPERATION 
WITH COMMUNITY 


Under alternative 2, actions called for in the 
coordination and cooperation with the 
community would be the same as those 
described in alternative 1. 


CARRYING CAPACITY 


Actions related to carrying capacity as described 


in alternative | would also be applicable to 
alternative 2. 


PARK OPERATIONS AND STAFFING 


Park operations and staffing would be managed 
the same as alternative |. 


ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS 


Table 2 shows the estimated facility and 
interpretive development costs of implementing 
alternative 2. The costs represent class “C™ 
estimates, which are conceptual cost estimates 
based on square foot costs of similar 
construction, or identifiable costs of similar 
construction and production items. The list of 
actions is in approximate order of priority. 


TABLE 2: ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS — ALTERNATIVE 2 


















































GROSS 
CONSTRUCTION ADVANCED 
ITEM AND AND PROJECT TOTAL 
PRODUCTION PLANNING PROJECT 
Costs Costs Costs 
Provide trail along McFadden Lane at McFadden Farm $38.500 $5.300 $43.800 
Construct visitor center trail 256.000 35.200 291.200 
Provide orientation panels at entrances to park 16,000 2.000 18.000 
Provide documentary film and audiovisual equipment 135,000 12.000 147,000 
Replace parking area. provide landscaping and road 
improvements, and provide new wayside exhibits at 
McFadden Farm 196.500 26.800 223,300 
Renovate visitor center, provide new interpretive media 
in visitor center, and provide accessibility for mobility 
impaired persons 1,085,400 285.500 1,370,900 
Expand Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit with an additional cannon and limber and 
new wayside exhibits 68.000 2.000 70,000 
Improve parking pedestrian circulation at Hazen 
Monument, visitor center. and Rosecrans’s Headquarters 229,100 31.500 260,600 
Construct tour road within existing boundary, provide 
new wayside exhibits along tour read and other 
locations, and construct associated trail 1.521.800 271,200 1,793,000 
Construct pedest:ian interpretive trail 110,700 15,200 125,900 
Total* $3,657,000 $686,700 $4,343,700 








* The cost of landscape restoration is not included and would depend on recommendations in proposed cultural landscape 


reports 
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ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 


CONCEPT 


The emphasis of alternative 3 would be to 


continue with the current management direction. 


Under this alternative, there would be no 
significant change in interpretation and the way 
the park is being managed and no change in the 
authorized park boundary. However, much 
needed orientation panels would be installed 
throughout the park, some changes would be 
made in the access to McFadden Farm, and a 
trail would be constructed to connect the visitor 
center with the Stones River Greenway. 
Coordination would continue with local 
agencies, groups, and landowners to preserve 
anc rotect lands that retain historic landscape 
integrity within the original battlefield, but 


outside the park boundary. 

LAND PROTECTION 

Land protection for alternative 3 would be the 
same as described in alternative 2. 
CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Resource management actions would be carried 
out as described in alternative 1. 

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
Resource management actions would be carried 
out as described in alternative 1. 
INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE 
As in alternative 2, this alternative would 
provide onsite interpretation for four of the six 
major battle action zones, but much less 
effectively: |. Union and Confederate Lines 


before the Battle, 4. Union Defensive Stand, 
5. Defense of Nashville Pike, and 6. Conclusion 
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of Battle. \t would not provide onsite 
interpretation for the other two major action 
zones — 2. Start of Battle and 3. Initial Stages 
of Battle. 


Summary of Visitor Experience 


The park's visitor center would continue to 
serve as the first stop for visitors. From there. 
visitors would drive through the park on a self- 
guided tour of battlefield sites. 


Directional Signs, Orientation Panels, and 
Wayside Exhibits 


As described in alternatives | and 2, parkwide 
orientation panels would be provided at 
entrances throughout the national battlefield. 


Visitor Center 


There would be no change in the current 
interpretation and visitor use activities at the 
visitor center. For a description of the visitor 
center, see the “Affected Environment” section 
under interpretation and visitor use. 


Auto Tour Route with Wayside Exhibits 


The park's 3.4-mile auto tour provides the only 
structured opportunity for visitors to experience 
the NPS-administered portion of the battlefield. 
Most visitors take this self-guided interpretive 
drive, which requires about 45 minutes to one 
hour to complete, using the tour text in the park 
folder. 


The auto tour would continue to have six 
interpretive stops, listed below (also refer to the 
Alternative 3 map for !ocations of the tour 
stops). The tour is preceded by a panoramic 
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view of the battlefield from the visitor center 
patio. It then proceeds to stop |! 


¢ Stop | — The Eve of Battle (1st Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 2 — The Slaughter Pen (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 3 — The Cotton Field (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 4 -— Defense of the Nashville Pike (5th 
Major Battle Action Zone) 


¢ Stop 5 — Fight for the Round Forest (4th and 
Sth Major Battle Action Zones) 


¢ Stop 6— Mckadden’s Ford (6th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


National Cemetery 


As in alternatives | and 2. in order to improve 
the chronology of the auto tour and to preserve 
the contemplative atmosphere of the cemetery. 
this site would not be included as a tour stop. To 
ensure that visitors are aware of the existence of 
ihis important site, the park folder would 
continue to feature a section about the cemetery. 


Other Interpretive/V isitor Services 


Sections of the 3.5-mile perimeter trail would 
continue to be available to park visitors for the 
foreseeable future. 


The Chicago Boar .« 12 Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit near the . | tor center would 
remain unchanged, with its two 6-pounder 
smooth-bore cannon on replica carriages, two 
replica limbers. and an outdated interpretive 
wayside exhibit. 


As in alternatives | and 2. visitors would have 
access to Fortress Rosecrans and Redoubt 
Brannan, 2nd a film and/or video documentary 


of all surviving components of the | 862-65 
battlefield’s cultural landscape would be made 


VISITOR FACILITY DEVELOPMENT 
General 


The same development philosophy for visitor 
use facilities as described in alternative | would 
also apply to alternative 3. 


In addition to the orientation panels previously 
described. the following facility development 
would be included in this alternative. 


Auto Tour Route 


In the Draft General Management Pian, tt was 
stated that the National Park Service would 
reverse the traffic flow on the existing auto tour 
loop south of the visitor center to a clockwise 
direction, in order to present the battle story in a 
more consistent chronological order. That action 
has been completed. 


For the final tour stop. most visitors to 
McFadden Farm access the site via U.S. 41/7058 
and Van Cleve Lane. When the pedestrian trai! 
at McFadden Farm is completed. visitors would 
be encouraged to access the site via Thompson 
Lane. 


McFadden Farm 


Visitors arriving by vehicle at the final stop on 
the self-guided interpretive tour would be 
encouraged to use the city s parking area on the 
east side of the Thompson Lane bridge at Stones 
River, which also provides access to the Stones 
River Greenway. Alternative access for the 
mobility impaired would be via Van Cleve Lane 
to the parking area near the Artillery Monument 
This parking area would also be available to all 
visitors during periods of high river water. 
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Access to McFadden Farm from the parking 
area near the Thompson Lane bridge would be 
via historic McFadden Lane. The footpath 
would connect to the paved section of Van 
Cleve Lane as it leads to the parking area near 
the Artillery Monument. An orientation panel 
would be provided at the entrance to the site 
near the terminus of the Stones River Greenway 
to provide onentation and information. 


Visitor Center Trail 


Construction of a |-muile trail connecting the 
visitor center with the Stones River Greenway 
via the city’s Battlefield Way would be the same 
as described im alternative |. The potential also 
exists for a spur trail to extend south and east to 
a possible future segment of the Stones River 
Greenway. 


MANAGEMENT ZONING 


Under alternative 3. management zoning for 
lands within the currently authorized boundary 
would be the same as for alternative |. 


Alternative 3 Contunuanor of Existing Condinons 


COORDINATION AND COOPERATION 
WITH COMMUNITY 


Under alternative 3. actions called for im the 
coordination and cooperation with the 
community would be the same as tho<< 
described in alternative |. 


CARRYING CAPACITY 


Actions related to carrying capacity as described 
in alternative | would also be applicable to 
alternative 3. 


PARK OPERATIONS AND STAFFING 


Park operations and staffing would be managed 
the same as alternative |. 


ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS 


Table 3 shows the estimated facility and 
interpretive development costs of implementing 
alternative 3. The costs represent class ~C™ 
estumates. which are conceptual cost estimates 
based on square foot costs of similar 
construction. or identifiable costs of similar 
construction and production items The list of 
actions is in approximate order of priority. 


Tasers 3: EStTmatep DEVELOPMENT COSTS — ALTERNATIVE 3 (CONTIN ATION OF ExesTING CovorTions) 


























Gross 
CONSTRUCTION | ADVANCED 4ND 
ITEM AND PROJECT Tora 
PRODUCTION PLANNING PROsecT 
Costs Costs Costs 
Provide trail along McFadden Lane at McFadden Farm $38.500 $5300 $43.80 
Construct visor center trail 256.000 35.200 291.2 
Provide onmentaton pancis af entrances to park 16.000 LOMO 18 G0 
Provide documentary film and audsovrsual equipment 135.000 1 147.000 
Total* $445.500 $54 SO Shh (0 














* The cost of landscape restoration 1s not included and would depend on recommendaions m proposed cultural landscane 
repuwts 








MITIGATION MEASURES FOR ALL ALTERNATIVES 


[he National Park Service will follow all 
legislation and policies regarding the treatment 
of cultural resources. In particular, section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended (16 USC 470, et seq_), 
requires that tederal agencies that have direct or 
indirect jurisdiction take into account the effect 
of undertaking on national register properties. 
The “Compliance™ section of this general 
management plan outlines those actions that are 
programmatically excluded without need for 
further review by the Tennessee State Historic 
Preservation Officer or the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, provided the National 
Park Service takes a series of internal review 
actions. Undertakings not specifically excluded 
must be reviewed by the state historic 
preservation officer. Internally, the National 
Park Service will complete an “Assessment of 
Actions Having an Effect on Cultural 
Resources” torm before implementation of any 
proposed actions. This is necessary to document 
any project effects, outline actions proposed to 
mitigate any effects, and document that the 
proposed actions flow from the general 
management plan. All implementing actions for 
cultural resources would be reviewed and 
certified by cultural resource specialists 
following the September 1995 programmatic 
agreement. 


Prior to any ground-disturbing action by the 
National Park Service, a professional 
archeologist would determine the need for an 
archeological survey or testing. Any such 
studies would be carried out in conjunction with 
construction and would meet the needs of the 
State historic preservation officer, as well as the 
National Park Service. Any large-scale 
archeological investigation would be undertaken 
in consultation with the state historic preser- 
vation officer. If any unknown archeological 
resources are discovered during construction, the 
work will be halted until a professional 
archeologist can assess the find and consult with 
the state historic preservation officer. On those 
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lands acquired by the National Park Service, 
structures to be torn down would be done so 
only after consultation with the state historic 
preservation officer to determine the appropriate 
level of documentation. 


Guidelines for sustainable design have been 
established by the National Park Service for use 
in all planning efforts throughout the national 
park system. Although many of the individual 
components of sustainable design are not new, 
much still needs to be learned regarding the 
practical application of viable techniques that 
emphasize the structural function of the 
environment and how humans fit into that 
system, rather than how the environment fits 
into human needs. Mitigation measures 
discussed below include applicable components 
of sustainable design, and would pertain to all 
alternatives. 


Erosion and stormwater control plans consistent 
with state and federal reguiations would be 
implemented at the design phase. Revegetation 
of road or trail banks and disturbed soil areas 
would be facilitated by conserving existing 
topsoil and using it in revegetation efforts to 
prevent bringing unwanted nonnative plant 
material in imported soil. Topsoil storage should 
be limited to 6—12 months because seed and root 
viability are lost ‘1 soil is stored for longer 
periods. Standard mitigation measures such as 
vegetation buffers, silt screens, log check dams, 
sediment traps, and other barriers would be used 
to reduce erosion and prevent significant short- 
term deterioration of water quality during 
construction. If impacts on wetlands are 
unavoidable, appropriate mitigation in 
accordance with state and federal laws and 
regulations would be undertaken. 


Where revegetation is required, native plant 
material would be used, and vegetation 
management techniques would be implemented 
to eliminate nonnative species. 
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Patterns of planting should mimic native growth 
patterns wherever possible. Native grass seed 
would be used, if available, although nonnative 
nurse species (species that only last one season 
and stabilize the soil but do not reproduce) could 
be used until native species return naturally. 


Other plant material used should be as 
genetically similar as possible to what is in the 
battlefield. Where development proves to be a 
visual intrusion, vegetation buffers would be 
used to screen the development from view as 
much as possible, with due consideration to the 
results of proposed cultural landscape reports. In 
cases where vegetation in historic areas and 
cultural landscapes requires replacement, 
historic vegetation types would be preferred. 


Spills from construction equipment would be 
reduced or prevented from entering waterways 
through use of barriers in ditches and low 
drainage areas. Adequate cross-drains, if needed, 
would be developed to ensure proper drainage. 
Important habitat features would be conserved 
or enhanced where possible. 
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Mitigation Measures 


If air quality were threatened, water spraying 
along roadway/trails/parking lot construction 
would be used to reduce dust. 


Detailed surveys would be made and appropriate 
habitats searched for the presence of rare, 
threatened, and endangered species (including 
their critical habitat) prior to implementation of 
any proposed action. 


Clearances from the U.S. Fish and Wildlite 
Service and the state would be obtained before 
any actions were implemented. 


Techniques and procedures to mitigate possible 
impacts on rare, threatened, or endangered 
species would be developed in consultation with 
the U.S. Fish and Wiidlife Service and the state 
of Tennessee, and followed during construction 
activities. 


37 





TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES 





TorK 


ALTERNATIVE I: PROPOSED ACTION 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 





CONCEPT 





‘ 
> 


Preserve a larger area of the original 
battlefield that has retained historical 
landscape integrity by expanding the park 
boundary and acquiring additional land: 
and improve interpretation and the ability 
of the visitor to experience a “sense of 
place” within the battlefield by providing 
new exhibits in the visitor center and 
establishing a new auto tour route within 
the existing and expanded boundary 


improve interpretation and the visitor 
experience by providing new exhibits in the 
visitor center and by establishing a new auto 
tour route within the exisiing boundary 


Continue with the direction of current 
management. with no significant change in 
interpretation and the way the park is being 
managed, and no change in the authorized 
park boundary 





| LAND PROTECTION 


-xpand the boundaries of the national 
battlefield io include an additional 759 
acres of land. most of which is south of 
Manson Pike, for a total area of 1.471 
acres, and acquire land within the new 
boundaries according to a proposed 
updated land protection plan 


Continue to acquire land within the 
authorized boundary, which encompasses 
712 acres, as negotiations with landowners 
are consummated and as funding permits 


Same as alternative 2 





CULTURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 








Produc cultural landscape reports that 
would prescribe how the landscape should 
be modified to approximate an 1860s era 
appearance. 


Remove post-war structures and safety 
hazards, and modify the landscape and 
landforms to restore the land to a general 
1860s era appearance as described in 
proposed cultural landscape reports 


Maintain fields by such means as lease 
programs or other partnership efforts 
Define boundaries for the National Register 
of Historic Places 


Encourage neighboring landowners to 
maintain a general appearance of an 
agricultural landscape, or to keep land in 
open space 





Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative |. 


Same as alternaiive |. 





Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative | 
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‘TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES (CONT.) 





Topic 


ALTERNATIVE I: PROPO:sED ACTION 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 





CULTURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT (CONT.) 


Maintain the national cemetery as close as 
possible to the 1892 design, or as described 
in the proposed cultural landscape report. 


Develop various action plans to provide 
guidance on managing specific aspects of 
the cultural resources, and update the 
park's Resource Management Plan to 
reflect proposals in the general 
management plan. 


Apply the same cultural resource 
management concepts to additional lands 
that would be included within the proposed 
expanded boundary. 


Provide more curatorial care for the park's 
collection of artifacts in storage; improve 
and expand the display of items in the 
collection; and move the park’s collection 
and library out of the 500-year floodplain 
to an aboveground structure. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Not applicable. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative |. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Not applicable. 


Same as alternative 1. 








NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 





Provide for long-term preservation of the 
cedar glade habitat and its endemic flora. 


Return Stones River to its natural flow at 
Mckadden Farm, consistent with 
recommendations in the proposed cultural 
landscape reports and the proposed 
hydrological study. 


Address the nonnative plant species 
problem through integrated pest 
management practices. 


Develop various action plans to provide 
guidance on managing specilic aspects of 
the natural resources, and update the park's 
Resource Management Plan to reflect 
proposals in the general management plan 





Same as alternative |. 


Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative | 





Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative | 
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‘TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES (CONT.) 





ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 











Topic ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE 2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
NATURAL RESOURCE Apply the same natural resource Not applicable. Not applicable 
MANAGEMENT (CONT.) management concepts to the additional 
lands that would be included within the 
proposed expanded boundary. 
INTERPRETATION AND Provide orientation panels at entrances to Same as alternative 1. Same as alternative 1. 
VISITOR USE park. 





Provide trail access to the visitor center 
from the Stones River Greenway. 


Produce a film and/or video documentary 
of all surviving components of the 1862-63 
battlefield’s cultural landscape. 


Provide a new 7.6-mile automobile tour 
road wit! ‘n the existing and expanded park 
boundary, with 12 tour stops, new wayside 
exhibits, and an associated trail for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 


Provide for visitor pedestrian access to 
McFadden Farm from the northern 
terminus of the Stones River Greenway and 
its associated parking lot. Remove the 
parking lot at the Artillery Monument and 
replace it with a smaller lot at a less 
intrusive nearby site for use by the mobility 
impaired. Provide road improvements and 
landscaping, in accordance with proposed 
cultural landscape reports, and provide new 
interpretive exhibits. 


Provide new and expanded interpretive 


media in the visitor center, and accessibility 


for mobility impaired persons. 





Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Provide a new 5-mile automobile tour road 
within the existing park boundary. with 9 
tour stops, new wayside exhibits, and an 
associated trail for pedesirians and 
bicyclists. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Similar to alternative 1, with additional 
emphasis on describing battle actions that 
occurred outside the park boundary. 





Same as alternative 1. 


Same as alternative 1. 


Access McFadden Farm, the final stop on the 
3.4-mile auto and bike tour, via Thompson 
Lane, rather than U.S. 41/70S and Van Cleve 
Lane. 


Provide for visitor pedestrian access to 
McFadden Farm from the northern terminus 
of the Stones River Greenway and its 

asso ciated parking lot 


No significant changes would be made at the 
visitor center 
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TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES (CONT.) 





Topic 


ALTERNATIVE I: PROPOSED ACTION 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 





INTERPRETATION AND 


Replace the 3.5-mile perimeter trail with a 


Same as alternative |. 


Retain sections of the 3.5-mile perimeter 








VISITOR USE (CONT.) 1- to 2-mile interpretive trail, and provide a trail for visitor use 
self-guided interpretive brochure. 
Expand the Chicago Board of Trade Expand the Chicago Board of Trade Provide no changes to the Chicago Board of 
Artillery Battery outdoor exhibit to include | Artillery Battery outdoor exhibit with an Trade Antllery Sattery outdoor exhibit. 
all the elements of a complete battery additional cannon and limber 
Provide pedestrian and bicycle access from | Pedestrian and bicycle access from the Same as alternative 2 
the visitor center to Rosecrans’s visitor center to Rosecrans s Headquarters 
Headquarters site, separated from site would be via Old Nashville Highway 
automobile traffic. 
VISITOR FACILITY Construct a trail suitable for pedestrian and | Same as alternative | Same as alternative | 
DEVELOPMENT bicycle use connecting the visitor center 





with the Stones River Greenway via the 
city’s Battlefield Way. 


Construct a new automobile tour road and 
associated trail within the existing and 
expanded park boundary 


Construct a footpath along historic 
McFadden Lane to provide access from the 
northern terminus of the Stones River 
Greenway and its associated parking loi to 
McFadden Farm. Provide a parking lot at a 
nearby site for use by the mobility 
impaired. Remove the parking lot at the 
Artillery Monument, provide new 
landscape elements, in accordance with 
proposed cultural landscape reports, and 
make road improvements. 


Provide necessary modifications to the 
interior of the visitor center to accommo- 
date new and expanded interpretive 
exhibits, and improve accessibility 





Construct a new automobile tour road and 
associated trail within the existing park 
boundary 


Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative | 





No change 


Construct a footpath along historic 
McFadden Lane to provide access from the 
northern terminus of the Stones River 
Greenway and its associated parking lot to 
McFadden Farm 


No change 
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TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES (CONT.) 





Tor 


ALTERNATIVE I: PROPOSED ACTION 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINE ATION OF 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 





VISITOR FACILITY 
DEVELOPMENT (CONT.) 


Modify parking at the visitor center, Hazen 
Monument, and Rosecrans’s Headquarters 
lo improve circuiation and safety. and to 
provide for adequate capacit, 


Construci a trail to provide access from the 
visitor center to Rosecrans’s Headquarters 
site for pedestrian and bicycle use. subsect 
to acquisition of land within the proposed 
expanded boundar 


Same as alternative | 


Provide no alternative for pedestrians and 
bicyclists to access Rosecrans s 
Headquarters site from the visitor center. 
other than along Old Nashville Highway 


Make no changes im the parking situation 31 
the park 


Same as alterrativec 2 











COORDINATION AND Suppor the protectior. of significant Same as alternative | Same as alternative | 
COOPERATION WITH cultural resour.es, including cultural 
COMMUNITY landscapes. located within the original 
battlefield, but outside the park boundary 
Work with neighbors and friends groups. Same as alternative | Same as alternative | 
and local and state agencies to mect 
management objectives. 
CARRYING CAPACITY Accommodate the type and level of visitor | Same as alternative | Same as alternative | 





use that sustains the desired resource and 
social conditions that complement the 
purpose and management objectives of the 
park 


Monitor visitor use along the tour route. 
including automobile use and bicycle use. 
and if overcrowding becomes a problem. 
provide operational solutions 


Continue to evaluate the park'"g s.tuation, 
and take appropriate action. guided by the 
primary cbyective of preserving the historic 
landscape. 





Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative | 





Same as alternative | 


Same as alternative | 














TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES (C ONT.) 








' 
ALTERNATIVE 3- CONTIM aT’ OF | 
Torx ALTERNATIVE I: PRoroneD ACTION ALTERNATE 2 Exstic CoxpiTwss 
PARK OPERATIONS AND Increasing the park's human resources 1s Same as alicrnatn< | Same 25 alicrnainc | 
STAFFING vital to successful umpiementaiion of the i 


plan. If budgetary restnctnors cortmmuc to 
prohiba himng ncw cmplovess to satisfy 
the increased workload. fulfill thrs 
requirement via such means 2s contracting. 




















adsamusicring icasing afrangements. 
voluntecrism. or student work-study 
programs 
ESTIMATED 
DEVELOPMENT COSTS* $6.309_Su0°* $4343.00 $500.00 





° The cost of landscape restoratson for cach alternative 1s not included and would depend on recommendations in proposed cultural landscape reports 
°° The cost of acquiring additional land ts not included. See the discussion of land acguissben costs m the “Proposed Addmons  sccuon of alicrnain« | 
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TABLE 5: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 





TOPIC 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION Gi 
ALTERNATIVE I: PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE 2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 

















IMPACTS COMMON TO 
ALL ALTERNATIVES 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


Currently unknown archeological resources could be damaged by ground disturbance during facility development or installation of 
sayside exhibits. 


Historical integrity of open battlefield lands outside the national battleficld boundaries would continue to be lost to development. but to a 
greater extent in alternatives 2 and 3 than in alternative 1. 


Providing a more climate-controlled environment for the park's collection, and moving it out of the 500-year floodplain. would increase 
long-term protection of the collection. 





IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 


None of the alternatives would significantly affect air quality in the national battlefield. 


There would be no new long-lasting negative effects on threatened or endangered species or on critical habitat from any of the alternatives. 








IMPACTS ON INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE 


Visitors would continue to have the opportunity to directly experience some of the historic battlefield via the auto tour route and an 
interpretive trail. However. the quality of the interpretive and learning experience would vary among the three alternatives and would be 
the greatest in alternative 1. 


Visitors would continue to have the opportunity to learn about the Battle of Stones River at the visitor center. Liowever. the quality of the 
learning experience would be greater in alternatives | and 2 than in alternative 3 


lhe visitor center trail would provide easy and safe access for pedestrians and bicyclists from the Stones River Greenway to the visitor 
center and other sections of the park. The resulting increase in bicycle use may have an adverse effect on other park visitors 
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TABLE 5: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (CONT.) 





ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 





with over 750 additional acres of original 
battlefield included in the expanded 
boundary 


The battlefield’s identity would be the 
greatest of all the alternatives with the 
additional lands in the expanded bor .dary 
being maintainc4 in an 1860s era 

a; pearance. 


Although no new buildings or structures 
are proposed, impacts on the historic scene 
and unknown archeological resources 
would be the greatest of all the alternatives 
due to the most development proposed in 
terms of roads and trails. 


including the cultural landscape and 
archeological resources, would be 
significantly less than in alterni tive 1, since 
more than 750 acres of land that might 
otherwise be under NPS protection would be 
subject to residential. commercial. and/or 
industrial development. 


The battlefield’s identity would be improved 
by returning lands within the existing 
boundary to an 1860s era appearance with 
the assistance of cultural landscape reports 


Impacts on the historic scene and unknown 
archeological resources would be greater 
than under current conditions, due to more 
development proposed in terms of roads and 
trails. 


Topic ALTERNATIVE I: PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE 2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
IMPACTS ON CULTURAL The protection of cultural resources would =| Overall protection of cultural resources Same as alternativ< 2 
RESOURCES be greater than either alternative 2 or 3, associated with the original battlefield. 


Same as alternative 2 


There would be impacts on the historic scene 
and possible impacts on unknown 
archeological resources from construction of 
the visitor center trail and trail improvement 
at McFadden Farm. 





IMPACTS ON NATURAL 
RESOURCES 








Overall long-term protection of natural 
resources in general. and priine and unique 
farmlands and threatened or endangered 
species in particular, would be greater in 
alternative | than either alternative 2 or 3, 
with over 750 additional acres included in 
the expanded boundary. 





Overall long-term protection of natural 
resources, including prime and unique 
farmlands and threatened or endangered 
species, would be significantly less than in 
alternative |, since more than 750 acres of 
land that might otherwise be under NPS 
protection would be subject to residential 
and commercial development. 





Same as alternative 2 
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TABLE 5: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (CONT.) 





Topic 


ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 





IMPACTS ON NATURAL 
RESOURCES (CONT.) 


impacts on natural resources within the 
park due to NPS construction would be the 
greatest of all alternatives due to the 
expanded tour route through open land 
south of Manson Pike. These impacts 
would be temporary in nature, during 
construction, and would cause minor air 
pollution, disruption of wildlife. potential 
impact on water quality, clearing of 
vegetation, and compaction of soil. 
Development of roads and trails would 
occur primarily on previously disturbed 
lands. Mitigation measures would be taken 
to minimize impacts. 


Impacts on natural resources during 
construction would be similar to but less 
than alternative | due to less construction 
activities. 


There would be relatively minor impacts on 
natural resources in alternative 1, due to 
construction of the visitor center trail and 
provision of a pedestrian trail at McFadden 
Farm. Both trails would be on previously 
disturbed land. 








IMPACTS ON 
INTERPRETATION AND 
VISITOR USE 





The visitor experience would be the most 
enhanced of all the alternatives. Visitors 
would have the greatest opportunity to 
understand the Battle of Stones River, its 
human drama aspects, and the significant 
effect of vegetation and landforms on the 
events and results of the battle. With an 
expanded tour route and three additional 
tour stops south of Manson Pike, it is the 
only alternative that would effectively 
describe what happened in all six major 
battle action zones. By more than doubling 
the size of the park, this alternative affords 
visitors the best opportunity to feel the 
sense of scale of the battle, and to imagine 
what it must have been like to have fought 
there. The vista that would be provided on 
Sill’s Hill south of Manson Pike is one of 
the most powerful vistas anywhere on a 
major Civil War battlefield 





The new tour route and wayside exhibits 


within the existing boundary would provid: 


visitors with a better understanding and 
appreciation of the Battle of Stones River 
than is currently possible. However, only 
four of the six major battle action zones 
would be interpreted onsite. With no 
expansion of the park, visitors would have 
significantly less opportunity to appreciate 
and understand the full scale of the battle 
than with alternative 1. 





Only four of the six major battle action 
zones would be interpreted onsite, but less 
effectively than alternative 2. With no 
expansion of the park, visitors would have 
significantly less opportunity to appreciate 
and understand the full scale of the battle 
than with alternative 1. 




















TABLE 5: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (CONT.) 





ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 





Topic ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE 2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
IMPACTS ON Improvements in the exhibits at the visitor Same as alternative 1. At the visitor center, people would continue 
INTERPRETATION AND center would significantly enhance visitor to experience outdated, inadequate, and 
VISITOR USE (CONT.) understanding of and apprec ation for the sometimes cor:fusing interpretive media and 


relationship between battle artifacts and 
events, and the surviving cultural landscape 
resource of the battlefield, as well as the 
battle’s greater Civil War context. New 
multimedia would afford a greater 
opportunity to experience and understand 
the events and meaning of the battle in 
terms of the drama and emotion of its 
human aspect, as well as its overall 
historical content 


Phe new self-guided interpretive foot trail 
would provide visitors the opportunity to 
experience the richness of the original 
battlefield’s surviving cultural landscape. 
away from the intrusion of automobiles and 
bicycle traffic. 


Similar to alternative |. but with a shorter 
interpretive foot trail 


exhibits. They would continue to witness an 
audiovisual program that fails to adequately 
interpret the battle. 


Visitors desiring a quality extended walking 
interpretive tour would be left with an 
inadequate, fragmented experience along tive 
park perimeter trail. 








IMPACTS ON 
SOCIOECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT 





This alternative would provide the greatest 
benefit to the local economy of all the 
alternatives duc to the proposed greatest 
amount of construction of visitor use 
facilities, and the expected long-term 
increase in tourism dollars 


Boundary expansion would have a 
potential impact on approximately 40 
landowners. Owners of oroperties that are 
purchased by the federal government would 
receive fair market value for their 
properties 





Phere would be more of a beneficial impact 
on the local economy than alternative 3. 
due to more proposed construction of 
visitor use facilities, and an expected 
greater increase in visitors who would 
spend more tourism dollars 


There would be no impact on surrounding 
property owners from a boundary 
expansion because no expansion ts 
proposed 





No significant change from existing 
conditions 


Same as alternative 2 
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TABLE 5: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (CONT.) 





ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF 








Toric ALTERNAT(\\£ (: PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE 2 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
IMPACTS ON The city and of county would experience There would be no change in the city and/or | Same as alternative 2 
SOCIOECONOMIC a reduction in tax base due to federal county tax base due to boundary expansion 
ENVIRONMENT (CONT.) acquisition of private properties within the | since none is proposed 


expanded boundaries. This loss in tax 
revenue would be somewhat offset by 
Savings realized by removing properties 
from city and/or ceun’y services 
requirements. In addition, the city and/or 
county would be considered for 
payments-in-lieu of taxes from the federal 
government. 


Boundary expansion could affect nghts- 
of-way of neighburing roads, railroads. 
and highways. The National Park Service 
would consult with appropriate agencies 
to minimize impacts 


Boundary expansion could have an 
adverse effect on the city of 
Murfreesboro’s ability to recover moncy 
Investec in a sanitary sewer system for the 
area south of Mansion Pike and west of 
Thompson Lane. 


Rights-of-way of neighboring roads. 
railroads, and highways would not be 
affected because there would be no 
boundary expansion 


There would be no effect on the city’s ability 
to recover expenses for the sanitary sewer 
system south of Manson Pike because there 
would be no boundary expansion. 


Same as alternative 2 


Same as alternative 2 








IMPACTS ON NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE 
OPERATIONS 





This alternative would result in the 
greatest requirement for additional staff 
work to be done in terms of resource and 
Visitor protection, interpretation and 
visitor services, and maintenance. 
estimated at the equivalent of two to three 
additional full-trme employ ces 


[his alternative would be the most 
expensive to implement 





There would be a greater impact on park 
operations than alternative 3 due primarily to 
the increased need for visitor services for the 
expected increase in visitaion. This would 
result in the equivalent of one additional 
full-tume employce 


This alternative sould be less expensive to 
implement than alternative |, but more 
expensive than alternative 3 





There would be a relatively minor impact on 
park operations and staffing requ‘scments 
However, the park 1s currently staffed at less 
than the authorized and required number of 
employees for proper park operations. If this 
continues into the future, park management 
wouid continue to use alternative means of 
accomplishing work, such as contracting. 
interns, student work-study programs. 
volunteerism, and donations of time and 
funding 


This alternative would be the least expensive 
to implement 
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Soldiers resting on the second day of battle 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES 


BATTLE CONTEXT 


In late 1862 Gen. William S. Rosecrans was 
installed as commander of the Army of the 
Cumberland in Nashville, Tennessee. His orders 
were to move aggressively against Chattanooga, 
the key Confederate rail center located 125 miles 
southeast. With Chattanooga in Union hands, 
the lower South would lie open to invasion, and 
Confederate troops in the East would be isolated 
from their sources of supplies. Winter was 
coming on, but Rosecrans took the offensive. 
On December 26, his army was on the march. 


Gen. Braxton Bragg and the Confederate Army 
of Tennessee placed themselves firmly astride 
the strategic Nashville and Chattanooga Railway 
in Murfreesboro, 27 miles southeast of 
Nashville. Theirs was now a defensive role. 


On the evening of December 30, the two armies 
faced each other at Stones River in a position 
chosen by the Confederates. Confederate forces 
numbered 37,700, while Union forces numbei cd 
43,400. The battle would result in more than 
23,000 casualties inflicted on the two armies. 
Both generals decided to launch attacks the 
following morning with their left wings. The 
Confederate offensive, however, got underway 
first, and this gave Bragg the initiative in the 
battle of December 31. At daybreak, the 
Confederates’ furious assault struck the Union 
right wing, and by noon of December 31, the 
right and a part of the Union center had folded 
back 3 miles from their original position through 
thick forest to a position along Nashville 
turnpike, leaving their lines in a deeply acute 
“V.” Quickly entrenched along this road, the 
federal soldiers were able to hold their positions 
until darkness fell. On January 1, the two 
exhausted armies rested and regrouped. Bragg, 
believing he had defeated the federal troops, was 
awaiting their retreat. The respite allowed 
further Union reinforcement within a defensible 
area, while the Confederate attack lost all 
momentum. 
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On January 2, 1863. upon discovering that the 
Union left wing had advanced, crossed to the 
east bank of Stones River during the night. and 
taken up a new position, Bragg ordered an 
attack. At 4:00 P.M., Gen. John C. Breckinridge. 
with a division of 4,500 men, made a successful 
attack that drove the Union troops in a headlong 
retreat across Stones River, but the attackers 
over-reached their own suppc 1. 


At this critical juncture, Gen. Thomas L. 
Crittenden, commanding the Union left, quickly 
ordered his chief of artillery, Capt. John E. 
Mendenhall, to support the withdrawing infantry 
with cannon. With incredible speed. Mendenhall 
assembled guns from eight batteries. totaling 57 
pieces. He placed them from a knoll about 100 
yards west of Stone; River south to an area near 
the railroad tracks, where they commanded the 
field of the Confederate attack across the river. 
Firing more than 100 rounds per minute at close 
range, the massed battery created carnage. In 
less than an hour | ,800 Confederate soldiers fell 
dead or wounded, and their successful charge 
suddenly turned into a retreat and then a rout. 
Following up the Confederate retreat, the Union 
troops quickl, regained their position on ‘he east 
bank of Stones River as night fell. 


Rosecrans’s army had dug in and was being 
resupplied, but was unable to mount a 
counterattack. Bragg’s army was unable to press 
the advantage, so he disengaged the Confederate 
troops and withdrew 37 miles southeast to 
Tullahoma, where winter camp was set up, 
leaving Murfreesboro open to Rosecrans. 


The Northern general settled down in 
Murfreesboro to construct one of the largest 
earthworks of the war. At the end of a six-month 
construction effort, Fortress Rosecrans became a 
major supply depot. It controlled traffic on the 
vital Nashville-Chattanooga Railroad for the 
Union and was tle major element in Union 
control of Middle Tennessee. When Gen. John 
B. Hood attacked Nashville in December 1864, 
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a simultaneous effort to cut off Fortress 
Rosecrans was made. but to no avail. Two 
weeks after the battle of Nashville. Union troops 
from Fortress Rosecrans had the torn rails to 
Nashville repaired and in operation. 


ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 


There is evidence, 4itough minimal, of Archaic 
Period occupation. as well as the later Woodland 
and Mississippi cultures that lived in the region. 
The Confederacy of Six Nations later 
established a claim in the region. Eventually. 
Shawnees inhabited Middle Tennessee until 
forced out by the Cherokees and Chickasaws in 
the mid 18th century. 


The majority of archeological resources at the 
park are related to the battle. However. many of 
the archeological resources consist of the 
remains of historic period structures and 
associated deposits dating from the early 19th 
century. when the area was first settled. 


In 1976 an assessment of cultural resources was 
completed as part of an environmental 
assessment at Stones River (NPS 1976). The 
artifacts, cemeteries, buildings, and earthworks 
that related to the battle were included. It was 
noted that there could be Native American 
artifacts in the area: a Middle to Late Archaic 
point was purported to have been collected 
within 2 miles of the park. 


in 1976 the Southeast Archeological Center 
conducted a survey and excavations within the 
park and in areas proposed for acquisition. Nine 
locations were investigated that were to be 
affected by construction (NPS 1990a). ihe only 
evidence encountered was limited to lithic 
material near the Union Artillery Monument. 
The site, which was dated to the Archaic period, 
is within a few hundred feet of the parking loop 
(existing in 1976). 


The archeologists attempted to locate the sites of 
10 historically known structures grouped in 6 
clusters. These were the blockhouse, the 
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Nashville Pike tollhouse and gates (and detached 
kitchen). a log house located to the east of Van 
Cleve Lane between the rasiroad and the 
Nashville Pike, a log farmhouse with detached 
kitchen located to the west of Van Cleve Lane 
and to the south of Nashville Pike. two log 
cabins west of Van Cleve Lane and north of 
Manson Pike, and two outbuildings of the 
Blanton complex. At the majority of these sites. 
no evidence of structural remains was found 
The basal portion of the chimney was located of 
the Toilhouse’s detached kitchen. as was an 
artifact cluster in the general location of the log 
farmhouse with the detached kitchen. li was not 
believed that the artifacts were related to the 
house present at the time of the battle. Five test 
units were dug in the foundation of the Blanton 
House (not on park property). No evidence was 
found that would definitively date this structure 
to the mid 19th century. 


In 1976 the city of Murfreesboro and the 
National Park Service conducted excavations in 
Lunette Palmer (NPS 1978). Five different 
structural features were invesiigated: 

(1) southern exterior embankment and facing 
trench. (2) double crested western interior wall. 
(3) conical structure at the forward interio: of 
the lunette, (4) triangular-shaped platform at the 
southwestern comer, and (5) a concentration of 
brick and rusted metal pieces in the central 
interior. In area |, it was determined that the 
exterior trench was excavated first in the 
construction sequence. The function of the 
double crested earthworks could not be 
determined (area 2). In area 3 constrvction was 
facilitated through superposition of localized 
soils, but no subsurface features were found to 
indicate that this was used as a magazine. Area 4 
was determined to be an artillery platform. Area 
E was a domestic type structure with walls that 
were 10 to 12 feet. Few art.iacts were recovered: 
this could have been because of the short-term 
occupation (1863-65) of the site. 


In 1985 the Southeast Archeological Center 
conducted an archeological investigation inside 
the Hazen Brigade Monument (NPS 1989b). 
Inside the monument, nine artifacts were 











discovered. Most of the artifacts appeared to be 
associated with materials used by Confederate 
forces. 


In 1990 the Southeast Archeological Center 
conducted archeological vestigations im the 
area that would be impacted by the visitor center 
addition and parking lot expansion (NPS 
1990b). A smail anount of prehistoric and 
historic artifacts (mainiy from the early to mid 
20th century) was found. These artifacts were 
not beleved to represent a discrete historic site 


but represented casual disposal or loss over time. 


Also in 1990 the Southeast Archeological 
Center conducted archeological investigations in 
areas that would be affected by the removal of 
line towers (NPS 1992b). Near one tower. one 
lithic flake was found. In 1991. imvestigations 
were conducted for the proposed construction of 
a trail and parking lot. Two saw mills that Union 
forces constructed inside Fortress Rosecrans 
were identified and an assessment was made of 
Bianton House. 


In 1992 the Southeast Archeological Center 
conducted testing at Lunette Palmer and shovel 
testing at Redoult Brannan (NPS 1992c)}. 
Artifact density was extremely low. Later in 
1992 excavations were conducted inside 
Redoubt Brannan. A trash pit that postdates the 
redoubt (1875-1925). stratigraphic evidence of 
the powder magazine. (but no artifactual or 
construction evidence). and evidence of a 
blockhouse (the shape of which has not been 
archeologically confirmed) were found. 


In 1994 the Southeast Archeological Center 
conducted a pedestrian survey of portions of the 
field near the Artillery Monument (NPS 1994b). 
An Early to Middle Archaic (8.000 B.C. to 3.000 
B.C.) component and a Middle Woodland (4_D. 
150 to A.D. 500) component was found as was 
evidence of the McFadden House site and 
complex. Survey work was done in the area of 
the Blanton House. 


Also in 1994 the Southeast Archeological 
Center monitored the installation of utility lines 


71 


Cuter a Resort 


trenching. an mtact segment of 2 possible stable 
was encountered and avosded In 1993_ the 
center undertook a project of in uted testme and 
survey al the park as part of the Swstemwade 
Archeological Inventory Program (NPS 1995) 
The primary objective of this sur..y was to 
determine the battle location of specific field 
The second major objective of the survey “2s to 
update the Cultural Snes Inventory-Archeologs 
(CSI-A). state site forms. and make national 
regisier nominalons as appropriaic 


The park staff. m compliance wath the Native 
(PL. 101-601. 104 Stat. 3049). has not 
identified any Native American human remams. 
funerary objects. sacred objects. nor objects of 
cultural patrimony im thew collections. No 
Native Amencan group has been sdenufied wath 
cultural affiliation to the battlefield. No specaa 
use of the battlefield has been identified by 
ethnographic groups. The park will comtumuc to 
work toward full compliance wath the Native 
American Grave Protection and Repatriatvon 
Act 


HISTORIC RESOURCES 


The park was established to preserve 2 portion 
of land over which Union and Confederate 
armies fought the Battle of Stones River 
Originally. less than 10% of the 4.000-acre 
onginal battlefield was included in the Stones 
River National Battlefield. Today. the 
authorized boundary of the national batticficid 
encompasses 712 acres. and includes portuons of 
Fortress Rosecrans (Lunetie Palmer. Curtain 
Wall No. 2. Lunette Thomas. and Redouts 
Brannan). which are «~.*side the original 
battlefield. and additonal acreage near the 
orginal park The areas are listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places as Stones River 
National Battefield. Fortress Rosecrans Sate. 
and Redoult Brannan. However. the authorized 
boundary still encompasses only 17% of the 
original battlefield (see the Existing Condmons 





AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


map). Thus. the sites of many of the events 
relating to the battle are located outside the park 
boundary. A notable concentration ts south of 
Manson Pike, an area that retains a significant 
amount of historical integrity. 


The main section of the national battlefield, 
consisting of 508 acres, includes portions of the 
Union lines and areas where some of the fiercest 
fighting took place. This section of the park 
includes cedar glades, rock ouicroppings, and 
open fields. It contains earthworks and 
entrenchinents, sites of farm cabins, sites of 
artillery batteries (including Chicago Board ct 
lrade Battery), and a toll house site, al! of which 
were associated with the battle. 


The northern part of the main section of the park 
contains the Stones River National Cemetery 
and Hazen Monument area. The 20-acre national 
cemetery was established in 1865 and contains 
about 7.000 graves. The cemetery contains the 
43rd Wisconsin/180th Ohio monument erected 
in 1865 and the U. S. Regular Brigade 
Monument erected in 1882. Surrounding the 
cemetery ts a 3.843-foot limestone wall erected 
in 1898. The cemetery is maintained in 
accordance with a 1970s interpretation of the 
1892 landscape plan (developed by the army 
when the cemetery was under its jurisdiction;. 
[he area next to the railroad between the 
cemetery and Van Cleve Lane includes the death 
site of Col. Julius Garesche, Rosecrans’s chief of 
staff. 


Enclosed within the limestone wall of the Hazen 
Monument area are 55 graves and the nation’s 
oldest intact Civil War Monument, which was 
erected in 1863. This ts the site of the Round 
Forest, which was the only Union position held 
throughout the first day of battle. 


The 162-acre McFadden Farm area, located on 
the banks of Stones River within the city limits 
of Murfreesboro, includes the open field and hill 
where Union Major John Mendenhall’s massed 
artillery of nearly 60 guns smashed the 
Confederate assault on January 2, 1863, and 
drove them back. Some 1.800 men were killed 
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or wounded in less than an hour of fighting. 
This also is the location of McFadden’s Ford, 
which was the focal point of the Confederate 
assault. A tall monument to the fighting on the 
last day of battle is located on the hill. 


Redoubt Brannan lies within a 9-acre, 
noncontiguous parcel of land on the banks of 
Stones River in the city limits of Murfreesboro. 
The redoubt is an interior earthwork of the larger 
Fortress Rosecrans. It was constructed in 1863 
following the Battle of Stones River. The 
redoubt is located slightly more than a mile east 
of the main park boundary along the Old 
Nashville Highway. 


Rosecrans’s Headquarters site is a .4-acre site 
within the authorized boundary about 0.75 mile 
northwest of the visitor center on the south side 
of Old Nashville Highway. A monument, 
consisting of a pyramid of cannon balls on a 
square granite base, stands adjacent to a large 
limestone quarry that was the actual location of 
the headquarters of Union commander Maj. 
Gen. William S. Rosecrans. 


Bragg s Headquarters site, marked by a cannon 
ball monument, lies within a 7-acre, 
noncontiguous parcel of land | mile southeast of 
the main park near the Old Nashville Highway 
underpass for the railroad. The site is situated 
between the railroad and Stones River along the 
original Nashville Turnpike. This site served as 
headquarters for Confederate General Braxton 
Bragg after the fighting on December 31, 1862. 
It was where he planned his strategy for the 
continuation of the battle on January 2, 1863. 


Historic roads include Van Cleve Lane, a trace 
at the time of the battle, now a two-lane paved 
road that has been closed from Manson Pike to 
Olid Nashville Highway, and ts impassable and 
closed from Old Nashville Highway to U.S. 
41/70S. Old Nashville Highway, a macadainized 
turnpike at the time of the battle, carries 
industrial, commercial, and residential traffic 
through the heart of the battlefield. McFadden 
Lane. an extension of the former Bowen Lane 
(Van Cleve Lane), led Civil War-era travelers to 








McFadden’s Ford and crossed Stones River at 
the site of the last day of battle. Today this is a 
two-lane paved road. 


Fortress Rosecrans is a federally owned 26-acre 
site in city-owned Old Fort Park. This site 
contains 2,500 linear feet of the original 14,600 
linear feet of original earthworks. This section 
includes Lunette Palmer, Curtain Wall No. 2. 
and Lunette Thomas. This fortress was 
constructed between January and June 1863 and 
served as a supply depot for the Union army 
advance to Chattanooga. The more than 200- 
acre enclosed earthworks included interior 
fortifications, a saw mill, warehouses, and 
ordnance depots. This fortress controlled access 
to Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad and the 
Nashville Turnpike. Although only remnants 
remain, Fortress Rosecrans is significant for its 
massive scale. It was one of the largest earthen 
forts built during the Civil War, and the fortress 
exemplifies typical construction techniques 
employed in the field. Also, this fort was a vital 
supply link in supporting later Union southern 
campaigns. 


The national battlefield’s administrative history 
was written in 1958 as a master's thesis and 
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does not meet NPS standards for this type of 
study. Papers and archives, including 
photographs, are not organized or protected 


The national battletield’s artifact collection 
includes more than 3.000 objects, most of which 
are stored at the Southeast Archeological Center 
in Tallahassee, Florida. However, approximately 
1,000 objects are stored in curatorial rooms in 
the visitor center basement, and the collection is 
growing. The objects include metal items. some 
of which were excavated, as well as fabric. 
leather. and paper objects. Housekeeping and 
conservation treatment . if needed. are done on a 
piecemeal basis when the situation ts critical 


Approximately 60 objects relating to the Civil 
War are on exhibit in the visitor center museum. 
where environmental controls are limited and 
somewhat inadequate. [he majority of objects 
are not from the site of the Battle of Stones 
River, and are not, therefore, of specific 
significance to the park. The objects that relate 
directly to the battle include a medal of honor: 
four artillery tubes, one of which is mounted on 
a carriage: a Civil War coat owned by a soldier 
who fought at the Battle of Stones River. and 
artifacts recovered trom the Hazen Monument. 
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CLIMATE AND AIR QUALITY 


Rutherford County has a generally favorable 
climate, featuring moderate temperatures. 
adequate rainfall. low wind. velatively high 
humidity, and frequent weather changes. 
Extremes of precipitation and temperature are 
the exception rather thar, the rule. 


Temperatures rarely fall below zero in the winter 
or exceed 100 F in the summer. The lowest 
temperature recorded in over 80 years ts -19 F 
(January 1940) and the highest ts 109 F (August 
1954). July ts the warmest month, averaging 
about 79 F. January is the coldest with an 
average of about 40 F. and the annual average ts 
60 F. The average daily temperature for the 
three summer months is around 80°F with 
atternoon highs that average about 90°F. Cold 
spells are usually short and alternate with longer 
periods of mild weather. 


Annual precipitation ts nearly 49 inches and ts 
fairly well distributed throughout the year. 
\verage monthly rainfall ranges trom 2.57 
inches in October to 5.45 inches in March. Local 
showers and thunderstorms are most frequent 
during the summer months. Also during this 
warm season, there ts a” average of one or more 
dry spells each year. and a drought can be 
expected about every six or seven years. 
Snowfall averages about 10 inches annually, but 
heavy snowstorms are infrequent, and snow 
seldom stays on the ground for more than a few 
days. 


The mild climate at the battlefield makes it a 
year-round park facility. Mosi visitation ts 
during the spring and sum:ner months. Fall and 
winter months are favorable to outaoor activities 
in the park because of generally warmer daytime 
temperatures. 


Air quality is a concern because the battlefield ts 
located in a growing metropolitan area. The 
major sources of regional air pollution are 
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outside the battlefield and include many major 
stationary sources, motor vehicles, and various 
sources in the Nashville-Murfreesboro 
metropolitan area. There are 171 major 
permitted stationary sources of air pollution in 
Rutherford County. Many are located in the 
vicinity of the battlefield. These include Middle 
fennessee State University, General Electric 
Company, and Rutherford County Highway 
Department. 


The battlefield has been designated a class I 
clean air area under the Clean Air Act. 
Moderate. well-planned industrial growth may 
be permitted in the vicinity of the battlefield as 
long as the class I] maximum ailowable 
increases for particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen dioxide, and nitrogen are not exceeded. 


As of October 1995, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency classified ali of Rutherford 
County as nonattainment (i.e., does not meet the 
primary national ambient air quality standards) 
for ozone. The county was classified as attaining 
the national ambient air quality standards for all 
other monitored constituents. 


There are two air monitoring sites in Ruthertord 
County. both of which are near the battlefield. 
Among the pollutants being monitored are total 
suspended particulates, sulfur dioxide, ozone. 
and various oxides of nitrogen. 


No resource inventory has been conducted to 
identify air pollution sensitive resources such as 
visibility, plants, animals, soils, water quality, or 
historic and cultural objects. However, past 
inventories of plant species have identified 
several .pecies that are sensitive to ozone and/or 
sulfur dioxide, including certain hardwoods and 
poison ivy. Some dissolution of monuments is 
believed to be occurring, especially the Hazen 
Monument, and private stones and monuments 
in the national cemetery. Acid deposition may 
be the cause. 
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Emissions from visitors’ vehicles are the major 
source of air pollution within the battlefield. 
However, air pollution from vehicles on nearby 
highways is more significant. Peak visitation 
occurs from April through October. The 
maximum number of daily visitors is about 
1,100 during this period. Vehicles are generally 
dispersed over the 3.4-mile auto tour or at 
satellite sites such as McFadden Farm. An 
analysis of visitor vehicle emissions showed that 
they produce about 480 pounds/day of carbon 
monoxide, 60 pounds/day of hydrocarbons, and 
60 pounds/day of nitrogen dioxide on peak 
visitation days. This is in stark contrast to the 
2,028 pounds/day of carbon monoxide, 43,318 
pounds/day of hydrocarbons, and 9,688 
pounds/day of nitrogen oxides produced by all 
other stationary sources. While there may be 
increased vehicle emissions under the proposed 
action, those emissions will be less than the de 
minimis level of 100 tons per year established 
under the state's General Conformity 
regulations, and therefore are exempt from those 
requirements. 


TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY, AND SOILS 


The terrain of the greater battlefield is gently 
rolling and has numerous limestone 
outcroppings, sinks, and caves. Elevations range 
from about 520 feet to 600 feet above sea level. 
The west fork of Stones River along the eastern 
and northern edges of the park has sharp bluffs 
that rise in several places to a height of 40 fee:. 


The topography is basical!y the same as li was at 
the time of the battle except for the deep 
excavation that was done at a large limestone 
quarry beside and across Old Nashville 

Highway from General Rosecrans’s 
headquarters site. However, there are some tracts 
of land that contain environmental degradation. 


Because of the karst topography characteristic of 
the area, the relatively level terrain, the low 
permeability of the soil, the shallowness of 
bedrock, and high ground water conditions, 
drainage is often slow. This is particularly 


Natural Resources 


evident at a large depression along both sides of 
Old Nashville Highway between the national 
cemetery and Van Cleve Lane. 


A surface drainage swale was constructed in the 
1970s to drain the water away from the vicinity 
of Old Nashville Highway, to the western side 
of the park. 


Landforms played an important role in the 
conflict in at least four respects: 


The rolling land and forest are such that it 
was virtually impossible to find a vantage 
point that offered a commanding view of 
the battlefield. 


The forests limited lines of sight in this 
relatively flat countryside, and the scattered 
and dense cedar thickets were difficult for 
troops to penetraix in battle formation. 


The rock outcroppings and ledges, some 
rising to a height of 2 or 3 feet, provided 
natural cover for the troops but rendered 
movement of artillery pieces and support 
wagons most difficult. 


The river, flooded by rain prior to the battle. 
was high and permitted crossings only at a 
few points, such as McFadden’s Ford. 
where fighting occurred. 


Stones River National Battlefield is in the center 
of the Tennessee physiographic region known as 
the Central Basin, a gently rolling area of about 
600 scuare miles surrounded by hills that are 
remnants of the Highland Rim. Stones River and 
its tributaries drain the county. The river cuts 
into the level, rocky center of the county (550 
feet average elevation) to an elevation of 520 
feet to 475 feet. 


There are many outcroppings of thick-bedded 
Ridley limestone in the main park and along the 
two forks of Stones River. These outcroppings, 
which contain considerable chert, are unique to 
Rutherford County within the Central Basin. 
The Ridley formation under the park was 





AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 


deposited during the Ordovician Age and ts 
among the oldest rock formations in Tennessee 


The Stones River area ts underlain by another 
limestone formation that ts composed of two 
components called the Pierce and Murfreesboro 
limestones. This formation outcrops along the 
banks of the river. The Pierce limestone ts a 
brownish-gray. vellowish-brown to medium 
vray cryptocrystalline formation with a 
thickness of about 25 feet. The Murfreesboro 
component ts generally darker in color than the 
Pierce and contains minor amounts of 
magnesium limestone as irregular mottlings and 
thin bands and thin lenses of dark-gray to 
brownish-black chert. The Union Artillery site. 
General Bragg s Headquarters site, and Redoubt 
Brannan are partially underlain by the Pierce 
and Murtreesboro limestones. 


Soils in the area weathered from Ridley 
limestone in depths ranging from a few inches 
on the margins of bedrock exposures to more 
than 20 feet in some of the natural depressions. 
[he soil ts less than 4 feet thick on average in 
the battletield area. Because porosity of the clay 
subsoil 1s low and the soils shallow, surface 
runott ts rapid and streams in the area are 
subject to flash flooding. Most of the 
groundwater is found in solution cavities and 
cracks in the limestone. A cave and sinkholes 
are located on park lands 


[he principal soils in and around the park are 
the Cumberland, Bradyville, Rockland, and 
Barfield. Minor soils include the Crider, 
Pembroke. Arrington, and Bryson (Soil Survey 
of Rutherford County, Tennessee, July 1977). 


Cumberland soils are found in the visitor center 
area and the northern half of the national 
cemetery. They are deep, well-drained, and 


well-aerated soils. The surface material is loamy, 


but the subsoil is clayey and usually more than 4 
feet thick. The southern half of the cemetery has 
Crider soils that contain a higher proportion of 
silt than Cumberland soils. 
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Pembroke and Bradyville soils occupy the area 
between the visitor center and the cedar glades, 
the southeast corner of the park, and the area just 
outside the southwest corner of the park. These 
soils have a shallow silty surface and a plastic 
clay subsoil. On the average, bedrock is 1.5 to 3 
feet below the surface, and water moves slowly 
through the subsoil. 


Arrington soils occupy the sinks along Old 
Nashville Highway and also occur in a narrow 
band in the southwest corner of the park. 
Arrington Soils are loamy to a depth of 30 
inches or mue and are prone to flooding. 


Rockland soils occupy the perimeter of the cedar 
glade area in the center of the main park and 
overlap private property outside the east and 
west boundaries of the park. This area contains 
large amounts of coarse fragments (either 
bedrock outcrops or loose stones) that limit its 
use largely to woodland 


Talbott and Barfield soils occupy the center of 
the cedar glade area. These soils are very 
shallow with many rock outcrops. Because 
much of the rain falls on bare rock and because 
the subsoil is slowly permeable, surface runoff is 
very rapid. Erosion of these soils helps to 
maintain the open character of the cedar glades. 
These soils are droughty because of their 
shallow root zone. 


Cumberland soils occupy the center of the bend 
of Stones River by the Union Artillery site, with 
smaller areas of Bradyville and Pembroke soils 

along the river. 


There are approximately 328 acres of prime 
agricultural land within the boundary of the 
national battlefield, representing 46% of the 
park. Prime agricultural land is defined as soils 
particularly suited for growing general crops, 
such as forage, fiber, and oil seed. According to 
an August 11, 1980, memorandum from the 
Council on Environmental Quality, federal 
agencies must assess the effects of their actions 
on soils classed by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service as prime. 





Prime agricultural land exists along both sides of 
Old Nashville Highway, including the Hazen 
Monument and Bragg’s Headquarters and in the 
extreme southeast corner of the main battlefield. 
About 75% of McFadden Farm is prime 
agricultural land. 


Under alternative |, boundary expansion would 
add approximately 536 acres of prime 
agricultural land to the national battlefield. The 
resulting 864 acres would represent 59% of land 
within the new boundary. About 75% of the 
expansion south of Manson Pike is prime 
agricultural land. 


VEGETATION 


Stones River National Battlefield lies within the 
Central Basin section of the Western 
Mesophytic Forest Region as described by 
Braun (1950). 


The woody vegetation of the 508-acre main 
section of the battlefield remains almost 
exclusively as it was in 1862-63 — open 
farmland and scattered forests of mixed 
hardwood and cedar. There are about 192 acres 
of historic forest land, about 125 acres of 
historic farm fields, and 20 acres of mowed land 
in the national cemetery. 


The cedar glades of the Central Basin are the 
most distinctive environmental feature on the 
battlefield (see the Natural Resources map). The 
glades are openings in stands of juniper where 
the soil over the Ridley Limestone is very 
shallow, , recluding permanent invasions by 
trees. These are characterized by the exposed 
limestone bedrock and gravel. The open floor of 
the glade is sometimes carpeted with moss and 
herbaceous annuals. In spring the glades are 
showy and colorful. In summer, however, the 
glades are very dry, and most of the herbaceous 
plants disappear. Patches of prickly pear and 
other pronounced xerophytes are then much 
more conspicuous (Braun 1950). The central 
and western portions of Stones River National 
Battlefield contain cedar glades. Scattered 
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deciduous trees among the cedars and shrubs do 
not greatly modify the aspect given by the 
dominant cedars. 


Cedar glades are of interest to botanists because 
of the presence of species found nowhere else. 
There are 29 species that are endemic to cedar 
glades in general. Of these, 23 occur only in the 
southeastern U.S. (Baskin, J. M. and C. C. 
Baskin 1986, 1989). The glades in central 
Tennessee are probably the most diverse within 
the range of this community. There are 17 cedar 
glade endemic species present in Stones River 
National Battlefield. 


Approximately 60 acres of cedar glades within 
Stones River National Battlefield should be 
recognized as a critical habitat because glade 
endemics do not spread normally from glade 
habitats, nor do they usually flourish if 
transplanted to other sites even within the same 
climate zone. The glade plants in the park, 
together with the other glade endemics in the 
Middle Tennessee area not represented in the 
park, have considerable biological value. Many 
of these species have evolved in the Central 
Basin in the places that they occupy. This 
greatly increases the scientific value of the 
plants. 


The endemic cedar glade species are threatened 
and endangered primarily because of the limited 
acreage of cedar glades in the Central Basin. 
Within each glade area, such as the 60 acres at 
Stones River, the herbaceous plants are usually 
widely distributed throughout the glade. 
Individual species shift from one area to another 
within the glade reflecting changes in soil depth 
caused by surface erosion and depositicn of the 
shallow soil on the flat limestone bedrock. This 
natural process is an important part of the cedar 
glade ecosystem. 


The continuing destruction of the habitat of 
glade endemics resulting from developments on 
private land throughout Middle Tennessee 
threatens these species with extinction. Cedar 
glades are delicate ecological areas and are 
relatively intolerant of abu .. While cedar glades 
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will withstand some use, under frequent pressure 
from pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic, the plants 
may be eradicated and replaced by common 
weeds. 


There are indications of succession in some of 
the denser red cedar stands where the soil is 
deeper. In these cedar woods, hickories and oaks 
are conspicuous among the hardwood invaders, 
and sugar maple is sometimes present. More 
heavily wooded areas in which cedars have been 
shaded out have a sparse herbaceous !ayer of 
typical woodland flowers. These hardwood 
Stands are composed mainly of oaks, hickories, 
winged elm, hackberry, and blue ash. Secondary 
cedar communities, lacking the cedar glade 
flora. follow cutting of the hardwood species. 


The dense cedar woods in the northern half of 
the main park are examples of secondary cedar 
communities. 


At McFadden Farm, the Stones River is lined 
with a mixed hardwood-cedar forest in which 
hardwoods dominate. Principal hardwoods in 
the stand are chinquapin oak, black and northern 
red oaks. white and blue ash, elm, honeylocust, 
American beech, sweetgum, hackberry, and 
hickory. River birch, black willow, and 
cottonwood are present near the streambank. 
Most of McFadden Farm is open fields. 


Numerous nonnative plant species are present in 
the battlefield. Privet hedge and Japanese 
honeysuckle have invaded the main battlefield 
cedar thickets and glades, causing a scenic 
barrier. Also present are lespedeza, mimosa, 
bush honeysuckle, and fescue. Some years ago 
there were attempts to reduce the honeysuckle 
and privet using day labor or volunteers. 


WILDLIFE 


Stones River National Battlefield contains more 
than 200 acres of wooded habitat, nearly all of 
which is in the main park. The open cedar 
glades, the scattered hardwoods, and the 
surrounding farmland provide cover and food 


for many varieties of animals in the area. Great- 
horned owls, eastern cottontail rabbit, opossum, 
raccoon, field mice, eastern chipmunk, gray 
squirrel, house mice, meadow vole, groundhog, 
short-tailed shrew, skunk, gray and red fox, 
deer, and other mammals including several 
species of bats may be found in or near the park. 


RARE, THREATENED, AND 
ENDANGERED SPECIES 


The U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service has 
determined that several federally listed or 
proposed endangered or threatened species may 
inhabit the project avea (also see appendix F). 
Federally listed endangered species include the 
following: 


Gray bat (Myotis grisescens) 

Tennessee purple coneflower (Echinacea 
tennesseensis) 

Leafy prairie clover (Dalea foliosa) 

Guthrie’s ground-plum (Astragalus 
bibullatus) 


Proposed endangered species include the 
following: 


Large rock cress (Arabis perstellata var. 
ampla) 

Stone’s River bladderpod (Lesquerella 
stonensis) 


In addition to thesc ''-ted species, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife named the following species that, 
although not currently listed or proposed, are 
being considered for federal listing in the future. 
Status review (candidate) species that might live 
in the vicinity of the proposed project are as 
follows: 


Eastern woodrat (Neotoma floridana 
magister) 
Tennessee cave salamander (Gyrinophilus 
palleucus) 
Eastern blue-star (Amsonia 
tabernaemontana vat. gattingeri) 








Water stitchwort (Arenaria fontinalis ) 

Tennessee milk-vetch (Astragalus 
fennesseensis) 

Tennessee glade cress (Leavenworthia 
exiqua Var. exiqua) 

Gattinger’s lobelia (Lobelia appendiculata 
var. gallingeri) 

Cleft phlox (Phlox bifida var. stellaria) 

Limestone flameflower (7alinum 
calcaricum) 


The Ecological Services Division of the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation reviewed its database and found 
that several species might inhabit the project 
impact area (also see appendix F). State-listed 
endangered species include the following: 


Gray bat (Myotis grisescens) 

Tennessee purple coneflower (Echinacea 
tennesseensis) 

Water stitchwort (Arenaria fontinalis) 

Leafy prairie clover (Dalea foliosa) 


Siate-listed threatened species include the 
following: 


Tennessee cave salamander (Gyrinophilus 
palleucus) 

Tennessee milk-vetch (Astragalus 
fennesseenisis) 

Tennessee glade cress (Leavenworthia 
exiqua vat exiqua) 

Limestone flameflower (7alinum 
calcaricum) 

Yellow sunnybell (Schoenolirion croceum) 

Duck River bladderpod (Lesquere/la 
densipila) 

Hairy fimbristylis (Fimbristylus puberula) 

Cleft phlox (Phlox bifida var. stellaria) 


State special concern species include the eastern 
blue-star (Amsonia tabernaemontana var. 
gattingeri). 


The bedrock shiner (Nosropis rupestris) is 
deemed in need of management. Undesignated 
species at this time include the following: 
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Necklace glade cress (Leavenworthia 
torulosa) 

Nashville bread-root (Pediomelum 
subacaulis) 

Gattinger’s lobelia (Lobelia appendiculata 
var. gallingeri) 


The Tennessee milk-vetch, Tennessee purple 
coneflower, Gattinger’s lobel'a, Tennessee glade 
grass, limestone flameflower, and cleft phlox are 
all endemic to the cedar glades habitat. Of these. 
the most notable from the standpoint of the 
Stones River National Battlefield is the 
Tennessee purple coneflower. 


There are only a few known populations of the 
Tennessee coneflower, all in cedar glade 
communities and within 14 miles of one another 
in Davidson, Rutherford, and Wilson Counties 
in middle Tennessee. All of the known 
coneflower localities have been affected by 
human activities to some degree. Recent NPS 
efforts to determine the status of this species in 
Stones River National Battlefield include 
inventorying and monitoring of glade species 
under cooperative agreement with the Nature 
Conservancy in 1995, and monitoring of the 
coneflower in 1996. 


The National Park Service contracted with the 
specialists from the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation to conduct a 
survey of those areas proposed for ground 
disturbance under any of the alternatives — 
McFadden Farm and the visitor center trail (see 
appendix G for copy of the biological 
assessment produced by the department). This 
survey did not find any of the above species in 
any area of proposed ground disturbance. 


HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 


The principal stream in the battlefie!d area is the 
West Fork of Stones River. Entering Rutherford 
County from the southeast, Stones River flows 
northward to J. Percy Priest Reservoir and 
eventua. ly discharges into the Cumberland 
River. The meandering course of the Stones 
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River through the originai battlefield is shown 
on the Significant Actions and Sites map and the 
Existing Conditions map. 


McFadden Farm, Bragg’s Headquarters, and 
Redoubt Brannan are located at river miles 13, 
15, 16, respectively. Along this 3-mile stretch 
(about | mile of the river flows adjacent to the 
national battlefield), the stream ranges in width 
from about 50 to 100 feet. Depth between miles 
13 and 16 during periods of average flow ranges 
from a few inches to 3 or 4 feet. Fortress 
Rosecrans adjoins Lytle Creek, which flows into 
Stones River. 


A 400-foot section of the riverbank at 
McFadden Farm was stabilized in the 1970s. 
Since that time, floods are reported to be causing 
erosion, and the stabilization issue may need to 
be revisited. However, the stabilizing measures 
of the 1970s introduced modern-day landscape 
elements that are intrusive on the histcric scene. 
Therefore, any modification of the site that 
addresses the erosion concern would also need 
to be consistent with the goal otf returning the 
site as closely as possible to an 1860s landscape. 


The closest U.S. Geological Survey cauging 
station on the west fork of Stones River is on ihe 
State Highway 99 bridge at river mile 21. 
Records for this station are continuous since 
1932. Average flow 1s slightly over 200 cubic 
feet per second (cfs). Flow has varied from a 
minimum of zero to a maxiinum of 38,000 cfs. 


The west fork of Scones River is classified for 
the following beneficial uses: fish and aquatic 
life, wildlife and livestock watering, recreation, 
and irrigation. These beneficial uses were 
assigned using the assumption that the stream 
could be used for a stated purpose if any human 
caused pollution is remedied. 


The most recent statewide water quality 
assessment (1994 305(b) report) analyzes how 
well the streams of Tennessee meet the water 
quality criteria assigned for the classified uses. 
The extent to which a water body supports its 
designated uses has been broken down into four 
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categories: fully supporting, fully supporting but 
threatened, partially supporting, or not 
supporting, based on the degree to which they 
fulfill their classified uses. 


The west fork of Stones River is categorized as 
fully supporting but threatened, meaning that the 
stream currently supports all classified uses, but 
is threatened by potential pollution-causing 
activities. In this case, the west fork of Stone 
River is threatened by current and future 
development. For example, the west fork is 
impacted by bypasses from a sewage pump 
Station operated by the city of Murfreesboro. 


FLOODPLAINS AND WETLANDS 


Most of Stones River National Battlefield lies 
within the 500-year floodplain, and much is 
within the 100-year floodplain (see the Natural 
Resources map). Information for this map was 
derived from the Flood Insurance Rate Maps of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
National Flood Insurance Program. 


Pooling of water, as well as flooding, is a 
problem in some areas. Some areas have nearly 
level soils with characteristics that do not allow 
water to soak through. This problem is 
compounded in some places whers tlicre are 
depressions that have no wutlets. The rainwater 
stands, sometimes for extended periods. Such 
areas are not conducive to development and 
should be left as open space. 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reviewed the 
appropriate National Wetland Inventory Maps 
for the presence of wetlands (see appendix F ). 
These *.aps revealed no forested, emergent, or 
scrub-shrub wetlands in the vicinity of proposed 
development in any of the alternatives. 


According to these National Wetland Inventory 
Maps, several permanent farm ponds exist in the 
area south of Manson Pike that is proposed for 
boundary expansion under alternative 1. 
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INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE 


VISITOR USE RESOURCES AND ° 
FACILITIES 


a 3.5-mile perimeter hiking trail 


* mumerous pieces of artillery exhibited in 
At the time of this writing, the authorized appropriate historic locations 
boundary of the national battlefield includes 712 
acres, 520 acres of which are owned by the ° 
federal government. Stones River National 


Battlefield is divided into six noncontiguous 


a cultural landscape of scattered mixed 
hardwoods and cedar interspersed with 
open farmlands, cedar giades, and rock 





units (acres within authorized boundary shown 
in parentheses): 


the main battlefield unit, including the 20- 
acre Stones River National Cemetery (508 
acres) 


Mc fadden Farm (162 acres) 


the majority of the surviving portions of 
earthen Fortress Rosecrans (26 acres) 


the earthwork remains of Redoubt Brannan 
(9 acres) 


General Bragg’s Headquarters site (7 
acres) 


General Rosecrans’s Headquarters site (.4 
acre) 


The main battlefield unit includes the following: 


the park visitor center/headquarters 
building and parking for 28 cars and 2 
buses 


most of the park’s 3.4-mile self-guided 
auto tour route 


five of the six tour stops along the tour 
route with short trails leading from four of 
the stops 


the Hazen Brigade Monument with a 
parking area for five cars and unsafe access 
onto Old Nashville Highway 
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outcroppings — much the same as it was 
at the time of the battle in i 862-63. 


the national cemetery, which is surrounded 
by a historic limestone wall, and includes 


¢ about 7,000 graves 
* two historic monuments 


* aseries of commemorative cast iron 
markers that were installed prior to 
1933 by the War Department, 
which carry consecutive segments 
of the poem, The Bivouac of the 
Dead 


* a visitor parking area for || cars 


McFadden Farm, on the banks of Stones River, 
includes the following. 


the McFadden farmstead, including the 
historic farm lane and the McFadden 
family cemetery 

McFadden’s Ford across Stones River 

a monument to the fighting that occurred 
on the last day of battle; constructed in 
1906 

two mounted artillery pieces 


visitor parking area for 17 cars 


The remnants of Fortress Rosecrans, wiiich has 
recently undergone significant historic 
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preservation and visitor use development, 
contains the following: 


* remnants of the original earthworks of 
Lunette Palmer, Curtain Wall No. 2, and 
Lunette Thomas — which together contain 
2.500 of the original 14,600 linear feet of 
earth fortifications 


* an 0.6-mile loop interpretive trail with 
sections of boardwalk to minimize impacts 
on historic earthworks and six wayside 
exhibits 


* avisitor parking area for 27 cars 


¢ the southern trai'head of the city of 
Murtreesboro's Stones River Greenway 


Redoubt Brannan of Fortress Rosecrans is being 
developed for visitor use. A 1995 Preservation 
and Visitor Use Plan and Environmental 
Assessment identifies the development, which 
includes an interpretive trail with wayside 
exhibits, visitor parking, and pedestrian access 
to the Stones River Greenway. 


General Bragg’s Headquarters site, which 1s 
adiacent to one of the city’s access points to the 
Stones River Greenway, includes a cannonball 
pyramid. Parking is provided in the adjacent 
city's access area. 


General Rosecrans s Headquarters site, which is 
adjacent to a large limestone quarry, includes a 
wayside exhibit and parking for five cars. 
Visitors to the site have established an 
unauthorized trail from the rear of the site to the 
quarry — a use that is unrelated to the purpose 
of the site. 


Visitor Center. [he park visitor center, located 
near the main park entrance, serves as the first 
stop for park visitors. This facility provides 
visitor orientation/information services; an 
introduction to the Stones River story; 
interpretive media about the Battle of Stones 
River and its role in the Civil War in the West; a 
sales facility of theme-related literature and 
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educational materials: visitor services: and 
public restrooms. 


The visitor center shares space with the park 
headquarters offices and support functions, in a 
Y-shaped facility with a restroom extension. 


The basemeni of this visitor center/headquarters 
building houses the following: 


* aconference room containing the park 
library 


* museum artifact storage 


* lockers for living history and costumed 
interpretation program staff and volunteers 


* a storage room for living history and 
costumed interpretation uniforms, 
accoutrements, and equipment 


* living history and costumed interpretation 
changing area 


* storage room for cooperating association 
sales stock 


The lobby/reception area of the visitor center 
contains an information/orientation desk, a 
cooperating association sales display facility, a 
donation box, entrances to the audiovisual 
theater and the exhibit room, and a historic 
cannon exhibit. 


The historic cannon exhibit and the large theme- 
related sales display facilities visually dominate 
the lobby/reception area. The information and 
orientation desk, located across the lobby from 
the entrance in frent of a window bay, tends to 
become a secondary focal point in the room. 
This desk also is used for cooperating 
association sales. With facilities and exhibits 
occupying much of the available lobby space, 12 
to 15 people seem to crowd the lobby. 


The historic artillery exhibit centers around the 
3.8-inch James Rifle tube used during the Battle 
of Stones River by Capt. Asahel K. Bush’s 4th 








Indiana Battery (attached to Brig. Gen. Joshua 
Sill’s Brigade). The tube is mounted on a 
reconstructed wooden carriage and is displayed 
with a complement of accoutrements. The 
exhibit also includes a carved wooden 
interpretive piaque depicting a battery on the 
move and a 4'2-minute video interpreting the 
sequential firing of a Civil War field piece. The 
4-5 minute video provides an alternative 
experience for the many visitors who do have an 
opportunity to see a live cannon-firing 
demonstration. Such an audiovisual program ts 
interpretively appropriate, considering the 
important role played by artillery during the 
Battle of Stones River. However, the program 
needs revision to remedy several inaccuracies, 
errors, and limitations. Its major deficiency is a 
failure to directly interpret the integral 
importance of artillery during the Battle of 
Stones River. 


Park staff presents an |8-minute audiovisual 
program on demand. There are up to three 
showings per hour during the busiest times. This 
slide/sound program, which uses art plates, is 
outdated. It does not adequately interpret the 
Battle of Stones River in terms of human aspects 
and within the greater context and meaning of 
the American Civil War. The theater contains 
movable seating for approximately 45 people 
and provides adequate seating during much of 
the year, except during periods of heavy 
educational group use. 


Visitor center exhibits, for the most part, were 
installed when the building was completed over 
30 years ago to help commemorate the 
centennial of the battle and the Civil War. 
Generally speaking, these exhibits are of the 
“book-on-the-wall, generic-Civil- War-artifacts” 
variety that present a chronological recounting 
of the Stones River campaign and battle. 


Many of the Stones River artifacts that best 
relate the human aspects of the battle have been 
added since the initial installation of the 
exhibits. These later additions include three 
inscribed Confederate trophy cannon tubes, and 
artifacts from the archeological survey of the 
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immediate Hazen Monument grounds. The 
notable exception to this list 1s the 
Congressional Medal of Honor awarded to 
Sergeant Prentice, which was included in the 
original exhibits. 


Auto Tour Route with Wayside Exhibits. The 
parks 3.4-mile auto tour provides the only 
structured opportunity for visitors to experience 
the actual Stones River battlefield. However. the 
tour interprets only the first and the last three of 
the six major battle action zones. Most visitors 
take this self-guided auto interpretive drive. 
which requires about 45 minutes to one hour, 
using the tour text published in the park folder. 
Visitors are encouraged to take advantage of the 
panoramic view of the battlefield from the 
visitor center patio prior to beginning the tour. 
The tour consists of six stops, listed below (also 
see Existing Conditions map). Approximately 
25 interpretive wayside exhibits augment the 
text in the park folder. 


* Stop | — The Eve of Battle (1st Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


* Stop 2 — The Slaughter Pen (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


* Stop 3 — The Cotton Field (4th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


* Stop 4 — Defense of the Nashville Pike (Sth 
Major Battle Action Zone) 


* Stop 5 — Fight for the Round Forest (4th and 
5th Major Battle Action Zones) 


* Stop 6 - McFadden’s Ford (6th Major Battle 
Action Zone) 


Bicyclists and pedestrians currently share the 
tour route with automobiles. 


Other Interpretive/Visitor Services and 
Facilities. The 3.5-mile perimeter trail 1s 
available for visitors who want a longer walking 
experience on the battlefield. However, the 
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accompanying self-guided trail brochure is out- 
of-print. 


The park maintains 27 cannon tubes along with 
support vehicles for display in the visitor center 
museum and at historic locations throughout the 
park, and for use during living history/costumed 
interpretation artillery firing demonstrations. 
Support vehicles include carriages, limbers, a 
caisson, and a battery wagon. Most of the 
cannon carriages are either cast iron or wooden, 
and are slowly deteriorating even with an active 
cyclic maintenance program. The National Park 
Service estimates a remaining usefui life of 
10—12 years before the cast iron and wooden 
carriages would have to be replaced. Additional 
cannon tubes and carriages are needed to better 
interpret the artillery story. 


At the Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit near the visitor center, there are 
currently on display two 6-pounder smooth-bore 
cannon on replica carriages, two replica limbers, 
and an outdated wayside that interprets the 
battery anc marks its historic battlefield location. 
lhe exhibit represents only a fraction of a 
complete battery, which would have included 
six cannon/limber sets, six catsson/limber sets, a 
battery wagon, and a traveling forge. The 
Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery, along 
with some adjacent batteries, played a key role 
in the Union army’ s defense of the Old 
Nashville Pike. On the first day of battle, this 
battery occupied a position on the battlefield 
near the location of the existing park visitor 
center, from noon to the end of the day. 


VISITOR USE DATA, 1976-1995 


The general trend of park visitor use over the 
past two decades has been notable increases, 
although significant peaks and valleys have 
occurred in the process (see the graph on Annual 
Park Visitation, Stones River National 
Battlefield, TN, 1976-1995). 


Over the past decade park visitation has 
increased nearly one-fourth (23%), from 
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211,295 in 1986 to 259,739 in 1995, even 
though the park’s multiplier factor (average 
number of people per vehicle) was adjusted 
downward twice over that span of time. In 1987, 
it dropped from 4.0 to 3.2, causing a decrease of 
nearly 60,000 for that year. Again in 1994 it 
dropped from 3.2 to a range of 1.9 and 2.2 
(varying by time of year and geographic location 
in the park), causing another sharp decrease of 
nearly 80,000 for that year. Considering the 
double downward adjustment of the park's 
multiplier factor, park use has increased by a 
remarkable 103% over the two-decade span, 
from 128,221 in 1976 to 259,739 in 1995. This 
extraordinary increase occurred in spite of the 
fact that the park was closed tor three weeks in 
November and December 1995 due to 
nationwide government shutdowns. 


This downward adjustment is indicating more 
accurately the number of visitors who are using 
the park's interpretive and visitor use programs, 
services and facilities. New vehicle counters in 
1994 at the visitor center entrance road, the road 
entrance to the national cemetery, and the 
entrance to the Fortress Rosecrans parking lot 
have further enhanced the accuracy of this 
public use data. 


Analysis of monthly visitation patterns for the 
last 20 years (illustrated on the graph on 
Average Monthly Visitation, Stones River 
National Battlefield, 1976-1995) shows the 
following: 


That for the immediate past 10-year period 


(1986-1995): 
¢ about 70% of park visitation occurred from 
April through October 
* visitation by seasons was as follows: 
Winter - 15% 
Spring - 30% 
Summer — 31% 
Fall —- 24% 


* peak visitation occurred during the months 
of May (heavy school group use), July 
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(peak of summer visitation, plus special 
artillery firing interpretive programs), and 
October (heavy visitation by senior citizens 
and families with preschool children 
during the cooler fall weather, plus 
recreational use and significant fall foliage 
viewing) 


For purposes of comparison, for the 10-year 
period 1976-1985: 


¢ about 73% of park visitation occurred from 
April through October 


* visitation by seasons was as follows: 


Winter - 14% 
Spring -— 27% 
Summer — 37% 
Fall —- 22% 


¢ peak visitation occurred solely during the 
summer months of June, July, and August 
(especially the artillery firing interpretive 
programs in July) 


Visitor use figures for the visitor center, the 
main battlefield, the national cemetery, and 
Fortress Rosecrans are based on actual tally 
count in the visitor center and traffic counter 
readings with appropriate multiplier factors for 
these other areas. Total park visitor use 
calculation includes input from each of these 
areas, plus that of the McFadden Farm area. 


Comparing 1994 and 1995 visitor use, visitor 
center attendance declined by approximately 4% 
(1994 visitor center attendance = 57,565; 1995 
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visitor center attendance = 55,150) while total 
park use increased by 27%. This seeming 
disparity suggests that much of the park's recent 
increase in visitor use is attributable to the 
opening of the detached Fortress Rosecrans for 
public use on October 31, 1994. 


During 1995, visitor use of the various facilities 
or areas was as follows. The percentages 
represent the total park users that visited the 
given facility; thus, the figures do not 
necessarily add up to 100%. 


Visitor Center $5,150 21% 
Main Battlefield (park 

loop tour road) 194.800 75% 
Fortress Rosecrans 79,554 31% 
Artillery Monument 

area 74,346 29% 
National Cemetery 81,398 31% 


Three regional factors have the potential of 
substantially increasing park visitation in the 
near future: 


¢ the completion of S.R. 840 controlled- 
access loop around Nashville, part of 
which is now open to I-24 and U.S. 41/708 
about 1'4 miles north of the park 


* a predicted population increase of nearly 
130% for Rutherford County over the next 
three decades — from 120,000 in 1990 to 
approximately 275,000 in 2020. 


¢ the completion of the Stones River 
Greenway 
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SOCIOECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 


POPULATION AND ECONOMY 


The historical growth trends of the city of 
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County are shown 
in table 6. Murfreesboro has had a steady 
increase in population since 1900. Rutherford 
County as a whole lost population from 1900 to 
1930 and then from 1940 to the present has had 
a Steady increase in population. In recent 


decades, Murfreesboro’s large increases in 
population together with large increases in 
Rutherford County's population may be 
attributed ©; part to the increased suburbani- 
zation of the Nashville Standard Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (SMSA) and to the increase of 
economic opportunity in the area. Rutherford 
County is one of the fastest-growing counties in 
Tennessee. 


TABLE 6: POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS FOR MURFREESBORO AND KUTHERFORD COUNTY 





Year Population 

1996 52,000 (140,000) 
1988 42.000 (107,000) 
1980 32,845 (84,058) 
1970 26.360 (59,428) 
1960 18,99] (52,368) 
1950 13,052 (40,696) 
1940 9.495 (33,604) 
1930 7,993 (32,286) 
1920 5,367 (33,059) 
1910 4.679 (33,199) 
1900 3,999 (33,543) 


Change % Change 
10,000 (33,000) 23.8 (30.8) 
9.155 (22,942) 27.9 = (27.3) 
6.485 (24,630) 24.6 (41.4) 
7,369 (7,060) 38.8 (13/5) 
5,939 11,672) 45.5 (28.7) 
3,557 (7,092) 37.5 (23.2) 
1,502 (1,318) 18.8 (4.1) 
2,626 (-773) 48.9 (-2.3) 

688 (-140) 14.7 (-0.4) 
680 (-344) 17.0 (-1.0) 





NOTE: Parenthetical numbers represent Rutherford County. 


According to the 1990 Cesus of Population, 
the Rutherford County population was 
approximately 89% white, 9% black, and 2% 
other. The population was 49% male and 51% 
female. In 1990, 31% of the population were 
under the age of 20, 61% were between 20 and 
64, and about 8% were over 65. According to 
the 1990 Census of Population, the 
Murfreesboro population was approximately 
74% white, 24% black, and 2% other. The 
population was 49% male and 51% female. In 
1990, 28% of the population were under the age 
of 24, 67% were between 24 and 64, and 5% 
were over 65. 


There is nothing unusual about the city’s and 
county s demographic makeup except for the 
unusually large number of persons between the 
age of 15 and 24 years. This is because Middle 
Tennessee State University 1s in the area. 


The city of Murfreesboro has projected that its 
population in the year 2000 could be as high as 
66,000. For Ruthertorcé County the projection 1s 
for about 170,000 in the year 2000. 


The economy of Murfreesboro is inextricably 
woven with the economy of the rest of 
Rutherford County. Rutherford County’s 
economy !s in turn interwoven with that of the 
rest of the Nashville SMSA. Many persons 
commute to Murfreesboro from outside the city 
and county for their employment, and many 
commute from Murfreesboro and Rutherford 
County to other places for their employment. 


The state has begun major highway improve- 
ments in the area. The construction, just 
northwest of Murfreesboro, of the highway loop 
around Davidson County (S.R. 840) will have a 
tremendous impact on the economy and growth 
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patterns of Murfreesboro and Rutherford 
County. 


In Murfreesboro, as of 1990, more persons were 
employed in technical, sales, and administrative 
support occupations (33.1%) than any other 
industry group. Managerial and professional 
specialty occupations (22.0%) and operators, 
fabricators, and laborers (19.7%) followed. This 
is, in part, attributable to the presence of Middle 
Tennessee State University, State Farm 
Insurance Regional Headquarters, and the 
Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Murfreesboro. 


The city of Murfreesboro is somewhat of a 
regional retailing center. In 1990 there were over 
493 businesses in Murfreesboro and more than 
829 businesses in Rutherford County. There are 
numerous other retail and service establishments 
in the city, especially along the major 
transportation arteries. 


Rutherford County has a relatively high per 
capita income as compared with the rest of 
Tennessee and the other counties in the eight- 
county Davidson County Metropolitan 
Statistical Area. In 1989 per capita income was 
$12,536 for Rutherford County. 


LAND USE 


In 1984 a windshield survey was conducted by 
the city of Murfreesboro to determine the land 
uses in the city. (The city is in the process of 
updating the information; however, at the time 
of this writing, the 1984 data was the most 
current available.) Land use was divided into the 
following 15 categories (percent of area in 
parentheses): open space (42.2%), single family 
residential (22.7%), streets and highways 
(11.5%), institutional (8.22%), commercial 
highway (4.5%), industrial (3.8%), five units or 
more housing (2.6%), commercial local (1.3%), 
duplex (1.1%), mobile homes (0.6%), public 
housing (0.4%), medical (0.4%), office (0.2%), 
triplex (0.1%), and quadruplex (0.2%). Since 
this survey was conducted in 1984, there has 
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been much annexation and development in and 
around Murfreesboro and in the area 
surrounding the national battlefield. 


Surrounding land use is primarily single-family 
residential or agricultural open space. Land 
along U.S. 41/70S between the main park and 
McFadden Farm has been loosely zoned as 
industrial with minimum controls on use. The 
combination of nearly level land with good 
transportation access has encouraged industrial 
and commercial development on the part of the 
greater battlefield, which is not federally owned. 


The narrow strip of land between the CSX 
Railroad and U.S. 41/708 is occupied by several 
commercial buildings. The commercial area 
along U.S. 41/70S also contains a concrete 
supply business with high loading towers 
directly across the railroad tracks from the 
Hazen Monument. 


Since the passage of the Telecommunications 
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-!04, 110 Stat. 56, 
February 8, 1996) a telecommunications tower 
has been constructed in the national battlefield's 
vicinity along Manson Pike within the viewshed 
of Redoubt Brannan and the southeast corner of 
the main section of the park. Sites for other 
towers within the vicinity of the park have also 
been considered, including one along Old 
Nashville Highway. Without a comprehensive 
plan for siting telecommunications towers, 
pressure is increasing to locate towers in a 
manner that may result in a derogation of park 
values. 


Developments will reduce the amount of open 
space. Also, economics will dictate that the 
percentage of some types of land use will 
increase while others decrease. For example, the 
total percentage of land devoted to multifamily 
uses has increased while the percentage of land 
devoted to single-family residences has 
decreased, and the percentage of land devoted to 
commercial local uses has decreased while the 
percentage of commercial highway uses has 
increased. 
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The CSX Transportation Railroad right-of-way 
runs immediately behind the Hazen Monument 
and the national cemetery. Noise from frequent 
daily trains disturb an otherwise tranquil scene. 
Also, a Tennessee Valley Authority aerial 
transmission line runs across land south of 
Manson Pike, which in alternative | would be 
considered for addition to the national 
battlefield. 


ACCESS AND CIRCULATION 


Primary access to the park is via S.R. 840, to 
U.S. 41/70S (Broad Street), to Thompson Lane, 
to Old Nashville Highway, to the park visitor 
center. Secondary access is via Interstate 24 (I- 
24), to State Route 96 (Ola Fort Parkway), to 
Thompson Lane, to Old Nashville Highway and 
the visitor center. S.R. 840, a new beltway 
around Nashville, is an important feeder route 


94 


for the park because it intersects Interstate 40, 
the major east-west h ghway through Tennessee, 
and {-24 and U.S. 41/70S just northwest of the 
park. I-24 is also an important feeder route 
because it offers a direct route from Nashville to 
Chattanooga for motorists traveling between the 
Midwest and Florida, and is one of the most 
heavily traveled routes in the nation for 
vacationing motorists. 


Public circulation in the battlefield is on a 
closed-loop road, with access to the national 
cemetery and the Hazen Monument via historic 
Old Nashville Highway. McFadden Farm is 
about | mile north of the main park, across U.S. 
41/70S with access from Van Cleve Lane. 
Access to Redoubt Brannan, Bragg’s 
Headquarters, and Rosecrans’s Headquarters is 
from Old Nashville Highway. Access to Fortress 
Rosecrans is from Old Fort Parkway off of I-24 
or U.S. 41/708. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE OPERATIONS 


Stones River National! Battlefield is authorized 
to have a staff of 11.0 full time equivalent 


employees. One full time equivalent employee is 


equal to one person working one full year. 
However, due to budget constraints, the park is 


currently staffed at less than its authorized level. 


Therefore, park management depends on other 
sources of help, such as volunteers, to provide 
visitor services and assist with maintenance and 
resource management. 
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Office space for the superintendent, park 
operations, and administration is currently in the 
visitor center. Administrative supplies are stored 
in the basement of the building. 


A maintenance building and storage yard are 
located in the northwest corner of the national 
cemetery across Old Nashville Highway from 
the visitor center/headquarters building. Offices 
for maintenance personnel are located here. 
Adjacent to the maintenance facility is the staff 
housing complex, consisting of three single- 
family houses. 
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The last day of the battle at McFadden’s Ford 
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INTRODUCTION 


The alternatives presented in this document 
establish broad, overarching management and 
interpretation guidelines. The general nature of 
the alternatives requires that the analysis of 
impacts also be general. This means that the 
National Park Service can make some 
reasonable projections of likely impacts. 

Thus, this environmental impact statement is 
programmatic and presents an overview of 
potential impacts relating to the proposed 
program for each alternative. However, for the 
development at McFadden Farm and the visitor 
center trail, more specific information is given 
that allows for a more detailed impact analysis. 


Any NEPA documents prepared to assess 
potential impacts associated with future NPS 
development or management actions would be 
tiered to this programmatic environmental 
impact statement. A table showing those general 
management plan proposed actions that may 
affect cultural resources and further compliance 
requirements with the Tennessee State Historic 
Preservation Office and Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation can be found in the section 
on “Compliance with Federal and State Laws, 
Executive Orders, and Regulations,” under the 
subsection on cultural resources. 
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IMPACTS COMMON TO ALL ALTERNATIVES 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


The disturbance of resources for archeological! 
investigations alters the site as data is retrieved, 
and there is the risk that information would be 
overlooked or lost during the investigation 
process. Archeological resources would be left 
undisturbed unless removal of remains was 
justified by resource preservation, research, or 
development requirements. 


Historical integrity of open battlefield lands 
outside the national battlefield boundaries would 
continue to be lost to development. 


Providing a more climate-controlled 
environment for the park’s collection, and 
moving it out of the floodplain, would increase 
long-term protection of the collection. 


IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 


All alternatives would result in increases in 
visitation to and use of the national battlefield, 
although degree of increase would vary among 
alternatives. Thus, air quality would be affected 
by increased motorized vehicle use, although not 
significantly. 


in accordance with the Endangered Species Act, 
endangered and threatened species would 
continue to be protected within all areas under 
NPS jurisdiction. The alternatives are designed 
to avoid adverse impacts on listed species and to 
maintain their habitats within the battlefield. The 
National Park Service has consulted with the 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the state of 
Tennessee, and would continue to consult with 
them on the management of listed species. There 
would be no adverse effects on threatened or 
endangered species or critical habitat from any 
of the alternatives. 


IMPACTS ON INTERPRETATION AND 
VISITOR USE 


The visitor center would continue to provide 
visitors with information, orientation, and 
interpretation for the Battle of Stones River and 
the historic landscape over which it was foughi, 
through exhibits and multimedia presentations. 
However, the quality of that experience and 
amount of interpretation would vary greatly 
among the alternatives. 


Visitors would be provided with the opportunity 
to directly experience some of the historic 
battlefield landscape over which the battle was 
fought by means of a self-guided auto tour road 
However, the extent and quality of that inter- 
pretive experience would vary among the 
alternatives. 


The new visitor center trail would provide safe 
access for pedestrians and bicyclists from the 
Stones River Greenway to the visitor center, and 
in turn, other sections of the park. It would also 
increase the recreational use of bicycling within 
the park, which could have an adverse impact on 
the experience of other visitors, whose primary 
purpose is to tour the park for its educational 
and contemplative values. 
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IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


In alternative i, protection of culturai resources 
would be tne greatest of all alternatives, with 
more than twice as much of the original 
battlefield under NPS protection due to 
expanded boundaries. The additional lands 
would require a survey to identify cultural 
resources, such as cultural landscapes and 
archeological features. 


The return of more of the original battlefield’s 
landscape as closely as possible to an 1860s era 
appearance wherever possible would improve 
the battlefield’s cultural landscape identification 
and preservation effort. In doing so, it would 
alter the existing landscape in terms of enlarging 
certain fields and open areas, and reforesting 
other areas, depending on the recommendations 
of the proposed cultural landscape reports. 


The ground disturbance related to the modifi- 
cation and development of a 7.6-mile tour road 
with 12 interpretive stops, associated wayside 
exhibits, and other proposed developments, 
could have more of an impact on both the 
historic scene and unknown archeological 
resources than alternatives 2 and 3. This would 
be due primarily to the additional development 
of the tour route and interpretive stops south of 
Manson Pike. 


IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
General 


Overall, the long-term protection of natural 
resources in general, and prime and unique 
farmlands and threatened or endangered species 
in particular, would be greater in alternative | 
than cither alternative 2 or 3, with over 750 
additional acres included in the expanded 
boundary. 
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The general impacts of the proposed NPS 
construction are outlined below. At this time, it 
is not possible to identify the specific sites for 
NPS development other than for McFadden 
Farm and the visitor center trail; thus, the 
impacts are not site specific. Actual site layouts 
and subsequent impacts would be determined by 
site characteristics such as slope, soils, 
vegetative cover, and proximity to wetlands, 
floodplains, and endangered species. Most 
possible sites for the placement of these facilities 
have been previously impacted by human use. 
To determine the net impact of each proposed 
action, it would be necessary to subtract existing 
development disturbance from the total amount 
of disturbance. 


NPS development activities would result in 
temporary elevated levels of particulate matter 
and other air pollutants. Appropriate control 
measures would be used to ensure minimal 
impacts from air pollution. Section 118 of the 
Clean Air Act requires federal agencies to meet 
all federal, state, and local air pollution control 
requirements. No air quality standards would be 
exceeded. 


Most of the NPS construction activities would 
be located in the 100-year floodplain. The 
potential impacts of these activities on water 
quality could be high, especially in terms of 
accelerated erosion and increased delivery of 
sediment and silt to and increased turbidity of 
streams. Strict erosion and sediment controls 
would be instituted as part of any NPS 
construction activity in accordance with federal 
and state laws. In addition, any such 
construction would conform with the NPS 
“Floodplain Management Guidelines,” which 
were issued as NPS “Special Directive 93-4” in 
1993. No water quality standards would be 
exceeded. 


Impacts on rare, threatened, and endangered 
species due to construction would be minimal 
because most of the proposed NPS development 
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would be in previously disturbed areas. 
However. a site-specific survey would be 
required at each site as part of the development 
concept plan and environmental assessment 
process to further define impacts on threatened 
and endangered species. 


Animals in construction areas would be 
temporarily disturbed by equipment and 
personnel. Migration and use patterns would be 
expected to reestablish following development. 
Some mortality of resident individuals could 
occur during construction, although this should 
not adversely affect populations. 


Potential impacts on soils as a result of NPS 
construction would be minimal, especially in 
relation to existing disturbance. If construction 
at any of the sites extends into less-disturbed 
areas, impacts would include reduction of direct 
flow of water to soil. Compaction of soils would 
occur as necessary to develop parking lots or as 
result of settling due to the weight of structures. 
Site preparation would result in either removal 
or addition of earth, altering soil structure. 
Rehabilitation of severely impacted areas 
would be attempted wherever possible. 


When specific NPS development sites were 
selected, a wetland determination would be 
done. If necessary, further analysis of potential 
impacts on wetlands would be provided in the 
development concept plan and environmental 
assessment done for each site. 


Impacts on vegetation would include clearing 
vegetation to construct NPS facilities: and 
enlarging certain fields and open areas, and 
reforesting other areas to return as much of the 
landscape as possible to an 1860s era 
appearance. Until exact locations are determined 
for facilities, and returning the landscape to the 
1860s era appearance, it would be difficult to 
quantify accurately impacts on vegetation. 
However, this would be done for future site- 
specific development concept plans, 
environmental assessments, and cultural 
landscape reports. 


For comparative purposes, the National Park 
Service estimates that the new design of the loop 
road would require about 7 acres of new road. 
Approximately 1.5 acres of old road would be 
rehabilitated, leaving a net impact of about 5.5 
acres. The exact footprint of the loop road 
cannot be determined at this time. Therefore, 
specific impacts would be discussed in future 
development concept plans and environmental 
assessments. 


Additional proposed NPS development could 
involve the following acreage of disturbance: 
visitor center (2 acres), Hazen Monument (0.5-1 
acre) and Rosecrans’s Headquarters (<0.5 acre). 
As with the loop road, the exact footprint of 
development cannot be determined at this time: 
therefore. specific impacts will be discussed in 
future development concept plans and 
environmental assessments. 


McFadden Farm and Visitor Center Trail 


Hardening of the trail surface along historic 
McFadden Lane would impact about | acre. 
However. there would be no new disturbance 
because of the past use of the area as a road. 


Construction of a new parking area with 
associated footpaths to the Artillery Monument 
and to new wayside exhibits at McFadden Farm 
would involve about 0.2 acre of disturbance, all 
of which would be previously disturbed ground. 
However, rehabilitation of the old parking area 
would involve about 0.9 acre. Thus. there would 
be a gain in habitat of 0.7 acre. 


Construction of the visitor center trail would 
impact about 4.1 acres. However, there would 
be no new disturbance. The trail would cross 
over previously disturbed ground, such as 
maintained lawns or fields and road rights-of- 
way. 


There would be a minor, localized, and short- 
term decrease in air quality caused by dust. 
particulates, fumes, and noise produced by 
construction equipment. This impact would be 








minor because the disturbed area would be 
relatively small. Volatile hydrocarbons and other 
organic compounds in asphalt would enter the 
air for a short time after completion of 
eenstruction. 


Improvements could lead to increased visitor use 
in the battlefield and thus increased motor 
vehicle emissions. Hauling trucks associated 
with new construction activity would also 
contribute to increased emissions. However, it is 
expected that state and federal air quality 
standards would not be exceeded. 


The soil profile within the limits of construction 
would be permanently altered: cuts might be 
necessary in some places. Soil in the 
construction zone would be trampled and 
compacted by construction equipment and 
personnel. Rock material and soil would be 
redistributed. compacted, and covered with 
asphalt-based material. Nonnative plants would 
have the opporiunity to become established in 
the disturbed soil. 


Construction of the visitor center trai! would 
require grading and leveling and possibly fill. 
Borrow material sources and fill material 
disposal would be approved by NPS staff. 


Erosion and subsequent runoff of disturbed sotis 
would increase until natural and assisted 
revegetation was established. Erosion, coupled 
with increased soil compaction, would lead to 
effects on vegetation, including potential root 
damage. tree loss. and exposure of bare ground. 


The primary water quality concerns associated 
with road and parking area construction are 
erosion and increased sedimentation into streams 
and rivers. With appropriate mitigation there 
would be little impact on the Stones River. Any 
impacts on water quality that did occur would be 
short term. 


Trail surfacing would increase the amount of 
stormwater runoff only slightly because of the 
use of an impervious surface. However, the 
amount of impervious surface compared to the 
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size of the drainage basin would be small, as 
would the increase in runoff. 


State water quality standards would be met. The 
state of Tennessee would be consulted, and the 
State’s nonpoint source coordinator might be 
needed to determine whether a sediment and 
erosion control plan would be required. 


Construction at the sites would result in minor 
habitat loss of 0.3 acre at McFadden Farm and 
4.1 acres at the visitor center trail, and minor 
alteration of remaining habitat. No amount of 
the total disturbance would be new, i-e., all lands 
were previously disturbed. Such previous 
disturbance involves development, maintained 
lawn or fields, or old field habitat. No forested 
habitat would be impacted. Although vegetation 
removal would occur, no vegetative community 
or habitat would be destroyed or significantly 
altered. 


Revegetation would be enhanced by conserving 
and using existing topsoil. There would be an 
increased potential for introduction of nonnative 
species on trail shoulders or banks because of a 
lack of competition with native species in 
disturbed areas. 


There would be a minor, indirect effect on 
overall habitat capacity with the loss of field 
vegetation and food source plants, but this effect 
would be negligible in terms of the larger 
amount of habitat available in the area. Forage 
would be lost during clearing for the trail. Areas 
that are disturbed but unobstructed would 
revegetate and be used by wildlife. Some 
ground-dwelling small mammals and birds 
would be permanentiy eliminated, causing a 
decrease in size of the local wildlife population 
that would be proportional to the habitat lost. 
Long-term impacts would include habitat 
fragmentation and increasing development on 
and human use of habitats, especially in 
previously undeveloped areas. 

















ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 


IMPACTS ON INTERPRETATION AND 
VISITOR USE 


Visitors would be afforded an opportunity to 
experience and understand an expanded 
battlefield story, as it directly relates to onsite 
locations and features of the cultural landscape, 
via access to 36% of the total originai battlefield 
with the park’s new land base. Updated 
interpretive media in the visitor center would 
enhance the quality of that visitor experience. 


Renovation of the visitor center would provide 
the opportunity for greatly improved variety and 
quality of interpretive media and visitor services. 


Visitors would gain a greater understanding of 
and appreciation for the relationship between 
battle artifacts and events, and the surviving 
cultural landscape resource of the battlefield, as 
well as the battle’s greater Civil War context, 
through completely new, refocused visitor center 
exhibits. 


Through expansion of park boundaries to 
include the open, agricultural lands south of 
Manson Pike (historic Wilkinson Pike), park 
visitors would have the onsite opportunity to 
experience all six major battle action zones in a 
logical, sequential order. These lands constitute 
the largest segment of unprotected, surviving 
agrarian 1862 landscape within the greater 
Stones River battlefield. As a result of 
experiencing this extended auto tour, visitors 
would gain a much more complete under- 
standing of the battle, its human drama aspects, 
and the significant effect of vegetation and 
landforms upon the events and results of the 
battle. This extension of the park’s auto tour 
road into those agricultural lands would further 
afford visitors the opportunity to experience 
both an open vista that gives a critical sense of 
scale and space, and the most dramatic, 
commanding vista on the greater Stones River 
battlefield — one that is comparable to some of 
the best, most powerful vistas anywhere on a 
major Civil War battlefield. 


104 


Visitors would be afforded greater opportunities 
for accurate park orientation information 
through planning and installation of orientation 
waysides at all necessary and appropriate 
locations — especially at the park’s remote, 
noncontiguous units. 


Visitors would be able to better understand the 
importance and decisive role of massed artillery 
fire power as graphically depicted through 
selected mounted artillery piece exhibits, many 
of which would be knowledgeably relocated 
following a revised artillery piece location and 
management plan. Such action would provide 
visitors with an enhanced understanding of the 
park’s most important historic artillery location, 
the McFadden Farm ridge overlooking 
McFadden’s Ford across Stones River. 


The establishment of a new self-guided 
interpretive foot trail in the west side of the park 
would provide visitors who have additional time 
and interest the opportunity to experience the 
richness of the original battlefield’s surviving 
cultural landscape, away from the intrusion of 
auto and bicycle traffic. 


Visitors would also experience a safer visit 
through both the rerouting of the access to 
McFadden Farm via the new Thompson Lane 
overpass, and the new design of access for 
parking areas for Rosecrans’s Headquarters site 
and the Round Forest/Hazen Brigade Monument 
area. 


IMPACTS ON SOCIOECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT 


For alternative 1, beneficial impacts on local 
contractors and businesses due to NPS 
construction would be the greatest of all 
alternatives, due to the most proposed 
construction. Estimated gross construction and 
production costs for this alternative are 
$5,404,800. 


Expenditures under alternative | would result in 
increased revenues for the county through new 
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construction, renovation, and labor to support 
these activities. Additional park staff would 
likely be minimal in the scale of the overall 
economy of the area. Since much of the new 
land under alternative | would be maintained as 
farmland, there would be minor reduction in 
agriculture in the area. 


Increased visitation expected by this alternative 
would result in the greatest amount of economic 
benefits to local businesses generated by tourism 
expenditures of all the alternatives. 


Approximately 759 acres of primarily private 
agricultural and residential land would be 
included in the boundary expansion for 
alternative |. The National Park Service would 
consider a number of options for resource 
protection for these properties, including land 
acquisition via donation, land exchange, fee 
simple acquisition (purchase); easements; and 
cooperative agreements — all of which would 
be addressed in an updated land protection plan. 


Acquisition of private lands by the federal 
government would result in the expenditure of 
federal dollars. The public would benefit in the 
enhanced preservation of the nation’s historical 
heritage, and the park would be better able to 
fulfill its mission of preserving cultural 
resources and interpreting the Battle of Stones 
River. 


The proposed protected area includes the 
properties of approximately 40 different 
landowners. The feasibility of acquiring this 
land is largely dependent on funds being made 
available as quickly as possible following 
authorizing legislation. 


Boundary expansion is authorized by public 
law, which enables the National Park Service to 
proceed with acquisition. Boundary expansion 
by itself does not preclude any particular land 
use Or improvement, or the sale of the property 
to outside interests. Landowners within the 
designated boundary retain all rights of 
ownership until their land is actually acquired. 
Landowners are paid fair market value, which is 
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typically determined using the most current sales 
information from multiple properties in 
reasonabic proximity having physical and legal 
characteristics comparable to the property in 
question. 


Boundary expansion could affect the rights-of- 
way of neighboring roads, railroads, and 
highways, and the ability to make future 
changes and improvements to these thorough- 
fares. The National Park Service would consult 
with appropriate agencies and offices prior to 
determining the new boundary for legislation, in 
order to minimize the impacts. 





According to the city of Murfreesboro’s Water 
and Sewer Department, as currently shown, the 
expanded boundary in the area on the west side 
of Thompson Lane and south of Manson Pike 
would remove more than 100 acres of private 
property from the city’s Thompson Lane 
Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment District, 
along with its potential development. It would 
also remove the planned potential for the city to 
recover more than $1 million it has invested in a 
sanitary sewer system for tiie area. 








Due to the proposed boundary expansion and 
subsequent acquisition of some or all of the 
lands by the federal government, the city, and/or 
the county would experience a reduction in tax 
base due to a change in status from private, 
taxable ownership to public, nontaxable 
ownership. This loss of potential taxes may be 
offset somewhat by beneficial impacts through 
savings experienced by removing the lands from 
current and future city or county services 
requirements. For example, there would be no 
increase in requirements for public schools for 
students who might otherwise live on the land; 
no new roads to be built or maintained; and no 
new waste and sanitation services required. 
Additionally, the city and/or county would be 
considered for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes from 
the federal government. 








Under policy established by the secretary of the 
interior to comply with Executive Order 12898 
(“Federal Actions to Address Environmental 
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Justice in Minority Populations and Low- 
Income Populations’), departmental agencies 
must identify and evaluate any anticipated 
effects, direct or indirect, from actions on 
minority and low-income populations and 
communities, including the equity of the 
distribution of the benefits and risks. For 
alternative |, the following effects have been 
identified and evaluated. 


Boundary expansion is proposed under 
alternative |. Some of the occupants of these 
lands would fit into the category of minority and 
low income population. Primarily on the basis of 
equity of benefit and risk distribution, there 
would be no significant impacts on this 
population. The National Park Service would 
negotiate with landowners in this population, as 
well as other landowners within the expanded 
boundary, for a fair market value on each 
property and its improvements. There would be 
no inequity for any landowner associated with 
benefits derived from sale of property to the 
National Park Service. Any risks to landowners 
would be the same for each landowner. 


IMPACTS ON NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE OPERATIONS 


Alternative | would have the greatest impact on 
park operations of all the alternatives. Expansion 
of the park boundary would more than double 
the amount of land to be managed. The proposal 
calls for reiatively little development, thus 
keeping the requirement for additional staffing 
and operating costs at a minimum. However, 
expansion of the auto tour route and additional 
tour stops would produce more facilities that 
would have to be maintained, and would 
encourage more visitation than either alternative 
2 or alternative 3. These factors suggest a 
required increase in the workload of the 
equivalent of two to three full-time employees 
for resource and visitor protection, interpretation 
and visitor services, and maintenance. However, 
if budget constraints on hiring employees 
continue, the park staff would need to become 
more management oriented than task oriented in 
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developing alternative means of accomplishing 
work through contracting, leasing arrangements, 
partnerships and cooperative agreemenis, 
volunteerism, interns, and fund-raising. 


CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
Cultural Resources 


Efforts are being made by the state of Tennessee 
and local communities to preserve and interpret 
Civil War resources on a regional basis. 
Alternative | would significantly enhance 
efforts to preserve Civil War resources in the 
region by protecting more than 750 acres of 
historic battlefield land. In the absence of 
protective measures, land use change destroying 
historical integrity 1s likely to occur. 


Natural Resources 


Alternative | would result in significant long- 
term cumulative impacts on the landscape by the 
acquisition and preservation of more than 750 
acres of land, most of which is open space. 
Cultural landscape reports would recommend 
that this be maintained as open space and 
restored to a general 1860s appearance. In the 
absence of protection of these acres, commer- 
cial and residential development is expected to 
replace much of the open landscape. 


The long-term cumulative impacts of alternative 
1 on wildlife and aquatic and riparian habitat 
would be positive. Potential impacts of proposed 
NPS construction on aquatic and riparian 
habitats would be minimal and short term 
because strict erosion and sediment controls 
would be instituted. Impacts on rare, threatened, 
and endangered species would be minimal as 
most of the proposed development would be in 
previously disturbed areas. 


If alternative | were not implemented, the 
cumulative impact of future land use, including 
commercial and residential, on this land would 
reduce natural habitat, thereby adversely 
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affecting plant and animal species, populations, 
and communities. Increased urbanization and 
suburbanization would result in increased 
surface water runoff and may result in increased 
nonpoint source pollution (e.g., increases in 
sedimentation, heavy metals, pesticides, and 
hazardous substances) to nearby creeks and the 
Stones River. Some of these increases could 
exceed state water quality standards, resulting in 
a loss of aquatic biological integrity. Ground- 
water recharge rates and water quality would 
likely decrease as a result of such future land 
use. 


Interpretation and Visitor Use 


Cumulative impacts on interpretation and visitor 
use would be positive and long term, and would 
complement other regional efforts to interpret 
the Civil War. Through expansion of park 
boundaries to include the lands south of Manson 
Pike, visitors would have the onsite opportunity 
to experience all six major battle action zones in 
a logical, sequential order. For the first time, 
visitors would be able to appreciate the scale of 
the battle and have access to locations where 
important battle events occurred. With the return 
of McFadden Farm to an 1860s appearance and 
the addition of artillery pieces to the site, visitors 
would gain an enhanced understanding of the 
decisive role of massed artillery fire power on 
the outcome of the battle. Renovation of the 
visitor center and its interpretive media would 
support a greater understanding and appreciation 
for the relationship among battle artifacts, 
people, and events, as well as the greater Civil 
War context of the battle. 


Socioeconomic Environment 


The cumulative long-term impacts of alternative 
| on the general public and the residents of 
Murtreesboro and Rutherford County would be 
positive in terms of preserving more of 
America’s heritage, increasing tourist dollars 
spent in the local economy, increasing dollars 
spent locally through initial construction and 
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additional annual staff salaries, and improving 
the quality of life with the preservation of 
significantly more public open space in the area. 


Under alternative |, the city and county would 
be considered for compensation for loss of tax 
revenue through the Payments in Lieu of Taxes 
Act. This act, passed by Congress in 1976, 
provides payments to local units of government 
containing certain federally owned lands. These 
payments are designed to partially offset the loss 
of tax revenue to local governments when 
properiy is acquired by the federal government 
and removed from the real estate tax rolls. 


National Park Service Operations 


After the initial cost of land acquisition and 
facility development, the most significant 
cumulative impact on NPS operations would be 
annual expenses for the maintenance of a longer 
auto tour road and more outdoor exhibits, and 
for the equivalent of two to three additional full- 
time employees. After the expense of restoring 
the land to an 1860s era appearance, the cost of 
maintaining the landscape would be relatively 
small and would probably be associated with 
leasing arrangements, partnerships, cooperative 
agreements, and volunteerism. 


UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE EFFECTS 


Total disturbance at all development or 
construction sites would be approximately 11.6 
acres, including rehabilitation of 2.2 acres. It is 
not possible to assess completely what part of 
this acreage represents past disturbance; 
however, it is believed that most of this acreage 
is previously disturbed. Therefore, there would 
be little new disturbance caused by proposed 
development. 


Proposed development would result in a minor 
visual impact on the park’s cultural landscape, 
and could result in the ‘oss of currently 
unknown archeological resources. 
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RELATIUONSHIP BETWEEN SHORT- 
TERM USES OF THE HUMAN 
ENVIRONMENT AND THE 
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT 
OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY 


Approximately 9.4 acres of vegetation and soil 
would be removed from natural productivity for 
NPS development projects for public education 
and enjoyment. About 2.2 acres of existing 
roads and parking would no longer be needed 
and would be replaced with grass or appropriate 
native plants, thus contributing to the jong-term 
enhancement of biological resources. 


Proposed actions to improve management of 
natural resources and to enhance resource 
investigations within the battlefield would 
contribute to the long-term production of all 
biological resources. Proposed actions aie 
intended to support regionwide, multiagency 
actions to maintain and enhance the long-term 
sustainability and quality of life of the middle 
Tennessee region. 


During the construction phase for the tour route, 


trails, and wayside exhibits, the visitor 
experience could be adversely affected. 
However, in the long term, the visitor 
experience would be enhanced. 


IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE 
COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES 


Proposed development within the national 
battlefield would result in an estimated 
irretrievable commitment of $6,309,500. 
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All excavating would result in an irreversible 
loss of the archeological resource because 
excavation destroys the resource as data are 
recovered from the site. Because new 
archeological techniques are constantly being 
developed, it is likely that better future 
excavation methods would recover significant 
archeological data. Once a site has been 
excavated, it is unlikely that further research 
would be profitable because of the stratigraphy 
of the site and because the context and makeup 
of the site have been altered. 


Under the proposed action, the National Park 
Service would protect all archeological 
resources to the extent practicable. 


Some rare, threatened, and endangered species 
use the battlefield and its resources. Any action 
that led to the loss of individuals, the prey base, 
or the quality of the habitat would contribute to 
the loss of a species as an ecological and genetic 
resource. The proposed action !s designed to 
protect rare, threatened , and endangered 
species. However, human activity could occur 
that would impact these species. Although 
unlikely, it is conceivable that the proposed 
action would be inadequate for protecting these 
species and would inadvertently contribute to 
their decline. 
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IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE 2 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


Overali protection of cultural resources 
associated with the original battlefield, including 
the cultural landscape and archeological 
resources, would oe significantly less than in 
alternative |, since more than 750 acres of land 
that might otherwise be under NPS protection 
would be subject to residential and commercial 
development. 


As in alternative |, the return of the landscape as 
closely as possible to an 1860s era appearance 
wherever possible would improve the battle- 
field's cultural landscape identification and 
preservation effort, but not to the extent as in 
alternative | because the park would not be 
expanded. 


The ground disturbance relat2d to the 
modification of the 5-mile tour road with nine 
interpretive stops, new bicycle lane, new |-2 
mile trail, and redevelopment at McFadden 
Farm and other sites could impact both the 
historic scene and unknown archeological 
resources. This would be minimal because 
development would occur on previously 
disturbed ground wherever possible. 


IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
General 


Overall long-term protection of natural 
resources, including prime and unique farmlands 
and threatened or endangered species, would be 
significantly less than in alternative |, since 
more than 750 acres of land that might 
otherwise be under NPS protection would be 
subject to residential and commercial 
development. 


Impacts of construction wouid be similar to 
those in alternative |, except that the 
modification and construction of the loop road 


under alternative 2 would require about 3 acres 
of new roadway. Approximately 1.5 acres of old 
road would be rehabilitated, leaving a net impact 
of about !.5 acres. The exact footprint of the 
loop road cannot be determined at this time. 
Therefore, specific impacts would be discussed 
in future development concept plans and 
environmental assessments. 


McFadden Farm and Visitor Center Trail 


Impacts on natural resources resulting from 
proposed improvements at McFadden Farm 
would be the same as those presented in 
alternative |. Impacts resulting from con- 
struction of the visitor center trail would be the 
same as those presented in alternative |. 


IMPACTS ON INTERPRETATION AND 
VISITOR USE 


Although some land has been acquired within 
the past decade, park visitors would continue to 
be limited to visiting and experiencing only four 
of the six major battle action zones, and only 
17% of the total original battlefield, with the 
result that they would leave the park with an 
incomplete understanding of the battle. 


Significantly large sections of surviving cultural 
landscape over which the battle was fought 
would remain in private ownership. These 
surviving segments, particularly the agricultural 
pasture and crop land located immediately south 
of historic Wilkinson Pike (now called Manson 
Pike), would also remain highly susceptible to 
potential suburban residential and commercial 
development and would not be accessible to 
visitors. However, this vulnerable surviving 
cultural landscape beyond authorized park 
boundaries would be documented on a quality 
film and/or video format for interpretive use. 
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Via the new 5.0-mile auto tour route, compared 
to existing conditions, visitors would be 
afforded an expanded opportunity to experience 
and understand the battlefield story, as it directly 
relates to onsite locations and features of the 
cultural landscape, for as much of the original 
battlefield as the park’s limited land base would 
allow. However, the opportunity would not be 
as expansive as in alternative 1. 


Other enhancements to the visitor experience 
relating to the visitor center. McFadden Farm, 
and safer access and parking are the same as 
alternative 1. 


IMPACTS ON SOCIOECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT 


The beneficial impacts for local/regional 
contractors and subsequently for local 
businesses would be less than alternative |, due 
to a lesser arscunt of construction on a shorter 
auto tour route, but greater than alternative 3. 
Estimated gross construction and production 
costs for alternative 2 are $3,657,000. 


The improvement of interpretation and visitor 
experience in this alternative would probably 
stimulate increases in visitation to a lesser extent 
than that expected in alternative |. This would 
result in less economic benefits generated by 
tourism expenditures. 


There would be no impact on adjacent 
landowners and no impacts on the city or county 
tax base due to lost property tax revenue because 
no new land acquisition would occur beyond 
current authorization. 


In compliance with EO 12898 (“Federal Actions 
to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low Income Populations”), 
under alternative 2, there would be minimal or 
no impact on minority or low income 
populations. 
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IMPACTS ON NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE OPERATIONS 


Alternative 2 would have less of an impact on 
park operations than alternative |, due to fewer 
resources to manage, a shorter tour route, and 
less expected visitation. This alternative would 
result in the need for work from the equivalent 
of one additional full time employee. However, 
if budget constraints on hiring employees 
continue, volunteerism and student work-study 
programs would be considered to provide the 
necessary assistance. 


CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
Cultural Resources 


Alternative 2, which has no boundary 

expansion, would result in negative cumulative 
impacts on cultural resources compared to 
alternative 1, since more than 750 acres of 
original battlefield that might otherwise be under 
NPS protection would be subject to develop- 
ment and permanent loss of historical integrity. 


Natural Resources 


Under alternative 2, over 750 acres of the 
original battlefield, which is predominantly 
open space, would probably eventually be 
developed, since it would not be preserved by 
inclusion within the national battlefield. The 
cumulative impact would adversely affect plant 
and animal species, populations, and communi- 
ties, and water quality, as described under the 
cumulative impacts on natural resources for 
alternative | if that alternative were not 
implemented. 


Interpretation and Visitor Use 
The cumulative long-term impacts of alternative 
2 on interpretation and visitor use would be less 


than alternative 1. There would be a positive 
impact on the visitor experience from the 
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improvements in interpretive media at the visitor 
center and improvements in the auto tour route 
within the existing park boundary. However, 
there would be a lost opportunity for expanded 
onsite interpretation of an important part of the 
original battlefield, where two of the six major 
battle action zones are located. In addition, 
visitors would be less able to understand and 
appreciate the true size and scale of the battle 
and would be unable to witness the most 
dramatic, commanding vista on the greater 
Stones River battlefield, which is located south 
of Manson Pike. Future development of portions 
of the original battlefield that would otherwise 
be protected by inclusion within the park 
boundary would have ani adverse impact on the 
visitor experience if the development were 
visible from vantage points within the park. 


Socioeconomic Environment 
Compared to alternative |, cumulative impacts 


on residents of Murfreesboro and Rutherford 
County would include the lost opportunity of 
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Impacts of Alternative 2 


having more than 750 additional acres of public 
open space in the neighborhood, and a decreased 
amount of tourist dollars spent in the loca! 
economy due to lower visitation to the national 
battlefield and shorter stays. City and/or county 
governments would continue to receive tax 
revenues from private landowners that would 
otherwise have sold their properties to the 
federal government. 


National Park Service Operations 


The cumulative impacts on NPS operations 
would result in future annual expenditures for 
the equivalent of one additional full-time 
employee and maintenance costs for a longer 
auto tour route and more outdoor exhibitry than 
now exists. However, it would amount to less 
than halt of the additional annual expenses than 
for alternative |. There would be no cost 
associated with preserving landscape on newly 
acquired land, since there wculd be no boundary 
expansion. 














IMPACTS OF ALTERNATIVE 3: CONTINUATION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


Overall protection of cultural resources 
associated with the original battlefield, including 
the cultural landscape and archeological 
resources, would be significantly less than in 
alternative 1, and the same as in alternative 2, 
since more than 750 acres of land that might 
otherwise be under NPS protection would be 
subject to residential and commercial 
development. 


As in alternatives | and 2, the return of the 
landscape as closely as possible to an 1860s era 
appearance wherever possible would improve 
the battlefield’s cultural landscape identification 
and preservation effort, but not to the extent as 
in alternative | because the park would not be 
expanded. 


There would be minor visual intrusion of the 
modern-day trails on the historic scene from the 
visitor center trail and trail improvements at 
McFadden Farm. 


IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
General 


Overall long-term protection of natural 
resources, including prime and unique farmlands 
and threatened or endangered species, would be 
significantly less than in alternative 1, but the 
same as in alternative 2, since more than 750 
acres of land that might otherwise be under NPS 
protection would be subject to residential and 
commercial development. 


Other than McFadden Farm and the visitor 
center trail, mentioned below, there would be no 
additional impacts on prime and unique 
farmlands, floodplains and wetlands, water 
quality, threatened and endangered species, 
vegetation and wildlife, and air quality due to 
construction. 


McFadden Farm and Visitor Center Trail 


Impacts on natural resources resulting from 
proposed improvements at McFadden Farm 
would be slightly greater than those presented in 
alternatives | and 2, since more area would be 
devoted to paved parking and less to habitat. 
Impacts resulting from construction of the 
visitor center trail would be the same as those 
presented in alternatives | and 2. 


IMPACTS ON INTERPRETATION AND 
VISITOR USE 


Even though there has been some land 
acquisition within the past decade, park visitors 
would still be limited to visiting and 
experiencing only four of the six major battle 
action zones, and only 17% of the total original 
battlefield, with the result that they would leave 
the park with little understanding of the battie. 


Significantly large sections of surviving cultural 
landscape over which the battle was fought 
would remain in private ownership. These 
surviving segments, particularly the agricultural 
pasture and crop land located immediately south 
of historic Wilkinson Pike (now called Manson 
Pike), would also remain highly susceptible to 
potential suburban residential and commercial 
development and would not be accessible to the 
visiting public. 


Visitors would continue to have an experience 
that would not measure up to its potential at the 
park visitor center —— which generally contains 
incomplete, outdated, inadequate, and some- 
times confusing interpretive media and facilities. 


Without a revised artillery piece location and 
management plan and additional artillery pieces 
onsite, visitors would continue to see artillery 
that fails to adequately depict its vital 
importance and decisive role at key battlefield 
locations, e.g., the ridge at McFadden Farm 














overlooking the McFadden’s Ford across Stones 
River. 


Visitors desiring a quality extended walking tour 
would be left with an inadequate, fragmented 
experience along the park perimeter trail. 


Visitors stopping at the Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters site and the Round Forest/Hazen 
Brigade Monument areas would continue to 
struggle with the dangerous situation of having 
to back out of small, inadequate parking areas 
directly into traffic on the Old Nashville Pike. 


IMPACTS ON SOCIOECONOMIC 
ENVIRONMENT 


Local/regional construction-related jobs would 
increase to a minor extent, as would other 
construction-related expenditures. Local 
contractors would benefit from the proposed 
construction activities. Estimated gross 
construction and production costs for this 
alternative are $445,500. Visitor expenditures in 
the surrounding area would increase slightly 
because of an expected minor increase in 
visitation over current levels. 


There would be no impact on adjacent 
landowners and no impacts on the city or county 
tax base due to lost property tax revenue because 
no new land acquisition would occur beyond 
current authorization. 


In compliance with EO 12898 (“Federal Actions 
to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low Income Populations”), 
under alternative 3, there would be minimal or 
no impact on minority or low income 
populations. 


IMPACTS ON NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE OPERATIONS 


Alternative 3 would have a relatively minor 
impact on park operations. Improvements at 
McFadden Farm and the addition of the visitor 
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Alternative 3: Continuation of Existing Conditions 


center trail and orientaticn wayside exhibits 
would require some additional work in terms of 
annual maintenance (less than one full time 
equivalent employee), and a slight increase in 
the maintenance operating budget. However, 
even with the minor impact of the actions in 
alternative 3 on park operations, current staffing 
would continue to be inadequate; and if budget 
constraints on hiring employees continue into 
the future, park management would continue to 
use alternative means of accomplishing work 
(e.g., contracting, student work-study programs, 
volunteerism, and donations of time and 
funding). 


CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
Cultural Resources 


Cumulative impacts are the same as alternative 
2. With no boundary expansion, there would be 
negative impacts on cultural resources compared 
to alternative |, since more than 750 acres of 
original battlefield that might otherwise be under 
National Park Service protection would be 
subject te development and permanent loss of 
historical integrity. 


Natural Resources 


As in alternative 2, over 750 acres of the original 
battlefield, which is predominantly open space, 
would probably be developed, since it would not 
be preserved by inclusion within the national 
battlefield. The cumulative impact would 
adversely affect plant and animal species, pop- 
ulations, and communities, and water quality, as 
described under the cumulative impacts on 
natural resources for alternative | if that 
alternative were not implemented. 


Interpretation and Visitor Use 
The cumulative long-term impacts of alternative 


3 on interpretation and visitor use would be 
negative compared to alternatives | and 2. 











ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 


There would be no improvements in interpretive 
media at the visitor center, nor at areas outside, 
within the existing park boundary. There would 
be a lost opportunity for expanded onsite 
interpretation of an important part of the original 
battlefield, where two of the six major battle 
action zones are located. Visitors would be less 
able to understand and appreciate the true size 
and scale of the battle, and would be unable to 
witness the most dramatic, commanding vista on 
the greater Stones River battlefield, which is 
located south of Manson Pike. Future develop- 
ment of portions of the original battlefield that 
would otherwise be protected by inclusion 
within the park boundary would have an adverse 
impact on the visitor experience if the 
development were visible from vantage points 
within the park. Visitors would leave the park 
with an inadequate understanding of the Battle 
of Stones River, its human drama aspects, and 
its overall context within the Civil War. 
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Socioeconomic Environment 


Cumulative :mpacts on residents of 
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County would 
include the lost opportunity of having more than 
750 additional acres of public open space in the 
neighborhood. City and/or county governments 
would continue to receive tax revenues from 
private landowners that would otherwise have 
sold their properties to the federal government. 
Compared to alternatives | and 2, there would 
be a decreased amount of tourist dollars spent in 
the local economy due to lower visitation to the 
national battlefield and shorter stays, and less 
indirect benefit to the local economy because 
there would be no increase in staff and relatively 
little new construction. 


National Park Service Operations 


There would be essentially no cumulative 
impacts on National Park Service Operations, 
since alternative 3 has very little new 
development, and is a continuation of existing 
conditions. 
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COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS, 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS 


GENERAL 


In implementing the general management plan 
for Stones River National Battlefield, the 
National Park Service would comply with all 
applicable laws and executive orders, including 
those listed below. Informal consultation with 
appropriate federal, state, and local agencies has 
been conducted in the preparation of this 
document. After a 30-day no-action period 
following release of the general management 
plan, a record of decision will be prepared to 
document the selected alternative and set forth 
any stipulations for implementation of the plan, 
thus completing the NEPA process. 


This environmental impact statement is 
essentially a programmatic statement, presenting 
an overview of potential impacts relating to the 
proposed program for each alternative. With the 
exception of McFadden Farm and the visitor 
center trail, which are assessed in this document, 
a more detailed development concept pian and 
environmental assessment would be done for 
each NPS-owned site at which future 
development would occur. These documents 
would be tiered to this programmatic statement. 


Executive Order 12898 (“Federal Actions to 
Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations”) 


Under policy established by the secretary of the 
interior to comply with this executive order. 
departmental agencies should identify and 
evaluate, during the scoping and/or planning 
processes, any anticipated effects, direct or 
indirect, from the proposed project or action on 
minority and low-income populations and 
communities, including the equity of the 
distribution of the benefits and risks. If any 
significant impacts to minority and low-income 
populations and communities are identified 
during the scoping and/or planning processes, 
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the environmental document should clearly 
evaluate and state the environmental 
consequences of the proposed project or action 
on minority and low-income populations and 
communities. 


Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
USC 9601 et seq.: CERCLA or Superfund) 


This act regulates the cleanup of hazardous or 
toxic contaminants at closed or abandoned sites. 
The act was reauthorized in 1986 under the 
Superfund Amendment Reauthorization Act 
(SARA). Section 120 of SARA specifies that 
CERCLA is applicable to federal facilities. 


CULTURAL RESOURCES 


The National Park Service is mandated to 
preserve and protect its cultural resources 
through the act of August 25, 1916, and through 
specific legislation such as the Antiquities Act of 
1906 and the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969, which is described below. Cultural 
resources in Stones River National Battlefield 
would be managed in accordance with these acts 
and with NPS Management Policies (chap. 5), 
Cultural Resource Management Guideline 
(NPS-28), and other relevant policies directives. 


As part of its cultural resource management 
responsibilities, the National Park Service 
surveys and evaluates all cultural resources 
under its jurisdiction. Cultural resources are 
evaluated by applying the criteria of the 
National Register of Historic Places. In addition, 
the National Park Service maintains the List of 
Classified Structures, which is an inventory of 
all historic and prehistoric structures in the 
national park system. All cultural resources 
eligible for the national register are recorded and 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 


measured according to high professional 
standards. 


Alternatives in this document were developed in 
consultation with the city of Murfreesboro. the 
state of Tennessee, and other interested entities. 


All facilities and programs would be accessible 
to disabled visitors in keeping with the 
Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (42 USC 
4151 et seq.); the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 
USC 701 et seq.); and, as appropriate, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public 
Law 101-336, 104 Stat. 327). 


Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 USC 
470, et seq.) requires that federal agencies that 
have direct or indirect jurisdiction take into 
account the effect of undertakings on national 
register properties and allow the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity 
to comment. Toward that end the National Park 
Service would work with the Tennessee State 
Historic Preservation Office and the advisory 
council to meet requirements of 36 CFR 800 and 
the September 1995 programmatic agreement 
among the National Conference of State Historic 
Preservation Officers, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, and the National Park 
Service. This agreement requires the Park 
Service to work closely with the state historic 
preservation office and the advisory council in 
planning for new and existing NPS areas. 


The agreement also provides for a number of 
programmatic exclusions for specific actions 
that are not likely to have an adverse effect on 
cultural resources. These actions may be 
implemented without further review by the 
Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office or 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(reducing required consultations with the state 
historic preservation office) provided that NPS 
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internal review finds the actions meet certain 
conditions. Undertakings, as aefined in 36 CFR 
800, not specifically exciuded in the 
programmatic agreement must be reviewed by 
the state historic preservation office and the 
advisory council before implementation. 
Throughout the process there will be early 
consultation on all potential actions. 


The National Park Service has developed a list 
of actions associated with the proposed general 
management plan that could have an effect on 
cultural resources. Some of these actions are 
covered by programmatic exclusions, and would 
require no further SHPO/ACHP review. Other 
actions would need further SHPO/ACHP 
review. This information is presented in table 7. 
The State Historic Preservation Office has 
reviewed the list and concurs with it. 


Internally, the National Park Service will 
complete an “Assessment of Actions Having an 
Effect on Cultural Resources” form before 
implementation of any proposed actions. This is 
necessary to document any project effects, 
outline actions proposed to mitigate any effects, 
and document that the proposed action flows 
from the general management plan. All 
implementing actions for cultural resources 
would be reviewed and certified by cultural 
resource specialists following the September 
1995 programmatic agreement. 


Prior to any ground-disturbing action by the 
National Park Service, a professional 
archeologist would determine the need for 
archeological! inventory or testing evaluation. 
Any such studies would be carried out in 
conjunction with construction and would meet 
the needs of the state historic preservation 
office, as well as the National Park Service. Any 
large-scale archeological investigations would 
be undertaken in consultation with the state 
historic preservation officer. 











Compliance with Federal and State Laws, Executive Orders. and Regulations 


TABLE 7: IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS FOR GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN THAT MAY AFFECT 
CULTURAL RESOURCES, AND THEIR ASSOCIATED STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE/ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 





Actions 


Compliance Requirements 





Provide orientation wayside exhibits at entrance points 


throughout the park. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Produce new interpretive media for the visitor center. 


No further SHPO/ACHP review, will have no effect on 
cultural resources. 





Provide wayside exhibits along the improved and 
expanded tour road as soon as the necessary lands are 
available, and at McFadden Farm. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Rehabilitate the interior of the visitor center for use 
including expansion of interpretive exhibits, curatorial 
activities, museum storage, study collections, and visitor 
orientation. 


No further SHPO/ACHP review; property is a 
noncontributing feature. This action would have no 
effect on cultural resources. 





Expand the Chicago Board of Trade Artillery Battery 
outdoor exhibit. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Restore landscape to approximate appearance at the time 
of the battle, on lands acquired by the National Park 
Service. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on cultural resources including archeological, 
historic structures, and landscapes. 





Implement development at McFadden Farm, including 
hardening the trail along McFadden Lane, replacing the 
existing parking lot, and providing landscaping 
elements. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on cultural resources including archeological, 
historic structures, and landscapes. 





Construct visitor center trail. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Change and expand the auto tour route with associated 
trail as soon as the necessary lands are available. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Provide a new interpretive pedestrian trail. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Provide parking and pedestrian circulation 
improvements at Hazen Monument, visitor center, and 
Rosecrans s Headquarters. 


Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 





Provide a trail from the visitor center to Rosecrans’s 
Headquarters. 





Requires further SHPO/ACHP review to determine 
effect on archeological resources and cultural 


landscapes. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 


Section | 10 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act requires the National Park 
Service to identify and nominate to the National 
Register of Historic Places all resources under 
its jurisdiction that appear to be el:gible. Historic 
areas of the national park system are 
automatically listed on the national register upon 
their establishment by law or executive order. 


Cultural landscape management focuses on 
preserving the landscape’s physical attributes, 
biotic systems, and use when that use 
contributes to its historical significance. 
Research, planning, and stewardship provide the 
framework for the program. Research defines 
the significance, and planning outlines the issues 
and alternatives for long-term preservation. 
Stewardship includes maintenance and condition 
assessment and defines the appropriate 
preservation technology to be used. In this 
regard, the park needs a cultural landscape 
report, as stipulated in all alternatives. 


In addition, the park needs a comprehensive 
historic resource study that identifies and 
evaluates battle events and historic structures 
and sites occurring on present NPS-administered 
lands. During the implementation phase of the 
proposed action, archeological surveys may be 
required as well as historic structure reports and 
ethnographic use studies. This will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis when 
advance planning for construction is funded. 


Native American Grave Protection and 
Repatriation Act (P.L. 101-601; 104 Stat. 
3049) 


Ownership or control of Native American 
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, 
and objects of cultural patrimony that are 
excavated or discovered on federal or tribal 
lands would be assigned to lineal descendants of 
culturally affiliated Native American groups. 
Criminal penalties were established for 
trafficking in remains or objects obtained in 
violation of the act. Federal agencies and 
museums receiving federal funding would 





inventory Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects they hold, identify 
their cultural and geographical affiliation within 
five years, and prepare summaries of 
information about Native American associated 
objects. 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


Analysis of Impacts on Prime and Unique 
Agricultural Lands in Implementing the 
National Environmental Policy Act (45 FR 
59189) 


Federal agencies are required to analyze the 
impacts of federal actions on agricultural lands, 
in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act. This policy was developed to 
minimize the effect of federal programs in 
converting prime, unique, or locally important 
farmland to nonagricultural uses. The proposal 
would have a positive effect on agricultural 
lands, since more of this type of land would be 
protected. 


Clean Air Act, as amended (42 USC 7401 et 
seq.) 


Stones River National Battlefield is designated 
as a class II clean air area. Maximum allowable 
increases of sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, 
and nitrogen oxides beyond baseline 
concentrations established for class II areas 
cannot be exceeded. These class II increments 
would allow modest industrial activities in the 
vicinity of the Battlefield. Section 118 of the 
Clean Air Act requires all federal facilities to 
comply with existing federal, state, and local air 
pollution control laws and regulations. The 
National Park Service would work with the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation to ensure that all activities within 
the battlefield meet the requirements of the state 
air quality implementation plan. 











Compliance with Federal and State Laws, Executive Orders, and Regu!ations 


Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended 
(16 USC 1531 et seq.) 


Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
requires all federal agencies to consult with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to ensure that 
any action authorized, funded, or carried out by 
the agency does not jeopardize the continued 
existence of listed species or critical habitat. 
Consultations with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation have revealed 
that there are numerous federally and state listed 
plant and animal species either within or 
believed to live in the battlefield. 


Most of the development proposed under each 
alternative would be primarily in previously 
disturbed areas. Thus, potential impacts on 
federally listed threatened and endangered 
species would be minimal. A biological 
assessment has already been performed for 
proposed development at McFadden Farm and 
for the visitor center trail. The results are 
published in the appendix of this document. 
Prior to all other proposed development, surveys 
would be done at each site as part of the 
development concept plan/environmental 
assessment process to further define the impacts 
on endangered and threatened species. This 
would include further consultation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation. 


As required by NPS Management Policies, the 
National Park Service would cooperate with the 
Tennessee Division of Fish and Wildlife and the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation to ensure protection of state-listed 
species within the preserve. 


Executive Order 11988 (“Floodplain 
Management”) 


EO 11988 requires all federal agencies to avoid 
construction within the 100-year floodpiain 
unless no other practicable alternative exists. 
Development of some of the facilities described 
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in the alternatives would be at least partially 
sited in areas that are within the 100-year 
floodplain. These facilities are excepted under 
NPS guidelines. 


It appears that the below-ground level of the 
visitor center is at or below the 100-year 
floodplain elevation. Further site-specific work 
is necessary to confirm this. Currently, this level 
houses the battlefield’s rare book and document 
collection. Even though the visitor center 
predates EO 11988, the order explicitly states 
that rare, historical documents and books should 
be stored outside the 500-year floodplain. The 
National Park Service is exploring options for 
moving the collection out of the floodplain. 


Executive Order 11990 (“Protection of 
Wetlands”) 


EO 11990 requires that all federal agencies must 
avoid, wherever possible, impacts on wetlands. 
When specific development sites are selected, a 
wetland determination would be done and 
further analysis of potential impacts on wetlands 
would be provided in the development concept 
plan/environmental assessment prepared fort 
each site. Currently, no impacts on wetlands are 
anticipated. However, if wetland impacts occur 
in the future, a statement of findings, pursuant to 
NPS regulations for compliance with this 
executive order, would be attached to the 
development concept plan/environmental 
assessment. 


Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended (USC 9 sec. 1251 et seq., as 
amended, 33 USC sec. 1251-1376, and 1987 
Federal Water Quality Act) 


Proposed construction and NPS operations 
would have little effect on water quality. Federal 
construction would comply with the 
requirements of sections 401 and 404 of the 
Clean Water Act and other applicable federal, 
state, and local regulations. At present, permits 

















ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 
to comply with these sections are not 
anticipated. 

Executive Order 11987 (“Exotic Organisms”) 


EO 11987 requires federal ageacies to restrict 
the introduction of exotic species into the natural 
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ecosystems on lands and waters that they own, 
lease. or hold for purposes of administration, 
and into any natural ecosystem of the United 
States, and to encourage the states, local 
governments, and private citizens to prevent the 
introduction of exotics into natural ecosystems 
of the United States. 
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 


During the creation of the general management 
plan/development concept plan/environmental 
impact statement for Stones River National 
Battlefield, newsletters were written, and public 
meetings and open houses were held to solicit 
input from the public. 


NEWSLETTERS 


In fall 1992, a newsletter was distributed 
announcing an upcoming public meeting and 
open house on October 27 and 28, 1992, 
respectively. 


in winter 1993, a newsletter was distributed that 
summarized the results of the public meeting 
and open house and presented a schedule for the 
planning process. Also, addresses and phone 
numbers were provided for anyone wishing to 
comment. 


In winter 1994, a newsletter was distributed that 
pro ided an overview of the planning process to 
date, and presented park purpose and 
significance, management objectives, park 
vision, interpretive themes, and possible future 
actions. A map was also provided that was the 
result of the planning team's research. This map 
showed the locations of significant sites related 
to the battle, and defined the original battlefield. 
Finally, the six major battle action zones of the 
battle were depicted. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS AND OPEN HOUSES 


On October 27, 1992, a public scoping meeting 
was held in Murfreesboro to introduce the 
general management planning process and to 
give the public the opportunity to comment on 
the purpose and management of the national 
battlefield and appropriate visitor use. An open 
house was also held on October 28 at the 
battlefield’s visitor center to allow the public te 
comment. 
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In February 1993, the planning team conducted 
a workshop at the park to develop interpretive 
themes. In addition to NPS personnel from 
various offices, representatives from Rutherford 
County and the city of Murfreesboro attended. 


In April 1993 a workshop was held at the park 
to identify possible alternative actions 
concerning resource management, interpretation, 
visitor use, and development that relate to the 
issues identified during the scoping phase. In 
addition to many of the same participants at the 
February workshop, there were representatives 
from the Tennessee State Historic Preservation 
Office and Middle Tennessee State University. 


On July 28 and 29. 1994, at the park, the 
planning team presented preliminary alternatives 
and proposed boundary expansion to affected 
landowners. These informal meetings were a 
necessary precursor to the October 4 and 5, 
1994, meetings. 


On October 4, 1994, a public meeting was held 
at the park visitor center that included a 
presentation on alternatives for battlefield 
interpretation, development and boundary 
expansion. An informal open house for 
discussion of these same topics was held on 
October 5 at the visitor center. 


The Draft General Management Plan / 
Development Concept Plan / Environmental 
Impact Statement was released in June 1997. 
Three public meetings were held to present the 
plan and record public comments. The first 
meeting was held on June 25 at the Stones River 
National Battlefield visitor center. The other 
meetings were held in the afternoon and evening 
on June 26 at the Murfreesboro Chamber of 
Commerce building. Written comments on the 
document were requested to be received by 
September 4, 1997. Written comments and NPS 
responses io those comments are presented in 
this chapter of the document. 











CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 


106 CONSULTATION FOR CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 


On July 12, 1993, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation and the Tennessee State 
Historic Preservation Office were formally 
invited to participate in the general management 
planning process for Stones River National 
Battlefield in compliance with the programmatic 
agreement among the National Conference of 
State Preservation Officers, the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, and the 
National Park Service. The Tennessee State 
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Historic Preservation Office participated in an 
alternative workshop in the park during April 
1993. Draft documents were sent to the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and 
the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office 
in June 1997. A member of the State Historic 
Preservation Office participated in all three 
public meetings. An official response from that 
office was sent to the planning team on June 27. 
1997. The comments were incorporated into the 
final document. No comments were received 
from the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation. 
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LIST OF AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS TO WHOM 
COPIES OF THE DRAFT DOCUMENT WERE SENT 


TENNESSEE CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION 


Hon. Bill Frist 
Hon. Fred Thompson 
Hon. Bart Gordon 


FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, 
AND OFFICES 


Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Department of Defense 
Army Corps of Engineers 
Department of the Interior 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Park Service 
Interagency Resources Division, 
American Battlefield Protection 
Program 
Federal Highway Administration 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


STATE OF TENNESSEE 


Tennessee General Assembly 
Hon. Andy Womack 
Hon. Mary Anne Eckles 
Hon. John D. Hood 

Department of Environment and Conservation 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Tennessee Historical Commission 
Tennessee Natural Heritage Program 
Tennessee State Parks 

Department of Transportation 

Middle Tennessee State University 
Center for Historic Preservation 
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RUTHERFORD COUNTY 


County Executive Nancy R. Allen 
Regional Planning Commission 


CITY OF MURFREESBORO 


Mayor Joe B. Jackson 

Parks and Recreation Department 
Planning and Engineering Department 
Public Works Department 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Association for the Preservation of Civil War 
Sites (Hagerstown, Maryland) 

Civil War Trust 

Eastern National Parks and Monuments 
Association 

Friends of Stones River National Battlefield 

National Parks and Conservation Association 

Nature Conservancy 

Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce 


In addition the drait document was sent to 
individuzis on a mailing iist maintained at the 
park. 
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COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 


INTRODUCTION 


The Draft General Management Plan / 
Development Concept Plan / Environmental 
Impact Statement was released in June 1997. 
Approximately 400 copies of the document were 
distributed to local, state, and federal 
government agencies; organizations; local 
landowners; and numerous other individuals on 
the park’s mailing list. Three public nicetings 
were held following release of the document to 
provide for comment on the three alternatives. 
Written comments on the document were 
requested to be received by September 12, 1997. 
However, some written comments were received 
after that date and were also considered. 


The National Park Service is pleased with the 
interest shown in the alternatives that were 
generated for Stones River National Battlefield, 
and wishes to thank those who responded to the 
Draft General Management Plan. A total of 344 
letters were received, including 17 from 
government agencies and 327 from the general 
public, including organizations. The latter group 
included 136 form letters, consisting of two 
different forms and 217 signatures. All letters, 
including E-mail submissions, are reproduced in 
this section. One example of each form letter is 
reproduced, and a list of all signatures on the 
form letters is presented. Some signatures were 
difficult to read, and therefore, names may be 
misspelled. In accordance with federal privacy 
requirements, addresses and telephc ne numbers 
of all individuals have been blocked out. 


Comments received in writing were similar to 
those voiced at the public meetings. There were 
many letters and some people at the meetings 
that strongly supported alternative 1, the NPS 
proposed action. These people voiced their 
opinion that as the Battle of Stones River was 
one of the major conflicts of the western theater 
of the Civil War in which thousands lost their 
lives, the battlefield deserves the recognition and 
respect accorded to other Civil War sites 


commemorating artles of similar scope. They 
concur that the park’s current holdings of 12% 
of the original battiefield is inadequate for 
comprehensive interpretation of either the scale 
or significance of the battle. Additionally, many 
of the respondents expressed their concern that 
the rapid change occurring on the surrounding 
lands necessitated prompt implementation of the 
plan. 


There were also many letters and numerous 
people at the meetings that strongly opposed 
alternative | due to the propcsed boundary 
expansion. The objections primarily centered 
around the NPS acquisition process: landowners 
of property designated within the proposed 
boundary felt that their land was held hostage 
until purchased, that the acquisition process 
itself is too slow, and that landowners would not 
be adequately compensated for their land. Some 
landowners did not wish to be included in the 
proposed boundary and want to remain cn their 
land. There were also respondents who felt that 
the cost to acquire additional land did not justify 
the action regardless of the benefits that would 
accrue for the park resource and visitor 
experience. One criticisni of the draft plan was 
that the specific cost of acquisition was not 
included. 


All comments were considered by the National 
Park Service in the preparation of the Final 
General Management Plan / Development 
Concept Plan / Environmental Impact 
Statement. As long as the opportunity remains to 
implement the important battlefield protection 
provisions of alternative |, the National Park 
Service believes that it must support that goal. 
This is clearly the last opportunity to do so. 
Where appropriate, the text of the draft docu- 
ment has been revised for the final document in 
response to comments and concerns. 


Representative comments are grouped by topic 
below, along with NPS responses to the 
comments. Letters from government agencies 
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are then reproduced, followed by letters from the 
general public in alphabetical order by 
respondent. 


REPRESENTATIVE COMMENTS AND 
RESPONSES 


TOPIC: Amount of Laud Necessary To Tell 
Story 


Comment: Alternative | is a waste of public 
funds and it is unnecessary in the interpretation 
of the Battle of Stones River. The 700 plus acres 
currently in the park boundary is more than 
adequate for battle interpretation. With a 
competent staff and materials, alternative 2 
should be more than adequate to tell the story of 
the battle to future generations. 


Commert: More and more battlefield acreage is 
being lost to commercial development around 
the country every day, but few of the remaining 
unprotected battlefields are as important to our 
national Civil War heritage as Stones River. 
Commercial growth within our community ts so 
rapid that lands available today to enhance the 
Stones Kiver story will not be available in the 
future. Hallowed ground where Civil War 
soldiers once spilled blood for their beliefs and 
our freedom is today occupied by a McDonalds 
tast food restaurant and Wal-Mart Super Center. 
There is other land available nearby for future 
development without having to encroach further 
on the battlefield grounds. Battlefield expansion 
must be viewed from a rational perspective. 
Even though the vast majority of Amer, ans are 
unfamiliar with Stones River there are still well 
over 250,000 visitors annually that testify to 
people's interest from around the country in 
Stones River batticfieid. Theretore, the 
expansion issue transcends local politics and 
speaks to our national heritage. 


Comment: Alternative | does not go far 
enough. Other areas are important to protect. 


Comment: The national battlefield staff can’t 
adequately maintain what it has at present. The 
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field that borders Van Cleve Lane and Manson 
Road is usually overgrown, as is the field that 
borders Van Cleve Lane and the Old Nashville 
Highway. 


Response: A number of significant sites 
related to the battle remain outside the 
national battlefield’s authorized boundary. In 
alterrative |, the area of proposed addition 
below Manson Pike 1s where the Confederate 
Army swept the Union Army north on the 
first day of battle. At present the park 
contains very little acreage on which the 
Confederate Army made its major advance 
on the first merning of the battle. Particular 
battle landmarks that affected troop 
movements, such as the brick kiln and the 
Harding and Gresham licuses, were located 
here. Protection of this area would allow the 
story of all six major battle action zones to 
be toid on site for the first time, enhancing 


Visitors’ appreciation of the immense scale of 


the battle. Additionally, the area affords 


some of the most dramatic vistas of any Civil 


War battlefield and is a landscape that ts not 
replicated in any location of the present park. 


During the planning process, the original 
battlefield of 4,000 acres was evaluated. The 
lands selected for proposed additions to the 
national battlefield were those that are 
contiguous with the authorized park 
boundary, would serve to fulfill the park's 
management objectives relating to resource 
protection, visitor use, and interpretation, 
and for the most part, retain historic 
landscape integrity. See also pages 20 to 24. 


A manage nent goal for the park is to 
maintain a landscape that reflects an | 860s 
appearance. In accordance with this goal, 
mowed areas are minimized to keep the 
appearance of open fields, native grasses are 
encouraged, and exotis pest species such as 
musk thistle are controiled. This policy 
supports interpretive themes and reduces 
maintenance costs. 
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TOPIC: Process of Acquiring Land 


Comment: The National Park Service should 
provide an explanation of the land acquisition 
process, furnish its best estimate of the 
acquisition schedule, and state the priority that it 
places on these acquisitions relative to other 
pressing projects. 


Comment: | feel that the Park Service's attack 
upon private property owner's rights are so 
serious that our United States Congress should 
launch an investigation into their procedures and 
practices of controlling private property. 


Comment: If the Park Service wants to acquire 
additional property, then it should be negotiated 
and purchased immediately. 


Comment: | understand that when a 
condemnation trial is held in Federal Court, the 
Park Service has the option of paying to the 
landowner the amount of the jury verdict, or, 
alternatively, simply paying court costs and 
attorney's fees and walking away from the 
judgment, if they believe it to be too high. 


Comment: My greatest concern is that the 
expansion of the battlefield boundaries be 
accomplished by the United States Congress 
very quickly. It appears that any delay will result 
in the destruction of the historically valuable 
properties by current developers. 


Comment: Rutherford County and the City of 
Murfreesboro support alternative 2 of the Draft 
Genera. Management Plan. They favor 

expans on of the boundaries of ‘he Stones River 
National Battlefield, but only to the extent that 
funding is available for payment to property 
owners at the time of inclusion into the park 
boundaries. They oppose inclusion of private 
property within park boundaries when there is 
no funding for acquisition of the privately 


owned property. 


Response: The National Park Service must 
follow federal law and departmental policies 
in regard to land acquisition. These policies 


are designed to protect the taxpayers from 
purchasing land at artificially inflated values 
while providing a fair price to the property 
owner. The primary source of funds for land 
acquisition is congressional appropriations. 
Appropriations are not typically provided at 
the same time boundary expansion and land 
acquisition are authorized since authorization 
and appropriation are usually distinct acts of 
Congress. Therefore, the acquisition process 
available to the National Park Service can be 
prolonged. 


At some point after the final plan is 
approved, legislation would be written to 
authorize and describe the expanded 
boundary of the national battlefield. The new 
boundary would take into consideration 
concerns expressed during the public 
comment period on the Draft General 
Management Plan, such as needed rights-of- 
way for road improvements, development 
that may have occurred since the distribution 
of the draft plan, and concerns by 
landowners. 


If the boundary expansion is authorized, a 
land protection plan would be prepared in 
order to identify the interest needed in each 
tract and to prioritize acquisition. Highest 
priority would go to lands under imminent 
danger of being lost to development, and to 
lands that are required for visitor services, 
such as the expanded auto tour route. 


Only when funds are available would the 
National Park Service be in a position to 
make offers to acquire properties. Offers 
would be based on appraisals of fair market 
value. Each landowner’s situation is unique, 
and in each case every attempt would be 
made to arrive at an equitable solution to 
satisfy the mutual needs of the landowner 
and the National Park Service as 
expeditiously as possible. For owners of 
residential properties who wish to continue 
to live on them, occupancy arrangements 
may be made for a specified time or for life 
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Clearly a barrier to immediate acquisition at 
the time of authorization is that money is 
dependent on an annual appropriations 
process. When an owner is anxious to sell 
and the National Park Service doesn’t have 
the money, then other organizations 
sometimes help expedite purchase. 


The amount of time it would take to acquire 
the proposed additions would vary from 
parcel to parcel, depending upon the above 
factors. Therefore, it is impossible at this 
time to say how long this entire process 
would take. The priority that the National 
Park Service places on these acquisitions 
would be established upon congressional 
authorization and preparation of an updated 
land protection plan, and would be assessed 
periodically during servicewide funding 
calls. 


The National Park Service resorts to 
condemnation only in extreme cases. When 
parties are unable to agree to the amount of 
just compensation for the property, the 
ultimate settlement of a difference of opinion 
on value is through the eminent domain 
process by the Federal Court. The Anti- 
Deficiency Act prohibits the National Park 
Service from obligating the government for 
expenditures if sufficient funding is not 
available. If the award is outrageously high, 
the National Park Service may, as an act of 
prudent behavior, dismiss the case from 
condemnation and would have to pay the 
defendant's attorney fees and certain other 
litigation expenses. 


TOPIC: Effect of Boundary Expansion on 
Landowners’ Rights 


Comment: Some property owners are opposed 
to an expanded boundary that would include 
their lands. Such inclusion may inhibit a 
landowner from improving the property and 
may discourage a potential purchaser much in 
the same manner that a “right of first refusal” 
constitutes a cloud on property. The state of 
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Tennessee would not take land from an 
unwilling owner for the expansion of a state 
park or a historic site. While taking of property 
by the United States is a federal issue, and the 
inclusion of the land within the boundaries is not 
necessarily a taking, the state believes that some 
consideration should be given to state policy on 
the taking of land within its borders. The 
National Park Service should examine the extent 
it may reconfigure the proposed boundaries to 
accommodate unwilling landowners and still 
accomplish its goals as stated in alternative |. 
The National Park Service should reconsider the 
viability of alternative | if it is unable to draw 
boundaries that satisfy a substantia! number of 
affected landowners. 


Comment: This plan is a ploy by the Battlefield 
to control very valuable private property by 
taking 756 acres into the “Official Boundary” of 
the Park. The recent history of Park 
Management supports this allegation. In 1989 
and 1991 Congress passed legislation 
authorizing expansion of the Park by 300 acres. 
Over the next eight years they have only had 
appropriations to purchase 100 acres. The other 
200 acres of privately owned property are still 
within the “Official Boundary” of the Park, 1.e.. 
under the cloud of Park expansion. This cloud 
damages the sale of this property, thusly the 


private property owner. 


Response: Prior to recommending a more 
precise boundary for legislation, the National 
Park Service would consult with all affected 
landowners to determine the extent of 
interest in acquisition and to address 
concerns in the manner discussed under the 
previous topic. Landowners whose property 
is included within the boundary retain all 
legal rights of ownership until actual date of 
purchase. 


TOPIC: The Cost of Land Acquisition 


Comment: The General Management Plan 
should identify the costs of land acquisition. 
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Comment: In the meetings held by the Park 
Service it was said that land acquisition could 
cost betv een $15 and $30 million. 


Response: Fair market value is typically 
determined using the most current sales 
information from multiple properties in 
reasonable proximity having physical and 
legal characteristics comparable to the 
property in question. Since fair market value 
depends on a number of factors and changes 
over time, it is impossible to develop a 
reasonable estimate of the cost of land 
acquisition that would occur sometime in the 
future. As a reference point, the county's 
appraised value of properties contained in 
the proposed additions for alternative | is 
$3,179,400. This figure is based on county 
reports dated as recently as March 13, 1998. 
The National Park Service recognizes that 
the county-appraised values may reflect only 
a portion of what constitutes fair market 
value, since land values are rapidly 
increasing in this area, underscoring the 
reality that fair market value can be 
determined only at time of acquisition. 


TOPIC: Battlefield Protection Beyond the 
Proposed Expansion 


Comment: While acquiring additional acreage 
would increase the National Park Service's 
opportunity to provide recreation and cultural 
experiences, measures should also be taken to 
preserve the viewscapes of the battlefield. Lack 
of suitable development controls on the part of 
the City of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County 
need to be addressed to adequately manage the 
pressures of future development. 


Comment: How does the National Park Service 
plan to gain the participation of adjacent 
landowners in maintaining the general 
appearance of an agricultural landscape or open 
space to complement the park? Have guidelines 
been prepared? Will the National Park Service 
rely on the local municipalities to enforce this? 
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What incentives will be provided to encourage 
the adjacent landowners to participate? 


Response: The National Park Service 
recognizes the importance of preserving the 
viewscapes of the original battlefield which 
fall outside the boundaries of the Stones 
River National Battlefield. This issue ts 
addressed in the section entitled 
“Coordination and Cooperation with 
Community” under alternative |. Some 
efforts have already been made by the city 
and county towards instituting design 
standards through zoning. For example. 
battlefield protection zoning can now be 
applied in some areas by the city. A 
promising approach to historic landscape 
preservation along historic road corridors ts 
being considered by the county. Design 
standards intended to be applied to the 
battlefield corridors are described in the 
Stones River Battlefield Transportation 
Corridors Plan, prepared in 1997 for 
Rutherford County (pages 58-60). 


Participation of adjacent landowners in 
maintaining the general appearance of an 
agricultural landscape or open space to 
complement the national battlefield is 
entirely voluntary. The National Park 
Service cannot enforce ordinances, codes, 
etc., outside its boundary. The Park Service 
would provide technical assistance in design 
for adjacent landowners who requested this 
guidance. 


TOPIC: Status of Proposed Actions Inside 
the Current Boundary 


Comment: The Chicago Board of Trade Battery 
site is already within the authorized boundary of 
the National Park Service. Why should the 
Alternative | plan for this site be tied in with 
land acquisition south of Manson Pike? If the 
Chicago Board of Trade site is historically 
important, interpret it fully ia Alternative 2 and 
3 also, don’t hold in hostage to land acquisition 
elsewhere. 
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Response: There are a variety of ways to 
interpret the Chicago Board of Trade 
Battery. and the Draft General Management 
Plan presented a range of reasonable 
alternatives in order to elicit public 
comment. Expansion of this exhibit is not 
dependent on land acquisition requiring new 
legislation, either south of Manson Pike or 
elsewhere in the proposed additions. 
Therefore, expansion of the exhibit would 
occur whenever sufficient funds are 
available, and would not depend on further 
congressional authorization. (This also 
applies to other elements of alternative | 
within the current boundary.) 


TOPIC: Effect of Proposal on Area Roads 
and Utilities 


Comment: Expansion of national battlefield 
boundaries could have an effect on future 
changes and improvements within rights-of-way 
for highways, roads, and railroads; specifically 
Interstate 24, U.S. 41/70S, Manson Pike, and the 
CSX rail corridor. 


Comment: Once this property belongs to the 
National Park Service, any intrusion for 
transportation or utilities becomes a nightmare. 


Comment: Alternative | is in direct conflict 
with the city’s Major Street Plan and proposed 
updates, and the Draft General Management 
Plan does not propose alternatives. Alternative | 
will compromise the city’s and county’s ability 
to provide for the transportation needs of the 
community. 


Comment: It would be better to retain a 
significant part of the auto tour route completely 
within the battlefield area in a manner not to 
require crossing or use of adjoining public 
rights-of-way, and such that the tour segment 
could begin and end completely within the 
battlefield. 


Comment: The National Park Service should 
consult with the City of Murfreesboro and 
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Rutherford County regarding the impact of Park 
Service actions on infrastructure investments 
made by the city and/or county on properties 
included within the expanded boundary. For 
example, the city has invested over $1,000,000 
in a sanitary sewer system along the west side of 
Thompson Lane, south of Manson Pike. 


Response: In the events leading to 
congressional authorization of boundary 
expansion, the National Park Service would 
consult with the city of Murfreesboro, 
Rutherford County, and appropriate agencies 
including the Federal Highway 
Administration, Tennessee Department of 
Transportation, Nashville Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, Regional 
Transportation /Authority, and CSX Railroad 
officials to consider all right-of-way needs 
and traffic considerations, while protecting 
as much of the historic resources of the 
battlefield as possible. 


A recent transportation study on the area 
surrounding the national battlefield indicates 
that the proposed boundary expansion and 
expanded tour route in alternative | would 
not significantly affect local traffic, even 
with an expected increase in visitation. The 
study, Stones River Battlefield 
Transportation Corridors Plan, was pre- 
pared by Community Planning & Research, 
Inc. in 1997 for Rutherford County. The 
study concludes that area roads and the park 
itself could support two to three times 
today’s visitor levels, or up to 850,000 
annual visitors, which is roughly double the 
visitation projected for the year 2015. For an 
explanation of how National Park Service 
visitation statistics are compiled, see pages 
88-89. 


As a matter of policy, the National Park 
Service does not put new roads on historic 
properties when existing roads, both historic 
and modern, can accommodate visitor traffic 
with sensitive planning and design. This 
allows the Park Service to maintain the 
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maximum amount of historic landscape in 
accordance with the enabling Icgislation. 


The National Park Service does not have the 
authority, nor is there any mechanism to 
directly compensate the city of Murfreesboro 
for anticipated returns on its sewer 
investment. Prior to determining a more 
precise boundary at the time legislation ts 
prepared, the city and county would be 
consulted, and consideration would be given 
to new construction and development that 
might be in place, such as that along 
Thompson Lane. 


TOPIC: Environmental Concerns 


Comment: More site specific information ts 
needed to determine the potential for 
environmental impacts from proposed 
development, including impacts on wetlands and 
riparian habitat. 


Comment: Impacts to water resources, 
including wetlands, should be avoided if 
possible. Appropriate mitigation should be 
undertaken if impacts to water resources are 
unavoidable. The National Park Service should 
obtain the appropriate permits prior to beginning 
work. 


Comment: Landscape restoration should be 
accomplished by using native plant species 
consistent with local community types. 


Comment: The final document should stat< that 
the National Park Service will consult with the 
State Historic Preservation Office relative to 
implementing those features of the plan which 
involve the installation of wayside exhibits, tour 
roads, trails, and outdoor exhibits. 


Comment: Cumulative impacts should be added 
to the document. 


Response: Due to the programmatic nature 
of this environmental impact statement, an 
overview of potential impacts relating to the 


proposed actions of each alternative is 
presented. The objective at this stage ts to 
determine if elements of the alternatives are 
reasonable in view of potential impacts. 
Additional documentation of impacts would 
be performed at the next stage of planning 
and design for specific actions such as 
construction of the auto tour route. However. 
for the development at McFadden Farm and 
the visitor center trail, more specific 
information is given in this document that 
allows for a more detailed impact analysis so 
that those projects may proceed. A biological 
assessment for those two sites is included in 
this document. See also the “Introduction” to 
the “Environmental Consequences” section. 


Strict erosion and sediment controls would 
be instituted as part of any construction 
activity in accordance with federal and state 
laws. The National Park Service would 
obtain the appropriate permits prior to 
beginning work. Also see the discussion on 
erosion and stormwater control in the 
“Mitigation Measures for All Alternatives” 
section of the “Alternatives, Including the 
Proposed Action” chapter. 


Landscape restoration would be consistent 
with that defined by cultural landscape 
reports and would consider the use of native 
plants as well as farm crops in the agri- 
cultural scene. 


Table 7 of the document has been revised to 
reflect that the National Park Service would 
consult with the State Historic Preservation 
Office regarding the listed items. 


Cumulative impacts have been added to the 

“Environmental Consequences” chapter. 
TOPIC: Education and Interpretation 
Many thoughtful suggestions were offered on 
educational programs, interpretive themes and 


exhibits, specific sites to feature or preserve, and 
modifications to the visitor center. All of these 
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suggestions would be considered in the more 
detailed planning efforts for interpretation and 
cultural landscape preservation. 


Some respondents expressed concern about 
locations of important battle sites or structures 
(such as the James house or the site on which 
General Cleburne’s division was involved) 
which are not included in the proposed 
protection areas. 


The National Park Service acknowledges that 
there are areas of historical significance which 
are not included in the proposed protection 
areas. (See pages 19-20 for the basis of 
determining areas to be included.) One of the 
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park's management objectives encourages 
interpretation of the greater battlefield through 
cooperation with landowners and local 
government agencies. Rutherford County has 
prepared a Countywide Civil War Sites 
Interpretive Plan to interpret the greater 
hattlefield. When implemented, it will have 
brochures, site identification markers, and 
wayside exhibits throughout the county to 
interpret the Civil War in Rutherford County. 
This plan was funded by a grant from the 
American Battlefield Protection Program. The 
staff at Stones River National Battlefield 
continues to provide technical assistance in these 
interpretive endeavors. 
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Be 
rege gre a 
July 2, 1997 

be Repty Refer To HPR-T 
Ms Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River National Battiefield 
Nationa! Park Serv ce 


3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 
Subyect Draft General Management Plan/Eavironmental Impsct Sustement 


These comments are being offered in response to your June 10, 1997 letter to Mr. Leon Larson, 
Regional Federal Highway Administrator The Region 4 Office of Planning and Progrem 
Development forwarded a copy of your Drafi General Management Plan for our review and 
comment since the Tennessee Division has the most comprehensive knowledge of transportation 
plans and programs within Tennessee. 


Under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991, the Federal Highway 
Admunistration (FHWA) strives to balance umproved mobility and safety while at the same ume 
environment. [t 1s the polucy of the Federal Highway Administration to ensure carly 
consideration of environmentally sensitive areas and to avoid or minimize future social, 
economic, and environmental impacts while providing for needed transportation facilities. With 
this policy in mind, we reviewed your Draft General Management Plan along with the 
transportation goals of the Nashville Metropolitan area Three potential areas of federal 
involvernent are anticipated within the area of impect uf your various alternatives. 


The first two areas of concern are with two widening projects which are anticipated for inclusion 
in « future update of the Nashville Metropolitan Planning Organization's Long-Range 
Transportation plan. The following projects are planned to address the growth in the 
Murfreesboro area 


° The widening of Interstate 24 from State Route 840 to State Route 96 Alternative One 
calls for the addinon of Parcel! Parcel | includes properties which abut the existing 
Interstate 24 nght-of-way An expansion of the Battlefield boundaries to this right-of- 
way could severely limit the consideration of alternatives for any future improvements to 
the Interstate 24 corndor. 





e The widening of U.S. 41/70S (State Route |-Murfreesboro Road) from Hobson Pike to 
State Route 96. Alternative One Proposes to establish protection study areas along US. 
41/70S. Future shifts in the Battlefield boundaries within your proposed study areas 
could limit the consideration of alternatives along ‘his corndor. 


It is recommended that the Nationa! Park Service work closely with the T-anessee Department of 
Transportation, the Nashville Metropolitan Planning Organization, ay: our office to minimize 
future social, economic, and environmental impacts by establishing aay future Battlefield 
boundaries so 2s not to preclude transportation alternatives along these corridors, while 
protecting the valuable resources of the Stones River Battieficid. Section 4(f) (23 CFR 771.135) 
requires that the Department of Transportation find alternatives to any use of parks and historic 
sites, even if there is no adverse affect or the use is minimal. Therefore, expansion of the 
Battiefieid's boundanes has the potential of increas 1g community impacts of any future 
transportation development on the Battlefield's neighbors along 1-24 and U.S. 41/70S, and in the 
Murfreesboro area. 


The third area of potential impact concerns the establishment of commuter rai! service between 
Nashville and Murfreesboro. A demonstration project is proposed to initiate commuter rail 
service along the CSX rai. corridor adjoining the Battlefield. Although only in development, this 
expansion of rail service could impact the Battlefield, including a possible increase in rail traffic, 
and future track expansion to add a second track. We recommend close coordination with the 
Regional Transportation Authority and our office to ensure that the impact on the Battlefield and 
its planned activities is minimal, while preserving commuter rail opportunities. 


When considering future boundary expansions, the Federal Highway Administration would 
encourage the National Park Service to carefully examine cultural, natural, and historic features, 
as weil as current property lines. If an artificial or arbitrary boundary is chosen along one of the 
above mentioned transportation corndors, consideration should be given to designating a smal! 
buffer zone to allow for recognized future transportation needs. Federal-aid highway funds 
would be made available with any future projects to mitigate any adverse impacts of these 
projects, and to protect the Stones River National Battiefield’s integrity, while enhancing the 
quality of life of the surrounding community and region. 


If you have any quesuons concerning these comments or transportation goals, please contact Mr. 
Gary Jensen at (615) 736-2764. 


cc: Mr. William L. Moore, Jr., Tennessee Department of Transportation 
Ms Marian Ott, Regional Transportation Authority 
Ms. Cynthia Lehmbeck, Nashville Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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Supernntendent —— 
Stones River National Banlefieid - 


3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


SUBJECT Draft Management Pian, Development Concept, and Environmental! impact 
Statement for Stones River National Battlefield, Rutherford County. 
Tennessee 


Dear Siz: 


The U. S. Environmenta, Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the referenced document 
in accordance with EPA's responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and Section 102 
(2c) of the Nanonal Environmental Policy Act. The document presents the assessment of 
environmental impacts of three alternates for cultural and resouwice management ai the Stones 
River Nauonal Battlefield. The preferred alternatve is to acquire 759 acres of land for 
incorporation into the park as funds become available, to provide a climate-controlled 
environment for the collection of artifacts, moving the arufact collecton out of the Stones River 
floodplain, and enhancing the visitor center to accommodate more patrons. 


EPA supports the preferred alternative, expansion of park holdings and facilmes.) We 
would suggest that at the visitors center NPS institute a program to promote waste reduction and 
recycling of office paper, corrugated paper and alurmunum beverage cans from vending machines 
We have seen instances at NPS sites where park brochus/map materials are collected when the 
patrons have finished using them for “instantly recycling”, that is, the materials are recovered and 
used again. 


As some construction in floodplains 1s anucipated, further analysis of potential impacts on 
wetlands may be required. We would encourage any contractors working for NPS wm the Stones 
River floodplain be held accountable for stnc! erosion and sediment controls, and that this 
Construcnon conforms with NPS “Floodplain Management Guidelines” which were issued as NPS 
“Special Direcuve 93-4" in 1993. EPA recommends that new building construction and 
renovations meet energy efficient standards as outlined in the Amencan Society for Hear-ng. 
Refrigeranon an. Air Condiuoning Efficiency guidelines. 


EPA rates this action as LO - Lack of Objections - that is, this review has not identified 


Reevoet Macy ma "een o> vege 4 heset ree we ON Ome pe 40% Po 








potennal impacts requiring substarr.ve changes to the proposal We appreciate the 
ae to review dus document Please contact me or John Hamilton at (404) 562-9617 if 


Ge Mutl/ 


Heinz J. Mueller, Chief 
Office of Environmental Assessment 
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United States Department of the Intcrior 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham 


Supenmendent 
Nanonal Park Service 

Stones Ruver Nabonal Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville 
Murfreesboro. Tennessee 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


Thank you for submitting your letter of June 10, 1997, concermng the Draft General 
Management Plan Development Concept Plan/Lavironmental impact Susteren for tne Stones 
River Navona! Batteficid. Rutherford County. Tennessee According to ow ictier of May 2. 
1994. the proposed proyect would potentally umpact the following federal!) sted specoes 
Jennessee purple coneflower (Achinacea tennesseensis), Leafy prune ciover (Daiea folosa). 
Guthne's ground-piurn (4 stragalus brbullatus). gray bat (Myorts grisescens). large rock cress 
(Arabs persieliata vas ampic\ and the Stone’: River bladderpod (Lesquereiia stonensis) The 
Service has reviewed your assessment of potential umpacts to these species and offers the 
following comments. 


The Service concurs with your assessment that the proposed provect wl! not adversely effect 
thes: species mentioned above in wew of thes, we bebeve thet thr requirements of Sechon ’ 
of the Act have been satisfied However. obhgabons under Secbon 7 must be rec sidered of 
(1) new information reveals impacts of this dentfied achon thet may affect hsted species 0” 
cuca, hab.tat in a manner no! previously conmdered. (2) thes achon 1 subsequently modified 
to wclude actrvives whach were not consadered in this assessment. or (3) 8 new species 1s listed 
or critecal habe determined that may be affected by thus identified action 


Your wwerest and imitative in protecting and enhancing endangered anc threaicned species art 
If you have any questons, please contact Brad Bangham of my staff at 6)" 528- 
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September 12. 1997 


Ms. Mary Aan Peckham 


Supenmenden! 

Stones River National Battle ficid 
350) Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 47129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


As the Governor s | eac Contact for State of Tennessee. Natonal Frvieronmental Pohcy Act 
(NEPA) revoews. | am providing comments 1) response to the Stones River Nabonal Battlefield 
General Management Plan, Development Plan and Environmental Impact Statement The 
comments hekw and those attached represent the complete and official response of the State of 
Tennessee to thy daurent Please give these comments your full consaderation 


Alfermative |, Tennessee 1s fortunate to heve thus Nanonal Ratticfield The expanmon of 
park houndanes as stated ir Ahemative | would enhance imierpretive and recreational 
opportunites for the people of the | ‘mited States as weil as the surrounding commumn «The 
State recogmuzes that the General Management Plan is onty the first step in the process of park 
boundary expansion The State heheves, however. that the Park Service should address the 
followong retues por lo se ecting thes Ahernative The State also suggests that the Pars Service 
cons.det madify ing the proposed poundanes i the next phase of the planning process hased on a 
resolution of these issues 


© £24 Comer, A pomor of Parcel | is located along Interstate 24. a mayor component of the 
federal and state highway systems To allow its planned widening. any Managemen’ Plan that 
includes land along | 24 should imc iude a provisson for a 4) meter easement for its expansion 
The Sume considers such an easement e= cntral to the future transportanon needs of the State 


© Exssung infrastractyce The City of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County have made 
soem ficant infrastructure unvesments on the property identified The Park Service should 
consult with these local entsves in determining any use that would affect these investments 


© Cost coppderauons The Draft does not ident fy the costs of land acquismon. ft 1s difficult of 
not impossible to adequately compare the costs and benefits of the Ahemnatives without this 
infermavon 


Sete Capttel. Reshvifie Tense » ¢ 37342-0001 
Tetephene No (615) 741-2001 





Ms Mary Ann Peckham 
September 12. 1997 
Page 2 


© Lend Acquisipoe Process The Draft does aot sdenufy s ume schedule for land acquisiho 
wothin the proposed new authonzed houndanes anc only states thet acquisibar would occur 
as Sunding becomes avasiabie The Draft further does aot discuss the pnonty tte Naponal 
Park Servnct places a these acquissbons relative to other pressing projects 


The Sume acknowledges that Park Service funding 1s dependent upon ( ongressional 
appropmanons. and thal 1 may not be possible for the Park Scrvice to provide complete 
mformaton at this tme [he Park Service should, however, include « clear explananion of ie 
acqursstion process Lo provide affected Landowners with a better understanding of the scope 
and sagmficancz of thes general managemen: pian and consec: furmshing its best esmmaie of 
the acquisition schedule 


© Affected Lagiownen, Anecdotal .nformabon mdscates that some landowners support the 
unclusson of thew lands withn the propesed author zed boundanes Other property owners 
are uneasy with or public!y opposed ic an expansion thal would include thew jands 


The State recognizes that the federal government :akes the position that the inclumor of land 
within authorized boundanes |s not 2 condemanton or tahung for »huch compensation 1s duc 
The State bebeves that such inct.s-on may inhobrt a landowner from emproving the property 
and may drscourage « potentia purchaser much in the same manner that a nght of first 
refusal” constitutes a cloud on property 


The State does not contest the power of the United Sumes to wake such property The State 
does suggest that under sumila curcumstances © would not wake lanc from an ume thing ow ~ 
for the expansion of a state part or a histone site Whale takung of property by the United 
States ts a federal issue and the mclusion of the land wrthan the boundanes 1s not necessanty 
a taking. the Suate beleves that some conuderanon should be given to state policy on the 
taking of land withen its borders. [hes 1s particularly so im cases. such as tus. where federa. 
and state public purposes comcide 


The State suggests that the Park Service examune the extent 1 may reconfigure the proposed 

boundanes to accommodaic unwilling landowners and still accomplish is goals as suaied in 

Ahermatrve | The State furthermore suggests that the Park Service reconsider the viability of 
Ahematve | if (rs unabie to draw houndanes which satisfy a substanual number of affected 
landowners 


© Adsacent landowners [he State agrees thai the Park Service should consider plans for 
secunng the participation of wimg adjacent landowners outside the proposed boundanes to 
maintan the general appearance of an agricultural or open space compliment to the Park 


Smuday avis; 
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Ms Mary Ann Peckham 
Sepeember | 2. 1997 
Page 2 


© Safety. Even if fully umplemented, Alternative | does not create a continuous battiefield The 
Sumte rs confident that the Part Servoce will take appropnate mriugabon measures to ensure the 
safety of park users. parncularty when crossing roads. 


Alserpative 2. There 1s a clear need for mcreased imerprenve faciiities as outlinec m 
Ahernative 2 The Suse supports these unprovements. Cost factors should determune the extent 
of addstona!l and enhanced faciliner The State beheves that the Park Service can and will 
address these issucs appropnate!y 


Semmary. The Suite wishes to assist the Park Service in protecung Locse sgruficant cultural 
resources and im creating an evea more meaningful visitor expenence Although the park 
expansion 1s stl! in an early phase of a long process. the agnificance of the rssucs raised ss such 
that the Park Service should amempt to address the above concerns sooner than would generally 
be required in the Nabona! Park Service planning process. 


We appreciate the opportunit) to comment and will respond to addrhons! opportunsmes un the 
future. If you have any quespans. our staff NEPA coordinator for this rssue at 
(615) 532-0799, fax (615) $3207 


ALL 
wa 


Depdty to the Governor for Policy 
| 





~ 


_— 2} 


i 


ce The Honorable Don Sundquist. Governor of Tennessee 
Mr Milton H Hamilton, Jr. Commissoner, TN Dept. of Frwironment and Conservapon 
State NEPA Contacts (all) 
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July 9. 1997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham 


Sepenmendent 
Seomes Ruver Napona’ Batticfield 
3501 Old Nasbville 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


SUBFECT Stumes River Navona! Batuefiekt General Manageme Plan Development 
Concept Plan. Envwonmental impact Susemem 


Dear Ms Peckham 


The Deparment of Economax and Com: uty Development appreciates the opportumty to 
review the above referenced document. The project area contaens no sagnsficant powrnnais for 
mndusinal development However. as 1s documented. there 15 great potenual for histancal or 
commercial development or a mux thereof The department feels that land ue decimons of 
Gus nature more prope: ly belong on the jocal leve! and. therefore, offers no further comment 
a hes ome 


Swcerely. 
yi te Dw 
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TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 


July 9. 1997 
Ms Mary Ann Peckham 


Supenntendent 

Stones River National Muktary Pk 
3501 Old Nachvilie Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


After reviewing the Draft Genera! Management Plan/Development Concept Plan Environmental 
impact Statement for Stones River Natons! Baftiefieid m Murfreesboro Tennessee | offer my 
comments for your consideraton 


in order to better interpret the Stones River Battlefield for the visitor, | would suggest that 
Alternative Number One im the adove draft be consaered as the highest pnorty By enlarging 
the acreage of the ongina! battlefield, a true “sense of pme and place” will add signficantly to ihe 
expenence of the wsitor The battiefieid and mterpretive center as it exists today. 1s a wonderful 
educabonal resource but the magnitude and intensity of the events thal took place on ths fieid of 
battle ere drestca'ly “understated” or represented m the parks relatvely small amount of 
preserves battiefieid landscape 


Along with expanding the existing park boundanes | also Concur that new mterpretve wayside 
exhibts along wth a new Gnving tour roule and museum exfudts. will add significantly fo the 
parks resources 


A large portion of the unprotected battiefheid acreage extant today stil! retains most of fs Mustonc 
landscape mtegrty The loss of thes landscape would be a tragedy not only for the City of 
Murfreesboro and the State of Tennessee but for the Nation as well Tennessee has retained 
only a few such areas of hsionc Civil War landscape due to urban encroachment and lack of 
hstonc preservation @ducadon As Military Stes Preservanonsst for the Tennessee Vvars 
Cormrmssion | hearbly concur with the National Park Services assessment that all eflorts should 
be made to enlarge ang preserve the boundanes of the Stones Rrver Navona! Battlefield Park. at 
all costs. for future genershons 


Please keep me advised as to your progress on this matter 


Sincerety. 


Dhl Ke, 


Fred M Prouty 

Da of Programs. Tenn Wars Commission 
Miktary Sites Preservationist. 

Tenn Histoncal Commission 
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Sebject: Draft (enere! Vamagement Plan, (caceptmal Development Plan and 
Eavirermental impect Ssatement, Stones River National Battlefield, Department of Interior. 


Deas Ms Peckham 


Please be advised that a rewrew of our Departmenta ata bases inchcates recorded threatened 

and or endangered species ness the project boundancs and withun a one mule radzus of the 
Proposed project. The review is for the proposed Draft Generel Menacrment Pian, Concepme! 
Devetopmew Plen end Eanroamentsl Impet Spsemcns, Stones River \ agonal Batticficld 


Batherford County, TN project ste(s) Based upon the information provided, we believe that a 
Survey of the proyect area would provide valuable information concertung the protection of 
speces known to occur withun a one mule radrus of the proyect These specoes have very specific 
or rare habatai Please see the attached sung Artachment |. for further mformaton from our 
Biologycal Conservation Data system 


The results of or review do not mean that s comprehensive biologscal survey has been 
completed Because of the presence of threstened or endangered species near the proyeci area 
(wathan a mle redvus) 1 is probable that those spenes will occur m the proyect area if suitable 
habstat eusts Therefore, we would recommend that survey of the project sites be conducted 
prot to proyect unplementation Please noufy our office of your findings 


Our records also indscate addmonal speces occurrences, ste records, and managed artas records 
within an apprommaie four male radius of the proposed project mes) [Please see Artachment [i] 
The species that have recorded occurrences are listed by quad map and are attached Picase do 
not make pubhc the exact locanon of any element listed here-in, as this could lead to possible 
over-collection and abuse 


COVE OF WATURAL HERETAGE 60) Chace Seen Om Flom LAC Tome Nasbeeie TY 37243.0647 Totapteems 615132043) 





Ms Mary Ann Peckham, Stones River National Battlefield, NPS-DO! 
Page 2 
july 21, 1997 


Please ve advised, however, that thus imformation is sensitive to the protection of rare habrat, 
threatened or endangered speces, and natural areas whuch our Department has the responsibility 
to protect Therefore. we would request that this information galy be used as a research tool by 
profesmonal staff and not be made svailable to the public or amyone outmde of your office 


Site Specific Commer's. 


e We conau that additional study and planning should be done pnor to amy project 
threatened, or endangered plant spemes and commuruty type< that may be located withun the 
proposed Park expansion sites 


e We would suggest that the study sste south and west of Old Nashville Highway be surveyed 
for glade plant speces Our information mdicates thet habmat for these spenes occurs within 
thus area. 


© The site, Parcel |, [west of Thompson Lane and north of Manson Pike] is known to contain 
Blade (plant species) habriat Thus site should also be surveyed pnor to any project 


¢ We bebeve that the Draft does not contam enough site specific information to devermune the 
potenual for environmental impacts from proposed development These potential impacts 
could be addressed in the final Environmental Lmpact Statement 


In order to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act conmderstion should be grven to 
information provided, it 1s probable that amy proposed stream crossmy or development within 
Mpanan areas will impaci instream, squanc, habrtat and npanan habitat as part of the proyect 
implementation 
Any restoravon activives should include the use of natrve plant speces Restoration should be 
accomplished by using native plant species consistent with local communsty types 
Technques for sediment retention and streammde reconstruction are outhned in the following 
documents prepared by our Department 
1. Tennessec Erosion Control Handbook, July 1992 
2. Reducing Neapoint Seurce Water Peution by Preventing Sod Eresice aad 
Coatrofiing Se¢ = -ut on Construction Sites, March 1952 
3. Riparian Rest..»:ion and Streamside Erosion Contrel Haadbook, November 
1994 
Please refer to these documents when planning measures to lessen ary proyect or construction 
impacts 
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Ms Mavy Ann Peckham, Stones River National Battlefield, NPS-DOI 
Page 3 
July 21, 1997 


We appreciate the opportunsty to ssmst you with your pre-project planning if we can be of 
further assustance wah your project please contact our office in Nashville, telephone 61 5/$32- 
6431 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
ENVIROMMENT 


DEPARTMENT OF AND CONSERVATION 
© Cost Sreet 


July 21, 1997 


Mis Mary Ann Peckham 
Supernniendent 

Stones Kiver Nation Battlefield 
3501 Did Nash» cile Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


The Recreateon Services Division has reviewed the Stomes River National Battieficid General 
Management Pian. Development Concept Plan. and Environmenial impact Ststement 
Please consider the follow mg comments 


Comments: 


Cverail, the Nationa! Park Service (NPS) has heen sufficiently thorough m its review and 
Presentation of cach alternative Each alternative is clearly distengurshex! and the positive and 
negative impacts are adequaiely defined. 


Altermative } The expansion of the existing bar-iefield would crease the NPS's abulity to 
expand recreation opportumnes from what 1s presentl: offered The most obvious advantage of 
thes alternative woulc be to protect the additional acreage that encompasses portions of each 
cignifican: battlefield site. 


The threats of urban.zation in Rutherfo.¢ County are real in a study compieted by the 
Recreation Services Drvision in 1996, urban growth is mdicated as one of the biggest threats to 
future recreation lands within the county Suitable land for recreation 1s already |umited and 
needs to be protected where i 1s avalabie. Growth proyechons for Rutherford County over the 
next 10-15 years are staggering At thes extreme rate of growth, the NPS is wise to consider 
today what measures need to be taken to protect the bistoncal significance of the lar us 
surrounding the National Battlefield 


While acquiring addtional acreage would icrease the NPS's opportunity w provide recreation 

and cultural expenences. measures should also be taken to preserve the viewscapes of the 

batefield. Lack of suitable development controls on the part of the (ity of Murfreesboro and 

yap need to be addressed to adequately manage the pressures of future 
yclopment 
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Ms Peckham 
July 21, 1997 
Page 2 


An issue that needs to be addressed by the Natona! Park Service us the process for acquiring the 
proposed property Prov.ding this exceptio”al hrstonc and recreation resource st uid be a 
positive expenence for adjacent landowners, especially those whose property may be acquired as 
proposed un Alternative | If thos alternative ss chosen, «very effort shoukd be taken to educate 
the landowners on the value of thew propernes. in addition. the NPS should taurly compensate 


landowners in a timely manner for acquisions 


One area that 1s not clearly addressed 1s how the National Park Service plans to gain the 
parncrpanon of adjacent landowners im mauntamung the general appear@ce of an agreculturel 
landscape or open space to compliment the park. Have gusdelmes heen prepared” Will the NPS 
rely on the local mumcipalsnes to enforce tus” What mcentives will de provided to encourage 
the adjacent landowners to participate” 


Alternative 2 

Alternative 2 provides most of the interpretiv: recreation opportunities as descnbed in 
Alhternative |. but does not involve the acquisition of add:nonal acreage The need for mcreased 
interpretve facilities and modem equipment are apparent when visiting the park. While the lack 
of acquisiuon would Inmit on-site interpretation of al! battlefield action zones, this alternative still 
would provide many opportunmes that do not currently exist at the park 


If thes alternative is selected the NPS still needs to work close.y with local city and county 
officials to protect the character of the park 


Alternative 3 

Alternative 3 greatly minimizes the amount of expans.on both in acreage and m recreation 
opportunities afforded m alternatives | and 2. The selection of ths alternative would senously 
umpar the NPS's ability 10 provide adequate interpretation of the bartieficld The Recreation 
Services Division strongly supports the National Park Service's desre to expand opportunities ai 
that batueficld and do not believe this alternative 1s sutficsent to meet the current and future 


needs of the park. 
Other Issues to be Further Addressed: 


Safey 

None of the alternatives presented adequately address the safety of park users to fragmented 
parcels of NPS sites. Under the proposed acquisition in Alternative |, continuity of eaco 
battlefield site would still not be adex, waely achieved, with several properties remaining 
fragmented. The National Park Service needs to clearly address the of park users, particularly 
when crossing roads, and how they plan to mitigate such nsks. 


Recreation Services Division * 10th Fleer L&C Tower * 401 Charch St. * Nashville * 37243-0439 * 615/532-0748 
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Special consideration should be grven to coordinate recreabon opportunsies «ch the City of 
Murfreesboro Parks & Re zeanon Department and the Rutherford County C onservanon 
Commrsmon 


Edecation 


An mmportant clement 10 al) three proposed alternatives 1s ensumng tha! local residents of 
Rutherford County understand the mportance of this umsque site The Recreation Services 
Division encourages the NPS to deveiop local education programs with communities am the 
Surrounding arca to gain future support for acquisnons and additional mterpretive recreauon 
Opportunimes. When developing new interpretive programs, the NPS should consider developing 
8 special education opportunrties targeting youth that will encourage them mterest 


Recommended Alternate: 

Recreation Services Drvission supports the expansion of recreation opportunities where 
appropmaic As this plan 1s presented, and wm ev of pubic concerns regarding the acquisition of 
addmonal properties as currently proposed. the Recreation Services Division supports 
Alternative 2 as the best alternative af thes tame This alternative would greatly increase the 
recreation and cultural opportunsues avasiable at the cxisting park, whale complementing ¢ffors 
underway by the City of Murfreesboro In addition, the increased mterpretive recreation 
opportumsties also have the potential to increase tourn opportunsties and economac 
development benefiting the entire region F xpanson of the ex:sting part boundanes would de 
Supported if adequaic Measures were taken to satisfy the land owners of the proposed 
acquisinons 


Thank you for the opportunsty to comment. If you have any questions or need further essustance 
from the Recreation Services Division, please contact myself or Alison Brayton ai 6) § $32-0748 


Suncere!y. 
Wel 


H. Hoyle, Cl 
Durector 


JH ab 


ce Alison Brayton, Recreation Services Divisior 
Dodd Galbreath, TDEC, Environmental Policy Office 
Justin P_ Wilson, Governor's Lead Pomt of Contact for NEPA Reviews 





Recreation Servires Division * (Oth Fier 14C Tower * 401 Charch S&. * Nastrilie * 37243-0098 * 61912 4748 








Ocoee Ms Fecanam 


Thent you for the opportunity to Cormreent conceruing the ors* Genee Menegemed Aan 
Devengmen Conceg 9an Envwwornerta mmpec! Statement for Stones ®ve Nenona 
GafteGets wo Ruthe tod Couwty Tennessee The Orvision sppreciates the Part Service 5 plan 
for mpeung fhe sigte wate Quality Santerd: as sistec or page 53 of he E'S 


Prease wonsde the (ufone. eule quelly cOnce7 a 


1 Water Quality Mongonng 


2) The @visor 3 concemec ‘he! mpects to este "esources chan wetlands are 
evaded ( possity: Reternng to page “32 the E'S states the s wetlenc Getermunebor wii De 


8) Retermnng tc page 101 of the ES «6 stated that ther: wil be potertie "pacts 10 
weter qua'ty © tents Of increesed erosion sedemnent aud ‘urbdilty "ihe streams Anpropnste 
erosor and TCT >wele Contro’s snould De istelled and marianec 


D) he NPS shouic obtesn the epproprigte permas poor to beginrung work 
The Drwsior eppreciates the oppotur  . orovide mpul in the infuse stages of ihe projec Wwe 


t008 frewerd to working =f the Net Park Service on [hus end STB projeCTS 
if you Reve Questions Concerning my COMMments plesse Contac me st 61S 532-0800 
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Mary Ann Peckham 

Sener tendent 

Stones River Nebone: Batlefck 
VS01 CAd Newby elie Hagin ey 
Maurtreesboro, TW 37/29 


SBT Stones Rowe: Manone: temefe.d 
Genera Maragrer sy “lar, 
Devetopment \omcept Pan. 
Las cronmen's. © ua’ Sasternent 


(rear Mis Peckharr 


The ‘enmessee Department of | rensportanon s Lav ronment! Planming (OTe which preperes 
and review NEPA doc coments. bas reviewed the sulmect document and found € to he well enter The 
decement provides an adequate presentation of the perpow and need of te proposed action and 
descrnpuoe of amn pated empacts for each shernatrve 


srl 


The Department has no present or proposed proyects whch would he affected Dy your preven! and 
has RO opmeon on a preferred alternative The Departmen does have a concern shou’ possbie future 
mmprovemen! of transportamon cormdors, partcularty imtervtste 24 f Alternamwe Ome = selected for 
ap nememtaton Parce! | of Amernative One + lacated slong interviase 24 whch may cogurrt endencg of 
sme futvre ume «The Batielseid property would be protected by Secuom - (f) of th Department of 
Transporation Act unicss @ provmor 1s mchuded m the Master Plan to sliow widening of imersvame 24 
Therefore the Department requests an casement! of 10 meters for future nght of es» shong interstate 24 
We sugges that ser iar comsuderanon he green to the ravtroed and ice road: the mpact ares 





Thant you for the opportunmy to comment on the proposed actor and (f we can be of amy future 
essrstance. picase fee! free to comact us 


Suncere!y 
Cabo Zt RECEIVED BY 
j Reck wrth 

&) = JUL 11 1997 


ac Commmsoner ) Bruce Selteman, Sr Th GRORBMA PLC OT 
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RUTHERFORD COUNTY 


NANCY ® ALLEN 
Ewe o eae TENNESSEE 


CONT» 











Septerter '' 1997 


Mary Ann Peckmarn 

Star.ges FU weye National Battlefietc 
350) Old Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Mary Ann. 


The Stones River National Battiefieid is a significant cultural and historical 
resource not onty for the citizens of Rutherford County but also for thousands of visitors 
@ach year Like you. | have been serving on an advisory committee working hard to 
protect and interpret the battlefield. To date, working with consultants, we have 
developed a Civil War Protective and interpretative Pian that includes a new brochure, 
Gesigns for wayside exhibits, and interpretation strategies, all of which have been made 
possible through grants from the National Park Service. 


However, the purpose of my ietter is to express my concerns regarding the 
General Management Pian to upgrade and possibly expand the boundaries of the 
Stones River National Battlefield. | share the concems expressed by citizens of 
Rutherford County who are being affected by the proposed Park expansion. | believe 
that the Nabonal Park Service should have the funding authorized and in piace so that 
the property can be acquired expeditiously and, furthermore, | believe that ail citizens 
are entitied to fair and just compensatbon for the land which, in many cases, has been in 
the family for generations. Inclusion of private property within park boundanes when 
there is no funding for acquisition creates 3 “cloud” and 9 burden for the property owner. 


| hope that the National Park Service will take @ good look at their acquisition 
practices and make needed changes that will benefit all concerned 





ROOM 101 COUNTY COURTHOUSE + MUPFREFSBORO. TH 37130 + 6°S) OBB-7745 = Fax O'S) ORE T747 *) 








Rutherford County 
Regional Planning Coz ciissior 
ONE PUBLIC SQUARE SOUTH, SUITE 200 49" my, 


MURFREESBORO. TENNESSEE 37130 = /- 
PHONE 615-898-7730 


October 14, 1997 
Mary Ann Peckham 
Superintendent . 
3501 Old Nashvile Highwey 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 





Cear Ms. Peckham 


~———— 
Planning has reviewed the Stones River HT 
Battiefiei General Management Plan and find that the recommendations do not confict 


The Rutherford County i 





with any of Rutherford County's Land Use or Transportation Polices/Pians. in fact, the 
General Plan's concepts are supported in the Final Draft of the Rutherford County 
Strategic Plan (which has not yet received final approval) 
if we can be of any further assistance, please call on us. 
Sincerely, 
On 
John R. Davis 
Executive Director 
JRD/saf 
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RESOLUT ON 97 F 35 IN SUPPORT OF ALI-ENNAI'VE I 
UNDER Th4 ‘iAP’ GENORAL MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE 
STONES RIVER ATIONAL TATTLE ATID 


‘/ JOE 8. JaCYSes 


MAYOR 





ATTEST 
WHEREAS the City 3° Murfreesdwn recngn7>s Ihe he clonc value of Be Stores 
isi JAMES 5. PENNER 

River Natiora Ratt ef eld to ou rations na tage and CHYRECORDER SS 








WHEREAS the City of Murveesboro supports the Stancs River Nana! 


The foregoing Resohutor. app oved 3s tn 


‘om thusthe 27 davol Avauct 1997 
> 


Ratticveis s Alternative Pion Woo aw owe the park's mfasucue win casting Mark 


Bourcares and 
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WEREAS. the City 1 corcemed over = tizar's property rghits beng erpared 
by music! yivalely Owned property within par< bouwd: es without corrmpensatan 
to the property canes avd 

WHEREAS fe Cty of Yurfreesboro suppers exparsi 3! the boundanes of 
the Scores Rver Nationa! Battcicid toc the extert thal fucdra «6 avar'azoc¢ > 
mwmed 7e I2qsibon Of tHe and payment muade to he pouper'y Ganers accordance 


wih he 4h Amendmet tothe U S Cornstter 


SP 


NOW THERES ORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNC! OF THE City 
OF MURFREESBORO TENNESSTF AS FOLLOWS 

SEU ION) ihe Cay of Murversboro supports Allernatve I of the Stores 
Rive Battiefc Jd Dish Gercora Mar agoment Plar 
SICTICN2 =the City of Murtreesbore favors exoarscr of he bourdanes cf the 
Stones River Nato’ Rattlehekd but onty tc the extent that ‘uring +s avadayie fu 
Pay'Tent tc property owners at the tine Cc’ nctus on “Ho [>2 parTk boundames The Coty 
of Murteesbora opposes mclution of gr wale property atten park deundanes woe 
fyreisw twtr’ for accus pot ts pivet}'y owe I property 

SECTION? "te City Recorder is ‘eeby dwected to ra a copy 9% this 
Resohilor to Ms Moy Nw Feckman, Supernnterday of Storas Rive Nawonal 
Battle’ ed Reqwese: tahwe Bar Gordon and Senators Fred Thompson and Bf rst 

SFC IONS That thie Resoctor sha! be eflecaive reve watedy Goo dts 
passace acd adoption fe petic we tare aud the weltare cl the Cty rewning dl 


PASSED ADonnre D/ND SIGN { tie st day 0 eptont- t 
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mS“. CITY of MURFREESBORO 
ea 3S Plansing aad Engineering Departmes: 
SE4r°~ 10) WEST Vie STREET 
¢~ - «POST OFFICE SOx 1139 
MURFREESBORO TENNESSEE 37133-1139 


Fax 6'5 648 2606 


July 10, 1997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham 

Stones River National Battiefield 
3501 Old Nashville Hwy. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


RE: Draft General Management Plan etc. 
Dear Superintendent Peckham; 


I greatly appreciate having an opportunity to offer the following comments for 
mchusion into the General Management Plan. etc . for the Stones River Nationa! 
Battlefield 


Alternatives | and 2 incorporate a portion of Manson Pike as an integral part of 
the proposed tour routes No discussion is included for improvements for the street or 
for managing the pe ~k related traffic introduced onto Manson Pike other than that “Park 
management would take as active a role as possible im working wsth the city and county 
officials on transportation planrung for the future, 10 minimuze the impact of regsonal 
iraffic on the histone resource and the park visor (page 29)” | am greatly concerned 
regarding the potential empact on Manson Pike Manso.) Pike rs presently a substandard 
Street that 1s presently inadequate for the traffic demands placed upon tt The strect has 
almost no shoulder, has extremely poor honzontal and vertical alyynments. and there 
have been numerous serious traffic accidents along the street between Thompson lane 
and the overpass at Imterstate 24 Additionally. the Overall Creek Basin and the 
Blackman Community are projected to be mayor growth areas of Rutherford County and 
the City of Murfreesboro for at least the next 20 years The projected growth combined 
with the locaticn of a mayor mult-campus county schoo! complex somewhere im the area 
will dramatically increase traffic upon the street Manson Pike is presently the only 
viable easi to west transportation link between the Blackman area and the City of 
Murfreesboro and it will become umperatrve that the street be improved, possibly to 
merease the number of lanes but certamnly to improve existing roadway deficrencies 
Proposed Alternatives | and 2 are in direct contradiction to emsting and anticipated 
commuruty transportation needs and acquismon by the Park Service of the land along 
both sides of the street would certainly impair the ability of the local governments to 
improve the street adequately 


100% RECYCLED Pare 





Page 2 


The City’s Major Street Plan is in the process of beng updated Proposed 
umprovements identified mn the mstial draft of the up-date demonsirate a need for the 
improvemem of Manson Pike the construction of an interchange at Interstate 24 and 
Manson Pike. and the need to extend Northfield Bivd westward from its present 
intersection with N W. Broad Street to Thompson Lane Despste considerable study and 
assestance from the National Park Service no alternatrve has been identified The 
extension of Northfield Blvd and the proposed mmerchange are mm areas proposed to be 
inchaded in the proposed boundary Alternative | 1s :n direct conflict with the City's 
Mayor Street Plan and its proposed updates and the Draft General Management Plan 
does not propose alternatives | am concerned that Alternatrve | will compromuse the 
City's and County's ability to provide for the transportation needs of the commumty 


The Alternative | calls for considerable land acquisition pnmaniy south of 
Manson Pike Alternative 2 and 3 cal! for no land to be acquired at ali It appears that 
this 13 an ail or nothing approach Perhaps a fourth alternative could be developed which 
could include land north of Manson Pike and west of Thompson Lane proposed for 
acquisition as part of Alternative | 


Ahernatives | and 2 propose to incorporate poruons of Manson Pike and Old 
Nashville Hwy into the automobile tour route |t would be better to retain a significant 
part of the auto tour route completely within the battlefield area in a manner not to 
require crossing of use of adjoenang pubhc RO W and such that the tour segment could 
begin and end completely within the battlefield To require use of the public RO W 
impairs the visitor's expenence by reducing the solemnness of the expenence and creates 
unnecessary traveling fiction to the general motoring publc This 1s especially true 
considenng the substandard condition of the existing roadway 


| respectfully urge that an altervatrve be developed that addresses my concerns 


regarding traffic Should you have amy questions regarding this matter, please cal) upon 
me at (615) 8934441 


Respectfully submitted 
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Murfreesboro Water and Sewer Department 





June 27. 1997 TELEPHONE 61 S880-ONS2 


Subject Draft General Managemen: Pian/Deveiopmemt Concept Plan 
Environmental impact Sustement - Sianes River National Battlefield 


Dear Ms Peckham 
| offer the following comments an the capuoned plan for the Suoncs Ruver Nanonal Battieficid 


The Murfreesboro City Council created the Thompson Lane Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment Drstnici to 
facilitate the orderly development alang North Thampson Lane by creating the funding mechamesm by whach 
construction of samstary sewers wes made possible Thes enabled the property owners an affordable method 
of Fumdung the comsirucnan of an arca-wide sanmary sewer sysiem 9 The construction oj the satutary sewer 
system wil! enprove property values and merease the city s tmx bese and waier and sewer revenue 


The Murfreesboro W sicr and Sewer Depsrument 1s now under contract for the construction of the Thampson 
Lanc Sanitary Sewer improvements It 1s antcypated they will be completed by cus fall As property owners 
connect to the samstar. sewer. they will be assessed $9,000 00 per acre for the caty to recover proyect costs 
Approxumaich | 14 acres within the special assessment distnci ss proposed to be acquired by the 
Battuieground in Alternative | This acqursibon wil ciumunate the opportunity for the city to recover the cost 
of camstrucuon and fimancing the proyect for whch we are now obligated 


Anached for yout informabon 33 a copy of Ordnance 97-0-04 amending Chapter 33 of the Murfreesboro 
City Code creatmg the specal assessment distinct Also mcluded rs addhuonal mnformabon about the creabon 
of the district 

Alternatives 2 and 3 of the plan wall not affect the ability of the city to recover the cost for the present 
ovligauons Alternative | removes | 14 acres from the sanitary sewer district and the potenusl to recover 
$1.026.000 00 sould Alternatrve | be approved and umplemented, | respectful) request comsiderabon for 
rembursemen. ibe crtv for current obligations 


Should vou have am qucsvans or | can be of further assistance. please do not hessltate 10 give me a call 


Yours truly 





STATE OF TENNESSEE ) 


RUTHERFORD COUNTY 


1, the undersigned JAMES B. PENNER, do hereby cemsfy tua ! am he uly appoomed. 
Qualvhed and acong City Recorder of the Coty Of bMurfre: shoro Ruazerforc Counry Tennessee 
ang as such offcu | further cersfy cut atached hereic ss 2 true and correc: cony of an 
Orémance passed by the Cary Council of saxi Cay on firs: readeng on January 23 1997. on 
second reading on January 3 1997 and on thurs and final reaceng on February 20 1997 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 1 Lave hereunto subscribes my offcasl segnatue and affined 


the Comporme Sea! of sad City tha the 5 day of March. 1997 


iE 


(SEAL) 
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ORDINAN.! 2 % wmendeag Crspter 33 of he Moteeszors Cay 

Cote vesting 2 oc 4 $c }eseNeTE Gstnct eos as he “hompsor sre 

Sawary Sewe Syn > Josessret Ost 

WHEREAS me Ca) of Mutbeeszorc paposes io expenc appromenaiey One Mor 
(3) O00 OX SK Doles tor engree “¢ easement scQuSaon ant Comsiruckor Of 2 See age 
System serving the Trompson ave San ca’y Sewer Spece Assessment Osine anc 

WHEPEAS (5 20079 Ste to Me C*y i reco MO Pwestmen for Mose prone) 
owne's ae benef or same and 

WHEREAS the Coy es Cotevte. ¢ 2 ‘or ole oO recoup™ en’ 6 Ne “houserc 
($5 000 00 Dokes per acre ‘oO sewe commectons © Me Wwe © sdd507 & af ome 
appacabie Sewer Conmechor © sewe” sewoe ‘ees anc 

WHEREAS te Welter ext Sewer Scat of De Cy of Muteesdors contuctes a 
Putec Heanng or the 7? cay of sanuary 1997 anc 

WHEREAS te Welter aut Sewe Bost of “oe Cy of Vurreesboro hes 
commences Me Geaton of He Thompson Lane Santery S wer Spece! Asseseme™! 
usc 

NOW THEREFORE SE IT ORDAINED BY THE CTY COUNCA OF THE CITY OF 
WURREESBORC, TENNESSES AS FOLLOWS 

SECTIONS ta “se Cry of Murteesporo Nereay Cestes & spece! assessme™! 
Osteo calec “Trompsor ane Santer, Sewer Specs! Assessmet Dai” « omer 
recon tiods expended ‘or comsiructo” ax msis’anon con's of he Thompson Lane sewage 
29S0ONG prowGing a0) Sewer Serwce to he propettes show or Exted 4 etached 
nerets 

f add00" to Se prope tes stowr or Exnibt A ary mesdence Qusmess ©” 
ONG IM DrovVeE™ ens Comsrucies © [Ne futwe hal "88 BanErTy Sewer Cache gr “to 
ht Sewer “loner ucied © he “hormpson Lene Sante) Sewc” Spece Assesement 
Disc! shal pay Nine “hovsanc ‘$5 OC 00) Dokes pe ace on the propety se-vec 
wnt he actus CO MCU wleves! 6 pac fl oF Miver (°5) yeas ercheve «4 
soo 

EXCLUSIONS Any custome of Mutreesou o Wate ant Sewe Depanmen 
She De excloec tor Me “hompson Lane Serdary Sewer Specu! Assessment 
Jere! * « S Geiemmed by the Deecto of he Mutteesboro Water and Sewe’ 


ren 
9 eee» 





Dera? en > Cesqmee fs ™ sewage fom Fe propery serves Cows no wre 
ep te Tro veso Lare sewereze sysie™ 

&) fect apptcer to santa sewer sewer © Se "Sonesen lee Severy 
Sees Soece Assets ter! Osta staf tendo ac pay tc he Cty pw i commector to 
suc? seme the sewe comet” ant lato re pesomet © suteector (') of Sector 
33-50 of re Come of he Cy of Urtersboro as atendet pus he OU SOF “Ovbe Server 
cha ge presc Bet — sunsevinr 4) ¢ snpacabie arc an SISeurs! specs Sewer area Cyr 
c' Note “hovsend $9 © ) Ootes oe ocre 

c aAgcte"s Sages che wes ste fom ‘me & ime be feet ac 
eset sted Dy he Cty Cound enor ecorcmesdstor o! he Viele anc Sewer Bost she! 
sso De pec ane Coe CIeT Dee Convector ir seer sever 

‘3 Pesos CHT Oo cotuty™G wope’y amc” + etcensee © Pe 
Trompsar _ave Saviay See Syste os Gefuec & Sector 16.28 sus" De erere! bom 
morthly seer seme Jages we Such teme Dp yscal Correccor & Mase ID 8 San ery 
sewe o me Toompse” | ave Sa day Sewer Speow Assesenen’ Desi! ents a8 proweiet © 
\e adowe 

SECTION2 Tral ts Ovtrerce tabe efiec Meer (5) Gays ate fs Cassege upon 


Prt end (nal readng He We woes anc he we'lare oO the Cty reduens ¢ 


PASSED AND SIGNED Ors 20° Gayo’ February eo 
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| -) Thompson Lane Sanitary Sewer District 
Wurreespor: Wale anc Sewe 
|. Vision Statement 
@ 7c tacitate Te ode) Sewesiopment ak ¢ No" Thomosor Lave 
Dy Cesting he funding mesna wer Dy eter construcnor of 
Sante’) SOwes Ss TS0e DOESiue 
3 Goal and Objective 
@ Construcnon of santary sewers for property owners aiong Now 
Tromosor Lane Terety mcreesnG prope? vBues tax base 
eee BC sews CvErves SC Dole bs ‘Oo Seve9o™E 
o Cregte 8 satay Sows Ost to turd Me comsPuctorn of Pe 
"eeded mOrOve™aTS 
@ = omer the cofeborshon of property seners tor Me constr uchor of 
ar arta wie satay sewe Syste 


| J Today's Situation 
 Ceweape equeing 27 ete DUT ONG Bator fo ste sont 
cevecpme>n 
| e Santery sewe sevice ad De extended " 2 Sap ala™c Tee 
| tess 2°08 eke Dia) SEB eC ad Mpemnentec 
@ S000 feet of Trompaor Lane "oad Yontage 
@ Aoprom™atery (48 acres © 5S commerce properbes 
eS 22° 7c” ame me svete 
© Santer) sewer 6 10 svadevle 
@ Cost of Thompson Lane Santary Sewer imorovements 
$* 000 900 Cost of Smancng the propect $ 332.200 
| @ Cost of enprowemerts can nc! be Dore Dy a single Dropety Owner 
and offe propery oeners a! Denefft for he “provements 
@ _anc "ot sutate for septic tanks anc Uaposa felds 
| @ Possine consinuctor of Mai Cae Road 
3 How Did We Get Here? 
@ Propety owners "quired on eens fo extend sanitary sewer 
serwce to property 
@ Options to Duy property CONBNgEn Or saTwlary Sewer Server 
@ Proposa’ to extend Ma! Orcie Road 
| @ + sdcIestor Stee Fnomeenng designed the Thompson Lane 
S antary Sewer ™provements 
@ 4 pubic heanng was Pek on January 7 1997 by the VYSO for 
DO DeTY Owners © the proposed assess ert Orsinct anc 
rie. Viet paves 
@ "he Water and Sewer Boars recommends © uatng the dstnc’ 
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Available Options 
© Sess a sear seer Fryer to he Dar age base ao wot 
Gevenpes © extend accovons ib Oepet™ ert Sevecpme™ 


@ Cemgn 6 santa; sewer system for De 0." age bak” ac Uae 
2 Se 2) Seer asEeseT™et SS 


@ Allow SEDRC 2S OF OU OUTING SlaboTS On Gac property 


_j Recommendation 


@ Ceste Me Thompncr Lave Santayy Sewe Dac ssnesing 
customers $8 900 per acre a8 Te, commect 


@ WSO bd anc construc the Thompson Lane Santary Sewer 
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CONCERNED PROPERTY OWNERS OF RUTHERFORD COUNTY 
RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share vour ideas about the alternanves for the future managen.ent of Stones River National 
Bartiefield. We are especially interested in yoxr opinion of the Nationa! Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative !) 


| am in favor of the selection of Alteruative 2. Alternative 2 woulc improve and upgrade 
the existing facilities without the 30 plus million dollar property acquisitior “ost associaced 
with Alternative 1 Alternative 2 docs not require the loss of personal property, it leaves local 
property completely in the hands of local owners and on the tax rolls. lt allows ous community 
to benefit from ary future use of this property and reap the benefits of potentially millions 
of dollars in annual lor-al tax revenues 

| am opposed to Alternative 1, in it’s entirety. Alternative 1 is a waste of public funds and 
it is unnecessary in the interpretation of the Battle of Stones River The 700 pius acres 
currently in the Park boundary is more than adequate for Battle interpretation With a 
competent staff and materials, Alternative 2 should be more than adequate to tell the story of 


the battle to future generations 


U/We, the undersighed, support Alternative 2: 
.{ | 

LAS Niel Cock 

Name . 


Name 


Name ~~ address Phone 
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Vits Adcock (representative form letter 
shown on opposite page) 

Misty Alderman and Jason Heath 
Phyllis Alexander, Patricia Alexander, and 
Tommy Bilek 

Todd Bell 

Heather Beekwith 

Edward S. and Alma E. Blackman 
James and Peggy Bowman 

Sharon Boylo, Dierdra Pelty, John N. 
Patrick 

Albert E. Campbell 


. Bill Capps, James Baites, and Austin 


Roberton 
Shirley Capps, R. W. J., and Bobbie Grindt 


. Rose Clark 


Roy Clark, Rick Cherry, Elizabeth Cherry 


. Paula Conner, Jim Stacey. and Carolyn Pitts 


Diana Joy Coombs and Sandra L. Hicklow 
Betty R. Davis 


. Tasha Dooley 


C.L. Dye 


. Ronald E. Far and Wanda G. Barrett 


Barbara Farley, Mary Stafford, and J. 
Patiule 
Terry Frazier 


Cheryl Glass 


Kim M. Gregg 

Roger. Becky . and Allison Hale 
Wardean Hale 

Gnut A. Hafu 

Steve Huffman 

Helen Johnson 

Jean Kev 

Arnold Kuyat 

Leigh and Keith Lawwell 


. Dave Leverette 
. Roland and April Loyd 


Jerry R. Lucas and James Barrett 

Terie M. Mabey, Barbara Sandia, and Ken 
Wingate 

Wilham R. Mcliquham 

James Manging and Scotla Gamble 
Daniel Morley 

Peggy Mullins, Misty Garvan, and Tim 
Smith 

Robert Mullins 

Jason Neely, Urck and Kathy Kelton 
James H. Nickow, Suanne Tooley, and Steve 
Jackson 

Dan F. Overby and Lucinda Logan 
Angelique Page. Austin Julian. John 
Whitfield 

Randal Page 

Colleen Parrish and Daniel Richardson 


47. Tiery Parsley 

48. Doug Patent, Bob Wenyk, and Dave Capooli 

49. David A. Patrick, Steve West, and Keith 
Mathis 

50. Janice C. Patrick 

51. Viva Paye and Timothy Paye, and Cindy 
Dileys 

52. Jim and Charlene Phipps 

53. Joe Raney, Doug Dill, and Mark Roberts 

54. Dora Rowland 

55. Daniel A. Ruilimidor, Robert A. Dufcentral, 
and E. M. Sel 

56. Bill Rybond 

57. Donald Scott 

58. Joe Shahan, Thomas McAdoo, LaDavron 
McAda 

59. Ed and Roberta Shamory and Wendy 
Patirch 

60. Donald Shattuck 

61. R. Eugen and Cheryl Smith 

62. Pat Smythe and Nancy Lucas 

63. Ehzabeth D. Stafford 

64. Lara Stuzman and Brian Sanders 

65. Allison Swanger, H. Carlyle King. Vernon 

Keith Lawwell 

66. Delma Taylor 

67. John A. Taylor 

68. Tim Taylor and Judy Manning 

69. Dana and Margaret Teeple 

70. Many Tettelbech 

71. Rick Tettelback and James Debb III 

72. Howard Tillery and Paulette Thompson 

73. Tim N. Tyson, Wilham Leed, and Thomas 
Douglas 

74. Kevin Van Golden, Micheal Hudson, and 
Bobby Maxwell 

75. Allen Vargo and Syphay Siharath 

76. Mable and William Victory 

77. Gary, Pam, and Penny Walden 

78. Douglas Waist, Baui C. Romines, and Dixie 
Todd 

79. Jackie Weeks 

80. Tim Weeks 

Sl. Margaret A. Wenzk 

82. William Whitlore 

83. Virginia F. Willeford. Ethehene Vaughan, 
and Joe Garoforil 

84. Neal Williams, Tim O'Brien, and IHlegible 
Signature 

85. Jan Wiser 

86. Mare Wolf, Clyde Dickerson, and Ruth 
Wallace 

87. Bob Womack, Betty Wingate, and Nat 
Tucker 

88. Hardil Wright and Kathy Gub 
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[22] From: at NP--INTERNET 9/3/97 9:S2AM (S82 bytes: 1 in) 


To: STRI Adm.iristration at NP--SER 
Subject: Violation of Historic Battlefield 


weer err eco ecn- Message Contents ----------------------+-+-+-+-- 


Text iiem 1. Text Item 


Park Administrator: 


I would like to urge you not to allow the infringement on thit 
If developers are allowed to encroach on this. sacred battlefield, it would 
be a shameful disgrace to the Park Service, Murphreesboro and the State of 


Tern 


David Allen 


historic site. 


September 3, 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckham 
Superintendent 

Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old National Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms. Peckham 


This 1s to expresses support for the adoption of Alternative 1 for the expansion and further 
development to the Stones River National Battlefield. Of the available alternatives, I believe this 
alternative represents the preferable means of properly preserving this very important site as a ‘asung 
memorial to the over 20,000 soldiers of both armies who suffered and died on that ground 


I appreciate the opportunity lo express my views regarding the alternatives under 
consideration in connection with the development of the Stones River National Battlefield. 


Sincerely, 


ERO ___ 


FE. A. Altemos 





—~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
_ 
= 
= 
~~ 
= 
S 
~ 
- 


13/ 





COMMENTS 





[14] From: QS ac we-- INTERNET 6/31/97 12:22PM (1685 bytes: 1 In) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

cc: Bart@hr.house.gov at NP--INTERNET, Senator Thompson@thompson.senate.gov at 
NP--INTERNET, Senator Frist@®frist .sernate.gov at NP--INTERNET 

Subject: Acquisition of additional land for Stones River National Bat 

were ee eer ere ee r---ccccccccccoces Message Content ----- § -------r errr ne earner ee 


Text item 1: Text Item 
Dear Superintendent Peckhar: 


I have recently heard of the possibility of expanding the boundaries of the 
Stones River National Battlefield by another 50+ acres, and the purpose of 
this letter is to express my wholehearted support of this effort. It is my 
understanding that the property involved includes the portion of the 
battlefield where Confederate soldiers under the commands of Generals Maney 
and Vaughn fought and died for the Southern cause. 
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-t is my understanding that ownership of this same property is also being 
ought by land developers for the erection of a shopping mall. It is my 
opinion that this hallowed land should be retained by the National 
Battlefield as a memorial to the brave men who struggled here, and not 
permitted to fall into the hands of developers whose only concern is business 
expansion, which could easily be met by obtaining other available property 
for this purpose -property without significant historic value 


I urge you to pursue the acquisition of the involved property for the Stones 
River National Battlefield #o that it will not be permitted to be altered and 
forever lost to the American people as a rememberance of our national 
heritage 


Sincerely, 


9SI 


David A. Anthony 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share vc ideas abcut the alternanves for the futer> marogemest of Sones River National 


Batetielé. We are especially mserested m your cpmuon of the Nancaal Park Service's proposed 


- - _ - 


3.308 \4.ieTaS be 1) 


| am on favor ot the selecvon of Alternative 2. Alternative 2 would im Drove and upgrade 
the ex stong facslies without the 20 plus millon dollar property acquisition cus: associated 
with Alternatiwe 1 Alternative 2 does not requ re the jocs of personal property, 11 leaves local 
Propet} compltel. m ‘he hands of !oca! owners and on the tax rolls |t allows our community 
to benefit from anv future use of thrs property and reap the benefits of potcanal'y mibons 
of dollars annual local! tax revenucs 

lam upposed to Alteraative 1, in as emurety Alternative | 1s 2 waste of public funds and 
st «S$ ummecessary in the mmterpretation of the Battle of Stones River The 700 plus acres 
currently on the Path boundary 1» more than adequate for Battle interpretation With a 


competent staff and materials. Ahernative 2 should be more than adequate to tell the story of 


the battle to future gene’atrons Li, b d 4, 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckham. Supenpstendert 
Stones Ruver Natsonal Battlefield 
730) Old Nastville Highway 


Murtreestoro, Tennessee 37129 
E ma. Address stri_admunstration@nps gov 


tt sow are NCA vet Cn the maling List and wish [0 receive future informatior regarding Cus project. 
cicace er? your name and address 





_ 


SNA Ae whr: 


— 
A 





Anonymous 

Stephen D. Ayers (representative form letter shown on opposite page) 
Glenna Bates 

Marilyn and Cleut Brownlon 

Rachel M. Bean 

James K. Brown 

J. Dismukes 

Robert D. Dow 

Jan Dunham 

FE. and Mildred L. Ginty 


. Myrna W. Harris 
.T. Michael Harris 


Kenneth Harvey 


. Joseph L. Ivey 


Ed Jordan Jr. 


. Jane Jordan 


Kathyrn FP. Lane 
Leslie Lane 
Miles B. Lane 


. Sherry Lane 

. Steve Lane 

. Thomas M. Lane 
. Juanita May 

. Andrew Niel 


Wilham R. Ognie 
Tiers Prwell 


_ Shirley Putnam 


Wiliam K. Riggs Jr 


. Martha T. Rychener 
. An Sherrill 


Carol C. Stephens 
Marc Stephens 


. Floyd M. Stikson 


Cor! Waid Summan 
td Tali 

Lee Tomlin 

Lyan West 

Biti Wee 


Clyde White 


Joyce A. White 
Cynthia Wich 


. Steve Wich 


Mrs. B. Frank Womack 


. Eloise Womack 


Eloisie Hunty Womack 
Hunter Womack 

Matt Womack 
Melanie Womack 


sponprupuy 
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who fought here in perhaps the greatest constitutional crisis to ever 


" 
o 
Zz 
7A 
= 
oo 
. ees x Backus QD a: sp--ueremct 9/8/97 10.037™ (314: involve this country, then let us pleage do it for our descendants who > 
Lon s aad es Sas wy will forever ask, “why didn't we do it?* if we don't take this action. ~j 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER OS 
cc: Sart@HR.House.gov at N?--INTERKET, Senator _Thompson@®Thompson.Senate.gov at Please give fy request your utmost consideration 4 
NP--INTERNET, Senator Frist@Friet.Senate.gov at NP--INTERNET = > 
Subjec=: Proposed Murfreesboro Battlefield Expansion by NPS ith best regards, 5 
Soccooocc + - cooeowwoooovorososcs Message Contents ----- ec cre -coccccccococes + 
~ 
Text ivee 1: Text ites : 

: September 6, 19957 cc: Congressman Bart Goraon 
pace 7 Bart @HR . House .gov zx 
P.O. Box 1986 = 
To: Superintendent Mary Ann Peckham Murfreesboro, TW 37133 Zz 
STRI Administrat ion@NPS.gov o 
Stones River National Battlefield cc: Senator Fred Thorpson = 
3501 Old Nashville Highway Serator_Thompson@Thompson . Senate gov re) 
Murfreesboro, TN 37123 dy End Avenue 4 

ui 


Kashville, TN 37203 
From: Mark Backus 





cc: Senator Bill Frist 
Senetor_Friet@Frist .Senate gov 
26 White Bridge Road 

Suite 211 

Nashvi.ie, TW 37205 

Dear Superircendent Peckham, 


While I am not a resident of your fair state, I am a citizen of this 
country and a descendant of men (some of whom wore blue ana some wore 
grey) who were participants of the War Between the States in your state 


SSI 


One of my ancestors in fact was a citizen of Tennessee -- Private 
Rentarin Franklin Boydston Condray of Lauderdale County, Tennessee (14th 
Tennessee Cavalry, US). 


I an a member of the Sais -f Confederate Veterans, the Sone of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, the Irving (Texas' Seneslogical Society and an 
appointed member of the City cf Irving Citizens Advisory Board to the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 


In addition to these organizations, I also donate a significant no. of 
houre to a reenactment uni: -- Company A, 12th Texas Infantry Regiment, 
CSA -- and work many long hours to help teach othere about those soldiers 
who wore the blue and those who wore the grey 


The purpose of my correspondence is to express wy sympathies in favor of 
expanding the WPS boundaries of the Murfreesboro Battlefield 


As cur country becomes more and more deve.oped, land of historical value 
i@ quickly becoming one more McDonald's, Disneyland or shopping center 

I urge you to consider and to initiate the necessary actions to expand 
the N°S boundaries of the Murfreesboro Battlefield should rore land of 
historical cignificance be made available I’ve heard that approximately 
575 acres of such land might be available. What this land has to offer 
in the ecucation of our citizens is certainly worth mre than one more 
business such a I have described earlier 


if we don't owe thie action to the memory of our ancestore and the mer 
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Augea 31. 1997 


“Mary Ann Peckham 

Stones Rover Natumal Bamieficid 
380) Old Nastwille Highway 
Murtrecshoro, Tennessee 37129 


Cear Ms. Peckham 


Pleanc find emkmed my response to the Draft General Managemer. Plan Development ( oncept 
Pian FS for Stones River Natonal Baticfiekd As undwated. | am boghly in favor of Akernauve 
Ome Al plcase om hade me on your mashing list to recerve future onfurmavun regarding ths 
Pecyect 
Smcerely. 
* f ? 
WH. BAKER Il! 


tnx hosure 





RESPONSE IN FAVOR OF ALTERNATIVE ONE OF THE HATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE PROPOSAL. FOR STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


fam on favor of the Natoma! Park Serva 5 propose! to expend and wmprowe the Stones 
Biver Nanonal Ratticfcad a) imdacated mw Alternauve Onc of the prupesal and cxplamed m Cer 
Draft Genera! Management Plan Developmen Concept Plan Cawwonmental impact Suaement 
The pont Canmet he underemphasized that of thes prupona! nak ected upon and approwed a the 
very near future, Ge opportuany & preserve ns tector aatoral bemicfeld for future 
generavens will he forever low 

Currently. « small tet vocal group of landowners » socking to commercaher all of 
Parcel One of the proposal, of about 586 acres Parce! One » the mow wgmficas and empertast 
part of the proposal Wethwat a, the Park Service's vrson of emprowing the emterpretavon of the 
baniefeld enhancing the visor experience. and preserveng the last mayor tract of hettiefield Land 
not already developed will he host As indicated m attachments BD. these landowners are now 
requestang the bucal rewng hoard t) 7 me thes land for commercial develupment | nies Congress 
and te federal poverament ke steps now wo preserve Ges land. 4 will turn to shopping 
cemters, car lots. grocery stores. of other types of commerceal developmen 

When | was = college. | had the opportunay w wen Ge Cucer Batieficld Nanos! 
Monumem near the ( row indian Reservabon im Montana Because muh of tha hetticfield was 
still undeveloped. the vesusl expenence there was enbehevabic, emovonally mowing and 
meredibie to say the least To see where General Custer and tes men had made thew “lat cand” 
and to see how the Naliwe Amencans implemented thes hatile plan was ope!lbunding | had read 
Bury My Heart and Wounded Kner hut actually standing there and seeing for mywif what 


occurred wes an expenence and history lesson that 2 hundred hooks coukl never teacn That was 


spemrrnpe apa] 
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10 years ago, and | can still visualize it as if it were only yesterday. 


Che Daily News Sournal 


OPINION 





Alternative One w the Stones River National Battlefield propusal offers the peuple of our 


community, the nation, and the world a similar experience and learning opportunity. Please do Monday 
Aus. 25, 1997 
not let this opportunity be lost so that a few people may be able to commercially develop the last 4A 


remaining tracts of battlefield land 








Neither of the other two alternatives offers a similar experience because they do not 
expand the National Battlefield boundaries. Alternatives | and 2 would be the last nails in the 
coffin for any effort to preserve the surrounding battlefield sites. Alternative 2 does litte to 
improve the visitor experience, and Alternative 3 is merely a status quo alternative 21 hest. 

As a recent visitor so vividly explained in a recent letter to the local newspaper, Stones 
River National Battlefield and the battlefield areas not currently within Park Service boundanes 
are a local and national historic treasure that should be spared from commercial development and 


shared by future generavons of Americans (See attachment A). 





Value of battlefield lies in its preservation 


To the editor, 

i have recently visited your city and the battlefield 
where several of my family’s ancestors fought. I had 
been wailing to visit for years and had not been able 
to unt now 

I could not believe the growth that the Murfrees- 
boro area has had in the last several years. I looked 
for positions where my ancestor's unit had been dur- 
ing the battle on Dec. 31, 1862. and found absolute 
iy beautful cedar woods and fields None of their 
positions were within the national park boundary 
today, whuch looked as :f it covered less than 10 per- 
cent of the onginal battlefield 

I was distressed to see water and sewer lines being 
installed directly down the middle of the battlefield 
I know what comes next’ commercial and industnal 


dered why we don’! preserve an important and sig- 
nificamt battieficld where many of our ancestors 
fought and died 

1 guess I must be different from most people. I saw 
fields and woods which needed to be preserved so [ 
can show my children and grandchildren where their 
ancestors fought and shed their blood for their coun- 
try. Others see prosperity, money, buildings and 
asphalt parking lots. 

I know growth will always take place, but I will 
never understand why a hustoncally significant bat- 
Uefield such as Murfreesboro must disappear 

I hope your Murfreesboro readers will somehow 
understand that the rea! gold mune is not in expensive 
developed land but in a bamiefield preserved for our 
future generations 


For these reasuns, | am in tavor of Alternative One of National Park Service's Stones development Ken Tilley 
= As I walked the fields and woods and realized Charfes Avenae 
a River National Battle proposal. when I come hack thal they mighi nol be here. won- Wetumpka, Ala. 
— 


fA. Go5 


H. BAKER ili 














Attar haat A 
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The Murfreesboro Planmng Comrussion will cold a public heanng on 
the above rllustrated zoning request [97-427! at 7.00 pm. Wednesday 
September 3. 1997. in the Council Chambers of City Hail. The request 1s 
being made by Thomas M. Lane and 1s w zone the property along 
Manson Pike to CH (Commercial Highway) All wuerested partics are 
invited to attend 

MURFREESBORO PLANNING DEPARTMENT - 893-6441 


Murfreesboro Piantung Commission 
TOBE RUN Avgus 25. 1997 — 
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LEGAL NOTICES 








NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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the above illustrated six areas for annexation [97-508] at 7-00 p.m 
Wednesday. September 3, 1997. in the Council Chambers of City Hail 
The requesi is being made by Thomas M. Lane and others. All interest 
ed pares are invited to atiend 

MURFREESBORO PLANNING DEPARTMENT - 893-644! 


Murt-eestoro Planning Comtussson 
TO Bt RUN Augew 25 i997 - 


The Murfreesboro Planning Commission wil! hold public hearings on 








3EST COPY AVAILABLE 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
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The Murfreesboro Planning Commussson will hold a pubic heanng on 
the above illustratcd zoning request (97-428) at 700 pm. on 
Wedne day. September 3. 1997. in the Council Chambers of City Hall 
The request ss being made vy Planning Staff and is to clude the prop 
erty in the BPD (Baulefield Protechon Distinct) Overlay All umeresied 
pares are unvited lo atend 


MURFREESBORO PLANNING DEPARTMENT - 893-6441 


Murfreesboro Planning Commision 
TO BE RUN Asgus: 25. 107 











BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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August 12, 1997 


Supt. Mary Ann Peckham 

Stones River Nacional Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


Re DLS (June 19, 1997) 
Dear Supt. Peckham 


I am writing to support and encourage you in the adoption of 
Alternative One of your Draft General Management Plar for Stones River 
National Battlefield. Though I am far away in physical distance, I 
stand by your side spiritually and emotionally in this endeavour, which 
might not be clearly understood by local property owners in Tennessee 


Let me briefly explain. As a child my grandmzccher took me to the 
grave of my great-great-grandfather who served with Company B, 65th Onio 
Volunteer Infantry of Harker's Brigade. My earliest interest in the 
Civil War arose from researching more about the 65th Ohio which included 
zen from all over my local area of Ohio in Company B and the significant 
fact the battle was their first combat experience. . have always been 
interested in Stones River for two reasons. First, for the sheer 
ferocity of the combat and percentage of casualties. Second, in 
defending the Union right flank, Company B had thirty-four men killed or 
wounded out of forty-three in line of battle that day. Seven of those 
men are known to be buried in your National Cemetery, while four more 
of those KIA's were brought home and buried here in local cemeteries I 
believe at least two more are buried in your cemetery as unknowns 
according to the national re-interment records. 


Just as Stones River was forever memorialized in their minds by 
"seeing the elephant" for the first time, so I have studied and understood 
the Civil War fromtheir perspective and Stones Kiver first and foremost 
as | have visited all their graves and remembered their names and stories 


Of the five most deadly battles of the war (Stones River, Gettysburg, 
Chickamauga, Shiloh and Antietam) the only one without a full national 
military park which accurately anc completely encompasses and explains 
the action there is Stones River Your draft general management plan 
fully outlines the many reasons for the expansion of the batclefield 
park and 1 need not repeac them here It is clearly an untapped resource 
in central Tennessee both economically from increased visitation and 
culturally from increased interest that the further expansion would bring 





Page 2 
Supt. Mary Ann Peckhaz 
August 12, 1997 


But uniquely, there is only one place where descendants of soldiers 
North and South can walk and study and to an extent experience what 
Stones River in December 1862 meant and that is on the ground you 
propose to include No amount of reading or drawings adequately explains 
what a good walk and view canteach, and for that reason, I ask that you 
save as much of the original battlefield lands as possible Just as we 
descendants of the soldiers can still see some of those vistas, I hope 
my descendants will srill be able to as well. Amidst the continued 
presence of development, this is Stones River's last battle - this time 
for its own survival. 


In this regard, I ask that you consider in your planning anorher part 
of the field not protected, that being the Union right flank in its combat 
positions below the Asbury Lane from Asbury Church through Widow 3urris 
house to the present park holdings If Bragg had reinforced Cleburne in 
this area rather than pouring al! his reserves against the Round Forest, 
Confederate victory would have been more likely by cutting off the Union 
army from the Nashville Pike. Conversely, the Federal defense in this 
area saved the Union army from defeat as much as Hazen's Jefense along 
the railroad 


You have proposed retaining the corrider out to Rosecran's 
headquarters, but little action actually occured there because the real 
defense of the Union right flank was in the fields south of Asbury Lane 
by the brigades of Beatty, Fyffe and Harker. (dewars"ea Majer Acton Zone 4 on yer ow 


Though this area is cut off from Rosecran'’s headquarters to the 
north (toward which the flow of battle was directed) the three or four 
parcels directly west of the holdings where the Chicago Roard of Trade 
battery sets were heavily fought over and since they represent cleared 
areas primarily where the rebel attack broke out of the cedars, scme 
appropriate landscape planting would mask the housing developments which 
interfere. (see photo of map in yellow enclosed) T know this is a 
reach, but the area is so significant and after your present boundary 
expansion, another is not likely before these lands are lost to 
development forever 


In the same spirit that you are presently taking toward the southern 
end of the battlefield (which has a housing development right in the 
middle of the area of Sheridan's stand) something couid be done for the 
western edge of the park as well. At the minicur, continue to press for 
Alternative One with the knowledge that you are securing the whole 
country’s historical heritage where men from across the whole country 
came to stake their ideals and lives in and around Stones River and mace 
a claim that even today resounds louder than just local business interests 
Other land is available for housing and development, only the land in 
question was first bought in bleod before it could be bought in money 





Very truly yours, 


Kenneth L. over 


Attorney at Law 


KLB: kal 
Enclosure 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATI°WAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your Geas about the alternanves for the future matiagement of Stones River Nanonai 
Batiefiek. We are especially wterested m your opm of the Nat. onal Park Service's sroposed Mary Ann Peckhae 


1) dae4 4 opf, UtDhy ihunt put hawk, flr 4 
i“ / 4 


, Pe a: Og 

Rraen a zal he UL‘ sw’ Gf an 7 A4a+e Y ely 
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buns bartaw Fuad f4r. Mf 94 ph 

stat baak wr urd 7. fhe (rata 

Ti 4A-4 beat Atiapedtrif, Qs 
/ 


, ag t he-- Dea pingt yew bboy 


comments by Aaguat 1 


3501 Old Nashville High way 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E mas, Address st_whnmistevon ngs gov 


yOu af not yet on che mauling list and wish to receiwe future information regarding this project, 
please grve your name and address 


Superintendent 
Stones River Wational Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville #ighwey 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 137129 


wy Can butt, Dear Superintendent Peckhan: 


3,500 acres, presented @ pastoral 


fi 


pte len & Cheese. River Mational Rattlefielad in the came league ss the hallowed 
‘ya ee, a grounds preserved at Gettysburg, Shiloh, Chickemauga and Vicksburg 
GA fo acome as befitting iande commanding this 


significance 


Sincerely. 

















My first vieit to Stones River National Military Park was in 1954. 
At that time the park consisted of 4 very smal] area, 
acres. but the adjacent area where the battle was fought 
landscape with no 
cutting througn it nor any Ceneral Flectric plent. A participant in 
the battle returning vould have had no difficulty recognizing the 
area hallowed by the blood of wore than 24,090 fellow Americane. 


Yow the park’s 700 acres conveys a far better understanding and 
appreciation of how the battlefield icoked durirg those three 
tragic days. But it only contains those ficlds and cedsre where the 
fight centered from late sorning of December 31, 
Ae tfLrr4z «8 ATi call 1863. There are today, remarkably, 
. . ; south of Manson/Wialkenson Pike that still 
‘nA tus brad ~~ Yhor character. This i# ground across which the Confederates stormed, 
. 4 rolling up the Union right, threatening to destroy the Unicon army . 
Here is where breve Tennesseans of Maney’s, VYaughean’s and Stewart's 


A 
i Ty brigades, includ: many pen froe Rutherford County. 
YO pet tW? eltd paws he yw Sp uf, but rad Wwthy f - np aay y 


( Ha Creme 7 fe ty Because of thie I enthusiastically endorse Alternative 1. 


1862 to January 2, 
700 acres of iands 
retains their historic 


clock is about to strike sidnight and must not be sliowed to close 
the opportunity to acquire these lands which will piace Stones 
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RESPONSE FORM 
ee’ 
DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your ideas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones River National 
Battlefield. We are especially interested in your opinion of the National Park Service's proposed 
sction (ahtemstive 1). 74 fo//ncme pee Conments ins Seppertor A/termbve Plan 7 oF 
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iS ; 4 a; a " 
change. tepk plex om. Ar fe Kosa id, 197,10: Uisifees we-lel be nble to haw this Cerne 
om 2 
Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent —. 
Stones River Nationa) Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 
E-mail Address: stri_administration@anps.gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to receive future information regarding this project, 
please give your name and address: 
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From: Sridses Scott iTS at np--INTERNET 8/2 
12:05PM (2131 bytes: 1 In 


Receipt Requested 


Ce : 


Text 


STRI Administration at NP--SER 
ect: stones river national battlefield 
cece er roe rrr oseseresosesecs Message Contents ----- 


item it: Text Item 


Dear Ms. Peckhar- 


I understand that it is well past the 8-12-97 deadline for commente on 
the developnent/concept plan for the Stones River National] 
Battlefield. Unfortunateiy I am new in the area and just yesterday 
reac the concept plans in the Murfreesboro Public Library. 


As a newcomer to Murfreesboro, I am fascinated by the magnitude of the 
historicai implications of this battlefield. I am employed by one of 
the larger industrial plants, which is well within the original 
battlefield boundaries, and is in the area of study for proposed 
possible aquisition and reclamation. 


Alternative 1 is by far the most exciting of the options under 
consideration. The obvious growth in development which endangers the 
battlefield area surpasses in importance even it's bisection by roadea. 
Once areas are lost, they may never be reciaimed. Now is the time to 
act. As much of the original battlefield as possible must be saved 
from development, and if possible, reclaimed fom past development. 


The growth of the management area and preservation of the battlefield 
is of course important from a tourism standpoint, but even more 60 as 
a historical obligation. The people of Murfreesboro are indeed 
fortunate to have such a unique and valuable asset of such 
significance. All who live in this area have a moral obligation to 
he.p preserve this great battlefield as a monument rot only to the men 
who fought and died there, but as a constant reminder of cne of the 
most important moments in the history of the United States of America. 











fe, 


July 15, 1597 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River Nationa! Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro TN 37129 


Dear Superintendent Peckham 


| am writing in support of Alternative #1 for the improvement of the Stones River 
National Battlefield. Given the rapic development in all areas of the county and 
especially m and around the present park boundanes. it is imperative that actions 
outlined in Atlernative #1 be taken at the earliest possibie mo:nent 


Unfortunately, there are powerful and prominent persons in Rutherford County who 
know ttle about our heritage and have absolutely no understanding of the importance 
to a culture of maintaining this hentage. These persons have amassed great wealth 
from development in the county, and while thcy pretend to be interested in the well 
heing of our area, thew concems rarely go veyond their personai potential for profit. | 
would hope that the selfish concems of a few developers would not outweigh our need 
to expand and preserve as much of the battlefield as possible 


Again, | strongly support Alternative #1. Thank you for your good work 


Sirrerely, 


~ > .o 
\ fir BToa ALY \ 


James T. Brooks, Jr / } 


Piease add my name and address to your mailing list 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your ideas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones Ruver Nanonal 


Battieficld We are especually mterested m your opumion of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |} 
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Please send comments by September 12, 1997. to 
Mary Ann Peckham, Supermtendent 
Stones Rrver National Battlefield 
350] Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 
E-mail Address. sti_adminise-whonianps gov 


If vou are not yet on the mauling list and sh to recerve future mformanon regarding thes project, 


please grve your name and address 








14] From. Jim Burke QRS sa— 2 - 2 EPNeT 9/1/95 


bytes: 1 in) 
To: STRI Adwrinistration at NP--SER 
Subject: Murfreesboro 

--- Message Contents --  ----------77-7- 
Text item 1: Text Iter 
Ms. Peckham I urge you tc preserve he Murfreesboro heritage and 
prevent it from becoming a strip mall 


Jim Burke 


sppnpLupul 
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Murfre-s>oro, Tenn 
18 June 1997 





Superintendent Mary Ann Peckhas De} 
Stones River National Battlefield "Adem C _— 
3501 Old Nashville Highway et ot 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 “Meet Vers 
Dear Superintendent Peckham: _.—— 





Thank you for the recent draft, “General Management Plan, etc." 
for Stones River National Battlefield. Attractively presented, 
this document does an excellent job of describing the past. present, 
and future of the battlefield. Especially heipful are the well de- 
signed and informative saps and charts. which add very much to the 
text, the style of which is clear and easily followed. 


I fully support the realization of Alternative 1. This is a first 
class plan and its fruition would be a valuable asset to the nation, 
state and local area. The proposed expanded tour route with its new 
and improved interpretative markers would enhance an understanding 
of troop positions and sovements during the bettle. and the museum 
addition would certainly provide more exhibits to help visitors 
develop an appreciation of events during this period of history. 


Of special interest to me are the environmental sections of this 
report. They show careful planning and consideration for the 
natural resources of the battlefield and surrounding area. 


I commend everyone who shared in the preparation of this excellent 
report. 


Sincerely ycurs, 
2 Whe 24 
_ M. 2) 


Copies: 


Representative Bart Gordon, MC 
County Executive Nancy Allen 
Mayor Joe Jackson 








July 16, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham 

Super intendent 

united States Department of toe interior 
Nationa! Part Service 

Stones Piver Nations! Batt lefreid 

350! Old Nashville Highway 

Murfreesboro, Tn., 37129 


Sef Your letter dated June 10, 1997 (Ref #018) 
anc ovr phore conversatior yesterday . 


Dear Ms. Peckham 


't was @ pleasure speaking «ith you yesterday regarding the 
propose 's of the Battlefield expansion 


As | mentioned, we ower the property ecjacent to the Armory 

and '-24 and current!y hawe a bi!) lboard sign ‘located on same 

You stated that the Parks Service are looking for willing sellers 
and ere oniy making proposals at this point As | stated to you 
yesterday, we do not desire to se!! cur land We have @ very 
large investment in the lanc and tne bi! lboerd structure 


| appreciate the information and the fect that you pian to keep 
me apprised of any developments Please fee! free to cal! at 
anytime 


Respectfully yours, 


- 


L146 
7 UZ” — 
Shsron Cheesebr ew 
<< 6 S Company 


4 


CU 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL [IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please shart vow ideas about the alternatves for the future mansermen! of Stones Ruwer Namonai 
Bateficid We ace especially wiereswd @ your opmuon of the Nanonal Pari. Service s proposed 
acuon (alternative | ). 


| fee! that increanng the boundary on Stones River Bartlefieid ss completely unnecessary Ive 
moved here in 1985 and made s point of visiting the battlefield There was nobody # ° 

answer amy questions or 10 grve move unformanion and really notheng to hold the adolescence 
imerest | thunk you should try to do more with what you have mstead of trymg to do nottung 





Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


350) Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E mai Address sti_ administration @nps gov 


If vow are not yet on the mauimg list and wrsh to recerve future nformation regarding this project, 
please g ve your name and address 




















August !7, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stomes Riwer Sational Betrtleficld 
350! Old Maeshwille Bighway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37179 


Dear Superintendent Peckhes, 


L strongly recommend that we accept alternative | of the 
General Menegement Plan for Stones Riwer Nationa! Bettlefielé Te 
order to serve the public with a good interpretive overview of the 
Civil War Batcie waged in and around Murfreesboro and Stones 
River, more land i« vitally see¢eéd and gust be acquired while it 
18 eveilable This is @ wery fast growing county, and wher is 
eveiladle now will mot be aveileble in the future. 


The whole concept of that famous bettle canrct be adequately 
portrayed in the emall acreage now held by the Mational Settle- 
field We wust take this opportunity to acquire es euch ecrteage 
#8 is possible at this time, in order to preserwe « larger eres, 
ené to give « broader scope to the interpretation of thet bettie 


Sincereiy, 


int 'sta 
Bute (Cmca 
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7 3:45PM (986 bytes: 1 In) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

Subject: Battlefield 

PLPSL S$ = SOSPSPSG HPSS — CUSIVIODOS Measage Contents ------------°°°°- ooo rrrr 


Text item 1: Text Item 


Gent lemen: 

I fully support you efforts to preserve the battlefield, as much as 
possible. And it will be tc the benefit the local economy. Thanks, 
Elictah S. Coleman Chattahoochee Guards 1639 Mableton,GA 


"Governor, if 1 had foreseen the use those people desicned to make of their 
victory, there would have been no surrender at Appomattox Courthouse; no 
sir, not by me Had 1 foreseen these results of subjugation, I would have 
preferred to die at Appomattox with my brave wen, my sword in this right 
hand.* CSA General Robert 2. Lee 


“The Princilple for which we contend is bound to reassert itself, though it 
may be at another time and in another form.* President Jefferson Davis, CSA 


30/3 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENT 4L IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share yous kieas about the efternat:ves for the future management of Stoacs Ruver Nsponal 
Battiefieid. We are cspecialh interested m your opmmon of the National Part Service 's proposed 


ls Se it/ 


LI 


S 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River Nanonal Barticfeld 
350) Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mai Address str admmistrston@nps gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to recerve future informsanon regarcing this project. 
please grve your name and address 














As the beginning of the 1863 Union advance on Chattanooga, and 
thence to Atlanta and the sea, the “Battle of Stones River" wa an 
event critical to the outcome of the American Civil War. As 
“Haliowed Ground," the Stones River battlefield today deserves the 
Same status and attention accorded other major Civil War battie 
sites Yet for years the park's small scaie has helped it retain 
a reputatior as “that damn Yankee cemetery in Murfreesboro " The 
Park Service is to be commended for undertaking chis long range 
planning initiative to help Stones Kiver park achieve its stated 
objectives 


Beyond its intangible value to the American people, stones River 
has tremendous potential in helping the state’s tourist economy 
I'm sure many visitors who now visit Civil War sites such as Shiloh 
or Lookout Mountain would extend the length of their Tennessee stay 
if more opportunities; facilities, and services were available at 
Stones River. 


Wich current development in the Nashville - Murfreesboro corridor 
taking off in leaps and bounds, it is amazing any currently 
unprotected battlefield survives to be suitable for addition to the 
park. Certainly this will be the last chance the public hae to 
make Stones River a viable battlefield park where visitors can 
easily visualize the epic events of 1862 - 1863. 


To expand the park's boundary by 1500 aci*s seems a reasonable pian 
to help reach that goal, when considering the project's added 
benefits to Rutherford County's heritage preservation, economic 
well-being, and general quality of life. 


Speaking for myself as a Civil War buff, and on behalf of the 
"Friends of Shiloh Battlefield" organization, I heartily endorse 
Alternative 1. 


Gl (Jad Trestledl 
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'7] From: George Combs QD ac we- ustenvet 8/6/37 7:59am 
} 


bytes: 1 in 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 
Subject: Boundary expansion 


-- Message Contents ----- ------ 
Text item 1: Text Item 


Dear Stones Piver, 


have beer to the battlefield twice and have long lamented the 
lack of scope the current park boundary allows. In order to 
better uncerstand the battle the park boundary must be 
expanded. The city of Murfreesboro can reap many of the 
benefits of the ever expanding Heritage Tourism dollars that an 
enlarged NPS site will help to bring in. Further, a larger park 
will assure local residents of open green space for their use 
Certa.nly that would enhance the quality-of-life of most 
locals. Since the park already suffers from bifurcation by the 
interstate, we should do all we can to expand parklands 
wherever the opportunity presents itself. At some point we must 
recognize the importance of heritage and history, I hope this 
time has come for Stomes River Battlefieid. I look forward to 
my next trip to TN 


Respectfully , 


George K Combs 

Archivist, Alexandria Library 
Alexa., VA 

gcombs@.eco vsla.edu 











DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Picase share your ideas about the alternstives for the future management of Stones Rive: Nanonal 


Battiefieid. We are especially mterested m your opinion of the Nanonai Park Service's proposed 
acton (alternative |) 
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Phease send comments by Asgest 12, » ©. 


E-may Address st_sdmmustrstion@nps gov 


If you are not ye' oe the mating hist and wish 10 recerve future informatie regarding this proyect, 
please grve your name and address Lbh ch Coles 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternatrves for the future management of Simees Ruver Nabonal 
Battiefieid We are especially aucrested m your opmuice of the National Park Service's proposed 
acton (aleraative |). 


Dear Ms Peckham, 


1am opposed to Alternative | In this ume of national debt, ut 1s fiscally wresponsible to 
be undertaking a large expansion project when issues such as maintenance and upkeep should be 
addressed ‘Many things could be done to enhance interpretation and visitor expenence with the 
land that 1s currently within the park borders 


it 1s also immoral and unfair to explout and harass property owners If this land 13 valuable 
and necessary to the interpretation of the battlefield (which it 13 not, as only a smal! amount of 
fighting on the first day of the battle took place here). then a purchase plan should be presented 
with the expansion plan Taking this land by authonty of the Nanonal Environment Policy Act 1s 
unfasr use of this law, and the community will sot support this act of intrusson 


I strongly support Alternative 3, and suggest that in the future if more land remains a hugh 
pnonty with the Bartlefield, that ettention be turned to educabon of the community and one-on- 
one dealings with property owners with respect and consideranon for them | might add, that you 
face a tremendous mountain over which to climb, because you and the park have shown poor 
sudgment in your heavy-handed approach, and you will have much lost ground to gan back 


Sincerely, 
Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to: Kathy (orley- 
Mary Ann Peckham, Supersrendent Kathy Cortew 


Stones River Nanonal Batiefieid 

3501 Old Nashville Highway 

Murfreesboro, Tenacasee 37129 

E-mail Address str_admnmpu aon@nps gcv 
If you are pot yet on the mauling list and v.usb to recerve future mformanon regarding this project, 
please grve your name and address. 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


“ee? stuart your sdeas abou the altemnst’-¢s for the future managemest of Stones Rive: \enonal 
Bevicheli. We are especially mierested ut your opmmon of the Nenonal Part Service 5 proposed 
etc (Lerman |) 


August 1, 1997 


Il oppose Alternative One. 

I support Alternative Two and Three to the extent that Federal 
Funds are available. Either Teo or Three should include - first 
rate video depiction of the battie, Also desirable are an 
enlarged headquarters and reception building, an artifacts 


A 


collection, and a general cleaning ap of the Pairk. A road 


eroviding easy access from the headquarters and cemetery to 
the Mendenhall Monutent should be provided. 

As | understand Alternative One, 759 acres would be added to 
the present Park lands--s0t from the most important spot of the 


battle, which was that eminence east of the Mendenhall Monment 


Pe aa eS Cae tE Si Pattie with Breckinridge's fatal 
Mary Aan Peckham. Superuntendent 
Stones 2sver Nanonal Battiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville Highwey 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address stn_administrapon@m s gov 


If you are not yet on the maalmg list and with to recerve future mfurmanhon regarding this proyect, 
please give your name and address 
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charge--but ‘roa farm land just south of Mansor Road where fighting 


occurred during the torning hours of the first tay of battie. 
Park wanagetent arcues that the 759 acres of improved farm land 
are necessary so that scholars interested in “a sense of place” 
may view and stend upon pesture land where General Sill fell 
and where several hours of carnage took place. The outlay of 
tax payers’ dollars would be enormous. I[ telieve that most 
people interested in this can experience those three gruesome 
hours vicariously from a lecture, film, or book and not have 
to tramp across muddy and mosquito-infeste! fields to do so. 
Be recommend the use of federal markers piaced and maintained 
strategicelliy along Franklin Road or Manson Road which point 
to Sill’s death spot, the Harding home-hospital, and anything 
else of significance occurring in those morning hours of 
December 31. Land for an additional traffic lane or two, rarked 
for exclusive use by drivers wishing to park briefly to read 
the markers, would have to be purchased (or probabl, donated) 
from or by landowners. 

Fairness and justice to landowners cannot be ignored in this 
or any other Takings situation. The fifth Amendment and the 


numerous cases handed down by the Supreme Court protect citizens 


in the exercise of their property rights. 


The ageressive posture assum@ by the Park Service may be 


destroying the confidence people traditionally have raintained 


in the Park administration and even in “the government” ceneraliy. 
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Page 3 


Shaveful have been some of the press accounts about “war again 


at Stones River’ and “dissension movats bDetecen landowners 
aod the Park.” Unfortunate is the atiltude expressed by 

& columnist in a Nashville paper that “ihe goverrment no 
longer is honest with the peopic. 

As we al! heard recentiy from a condemned man, “for 
good or for ill, . ./the government/ teaches the whole 
people by its example.” The Park Service should help 
restore the confidence of the people in itself and in the 


federal government. In this case, it can do so by 


boldly supporting with vigor and imagination Alternative Two 


or Alternative Three. and shelving Alternative One. 


(iP alee. 


E. Corle# 








Robert S. Corlew, Sopo) 


September 3, 1997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham 
Scones River “atonal Kettlefieid 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 


RF Potennal expansion of rhe Stones River Nabonal Bartiefield at Vurfreesboro 
Dear Ms Peckham 


| am grongh apposed to proposed plans to expand the Nsnonal Hertiefieid st Murfreesboro 
[ well stam mumalty that | am nt unbsased m thes matter A large portion of the oroposed new 
park ares mcludes 2 farm where | and my brother and mister were reared, and where my 
parents contmue to reside My father s 7S and my mother will be 70 next month. and they 
are greath chstressed a the poasibelery that thew hame where they have remded for nearty forty 
years may cease to be thew property My brother. my sister. and | have all talked penodscally 
that 1 would be nace for us io hve af » me came on thes same land 


We understand the aspect of candemmanan wm order for construchon of publac projects. | have 
the prrvilege of serving as Chancellor for ts judscial dostnct. and | have presided over & 
number of cases involving property owners whose land has heen taken for venous highway 
mrprovements and otherwise “ty brother 1s a plastic surgeon m Murfreesboro. and an sister 
teaches Fngirs! at a local mgh school. so we all are able to look at thrs issue with some degree 
of obyecnviry Although @ will be a pamful experence to me to see our farm become federal 
land. rm mayor concern is the manmer wi whech | understand the nanonal part service acquires 
land !t is my understanding thet without ery compenssnon. the Park Service. with House and 
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My further comcemn with regard to expansion of the Nanonal Batticficid is whether such an 
expanson is uh on the public rmerest Recent medue coverage has beer given to the bamnsed 
budget which the Department of the imtenor has. and further amennan to the defficult 
probiems winch mayor \enonal Parks are having m providing services to those who tour those 
parks Woh oght financial budgets whoch a number of Federal departments and agencoes arc 
expenencing. «sf not proper that aftenhon first he gyven to mayor Nanonal Parks such as 
Smokey Mountain. Y cllowsiune. Grand Canyon, snd others before we expand Stones Rrver” 
The Crvil War +s certemly a mayor part of our Namon’s history Recent tclevisson specials 
have perhaps increased some mtcrest > thes war and the parks commemorating the hetties 
Like so many cotuzens, | had ancesturs who fought and dred durmg that war In fasrness. 
though. 1s st Got proper that the mayor pornon of the Federal funds commemorating our »ar 
history be used firsi io commemorate our war efforts m the Revolumonary War and the 
Nanonal Parks Rartiefelds. and Monuments commemorating these cfforts’ Certamby ec 
should not forget the efforts of our wahant sokbers na numbur of wars mciuding modern dey 
efforts, fought on foreagn sods (Gulf, Vsemarn. Korea). the workd wars (First and Second) and 
other wars when our nahon was younger (Spanssh-Amencan. Civil War, War of 1812. etc 1. 
and even those wars fought by Amencams before our nanan was founded (mchuding the 
French and indsan War) in comsderng the Crvel War. os @ not appropriate that the relenvely 
few dollars avaiable be firs spent commemorsning the more mayor harties of that war” Heme 
a resdem of Murfreesboro ance 1953 (with the excepnon cf mmr out of town to attend 
college. law school and serve wm the army) ! heve occamonally champroned the sgmnficance 
of the Battle of Stones River m acadermc dscusssons [nm farmness though | have alwews had 
to acknovs ledge that the hatte whach some have called indecisive paris when compared wrth 
Gettysburg. and even nearby bartles such as Checkamaugs and Sheich (am the hestancal 
sam ficance of Stones River be om am way compared eth the mgwhicance of those barties. 
OF even with more menor mirtary efforts includeng Fort Sumpter Manassas or Appomatios 
Courthouse” in a larger sense. can the hestomcal sywficance of the Cra! War be compared 
wth the symficance of the Revolumon”’ And. m all faxmess. can the mgmificance of ow ea 
effons be compared e:th those parks etuch commemorate asturel phenoma. inctudmng The 
Grand Camon Yellowstone and certainly the nearby Smokey Viowtams” 


| do nat favor clamng the Manes River Banieheld although = a da, wher our nahonal ieaders 
ae amtemprtng to halance s budget winch already taxes our citizens to 8 greater degree thar 
Amerncans have ever heen taxed om ow hestor, und smil ou nanonal budget has not heen 
balanced m decades. nor will ¢ be balanced unm! after the vear 2000 at the carbest. there may 
he sone meron taking tes bokd sep (Current cuitary nstallamons whch some fee! are more 
minor are heung closed for financial reasoms imtenor may be wise to consider sowne of the 
same vieps whach ow nanonal defemee effort has heen required to comsader 


Can we jusnf} am expanmon of a “anonal Battlefield commemorating the three~<day barrie” 
| bebeve not The \anonal Rertiefield aiready contars some 500 acres. and comtarns @ 
mumiber of estes where mare gm Scam pornons of the hartic occured Certainly the proposed 
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expanwon would mclude a larper pornor of the bartiefeid but stall would mot unchude the 
crewe batriefieid smd eauld not mchude the reported piace of commencement of the burtie 
| understand that s purpose of the proposed cxpamman = to include Teo sites eisere = ot 
meserted agpuficare vers m the bee ranspered Respectfulh however there = nothing © 
see @ othe: of Sree locas (me of thewe ns where ¢ Sorthern Geners) was reportiedh sha 
in afi farrmesa. mcurparghon of these areas of land uo the Bamicheid would appear to add 
bertie oF mothemg to the educspon enjovmen or emtertammen! of those eto vist the park 
There are no tumidengs ani no geograpincal features wtach were mgmeficare to the bettie on 
amy of the proposed new addon The presem dey bartieficid aircady imciudes samme SOO 
acres as stated sbove. a nsmomsl cemetery where a number of | man sok were burned 
(Canéedermes morta ecemded were not honared by formal hurts m such 2 Cemetery | Teo 
adden! major momurnents a vrstor center amd a paved Gove hagh!ngtming some half-dozen 
other places where egruficare Cycres may have Wamepeed Gurimg the bettie 25 ee as walking 
trails Although the hettles of the Coal War ave sgmeficant to 8 gumber of ow Gonzem, ee 
mus! remember however. thet many “umencans have no mueres! m the ( reo! War and to 
others. mchadmmg some Afmcan-Amencans. the memory of thes wa is offense 


Picase understand that ! and «ry fermbhy do not Grrmmsh the role wiech Pretory plavs | was 
abesary major m college and he. been a hfe-memiber of the | ennessee Hratoncal Saceety 
for more than a decade [ published an arncle twenty years ago im the Jemmessce Hrssorncal 
(awartert, “hy father taught bestory at Maddie Temmessee Suse | mrversit for a oumnber of 
years. and charred that Departmen. fore tune. before beonemng Charman of the Tennessee 
Hestancal Comemmsmon a state agency on wtach he spill serves as a member We aomph 
helseve that the Battlefield as currenth constructed property serves the needs of those who 
sec’ to wee the haticfield arca and to learn more shout Stones River 


For afl of the foropomng ressoms | would respectfully empdore you to vote agaunst amy and ai! 
measures desgmed to expand the Stones River Rartiefield wher these measures came before 
the | meted States Senaic Please recogmze that the Rartiefietd can comtumuc to serve thone 
euh ap seerves m thes bartie eth ts present comfigureanon and erhow! drsenfranchrsungs am 
of the forty of mare landoenen s cumber of whom are cider and some are physically 
infirm who heave countiess extended farmh m the local arca who siso treasure the farmer 
home place 


Please ofr qgamst cxpameon of the HamleScid = Thambh vow for your nme and comaderanon: 
Thank vou for the exceliem job wtech you are doung im representing us im W ashangton 


Very truly yours, Zz 


Robert & Corlew, 11! 


NOLLYNICGHOO)D GINY NOLLVLETASNOO 
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Dear Ms Peckham, 

| suncerely hope that this letter ts unnecessary. as | hope you have had a chance to 
reassess your recommendation for massive physical expansion of the Stones River 
National Bamilefield | hope that you have come to the conclusion. especially afier last 
week's city counci! hearing, that those plans, while grandiose and aftractive in one sense. 
are coumer to the best umeresis of the Park, the Park Service, the city of Murfreesboro, 
Rutherford County, the property owners involved, and anyone with a sense of fairness 
and justice My own recommendation 1s for alternative three. although | would not have 
strong objections to alternative two 

In addition to gaimng the everlasting enmity of loca! citizens, the massive 
expansion as described in alternative one also commsts our government to marntain thrs 
land om perpetuity Long after the land is acquired by whatever means, our tax money 
sill has to suppor ms upkeep In an age of shrinking budges and endangered social 
security, Medicare, welfare, and other social programs, this is hard to fathom 

You have had the opportunmty to solic written support rom everyone who has 
visited the Park this summer According to your figures, this would be about 65,000 
people (or :f two-thurds of the vistors came during the summer months, which 1s a rather 
valid assumption, well over 160,000) Certainly many of these people have taken the 
opportursty to lend such support | senously doubt if any of these of these people were 
made aware of all of the aspects of the situation | doubt if any of them knew that our 
government had the power to take control (regardless of ownership) of prrvate property 
without compensation | doubt if any of them knew that the land im question was 
anything other than fallow land whose owners would have no objection to mt becoming 
part of the Park | have no doubt that none, or at least a very few, would support the plan 
if they were aware of the massive myustice being wrought by the implementation of the 
rd 1 doubt that many Amencans are ever in favor of the trampling of other's basic 
nights 

A more honest and open approach might have gained more suppor from loca! 
people The very people who now are fighting this plan the hardest could easily have 
been the leaders of the “Friends” group for this park The surreptitious and deceptive 
manner tn which this entire proposal has been presemted has not been conducive to 
gaiteng the support of anyone involved 

When it 1s stated that 260,000 people per vear go through the Park there is « 
compete loss of credibility Perhaps before the Greenway was built there actually were a 
large sumber of people that actually did use the park, but the vast majyortty were loca, 
ressdemts who used mt for a place to exercise and now use the Greenway These people 





are not imerested in the mimne details of a battle, but rather in a place away from they 
normal activites 

Similarly, the definition of “willing seller” as presented at last week's hearing 
does not promote trust That definition of willing seller is quite similar to a rapist’s 
definmon of consensual sex Once the gun is placed to the woman's head, she consents, 
just as once land is rendered of no value on the market by beng declared within the 
boundaries of the Battlefield, the owner becomes s “willing seller.” as there is little other 
chonce 

Obtaimng the federal financing for significam wnprovements to the Park would be 
a welcome *ddmion to the communsty As you must know far better than |, more funding 
for basic improvements and maimtenance would provide for a ~ ach smproved Park tha 
could be enjoyed by all No encroachment of the nghts of Americans 1s necessary 
Perhaps the Battlefield could again be the place of chowe for local citizens to exercise, 
thereby increasing the numbers of vistors crossing the Park threshold Ahernative three 
certasnly seems to be best for the local area and for the country, although alternative two 
dues not seem 10 accomplish much harm | hope that you will recommend one of these 
two opbons, preferably the former. to your supenors and to the Congress 


Sincerely, 


Aide tO 


// 


Scott Corlew 
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~ 14, 1997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River Natbona! Battiefieid 

3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham. 

This letter concerns the proposed changes to the Stones River National 
Battlefield Of the three alternatives as outimed in the General Management Plan from 
the Park Service, | would urge you strongly to support alternative three, and also to 
remove alternatives one and two itrevocably from any plans, present or future, for the 


The plan described as “alternative three” 1s the most cost-effective, as ut provides 
for much needed improvements without incurmng massive expenditure it provides for 
connection of the park wah the Stones River Greenway that was developed recently 
This connection is probably what will be used most by local cmizens and will give 
vis. tors the opportunity to see and experience this loca! park 


The first alternative (“alternative one” in the General Managemen Plan) involves 
the acquisition of 769 acres of what 1s some of the most valuable and rapidly appreciating 
land in Rutherford County Addmonaily, involves substantial financial outlay of tax 
dollars for changes to this land = It 1s stated by the Park Service that this wil! “improve 
imterpretavon and the ability of the visitor to expenence a sense of place within the 
battlefield " When wewsd with perspective, 1 1s readily apparent that this proposal 1s un 
error for a number of rcasons 


The interpretation of the battie by visitors is far more a function of visitors 
themsehves and the presentations (be they personal, written, multimedia, or 
physical) by the park management and academic consultants than on the amovat of 
iaad encompassed by the park Adding a massive amount of land in order to create a 
few more “stops on the tour” 1s a quite childish concept, made more objectionable when 
that land acquisition is at incredible cost, both financial and in the good will of as 
neighbors If the perk management is unable provide appropnate educational services 
with its Current acreage then perhaps it 1s need of better funding or better management 
_ _ A concept mot addressed by the park service is the fact that the true 
segnificance of the Battie of Stones River is simply in the effect its owtcome had on 
the war The actual “play by play” not only is partially conjecture, but also is of minor 
relevance to anyone other than a student of mulitary tactics of Western armies of the mid- 
nineteenth century Whether a certain regiment 1s thought to have made camp. fought, or 
some other activity in a certain vicinity is enteresting, but not of the histonca! significance 
to warram the land grab proposed by “alternative one ” 

Yet another reason to avoid this plan is the mere fact that the Civil War, 
though one of the most significant aspects of American history, is also perhaps ibe 





mest humiliating period in our history ft 1s unfathomable that a nation, conceved in 
liberty and dedicated to the proposmion that all men are created equal baa to fight a 
bloody, bitterly divisive war to elimmmate slavery While we shoul’ remember this 
penod. and we should honor those who fought so bravely for what they felt was night, we 
certainly do not have the need to double the physical size of the park which serves as a 
monument to ths embarrassing time im our past Perhaps better use of these millions of 
dollars would be further effon 10 end the effects of slavery and drscrimmation 

At the current time, the Stones River National Battiefield seems to have some 
difficulty im the rostine maintenance of its land. The ficid that borders Van Cleve 
Lane and Manson Road 1s usually overgrown, as is the field that borders Van Cleve Laae 
and the Old Nashville Highway Powon ivy abounds on the sides of the main path. and 
there seems to be no plan for insect comtroi if there ss imadequate funding or 
management for maimtenance of the current park land, we cannot possibly look favorably 
on the addition of more land to be poorty kept 


If the park is to acquire this additional land, does the United States 
government pian to pay fair market value to the owners? Recent history regarding 
one owner and the tone of the park's efforts do not breed faith among these propie 
affected. We do not object to the fait purchase of land by the government for the good of 
socrety However, we are not led to beheve that the Park Service umtends enther to pay 
faxr market value for this north Rutherford County land. nor does its proyect seem to be in 
the best interest of the public Currently, this land 1s of ummense valus for the foliowing 
reasons 

(1) @ is bounded by two limaed access highways, yet ss protected from them 

regarding sound and traffic, 

(2) it os in one of the most rapidly growing areas of one of the most rapidly 

growing counties m the country. 

(3) st us essentally adjacent to the most rapidly growing retas! district m the area. 

(4) the residential value of the land has risen immensely with the plars for a new 

school. both elementary and secondary, which 1s to be built pust west of us 
land within the next few years (and 1s already needed in this location). 

(5) the land mself 1s of proven quailty, having been farmed successfully since 

before the war which we are revering, 

(6) amy fair market value, by definmon, takes into consideration the projected rate 

of appreciat.on of this land, which 1s far greater than any umvestment its 
owners could make 


Contrary to the appearance of proper treatment of the Amenican citizens who own 
thes land legally, the Park Service has taken an extremely heavy handed approach and 
also has given .he impression that st hopes to be dealing with ignorant. elderly. retwred, 
Southern farmers who can be exploited quite easily The fact that the Park 
supermendent never consulted wath these landowners (which are none of the above. 
including local businesspeople, college professors, orofessionals, workers, and others) 
while the plans for park expansion were being made over the past few years is quite 
telling Sumslarly, the virtual rape of Dr Miller's nghts as an Amencan citizen has been 
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an amazing story m American justice ft ts womic that the memory of the very war that 
abolished slavery 1s now proposed to be the cause of a moder day myustce almost as 


in cox tusion. there ss a quéte viable a!'crnatrve (“alternative three”) proposed by 
the National | zk Service which, if properly carmed out, would result in substantial 
wmprovement «" the Stones River National BattleSeid There remains a therd 
(alternative one ) which would be extremely expensive af a ime when we hope our 
government w1!! alance sts budget. and would result 1s acnmony between the park and 
its neighbors for years to come | would urge you to support aliemative three and abolish 
alternative one from any park plans, present or future if alternative one 1s to be 
implemented. then | w sid urge you to use your power and infivence ‘o see to st that the 
citizens affected are treate. fasrly om an expeditious manner 


Although # my feeling (at | am presenting an objective opmon, | must 
disclose that land belonging to my fa:her. who is now reured from his position as 8 
teacher and docs only minumal farming at a, <cventy-five. © included im some of the 
land coveted by the park 1 have no ownership of any of the iand involved Regarding 
my own personal feelings on the use of my parents’ land. seeing st as part of the park (as 
m “alternative one”) 1s @ better proposition than many of the alternatives that 
developmen can bring If there was any indication that the Park Sernce planned to buy 
thew land of a pornon thereof m a far manner that would compensate them appropnatel, 
| would not object for personal reasons However, because of the manner in which thus 
plar has been developed and presented. and because of the treatment of Dr Miller as an 
example of how the Park service and Unsted States government plan to treat as c.l.zens, | 
cannot support the Park To effectively steal my parents’ land, as seems to be the plan, 1s 
unconscionable = it 1s unfortunate that thes letter even has to be written in this country, as 
opposed to China, Iran. frag Cuba, or other countnes where thes sort of government 
activity might be thought to be more acceptable 


/ a, /{ 
Wks l/ 
Scott Corle ~ 


Cc Representative Bart Gordon 
Senator Bill Frist 
Senator Fred Thompson 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share vour deas shout the alternanves for the future management of Stones F rver Nanonai 
Batueneid We arc especially interested in your opauon of the Nanonai Park Serve: $ proposed 


Ts res Pon C ucva teva Me s bu T 7 a 
PRE SIN “aa WeSiTiOoN =T oN bi ON ™ sROPeRT, 
J, 

a 7T1ON D2 (4 FOLLOWING Rekions aS A 
Tay Pave 1 COtect To Te ot . Tede 
Serai% Sore T+ PL ROSE AC Af QU RinG PAN TIONAL 
Deo PERTU 7D Ex Pend SGQOune LT Bree MAT TH 
Docket 8 Pee S weee THON AMQUATR HR DRovibwG 

Toes Te a INTERESTING fib ENToy ate vIS'T 


LN bab Tecet 2 SeETA To REMEMBER tea i 
Roe THAT THE Pape GE WANTED TO ACQUIRE 


- Daren ACROS THDMYON) Laue Fs mone §l Awa 
¥ Pike) BEUUE Te, ores “OD Movide A WEEPING 
TA eet FtcemM THe PRES T DEE BOON ON 
“he s R& C TION TMS Ode ror Wate? Ki > et. “ac 
ABE aAN. BSN Comevee TLimM i NATED 84 THe veRu DieeNre 
oF Testison Ne IS (T BERUSTIC “TO cuberT® yisiToes 
Please send comments by Augest 12,1997, 07> Bc Ae € -- Mac, sat 
Man Ann Peckham. Supenntendent & Cv wet BATTLE FULD SI's 
Stones River Nanonal Barlefreid AMS #VING To coe 
359! Okd Nashville Bi phway At Ors & Modem GU 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37/29 S- Cane toaa’ I bew'T7 tmut rt 


a 


E ma! Addess st _edmusstranon@nps gov 


If sow art mot vet on the mauling list and wish to rece:ve future information regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 








feowt i wueb NEXT MEO) 





> Ge af, CONTINUA 
RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT CENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please sbare vour \Jeas ahout the alternatives for the future management of Srones Ruver Nanonal 


Batlefieid We are especially mierestec m vour opmuon of the Nabomai Park Service » proposed 
acuon (afermnanve |) 


ws CLINGS T, Ma, Miditoal THAT THE 
Deer SRyite— Stovrcd Mba Taw Tee Dee 


Hat mLeEAD. GSTS ANS ABANDON [ Soke 


= ‘MA OF ANU PUCTHER PROPER Tu 
4 ) 
ACe uIS'Tiow 
Tani yoo Kot THE OPPDETUNIT™U To 
4 
KrmEe My DPINIOK S MATTER 





CON GREEMAN BART «GéRIKON 
Please send comments by Augest 12, 1997, © 
Mary Ann Peckham. Superwtende 
Stones River Nanonal Battlefie id 


3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


F ma. Address str:_admunsstrahon dnp gov 


tf vou are not vet on the mauling list and wrsh to receive future information regarding thas project, 
please give your name and address 
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THE FRIENDS OF THE STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD, INC. 


PO So: 409? Morvecsbor ‘ennessee 371334082 


July 9 1997 


Gear Coal War Round Table Member 


1 am writeng to vow for the “Fnends” group concermng the enclosed ( enrra! 
Manayement Pian fox the Stores River Nabonal Battlefield {ts a comcal ume for the 
preservaton of battlefield lands that remain undeveloped end with much the same character and 
anpearance es they had m 1862 Our Cay of Murfreesboro s growing af a very raped pece and 
urban spraw! will soon take thus land 


Our “Fnends group has endorsed “ Ahernanve | of the General Management Plan as 
the best for presen. ateon and mcreased imerpetatior of the important battle that occurred here 
But we need your hetp. [he landowners, who wl! be affected have been heard from anc feel 
chat thes 3 a purely local ssue Most of ther sentment os nexatrve in nature We beleve that 
Anemative | os not past local but a preservation of 8 navona! hrstonc site, where our relatives 
fought and ded 


We need your ingu! on ths plan so that more than a few local voices will have Deen heard 
from when this plan 1s presented to Congress We would de most appreciative .f you wauid look 
the plas over. discuss d with your group, and then comment upon f using the space provided on 
the form in the back of the booklet | have enclosed an addressed envelope for your convemence 
and also a fiver about our Fnends grou> Please note that the comment form 1s due beck before 
Seprember i 2, 1997 


| thank you om advance for your mput on ths plan 


Suncere y. 

Vit, | Aue 

Mary Crag, President 

Tye Frends of Stones River 
National Battlefield 








jw Pe 6 Ge ber aes es 
re ad 
preter Yams 3> 1} <0" 
August 20, 1997 
Des: Superumenders Pectharn 


The Frends of Stones Rive Nanos Bertiethetd voud unemmmougy si ow june memberuup 
meetmg to baca Anernatre | We were very enpressed eth the Gener) Management Plan anc 
how muck wort and forwthougit we mmo the pier 


Stones Rive: Nenone) Bertieheis = s iandrnart for one of the mos aguficam beruies = the Cri 
Wa and os much of ts hernage shensid be retammed as possible Thus bertie wes one of the turmung 
posts of the was and thes cen not be visuelized a the custung part mince the Gurem part = omy 4 
merase porhon of the enmre beruiehetd aren Withoxs une lend epecfed @ ARernmine | « 5 very 
hard to ge a feel for how the bettie unfolded and how large the bettie actualy wes To fulh tel 
the gory even more of the bertiefeid ares should be preserved but most of « has already beer 
destroyed by commercakzapon |! s vial to ow art) Lounty and heruage that tus land be 
preserved and no more of ¢ destroved by bummessen shopping meila end other forms of growth 
The growth of ow cty w slowing encrosctung the part on afl udes ard needs io hated so that ee 
can heve 4 landscape thet 3 conducrve to the part expenance 


We as 0 group have attended the opes meenngs wath the pubbc and lstenad to the concerns of 
those that snended these mecungs The oppomgmos to the propossd pian s umted io « very amal 
but vocal goup The ctuzens of Murfreesboro and Rusherfort County heve shows thes suppor 
to the battlefield through our orgamzanon We heve mcreased our memberutup recenth due to 
the uncreased ewereness of whet 9 =ing on with the part Thus shows the suppor! of the pubbc 
im what we as 8 group are doing fo: |. ¢ park 


Adopton of thes plan allows for the preservanon and enhancement of ¢ national hustork ste 
where mary thounands of ow ancestors fought and deed Ths preservepan ei alice Amurt 
generapons o' Amencars to wer and borer updermand what took place here 
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[40] From: QR (chris Davis) at NP--INTERNET 9/8/97 9:24PM (12 


49 bytes: 1 In) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

cc: Senator _Frist@Frist .Senate.gov at NP--INTERNET, 
Senator_Thompson@Thompson.Senate.gov at NP--INTERNET, Bart @HR.House.gov at 
NP - - INTERNET 

Subject: Murfreesboro Battlefield 

wetter nn ree eereeereen- - Message Contents ------------r errr rrr 


Text item 1: Text Item 


Superintendent Mary Ann Peckham 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms. Peckham: 


I'm given to understand that the Stones River National Battlefield Park 
Service has a chance of expanding its boundaries to include 575 acres of 
property that includes some of the most important sites of the original 
battlefield. However, I also understand that local developers are 
attempting to acquire the same acreage to build strip malls and other 
commercial detritus that can just as easily be located somewhere else. I 
write to support your endeavors and hope that the Park Service will be 
able to carry out your plan to preserve this important historical area. 


E. E. Davis, Jr. 





DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternstrves for the future management of Stones River Nabonal 
Battlefield We are especially mterested im your opinion of the Nenonal Park Service's proposed 
acton (alternative |). 


While | think that improvements to the Park are certainly indicated, | am very 
opposed to physical expansion of the Park At this time there ts ample acreage devoted to 
the commemoration of this battle, and further land is unnecessary 1! am especially 
eqpeeieSneing penne, cm OGp enameae 

am not sure what might have precipitated the current toward expansion 
Canninly euch of tin lend han born ovate eves Go lan Gicty yous if * were so 
important, why could @ not have been bought by the Park instead of by those who have 
bought it and made it thei homes and farms? There is no reason to trample the very 
nghts over which we have gone to war m order to double an already substantial memonal 
to this battle 

“Alternative three,” which seems to provide for much needed improvements but 
not for unbridled expansion, is the most appropriate of the options presemted by the Park 


PUMSE SAME comments by August 12, 1997, to: 


E-mail Address: stri_admmustration@nps. gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and -vish to receive future information regarding this pro} 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFI GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your dens about the altemnanves for the future management of Stones Ruver Nanonal 


Baruefieid We are especially mierested m your opumon of the Nenonal Park Service's proposed 
avon (aternanwve |) 


| suppor Alternative 2 - fimsh purchasing the iand pui mto the existing boundary whch 


| understand «s close to 200-- acres Update the eusting presentation at the visitors 
center, which hasn't been updated since the 70's 


Alternative # |. my suggestion is to forget alternatrve #|_ unless you have the fundang to 
acquire the property ai the time a ts put unto the boundary | may be wrong. but | don't 
think vou have a chance to get the necessary funding to purchase 700+ acres. at & 


conser ative figure of $28,000,000. when you havent been able to fund the purchase of all 


the property put into the boundary in 89 & 9) 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckham. Supernmtendent 
Stones River Nanona! Battiefieid 
350: Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37/29 


E-mail) Address stri_admmnutranon@nps gov 


If vou are not vet on the mailing list and wish to recerve future information regarding thes project, 
please give your name and address 


we on 
Kaa Ds 














DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your xieas about the alternad ves for the future management of Stoces Rive- Nanona! 

Battiefiekd We are especulty mterested m your opmuon of the Nanonal Park Service 's proposed 

action (ahernatrve |). 

IN THE CEITICAl EQNOMIL PHASE 727 GOIERMUEN] 49S Nb 

LMIELED 70 ATTEMPT A BUDGET BALANLE TELL /0 A 

CLAS The? DAN) TREUTHLULLY SUBSTANTIQTE THE LULA EATTETION 

Ee 4, 70 CEMOVE LAND FED THE GLK] Y TIX BAS 
L106 ~ TERM 1M PLLOUCLE) MOULD SECPARDI 

FUTURE NEEDS WIN ABE WARE IMMPOETAWT TD The Wee 


SONOUWWE 10 CREATING THE 1&0 
> SFIECT Yt 
DESIAD. THE WCEASIMG HEAVY TEMES. OW THOS RAY 


WILi NEVER AQwWT - 
EMVCIUMENT.THS CHEE IMT, OF SUCH AM 


ZISUTING LU/ A “0W FERC A TMié 


7 tiicmacy AIGA EPR The OUT LAY 


4 MOUUD MTERUVATIVE 2 FCEOPOSAL 


a/ CLLR 
EVAGMENT COSTS WOULD BE Pertenece, “°7"" Alt2D 


Please send comments by Augest 12, 1997, to: 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River Nanonal Battiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37! 29 


E-mai) Address stri_administrapon@mps. gov 


If vou are not yet on the mailing list and wish to receive future information regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 


Wil - — | 7 
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wa TER” OURAN 
ee POLLS ate 


Durham Building Supply 


Office Pure 
Durham Manufacturing Co.. Inc 615-452-3201 
452.270" 244-4471 
348 Orter Avewe OC Bos 478 
Gamer, Ter nesses ) 086 


June 25, 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckharz 

National Park Service 

Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TW 37129 


Re: D18 
Dear Mary Ann Peckhar, 


Thank you for sending a copy of the GMP/DCP/EIS for Stones River 
National Battlefield. 


I hope that the National Park Service's proposal, alternative 1, 
is adopted. In this case, it seems to me the other alternatives 
fall far short of the mark. 


Suggest ion: Is it possible to place interpretive historical 
markers at key points off the expanded park land further to 
facilitate an understanding of the scope and movement of the 
battle? Certainly it is not feasible to acquire the entire 
battlefield site for the park. 


I regret that prior commitments preclude my attendance at the 
public hearings on June 25 and 26. 


Please, accept my best wishes fcr your continued good work at 
Stones River National Battlefield. 


Sincerely, 


Walter T. Durhan 
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July 7, 1997 





Mary Ann Peckham 


Supenntendent 

Stones River Nanonal Bartiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Deas Mary Ann, 


After reviewing the Draft Generai Management Plan for Stones River Sational 
Battlefield. | would ike to extend my support for alternative | This option ensures Song 
term resource protection and mmproves interpretation of the ste while working with the 
local communrty to preserve the site's sense of place 

Alternative | proposes changsng the current direction of the tour route to follow 
events on chronologycal order. whach | feel will greatly umprove - .sitor understanding of 
the battle s vanous phases [Land acquisition as propoved m this alternative would 
adequaiely protect thrs batticfieid land. as well as prowde visitor access to cnucal sreas of 
the fighting that are Jurrently mussang from the story It 1s absolutely essential that 
additonal land be added to tel! the larger story of the battle and allow visitors to 
appreciate as scope and scale 

| feel that restoration of the landscape to :ts histoncal setting «s an extremely 
crincal obyectrve for the park | commend the proposed changes for the Mct adden farm 
area’ Ina rapidly urbamzing area such as Middle Tennessee mt 1s umporiant that visitors be 
able to look out over wews and vistas representative of the farms which stood ai the ume 
of the battle The proposal to place unobtrusive rosds and parking areas with a concern 
for wews and comparabslty 1s another umportant feature of the pisnming Placing an 
interpretive wayside about the McFadden faruly cemetery would shed light on an aspect 
of the battle that :s largely absent from current imerpetation the crvchans 

Expanding the Chacago Board of Trade battery would greatly improve the visstor 
expenence at this stop of the auto tour Few tounsts have the opportunity to see « full sxx 
gun battery, complete with casssons and limbers These improvements would allow 
visilors to apprecsate the cripcal role that artillery played m thus engagement 

The only suggestions | have concern imerpretive goals that | fee! the park should 
consider in this planrung Stones River presents an excellent opportunity to mterpret 
themes currently descnbed as underrepreserted at Civil War sites according to the 1993 
Civil War Sites Advisory Committee's Report on the Nanon's Civil War Battlefields | 
recommen. incieased interpretation, ether through waysdes o; in the visitor ccnter, on 
the themes of lomstics and supply, because of the importance of the railroad to the barrie, 
of earty National Cemetery Development and battlefield commemoration, with the Haze. 





Monument and the Oso’ Wisconsin Monument im the cemetery, and the role of Afncan- 
Amencan troops in garnsomng Fortress Rosecrans Some of these issues were discussed 
wn interpretrve themes S and 6 yet the plan was not specific about how to IMprowe oF 
address the interpretation of these rssuts 

Overall the proposai adequately addresses resource protection and wnterpretive 
improvements 1 1S sensitive to the needs to balance resource protecuon wtule working 
wth the city and county Land acquismon is an essential componecat for management of 
the battlefield, before the remamng areas are developed | therefore enthusiastically 
endorse alternative | for the futur. management of Siones River Natiom=! Battlefield | 
look forward to seeng your future plans, and good luck wath your proyect 
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[13] From: *2speashade; Michac]* QS at We. -UNTERNET €/23 


/37 7.45AR (1307 bytes: 1 in) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 


Subject: Stone's River Battlefield Boundary Expansion Issue 


id 
eee ror core roerrsc----secccces Message Contents --------- rrr ttt rrr nne 


Text item 1: Text Iten 


Please accept this note as a hearty vote to SUPPORT expanding the 

boundaries!!! 
reading in the Civil War News this issue, I aw quickly reminded 

of our only visit to the battlefield Apri! ‘97. While the Griving tour 
was better than nothing, the dense woods and limited expanse certainly 
hindered our understzading of the battle I was disappointed that such 
of the battlefield is already paved under unsightly commercial zuces. It 
was hard to imagine where the river was and the approach of Bragg's 
a? 

Let's not compound the irresponsible neglect of the past with a 
conscious decision to repeat it. 


Comment: we're from Pennsylvania had a hard time finding our way to 
the battlefield/visitors center from route 231(?) 

The very courteous and helpful NPS staff at the Visitors Center 
Priday morning, 4-4-97, however, was the brightest spot of our visit!!! 








july 7, 1997 





Mazy Ann Peckham Super 6 
Stones Ruver NB 

3501 Old Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dea: Mary Ann 


Thank you for sendsng us a copy of the Draft General Management Pian for Siones River NB | 
have had a chance to rewew the plan and | have some quesbons regarding Faster: National and 
aur role at Stones Rive NB 


| see mention of Eastern Natona) being isted as a cooperstive agency 10 help develop a Lape tour 
for the tour road, but see no mennon of plans for the sales area My question 1s will the visitor 
center renovehon renuire a redesagn of the sabes area” If thew 1s a redemgn we certainty wish to be 
«volved earty m the process to provide input F ven of there are no plans to change the sales ara | 
am ceacerned aboul the potential mmpect on visstaton. and thus sales, during construchon 


| would also be mtercsted m learmng more about the umung on thus proyect | would bike io be 
sure that we heve an EN manager involved earty on om the planning process in addon. of the 
park is imerested in requesting funds from FN 10 hetp pay for the renovanons, of a revised tape 
‘our, we will need to work with you to subma fundsng requests requests If the urmng 1: close 
then perhaps we may need io posipone the development of the current tape tour” Depeting 
upon how much money we are talking about. such requests may need to be submutier a few years 
in advance of when the money 1s actually needed 


eet enter ates | look forward to heanng 
vou 


bora 
Operatins Manager 
o Pm Higney 
Part: Phummer 


Serving America's Nations! Perks end | Other Public Trests 


446 North Lose Comsbobockes Pa 19428 Vowre 16052055 FAR 696452424] Wed See betp wwe Lasers Yetionsl erg 
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>roe ee :-: NP-- INTERNET 9/12/97 2.47PM (1895 bytes: 1 Is 
STRI ."istration at NP--SR 


. 

To 

Subject: expansion of Stones Piver Mat '1 Battlefield 

Teter ee ee eeoccce -- ~----- Mesgage Contents ------------ trees -o-ee- 


Text aterm 1: Text Iter 
September 12, 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckthan 
Superintendent 

Stomes River National Battlefield 
“urtreesbDoro, [Ww 712 


Dear Superintenden: Pecchas, 


The purpose of this le-ter is to express fy views on the proposal to expand 
Stones River National Battlefield 1 a@ AGAINST OPTION 1--expanding the park 
boundaries Having grown up across the street {rom the Satt.elield and 
having visited t hundreds of times in wy life-I believe the park is large 
enoush and that your efforts should be concentrated on isproving the 
exhibits I a3 not against irproving the Battlefield, Dut em against 
expanding the boundaries for possibile arnexatiom of adjoining farnlands 


My crandfather, Tom Luanne, owns some of the adjoining Land that would be 
affected by expanding the boundaries of the cark My grardiather has lived 
in the Blackman comrurity his entire life. and our family has lived in 
Plackman ‘or nearly 200 years We shou.d have the right to do as we wish 
with our family's property. We should not be forced to sell the property to 
the park now or 20 years frow now. My grandfather has spent his ertire iife 
bettering the community of Murfreesboro he has qiver his time and land for 
many Community projects and he should not have to spend the lest yeare of his 
life fighting to keep his property It .8 very wrong 

Please consider the people and the families your decision will affect 
encourage you to spend what funds you have to improve the Battlefie.d. not to 
expard it 


Sincerely, 


Cindy Lane Fazio 





(1) From: “wILLIan & rercusos GD ec wr. -seromes 3/2/57 2 
2P* (983 bytes: 1 In) 

To. STRI Administration st SP--SER 

ct: <Bart@HR House.gov> at NP--INTERNET. <Senator_ 


at XP-- INTERNET. 


<heritace-legate net> at SP-- INTERNET 
upport for Stones River Park's plan to purchagze %0+ acres o 


Subject: §S 


Text .te™ 


ledeeieieieieieieieiieieneneie Message Contents ---- 


Ll: Text Iter 


Tho=pson@~ hos=pson 
<Serator Friste@frist .Senate gov> at EP-- INTERNET. 


Senate govw> 


I wish to add ey support for the desired purchase of the 50+ acres in 


Murfre=-sbo 


ro. which includes Confederate battle s.tes 


tT é& 


not want #y 


grandfather or great -grandfiather and their compatriots ciehonoured by 
greedy developers who wish to turn thie ares into a shopping =a!) 


yours. 


Willies 8 


Ferguson 


Sincerely 


e 
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»” October, 1997 


Superintendent Mary Awe Peckham 
Stones River Nationa! Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


Dear Superintendent Peckham; 


Enclosed you will find letters which I have placed in today’s post to 
Senators Thompson and Frist and Congressman Gordon. 


It is my sincere hope that these letters of support will help in the 
National Park Service’s acquisition of the 50+ acres of land for the 
Stone’s River Park. 


Sincerely, 


Ne on Anee,--— 
Richard M. Freeman 








27 October, 1997 


Senator Bill Frist 

28 White Bridge Road 
Suite 211 

Nashville, Tennessee 37205 


Dear Senator Frist; 
I am taking this opportunity to let you know of my support for the 
purchase of the 50+ acres of land at the Murfreesboro (Stone's River) 


National Battlefield Park by the National Park Service. 


In South Carolina I have seen more than one historically significant site 
defiled by real estate developers in order to construct another tawdry, 
insignificant strip shopping mall. 


Tennessee is a proud state, rich in history and proud of its heritage. 


Only by preserving sites where our ancestors fought can we honor their 
contributions in blood and lives to our history. 


To permit another strip mall to blemish the ground where brave 
Americans fell should not be allowed. 


Sincerely, 


Toor tree. 
Richard M. Freeman. 
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27 October, 1997 


Senator Fred Thompson 
3322 West End Avenue 
Suite 120 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


Dear Senator Thompson; 

I am taking this opportunity to let you know of my support “«) ‘be 
purchase of the 50+ acres of land at the Murfreesboro (Stone's River) 
National Battleficid Park by the National Park Service. 

In South Carolina I have seen more than one historically significant site 
defiled by real estate developers in order (> construct another tawdry, 
insignificant strip shopping mail. 


Tennessee is a proud state, rich in history and proud of its heritage. 


Only by preserving sites where our ancestors fought can we honor their 
contributions in blood and lives to our history. 


To permit another strip mall to blemish the ground where brave 
Americans fell should not be allowed. 


Sincerely, 


nV An Dnrvelr~ — 
Richard M. Freeman 








27 October, 1997 


Congressman Bart Gordon 
P.O. Box 1986 
Murfree boro, Tennessee 37129 


Dear Congressman Gordon; 

I am taking this opportunity to let you know of my support for the 
purchase of the 50+ acres of land at the Murfreesboro (Stone's River) 
National Battlefield Park by the National Park Service. 

In South Carolina I have seen more than one historically significant site 
defiled by real estate developers in order to construct another tawdry, 
insignificant strip shopping mall. 


Tennessee is a proud state, rich in history and proud of its heritage. 


Only by preserving sites where our ancestors fought can we honor their 
contributions in blood and lives to our history. 


To permit another strip mall to blemish the ground where brave 
Americans fell should not be allowed. 


Sincerely, 


QL Own Grr‘eis 


Richard M. Freeman 
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Augest 6, (997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham 
Supenmendent 

Stones River Nanonal Baticfield 
3$0! Od Nashw:lie Hwy 
Murfreesborn TN 37129 


RE Draft General Management Plan Development Concept Pilar 
F ay rommentai impact Statement 


ear ate ole A 


Thank you for sending me the draft management pian for review = [1s Certainly evident that 
much time and thought went inte developing ths excelient pian and | am very ompressed wath 
end result 


After reviewing the draft. | strongly support Aftermative | for the follow meg reasons 


In order for vesaters to fully understand the Battie of Stones River, the park must be 
enlarged to cower all the mayor achons of the battle Currently. the park does not melude 
some important and segnticant hanteground such as the area where Kosecrans right 
flenk was secpt by Harder s corp 


> Sonce the park os located mm one of the factest grow ung Counties on Tennessee, Rutherford 
County, the present opportuntty for the park to cxpand cannct be better This quite 
possibly may be the anh tume the park has the opportum:ty to expand (nce this land 1s 
developed, the barrlefieid 1s lost 


3 in onder to emprowve the wrsitor center. the park musi be expanded The visitor center ss 
not endangered hut jand is) Top priority should go to expansion. ther followed by visitor 
cenicr anprovemenis 


| am happs to see thet all the a'ternat ves address the em: ronmental consequences 
Addmonally. the enveronmenta! rssues concentrate on marmtamning an |860 sera. which | feel, 


extremely important to the hattiefield and vistors expenence 


l hape that my) comments «di he of some assestance tc you |f you should have any 
questions. please fee! free to comtact me 


Sc erets 


Dearnt Frve 
President 





Ms Mary Ann Peckham 
Stones River Nsvonai Battlefield 
350! Old Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


K Dwayne Fulks MD 


Dear Ms Peckman. 


i am wraing thes letter to express m) drspleasure woth the purposed expansion of the Battieficid | have 
followed this planned expansion for some time and fail to see the benefits thes offers ex.one [he genera! 
craeria for of the State or the Feaeral Government to clam “Eminent Domain” revolves around the clam 
of the benefit for progress or the general good of the community While the expansion may be of benefit 
the resume of a dwectoz, 1 does itl w enhance the commun) of cmprove the presentation of 8 short 
battle 


There 1s also little argument that the land in question wi!! nearer serve the purpose of Emincat Domein™ 
by being left for the expansion of the community The general growth of the community of Murfreesboro 
1$ rapidly developing mm thrs area. and to confiscate land for 2 park Uhat has served sts purpose we! with 
what « has rs a pomitiess endeavor 


| would ask to be heard on this issue 


Suncerely. . 7 ° 
o bk” 4s? 
hii? J ] 
K Dwayne Fulks, MD 
hh 


XC Ban Gordon 
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[36] From: *John L. German* QR) ac se--irernet 9/3/97 8:16pm (4 
8f bytes: 1 in) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

Subject: Stones River Battlefield 

wn tte een te renee ttt teres Message Conmtent® -----------------+-------------- 


Text item i: Text Item 

I have read that plans are made to add 50¢+ acres to the battlefield 
park. I say hooray! I hope these plans are approved - it would be nice 
to see my tax dollars used so wisely. 


John German, Indiana 
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[29] From: Pat Graham ED ac we--iremnet 9/1/37 10-39P™ (718 byt 


es 1 in) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 
cc: Bart@HR House. .gcv at NP--INTERNET,. Senator Thompson@Thompscn.Senate gov at 


—_—_— —_—_—_—_— NP--INTERNET, Senator _Frist@Friet .Senate.gov at NP-- INTERNET 
RESPONSE FORM Subject: Murfreesboro 


reeercor= Message Contents ---- ~~ ----- ern mere eee nee ---- 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT * TATEMENT Text item 3: Text item 
STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD Seer Gp. Secthen: 
I am writing you to express my suppor: for the proposed expansion of 
s Ss River National th. Murfreesboro Battlefield Park. I feel strongly that the 
en tine epee epmator of the e ten "; prese: vation of our historic sites is important, and I also feel that 
Baticficld. We are especially unerested @ your opman National Past Service's propased tourism interests would be served if expansion is accomplished. 


Thank you, 


_ alton —— Pat Graham 








E-ma! Address str_admmustrsvon@nps gov 


please gyve yous name anc address 





BEST COPY AVAILABLE 





sponpiuipuy 


17S 











WUC 


COMMENTS 








Lh a stelJ 





BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


; _ ence plated. 
Bek gu te pan tay) nn —ety 
4 on , ogeney good for ft A abe md ifled spon . sell be Lad 
phase Ug bly Yo Lf] th, he od front se the 
‘ ere eet Za A td. Td “4, 
+ ar padre ars at “pe id ti ipo LW A. had 
1D mint by ot je th flhompVhoLI4 A smelt 
Skater tes 74. . My hee a 2: . ota ole putt of aed) cond de 
re epnetS— | Sophy tidy 
"Mal Ela, Gai, an afer He. dent Di Arad cal! 
‘ Bogpleed sd J, Add ! pean x Ciba bt at bad. 5 
ODE aa wm tha tokes. We mud A A Ly docdyy het sued 


NOLLVNIGHOOD GNY NOLLYETOSNOO 


/7b 














4 


th 


COMMENTS 














Murtreesoom = 
Tes Won ay VOC A. 
To BPS Wea s_ DS 
So Vek or venct ten 
Tene Tes_Drepectu- 
~~ . ~ 
42. Comer oct =) 
ple iS Wr Tet 
\e ere oowTer—.- 
<— 
i. © Soe™ 
eS Ore. wt & Lr 
an rere Causdrobia 
ie Sam. 
Si rcerelu 
Mn A, He eer 


a 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 





~ 
= 
a 
~~ 
- 
- 
= 
> 
= 
~ 
- 


177 











COMMENTS 














COC 








AP? pA Wash lhe 


4yt Fiery | fe A heey 
(id Wkeemt Prele 


436 Lh Heshith W- 


Mast prarebers y Tao 


/ 77 
ble 


Loy 


Thine Face Coon tootret Tila — 


diner fue heh 


-— + 
Phevss role the ¢f 
CIC. lew) Cove Owte | 


BATT 


SEST COPY AVAILABLE 


OK 


7 tm 25 


flew Ay all 


ped the pr gases 
Pres 


b- 


" a = 


, ane Car @t*n +s 


fo wuat Ferg , 


1 OPN 


tr. 


w Get 


CPL ye ek, 





NOLLYVNIGUOO) UNV NOLLVLINSNOO 














c 


t0 


COMMENTS 








REALTOR® orar 





September 11, 1997 


Ms Mary Ann Peckham, Supenmendent 
Stones River Natonal Battlefield 

3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TX 37129 


Dea: Supenntendent Peckham 


On behalf ~f the S00- members of the Rutherford County Associapon of 
REALTORS® and ow Board of Directors, we are declanng our support of 
ALTERNATIVE 2 of the raft General Managemeni Plan Development Concept Plan 
for expansmon of the Stones River Nanonal Battlefield Alternstrve 2 presents the most 
reahsuc and affordable pw: to umprove and enhance the Baniefield and to present the 
hustoncal empact of ths event 


ea ra ay ap ma pkg yop 
undertying issue of pnvate property nghts. a platform whech we as rcal estate 

seu elemanty enggen The nght to use and sell lana within the legal use established 
by the local government 1s an ownershup privilege that the current system of boundary 
expansion significantly deters of compromuses All land 1s tustoncally mgnificant to our 
country. and yet to has grven way to the pnvate ownershup that has produced more quabty 
of hfe drvidends than just the “undisturbed vista” of a mgnaficamt battle 


We continue to support the enhancement and upgrading our Current park. and 
understand proper zoning can echveve the appropnate balance (0 enhance the entry rou'e 
to the Bartlefieid As federal funding is appropnated, investing im the Current wncorporated 
park boundanes will continue to draw tounst dollars to this area, and imensify the 


apprecation of this mgmfcant hustoncal area 


Respectfully 
Qa Ve eral 


Craske Harnson 
Prewderuy 





SF eyes emt te co ite + pee es 


mee 





-< 
fe ele CCT 1 ome 





September 11, 1997 


Mary Aan Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River National Batticficld 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms. Peckham: 


As Middle Tennessee grows in population, we are losing more and more significant 
natural and cultural sites. Open space and recreation arcas are in short supply for the 
expanding population. 


We support Alternative | of the Draft General Management Plan for Stones River 
National Battlefield. By most estimates, Rutherford County 1s one of the jastest growing 
counties in the nation. Alternative | will preserve open space and protect significant historic 
land. We urge you to present balanced interpretation which does not glorify war but rather 
emphasizes the important lessons learned during this period of our history. 


In sum, we believe that growth and preservation are compatble with careful planning 
as exemplified in Alternative 1. We hope that you will proceed with Alternative 1 


Sincerely, 


Congle Hot 


Angela Hawk 
for the Social Concerns Committee, 
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Nashville 
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[9] From: *Hawk; Dave QED ac ne--u0rerwet 9/16/97 9:33am (679 byte 
s: 1 in) 

To: STRI Adrinistration at NP--SER 

Subtect: Master Plan for Stones River Battlefield 

woccce--sccecces p2eoe -------- Message Contents ---- ------- rrr ttt rr ttt 


ext item 1: Text Item 


I thought tuat the master plan for saving Stones River battlefield was 
excellent The local residents should be educated about the tour:em 
revenue which such a site can generate. The recent Antietam re-enactment 
apparently attracted about 70,000 spectators If you have a mailing 
list, wy street address is: Dave Hawk, 6052 Heatherwood Drive, 
Alexandria VA 22310. Thanks. 








Sam Davis Memorial Association 
1399 Sam Davis Road 
Smyma, Tennessee 37167 
(615) 459-234) 


June 20, 1997 * Ade Cet 








Dew Ms Peckham 


Because of her busy schedule following the Civ! Was Show and her upcoming fami, ccu7on Pansy 
ashed me to read and comment on (he Graft of the General Management Plan that you sent to our site | 
was amazed at how much | learned about the Bartle of Stones River by reactng the plan As a native 
Rutherford Countian | have vissied "he battlefield mamy times. Su! | was never aware of many of the facu 
mated i» the plan 


As 8 resull of this realization. | frei Ural Ahernamve | os the mos needed The interpretation in the 
visitor's cemter and on the waysides us state and does nat give amy idea of the scope of this battie There 
should be a way to spece up the telling of the story of Stones Ruver Unat will leave propie with a sense of 
the importance af the battic and the human com invotved | also liked the idea of im luding the cost om the 
cmihans of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County This es an importa! pow! that | have not seen 
addressed at any “atvona) Sartiefield site Unat | have visnied 


Another important past of the plan outlined in Alternative | as the mee to increase the size of the current 
park area | fee! that as progress encroaches upon us that st 1s the responsitelity of both of cur sites to roid 
onto (he land that we have hecause soon we may have the only green sputs im Rutherford Courty The 
purchase of land for the bartiefield however would alec heip convey to \isitors the 1:2e of the hatti¢ 
which 16 not evident from the current mterpretation Also. the reconstruction of busidings withen the park 
would hetp show the humen factor Schoal chidren would then know that the Civil] War was fought in 
people's back yards and not pust in the woods and open fieids 


We ave current!y awarting the arrival of our own Master Plan and hape (| proves as sllumunating and 
encouragsng as the dratt you sent us 


Bray Houses 


Bethany L Hawbins 
Adm. mstratiwe Assistant 
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RESPONSE FORM > 
August 4, 1997 Via DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN = 
. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
. a _, A Z 
Pes 4 STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD > 
; ak 
oo Plex<: share your sdeas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones River Nanonal 0 
am vee Battiefield We ase especualty unterested in your opumon of the National Perk Service's proposed 2) 
Mary Ann Peckham — fathead action (ahemstive 1) g 
3501 Old Nashville Highway ' 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 a Al 4 tnchee | 0 print bt wey mot he ferelt cn. the zx 
-- —_—_— — ; 4 = 
Dear Ms. Peckham, Linsot A tak eabk he, | iw fav Fo ot j %& Puts 7 
I am strongly opposed to enlarging the Sense See National cel Aemeren ¥ Ldn, bits ane i 424% > 
Battlefield. In my opinion this is a waste of taxpayers’ Py — 
funds. I believe too many people wish to change niotesy I Y Stands | prose powell, ~ RAL oy pot, Al turedice 2 hart ke 9 
certainly resent my tax dollars going for at I consider 4 . - 
leca) sinkhole projects. C j ra i th Sina brows l4 lal anal toy hace Cu powoent pgp 
‘ate te, Arma oth ther 
i was born in Winder, Georgia and grew up in Atlanta. I pach .' Imtid po% df Lot a ¢ —~ 
have always felt that we can only improve by looking to the , , 7 vrwk, cat.’ av Reccaeel 
future and learning from our mistakes of the past. In my ptts, views, wotdgu th, AA “3° Lee 
opinion the Civil War was a tragic mistake brought on by the Tess a Hon fiat pe aoe. Hat Atwrr dive 2 ohh not he Lait to «+ 
South, therefore, why try to glorify a mistake. . 


Lei be dk gto 


a Oh, 
Y y 


/ / Jeannette Heritage, PHD 





90T 


Phase send comments by adigale 12, 1997, ts: 
Mary Ann Pockhu-n, Supenntendent 
Stones Revs Natrona) © turtivld 
3501 Oi) Nasivalle Hagtnwey 
Martreett«:», Yenneesee 37129 
E-mail Adisess sti suaunistraon@nps gov 


If vou are not ye oe t maalomg list and wish to receive future informanon regarding this project, 
please give vour name and address ; 
’ Dr. b lim Himebac ra 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL DMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your :deas about the slkernatrves for the future mar agement of Stones River Nenonsl 
Bartiefierd We are especwi') mterestec m your opuuoe of the Neponal Part Service 5 proposed 
action (alternative |) : 
fleas crete ’ Hs fecae tre / Seon ¢4-3 Laat 
wf ae derchged wed ts Avast < tate 2 «< j/ -, 
Lo? hevreves TA. laa she. td be yrrorer”’ 


hrnow 
: he a // 
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+ 3 ters 7 fs 
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ya feagret Jitet cof fhe OVOGK fs +9 
phe 4 ater fry nit sC@sge 

| snereem Ay ‘9+ es 


gor’ av a bee suceur ar 
‘a ef e 4 *t sa 
oe V7 meets aed ah oc a4 
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for Gy — 
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Please send comments by September 12, 1997, w 


Mary Ann Peckham Supenntendent 
Stones River Nate! Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennesse 37126 


E mail Address str_administretion@nps gov 


If vow are not vet on the masiung last and wish to recerve future miormation regarding the proyect, 
please grve your name and 
7. 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share you eas abou the afternatrves for the future managemen of Stomes River \ sonal 
Bamtiefeckd We are cspecs') mterested © your opmon of er Nano ai Part Service 5 proposed 
ecvon (aiternairve ) 


3 July, 1997 


i was a recent visitor to Stones Fiver Battlefield in 
June of 1997, and was very impressed with the overall part. 


I have visited many larger battlefields of the Civil wer, 
ané find Stones River bad special impact on me and my family: 
in thet, the historical heppenings were easy to visuslize and 
imagine. This was. in part, @ve to the interpretation given 
im the visitor center by the film, and the NPS personnel. 


The ¢riving tour was especially well plotted. ané wery 
enjoyable - not too long. The tour pamphlet was very helpfui. 


I am sad to see the battlefield at Stones Piver becoming 


engulfed and eroded by the modern-v::3¢ in almost every direction. 


In {ts present state, this bettlefield attempts to preserve a 
representative core segment, thus maintaining the atmosphere of 
its original 18608 appearance. 


Fvery battlefield hae its own “genius of the place”, and 
Stones fiver gave to me a spccial sense of “memorial thrust” 
that other places 414 not. 


I ae highly in favor of the National Park Ser: ice's pro- 
posed action: entitled Al TFRWATIVE 1. 
send couaments by Aegest 


. 


i ee te Hu / ° 
Stones Nanonal Betuefieid 

3501 Old Nashville Highway Lae Nba 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37! 29 

E ma Address st) admunrstraton@aps gov 


If vow are not yet on the mavling hist and wish fo receive future mformatvon regarcme this project, 
please pve your name and address 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Prease share vow eas abou “he alternatives for the future mamagemen of Stones B.rver Nanons! 
Bamieferid We are copecually terested @ «Ow opumor of the Nenonal Part Service 5 reopened 
acon (ahernatre |) 


As « Civil @ar Rownd Table member I whoicheartedly support 
Alternative |. I hawe been to the Stones River Battlefieid 
many times. I have always regretted not having access to what 
il consider the most important pert of the battie “The first 
10 howrs”. fwen that of the day before, the 2%th of December 
when the Arties were skirmishing aod @aneuvering, Alternative 
1 would help a great deal in this crucial area for historians 
and descerdants of this fight. Much of this lend is slready 
gone. We just can’t let the rest go! There are still trenches 
out there to save. 

At ovr Bound Table meetings we have discussed and regretted 
the lack of area needed to interest people in going to Stones 
River. We need more of the area to justify tourise to the area. 
In en area that is expanding so rapidly there is « need for 
more park and recreational facilities. I am going to talk to 
my congressmen and ask them to support Alternative 1. of the 
General Management Pian. 

Kogan 
Civil War Round Table 





leer 
Please send comments by AEA 12, 1997. w 


Mary Ann Pecknam Supennerndent 
Stones Ruver Namona! Batiefie id 
150) Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37! 29 


F nm! Address st) admmistrapon @nps gor 


Hf yow are not yet on the ma ung List and wish to recerve f ture informance regarding the proyect 
pierre gree your name and witres: 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas sbout the alternatives for the future management of Stones River National 
Battlefield. We are especially mterested in your opinion of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |) 


We were down fon your meeting coaceraning expanding the 
foundasies of park a few weeks ago. WwW: woudd like to support 
Afternative Plan 1. As people coming from out of state to visit 
Stones Riven Batttlefield Park, we feel it would he a gaeut 
improvement to “see* more of the actual hattle area, particularly 
fon those who have ancestors that fought there. 

Toc much of the Catifefied is alneady gone --- please, 


4ave a4 much a4 you can of what is left! 


A,— 2 





Lert 
Please send comments by gamit 12, 1997, to: 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Oid Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address: stri_administration@nps.gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wrsh to receive future information regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 
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(17) Fron: QS ache - rere 9/17/97 11:18am (8591 bytes: 
2 in) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

Subject: [Fwd: Murfreesboro Battlefield] 

wn rrr eee e terre ert sr eres Message Contents --------- occ r errr ore reererrre- 
Text item 1: Text Item 

Ms. Peckman, 


I am writing you concerning the opportunity to help save and expand the 


Murfreesboro Battlefield. I hope this letter is not too late, out I 
have beer out and only recently picked up my E-mail. 


I an a resident of Lascassas and was a resident of Murfreesboro for & 
years. The reason that we moved was because of the tremendous growth 
(some call it progress) of the town of Murfreesboro. We almost bought 
one of the farns that ig now under consideration by the battlefield, but 
rade the decision not to Duy it because there was such “growth" on all 
sides. 


I am a native of Smith county, and will probably move back there if the 
"growth" of Rutherford County continues. I am proud and appreciative 
that I call Rutherford County home now. I am sure that the thousands of 
people that have moved to Rutherford County in ihe past few years feel 
the same way. It is one thing to welcome new residents with open arms, 
and quite another to recklessly build and expand with the only 
justification being uncontrolled greed by developers and realtors 


Expansion, growth, developing, ‘progress’, etc. is not always a good 
thing. The American people have chased after these material things 60 
much and so hard in the past few years, that I think now that they are a 
little tired of this and are reverting back to things that are simpler 
and maybe more ‘spiritual’. We are Americans... and we lie Americs 
because of the DIFFERENCES in people and regions in America. 


People come to visit and live in the South because that is what it 
is... the SOUTH. When you go to Merphie, you see Graceland and you eat 
BBQ or Catfish. When you go to New York City, you visit the fmrpire 
State Building. go to a Broadway play, and have coffee and cheesecake. 
When you go to San Dieago, you tour the Zoo and eat seafood. Of course, 

1 could go on and on, but the point is 


WE DON'T NEED ANOTHER STRIP MALL IN MURFREESBORO! There are plenty 
already ... I would go sc far ae to say MORE than plenty. We need to 
preserve our past ... our heritage ... our natural and beautiful land of 
Middle Tennessee so that visitors can come and see and enjoy what we are 
sO very proud of. With my job, I entertain many quests in Murfreesboro. 
We usually try to observe the time honored tradition of hospitality and 
have them into our home for supper. And when we ask them what they want 
to do for entertainment, do you think they ask to go to the Mall? NO! 
(They only do that in Minneapolis.) They ask to see the local sights 
like the Battlefield and the remaining Antebellum homes and the local 
snops. When we dine out, they don’t ask to go to a chain restaurant, 
they want to go somewhere with Local flavor, like the Parthenon or the 
City Cafe ... and while downtown they can walk around the square and see 
one of the most BEAUTIFUL and historic Courthouses in the nation. 


I appreciate the efforts of the Park Service to preserve and expand the 
Battlefield I would have been so wonderful if years ago we could have 





kept the entire area ‘intact’. Any opportunity and possibility to 
preserve anything remaining should be tenaciously pursued. I have been 
a contributor and member of the Friends of the Battlefield, and if I can 
be of any help, please let me know. This ‘project’ means more to our 
commun.ty, our children, our future, and even our very souls than most 
people can realize ... and more than anyone can put a price on. I am 
sincerely, 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please shart your ideas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones River Nanona! 
Battiefield. We are especially mterested im your opmuion of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
acon (alternative |). 


Being a natrve of Murfreesboro and having lived here all my life I have visited the Battlefield 
numerous umes If I'm not mustaken the audio-video display 1s the same today as it was m 1965 
when | was »n gammer school The park is not mamntained m as good condrtion today as it was 
then 


The park doesn't need to expand the amount of land they have. rather they should look for a way 
to administer st efFcently The governmers seems to be going by the philosophy of “build it 
theyll come” but that 1s only true mw: mowes This 1s the taxpayers money the Government 1s 
spending and everyone should be aware of the citizens who have to work support the Federal 
Government's folly 


1 support alternative 2. 


foley 


Oway 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckham, S. 

Stones River Nathonai Battlefield 
3$01 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address st_acdmunistranon ns gov 


If you are not yet on the majling list and wish to receive foture information regarcu:g this proyect, 
please give your name and address 
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f* a Del Horton a G Pas 
= ==" Middle Tennessee Chairman ; ie wa 
$33 Tennesse2 Wars Commission ~— 
; - Advisory Board ~r37 J 
August <c 1a7 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckham 
Superintendent 

Stones River Nauonal Batticfield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesbore, Tennessee 37129 


Dear Ms. Peckham 


After remewing the Oraft General Management Pian / Deveiopment Concept Plan / 
Environmental impact Statement for Stones River National Battiefeid, and personally 
observing those properties in question, | would like to offer my thoughts and 


recommendations on the subject 


in may opinion, Alternative Number One as outlined ir the above plan should be 
considered as the primary course of action for the expansion and preservauon of the 
batueficid. Every effort MUST be mide to obtain, protect and preserve those 
battlefield properties which are presently situated outside the authorized 
boundanes of the Nationa! Battlefield 


In Murfreesboro, one need look no farther than nearby Thompson Lane to view the 
res.dential and industrial encroachment which threatens to encircle the exi: ung 
battlefield property. The developrnent of these surrounding properties wou.d be a 
devastating loss to Murfreesboro, the State of Tennessee and the American people 
as a Nation. It is difficult to imagine the magnitude of the battle fought on these 
grounds while standing 'n a parking lo: or looking over an industnal complex 


America 1s losing her historical landscapes at an alarming rate. The most recent 
“loca!” tragedy was the loss of the antebellum “Whitehouse” at the entrance to the 
Nashboro Village residential complex. The historic structure is being removed from 
the property following the cutting and bulldozing of dozens of statuesque trees, 
many of which had stood for 150 years or more. All of this devastation to a historic 
site in order to build another supermarket to compete with the supermarket across 
the street and the one less than a quarter mile up the street. Does this make 
sense? 





4728 Bt» gagate Roed + Antoch Tennessee 370°) 2853 + 61S 366-0964 © 615-271-G370 page: « 515-880-279" tax 





‘ *- We 4 
The same c-stny aw2's the properties upon which the Battle of Stones River ragec 
unless a concerted effort, lixe Alternative Number One. is put into action to protect 
and reserve the landscape 


As the Chairman of the Middie Tennessee Division of the Tennessee Wars 
Commussion Advisory Committee, | most heartily concur with the National Park 
Service's assessment that all efforts should be made to expana and preserve the 
boundaries of Stones River Nationa! Battlefield, at whaiever cost. Uniess this acuon 
is taken, future generations will be depnved of the unique opportunity to walk these 
hallowed grounds and experience the history of this Nation 


I wish you much success in this endeavor and offer whatever assistancethe 


situation may deem necessary 


E. Del Horton 
Chairman, Middie Tennessee Division 
Tennessee Wars Commission Advisory Comm: ice 





47278 Bangsgete Road + Antoch 'ewessee 27073-2853 + 615-366-0944 « 615-271 9370 pager + 615-880-2291 fax 
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Superinterdent Mary Ancm Peckhas 
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Yurfreesbor- ™ 37129 
Dear Ms. Pec<chaz 
sncerstard from the te ! received from a co. .eagque, that qucte . 
There a3 arise: " Mirtreesboro, Tennessee. a iarge dispute The Park Service 
hac 
a chance {fair 2133! 3) at expanding it's boundarics tc include another 
+ acres Thas property tnc.cdes sove of the sost important sites of the 
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“Se. Ware fen Pectber, toperctiatenderte 
Stones *iver Sectael Berrlefield 
390! O12 Seertetlilie fev. 
“erfceesbore, TY 37129 


Dear Scperiatentent 


Ae temediate cest srestdent of The Friends of Steonee Ftiver 
Satiene! Sercliefiel4, I would tthe to «treraliv «rge tre 
adootion of Aiternativwe i of rhe Sraft Ceneral *enegewenc 
Pier. 


Ae @ life-leone cit*zen of Yurfreesbore, ' fee! we *ave «a 
tre@serdous reecurce right ta over owe bectyeré, vet 
regtettativ, ore thet bes somettioese beer cCaten for grantee 
and sever seer giver t%e corectentious epprectector it 
édeserven. Tee Settlefield te reqeente4t, wery difficate te 
tnteroret, end faeile shert ir compertece to Shtish or 
Sect vebore. Se euch of core Settlefie!+ tent tee beer ios 
chec it t@ teposetbie for @« etetter te faltig cvapretend the 
searitade of 83,900 troepe within the eresernt part bourderv. 
Rutherforé County te ome of the fastest dewelonteg sreas of 


Soc the etete and the setior. Sar popetetion tes dootlie4 
since [9°% ard eetieaces are that tc will double seaatan by the 
veer 2929. Ser bertlege reecerces are « wftal scart of whet 


setee chie coerte « ereaet plece to litwe, wort, an4t wleaew.- 
Teese reecarces geet Se preserved for future generations tf 
we are to eetrtain the tdeatity ead cherecter of our 
co@eeuntts. 


Ae t*e deeceadart of a Confederate ealdier, ° feel the 
aed4tictore lands would present an opeorterti«tg for better 
istereretetion free the Seuethere perevective, sroviding 
wiettore the chenre to eore fulle aenderetand the dtecontent 
of @rega’s troops before and after the battle. Tc voul? ewen 
Sele to eet the «etege for che Tuellehoee Cao@raeten. Fart*er, 
{t would erowtde @ better viewpotiat of what Parrened to the 
town ond the tresendowe tepect the Battie of Stones Fiver had 


spon the citivcene of Surfreeseboro for sany veare to coe. 





<< 


as eecretaery of the Batherferd Cocety Tourtee Ceunctil, I ‘eel 
thre eddiciense!l rewernee which coal4 reeait froe wisittore 
heving the oppertontity for ee evtended tocar of Stones River 
Settone! Sectieftel4 would greetiy benefit the cosecntty. I! 
feel chet not only weeld sew viettore be attrected to the 
betrtilefield, bet previous ones, soth seer ond far, would went 
to reters for s betcer end aerre seentiagful intersretation of 
the Beccle of Stowmee Fiwer. 


I co@eeend vou, your seteff, end the Pleentag Teee for your 


efforts. I etecereliv bese chie sepportertity cen be attlizged 
to the fulleec poesthle extent. 


Stecereiyv, 


. a 
be « a ‘ » 
ji.» 8 .. Cro >" 
—— ~ 
— ~ 
Shirley ParrlenSones —_ > 
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Ms Mary Ars Peckham 


Supen nseadent 

Stones Ruver National Battlefield 
380! Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Bruce R. Kappel 


Augusi 6, 1997 
Dear Ms Peckham, 


Tash yoo for the opportunsty to comment on the proposed plan for tke Stomes Ruver Navona! betticficid 
Except for the possubie land acqu:sition costs. the pian was we!! done One rssuc have arose (caty parting 
lot congestion near McFadden Ford / Greenway entrance) will need to be reconssdered 


| have a deep appreciation for the bsttiefield and the hestoncal sgmificance of Mrefreesboro | understand 
the scape of the battle, its sagrificance and know of the development on the battiefielé areas | tel! mry 
sons when we arc in the battlefield area (even at Sams Club) and what happened in the areas as we drive 
around town We visited the natuonal cemetery on Memonal Day | love hustory. and would love to see 
the park bouncanes expanded 


Whule | support what proposal | wants to do (there may be some smaller :ssues). | object with the process 
for acquinng the land 


It was apparent from the mectung at the batiefield. few people anderstood the process for acquinng land 
This should have been made clear at the beginsung Although ! am onacquaimed with how governments 
obtain land, dus 1s what | heard at the meeung 

if NPS would like to obtain land un the future. a boll must be passed Uhrough Congress 
requesting expansion of the Park boundanes 

The Park boundanes may include land under NPS stewardship of under private ownerstup 
NPS may only procure private land whea included inside the park boundary 

NPS may not choose to procure private land :nsde the park boundary 

Private owners may sell the land to others within the Park boundary 

Pry aie owners may make improvements to thew land 

NPS has an arsenal of apuons open to them for land procurerecat including ‘cmunent 
domain’. overnding national interest and condemnation (NPS states these are last dutch 
efforts) 

NPS bads are dependent upon apprarsals at (he ume of acquisnion interest. Apprarsals are 
dependent! upon Intenor Dept (or samular agency) appraisal services Other local appraisal 
services May de 


4 Owe wn — 


Onur country 1s anique since the Federal Government 1s managed through the consent of the cuzens 
Private property ard property nghts 1s considered as umportamt (or more important) than Federai 
Government wants Our forcfathers left countnes where land ownershup was under governmeni of 
aristocracy control Seizure should only ocowr under the most dire circumstances (such as war) 
Expanding the governmental boundary (while currently lawful) 1s one weapon in Une Federal arsenal for 
pressanng prrvaic crizens to surrender thei lard | belveve the procedure was deveioped so Congress 
could control mores. bul the uuntended consequence 15 that 1 unfnages upon private landowners pursuil 
of thew enterests. sence the boundary expansions makes the land undesirable to other private citizens for 
purchase [he imenor Department should compete im the same martetplace as the private cauzens and 
comparucs The recer! (and shameless) reclassification of land in Utah 1* an example of a government 
nol serving with the consent of ihe affected ciuzens | am dead set aganst acquimng land under the 








present process Although NPS may heve the best intemuons at Stones Rive: National Batticficid the 
process ss ihreaiemng 


NPS (and Intenor Dept ) procedures should be changed 
1 The tngger should sot be the park boundanes. bet whether the NPS has 2 long rang: pian for land 


aqquisiLon 

2 Mouses should be allocated for land acqmsiton with NPS deicrmumiag whx ) projects are most 
important Financial accountabsirty can be audited as present, ensuring accwation funds are 
aliocated for thai purpose The fiscal cycle may aced to be longer to ensure projects cau de completed 

3 NPS should compete in the marketplace equally with prrvate concerns im try ag the soquire Land 

Park boundanes are adyusted only aftcr or concurrent with land acquistuo Plan implementation and 

momes 0 recoasiruct aad mantasn the land can then be inked with the boundary expansion 

NPS should be represemtec to beip stop land from being destroyed (examples inclode quarnes and land 

fills) 


~ 


a 


If changyng the land acquission process requires an act of Congress. then so be st | bebeve NPS needs 
the flexabulity to compete un the marketplace, and become a neighbor rather than 2 Uweat 


boat hil 


Bruce R. Kappel 


If you have further quesuors, please advise 
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property, whach has historic Significance ir 
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Prof of Music 
Richland Colledge 


Callas, Tx 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Piease share you ideas about the afternatrves for the furure management of Stones Ruver \ anonal 
Baetticfiekd We are especially mterested m your opmuon of the Nabona! Park Service's proposed 


action (alternative |) 


ear Superintercent: 


I visiteé@ the Stones fiver site 


route to Chicaso after sperdira at! 


at Chickamacaa WMP ar 


Chattanooga sites (fir 


ané 20* Out yntain 


most of that 


c 


on Labor Day, while en 
€ the previous Saturday 


cday afternoon at the 


ding “nob Hill. Missiorary fice 


“My trip to 


back in April following 3a second sv 


shiltch's remoteness. 


imtactrecs, cn .2pied w 


ratural heauty 
ieh the fielc 


frierde end 1 


pacing” out the length of the Peac 
the "c10n artillery positiors rear 

heavy dowr pour 
went to Chickamauga, then. © 


crs, 


cr 


> 


ch 


ar 


experience moce of *he Civil War, det 


Howrver. 


evually >read as Sh:loh. ecually a 
Fitts with chotocgrerhable 2° as 
4.7. with the sun just up ane 2 hea 


rterpet n Civil ¥ r cited Vy «fer 
ar snned ar@ on™ lasted ar . iT 
cterr a anc soa I1s?*o¢ e erter 
"rear inraf acce f *he Rattle or 
tter fF lace c e Vow ¥ 1@ 


experierces *o 


Please send comments by September 12, 1997, to 


Mary Anr Peckham Supenntendent 
Stones Ruver Natonal Bettiefield 
3501 Old Nashvilit Heghway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address stn_sdmunsstranon@ings gov 


f you are not yet on the mashing lust and wish to recerve future mformation rezarding this Sroject, 


pease grve your name and address 














Mun 


(\ckapaun2 wast clanrer 
trip to Shiloh 
avd bicstercica 
- - 
rristire condition *a 

will never forae* 
rcber4. ner eratica 


*ine to *earr ore 


wi<* w34* rernrsa” © 
1° nh* ey rereoa4 
st c* nec 9° or . e 
« ra the aver 
*i4 eet realize t* 
1 Tf reat Carrer . 
-. mature oer 


Kuoec Kl eu. 





Prniny your fanasement pian. Py 411 means eriarce 
tte pa “re value cf the errerierce is areat!ly effecter 
by the extent of the croun?s As a *ax payer realize 
finest are ae ad ah ihe het the ect ahi ictwerrt -f the Steerer 
> er ite ace «(tr ficartty lera@e erouc’ to rerer>er the 
batele © an aif wit? aricus *ere’its "he eryci?inea mere 

= ** ‘ , rae happes the ‘ane ‘<< a ajja> c arr wt if 
rep?) ncreece the aiue of tre ar 
cr - 
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ANDER SII UNIVERSITY 


September 11, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham, Supcrmicnds nt 
Stones Rever Natonal Barticficid 
3501 Old Nashwilic Highway 
Murfrecshora, TN 37129 


Dear Ms. Pocktham 


I am writing to woice my support for Altcrnat~ve | of the Draft General Management 
Plan for Stoncs Rewcr Naheonal Batticficid. Thes alternatwe will allow for protection and 
preservauon of rapidly cvap rating open spacc in Rutherford County. Moreover, my rcading 
of Alicrnatwe | icads me to hcheve that ths plan will also provide the residents of 
Rutherford County and vesrtors from all ower the worid a beter sem« of what took place 
here so many years ago Indeed. the significance of the battle at Stoncs Rover cannot fully be 
understood wathen the current structure of the Park. 1) my opmon, Alternatwe | represents 
a balanced and thorough plan to semprovc the wmtcrpretation of the cvents that took place at 
Stones River 


The currcat growth of Ruthertord County s astounding Unfortunately, much of the 
expansion appears to he occurmmg earth lttle comsuderation of prescrving open spaces and 
husionc lands. Alternate | «& umely mm the clmate of growth and development, ‘here may 
never be anther opportunity to protect thes preoous land | urge you to proceed with 
Alternateve | 


Sincere'y. 


i} AA (Cc, 
Ann M Kring. PA.D 
Assistant Profcssor of Psychology 


Lili fro at NP--INTERNET 9/12/37 7:28P 246 bytes: 1 
c TAI Adwrinistrat:io- at NP- SER 
ibe Pwd. Expansion of Stones fiver Eattiet.el 
- - eee tt eeree Message Conterts corer eer-- ieietietieeiatien 
Temt i°enm 1 Text Iter 


Porwarced messace 


sub Expansion of Stores River Battlefield 
bate 97 09-12 14:13:18 EDT 
Proe GailPL 
T Stri_ administra: ion@npe.cove 
Mr. & Mra. Thomas “Lane, Jr 
oat i2Z, 199 


“Ms. Mary Ann Peckha™, Super. ntendcgent 

tones fiver Nationa. Battletield 

3501 Cla Nashville Highway 

Murfreesboro, Termnessee 37129 

Jear Ms. Peckhanm 

or record as opposing expansion of park boundaries as 


Pt to be convinced that the Park needs *o be expanded 


Thomas *. Lane, Jr 
Sai. Pyl«xas Larne 


Kachryn Doris Lane 








t 
Tmat.ve . in the Park Service's dreft general maragement 
c 


Furthermore we find the methods used by the Park Service to acquire land 
aDsolute.y unconscionable and are firsly convinced that these methods sust 
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1/97 12-SSAM (1259 bytes: : Ix 
3 STRI Adwinistratior at N?P--SER 
Subject: Additional land at Stones Fiver 
crerccces ------- Message Conients 


Ms Peckhan 
I rece:ved an #-“ail from Comwnander Turner, Commander. Tennessee Division SCV 
about the possibi.ity of acquiring $o- acres on the battiefiel< Go for it 


We don't need any Bore strip malls in Texas or Te>nessee. Com -ercialie= is 
takirg over and = don't care for it These greedy developers are what they 
are--greedy developers They con't care about the history of the state 
and how thousands of people can come to your fine state and Learn about 


what happened at Murfreesboro They want to build “strip ta..s.* 

What a wonderful thing to tell your children that their G Grandfather 

was «i..ed defending the South right over there under the “Golden Arches” 
or the parking lct of the “Whataburger.* There sre enough of these places 


in other areas and don't need to be built out by a fanous batt Leground 
sod Bless You, 
Carl Leheberg 


ormander, Texas Division 


ons of Confederate Veterans 


~ 
‘ 
> 





16] Proe- “Gary 2. ‘eopolc Ga @~ SP - - iS TeeweT 6/31/97 6 157" 
43 bytes: 1 in 
To. STR! Administration at NP--SER 
Subject Preservation of Stones River Battlef:elc 
w----- ---+-- Megsage Contectes ~++-- ween ee ener ee- 


Dear Superantendart Peckhan, 


Best wishes in your efforts to acquire additional acreage to the Stones 
River National Battletie.d Park 

As wodern growth continves, it i8 important to preserve those sites sc 
critical to our heritage - otherwise, we lose our ow identity in the 


process 


Cary ®. ‘teopold 
MAS (ret), US Army 
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September = 199 


Mary Ann Fec<«ran, Superintendert 
Stones Raver National Battlefield 
3501 Cid KNasnville Hichway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessec 371795 


Dear Ms. Peckhan 
The Battic cf Stomes River was 45 important battle fought 


between the Army of the Ternmensee, anc the later named Arny of the 
Cumberland, during tne Americen Civil War. This battle produced 


some of the hicherst casualty rates of the war t 38 interesting 
that both arry commarders had the same battle plan. Other than at 
the battle of Sh:lch ‘here was so other cresater tassing of 


atiiliery, than there was here 


it 18 @ National shame, that no more than 17% of the criginal 
Stones R.ver Battlefield is under the National Battieticid’s 
boundary. *uthertord County is rapidity expanding. The developmert 
of land within the origanmal battlefic.d is at a rapid pace. If 
something is not done soon, 4s national treasure may be lost 


‘orever 


We as a people of the United States Save a duty to protect our 
nat.onsl heritage and the sacrec ground on which theese two armies 
eo desperately fought and died or Por this reason, and many 
others, I am extretely in favor of the National Par« Service 
proposed action, alternative 1. Not only would this increase 
*ourtst dollare for @utherford County, Dut it would save what is 





left of the original battiefie.d for our future generations 
S.ngerely Yours 
A 
Ld7, 


Xeonmeth .. Lewis 


P.S. Please add ve to your failing list 








yong vupuly 
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June 28, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham, Admuusirator 
Stones River National Bawefield 
3801 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


| am John M. Long and I live at 2676 Manson Pike, which is on the middie of the 
battleficid but outside the currcat and proposed houndanes of the Stones River Navona! 
Batwefield 


1 have read the draft plan for the expansion of the Natswonal Park land in order to enhance 
the ability of the park to describe what happened during the battle. It us a very good plan 
I support and sincerely hope a will be implemented. In addition to enhancing the 
expenence of park vistors it has potential for a tremendous positive longicrm economic 
impact on Murfreesboro and Rutherford county It can be and should te a natwnal 
histoncal weasure 


Unfortunately, the process used by the Park Service and Federal government ss far to 
cumbersome and lengthy to accommodate the current polucal and econome reales m 
Murfreeshoro and Rutherford County Since you announced your mtentwns about three 
years ago, the value of the land you wish to acquire south of Manson Pike has increased 
several umes and its value probably has not yet peaked Alt the raic you are moving, the 
land coukd casily be developed or pnced higher than you are willing Ww pay by the ume you 
are ready to aoguire il 


If you are semous ahoul acquiring this land, and i certainly hope you are, you need to 
quickly find the money and negotate in good fath to purchase this propeny 


Obviousty. the Federal government aself cannot do this However. since this is another 
National treasure about to be forever lost. some national charitable trust needs to come 
forward to help owt. | am confidem that you will have no problem getting Congre:. to 
allow you to accept the land thus purchased 


As | listened to the land owners and developers at the public heanng | concluded thai they 
are willing to scll. Their concerns and (1) thal you will te up thew land for many years 
and (2) that the government will not pay them a far price These are legrumatie Concems 


Best Regards. 
CP a Ndoen 
& fk UA 


Jobn M. Long, EdD 





DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Pease share your wens about the alternatrves for the future management of Stones River Nationa! 


Batuefieid We are especialy mteresed wn your opunioe of the National Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |). 


Mu fuewde awd I ane cumin tly fouving Biko in 
J 9 | 
Ae Crawl Law iJtramawn Thukse and wear. BeAr TF 


ak et aval ta Wye d He porte war y ren bee 


Arta crvened ay He [ratte rely, Stowe hirw o 
wet given be [rewrote diner urvparud 
pew battles - gre its Huang, Cafidirnte vider 
cquitl bare bad fat - tachang congue, In Heir 
ann = think hab ik in wapohark 8 (Ahoprate 
athinovel land nba the [an to +Uarnate he 


Cmpealinate Ut word reverent earky or the 
fir Jay 4 He falhe 


Please send comments by September 12, 1997, to 


350] Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mau! Address stn_adm mistration@.nps gov 


Hf you are not yet on the mailing list and w-sh to receive future formation regarding this proyect, 
please give your name and address. . = 
a ON ATH 
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t Ode Ma on 


Stones Kever Natanal Han lefe'd 
350) O8id Nasbwrlte Hey 
Murfreestera, TN 87219 


Dem Ms Peckham 


| would bike to take thes opportunsty to voce my sapport for the Stones River Natoma Ratticficld 
heundary cxpamuon prapesa! cuthmed as Aliernative | m the Draft General Management Pian 
Develapment Concept Plan. dated Apr)! 1997 Pursuant to the need te give visitors a Detter understandm, 
of the Damie a! Sones River and to protect hr@oricelly mgneficant acreage fram commercia! develapment. 
Alternatrve | ws the anly wable opnan 


As a small cheld | traveled Ghrough Murfreesboro on a regular bers im rowle to Nashville to recewe 
medeca! treatment Beng for = rus! ares mm South fast Tennessee. | was very mmpresesd with 
Murtreesboro due to three reason The college. the raad side park an state highway 41 and the barticficid 
Thongs have certamnty changed wnce those childhood deys Middle Tennessee Suste « now 8 major 
umiversay, the rasdside perk became 3 victem to the 1-840 propect and the ares surrounding the Stanes 
River Natoma! Rarlefieid 1 being threatened by Rutherford ( ounty's phenomena! growth 


| now lwe pear Viurfreeshoro. and my home 1s lacated only two mics from the hettieficld. Thes tame last 
year my deughier end | waiched cows grazing m the pasture adgacent to our hame That pasture has been 
developed into a subdiviswon filled with houses. and we now gave upon our neighbors back yard | fesr 
the same fete fur the Stones Ki ver Nationa! Hatt lefieid 


| cam commisersic with the concerns cupressed by the land owners that would be affected by the 
Aliernatrve | propasa! because | have experrevced farnety property bemg consumed by a Tennessee Valley 
Authority progect Gut. | feel a parce! of land becomes a “rational weasure™ if an event significant m the 
develapmeni of ow country and our “national personality” occurred on that land The histarxa'ly 
sgmficant acreage curreatly not wahm the boundary of the Stones River National Baetticficid ss 2 
“nateana) treasure”. and ow country will suffer a significant loss if it 1s nat protected fram the sure fase of 
commerciu! develapment 


Please fee! free to cal! me at hame (890-9420) oF at work (287-1393) of there 1s anything ! can do to help 
cammun cate the mportance of Alternative | 


ce Rep Hart Gordon 





(20] ¥ror a :- NP-- INTERNET 8/31/97 9:21PM (762 bytes: 1 In) 
To: STRI Administrat:or at ?--SER 
Cc 


Bart@br house gov at NP--INTERNET, Senator Thompson8t nompsorn.senate.gov at 
NP.-INTERNET, Senator _Frist@frist senate gov at NP-- INTERNET 
Subject: Stones River National Battlefield 


Dear Ms. Pec«ham, 


I would like to voice ry support of the Park Service's plan to expand and 
save th SC acres of battleground in the path of developnent in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. To lose this part of history would be a sad thing indeed. 


Steve Mannin 
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RESPONSE FORM eee mute er ert te me Grr = esl 
DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 


ENVIRONMENTAL DMPACT STATEMENT INTERSTATE REPORTS 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share vou dems about the alternatrves for the future management of Stooes Ruver Nenonal 
Battieficid We are especusily currested m your opsmon of the Nanomal Part Service s proposed 
acdon (aiternstrve i). 


NOLLYVNIGUOO)D GNV NOLLVIETASNOO 


- Str 3° 
wery Asaf ee be 
ce ri 8B : ol. Mibat rev Pere 
: . 33 s_*wieie Biyloa) 
Il have read with interest the ambitious pians tor 5 x . . 
physica €4pa™sicr of the Stone River National 
Battiefieic. ®h.ile improvements to the current park are 
Guite necessery, 1 find the idea of massive acquiring of Scar Ms Pecetiaw 
acreage tc be in error. The possibility that tax money . eu ee hie?! - ete Barth . 
= A nmetave 33 S.ITi sce awe elievet - 2. 
covld pe spent on this acguisation at a2 time when the “tes . - 2 fy S3hALae te Shade Ju. tecbos 
mation is a*tempt.ng to achieve a baiancec budget Ss not mare seo more iace Thijom-Is teoth Lattices the acm were 
acceptab.e. When cur Paras, cwilitary, and social prograzs © cimalet sic. and sullesed simttar cstualtas<e. Ft var- 
are suffering fer financial support, I think that fuadcs tu.» #: ae | veri l bY Confederate surprise acta : 
- - ’ 2 . ‘ ¢ 1 =* . 
would be much better spent in other areas. Even worse than — River tue B ' ATiy (a. wesesr f% 
> ¢ ‘ 2 " ° °; @ wehat their ar - ; ‘1 
the spending cf tax gmoney would be the confiscation of —_ ‘ en eo a3 os sv: recebtes int } 
Private land wathout proper compensation for the owners for fat at % valle 


their land and for their displacement. 

@hiie commemorating our history 1S important, the 
current park is more than a sufficient memorial to this 
Particular time in our history. Let us obtain the federal 
money for improving our Park, but increaSing its size i 
not the answer. 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, wo: SLMS Mh 


2 SS ee@uerey 






Mary Aan Peckham, Supennsender’ 
Stones River Nanona! Bettiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 371729 


E-mai Address. stn_admmstranon@np: gov 


If you are not yet on the mussling inst and wish to recerve future informanon regardmg thes proyect, 
please grve yous name and address. 
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STRI Adwrinistration at NP--SER 

Senator_ThompscneThorpson.Senate.gov at NP-- INTERNET 

abject: Battle of Murfreesboro land acquisition 

--- Message Contents ------ ----rr ttt rrr rrr 


13 
bytes: 1 lin) 


Text iter 1: Text Item 
Dear Supt. Pechhan: 


As Commander General of the Military Order of Stars and Bars, who are 
Gescendants of the Confederate Officer Corps and Confederate Cabinet, I 
encourage you to continue in your struggle to acquire the adjacent park land 
for future presevation purposes. We rust secure property that is historical 
amportant in the anterpretation of our history during the War Between The 
States 


If we de not obtain such tracts, such as this 50 acres now, it wil. be 
forever lost. Too many gallant men cave their lives to the Causes for which 
they fought and beiieved in 

I urge you to continue to purchase this precious land 


Than«si 


J. Troy Massey 
Commander General, Military Orde of Stars and Bare 


Fron: QS (troy Massey) at NP--INTERNET 9/1/97 12:47PM (10 





DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEPIE! D 


Pisese share vou ideas about the alternatives for the firure management of Swaes Rver “aponal 
Bamiefex We are especulty micremed = your opmuorn of the Nanonai Park Service's proposed 
achon (alternate |) 


While | support most of the Park's objectrves, | strongly object to the use of any 
private land for Park purposes | do not thenk that thes ss an appropnate use for federal 
tax money, and | object even stronger to the federal use of private land without proper 
compensation | also do not think that this 1s a proyect of such overwh.:.ning benefit that 
public condemnation of the land 1s m order The current land with: the park 1 more 
than adequate for commemoration and study of the battle Making some improvements 
as described inder alternatrve three in the “general managemem pian” would be helpful. 
and | would support this | also would object if our park were to fal! victim to federal 
budget shortages and be marked for closure 

Hopefully common sense both fiscally and regarding caizens rights will preva! 


Pub SST RAT by" pal Te FOF 
Mary Ano Peckham, Supernnendent 
Stowes Ruver Nanonal Battlefield Mo. 


3501 Old Nastrville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37,29 


Eau! Address str_admicustrahonamps gov 


If vou ape not yet on the mating inst and w up w recerve future mformanos regurding thus project, 
please grve your name apd address 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL DMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Pleat. <berc your eas acu the afternatrves for te future masagemest —/ Stones Ruver Nenoua! 
Cartieferd We are cspeciaily meres 2 your opa@uon of the Neponal Part Service's proposed 
ton Sef we 1} 


Having seen some of the publcity about plans for expansion of rhe Stones Ruver 
Battlefield, | must write to say that while | thonk that the battlefield s a worthwhile 
faciisty_ | am very much opposed to any physical expansion of the park To ne up more 
land un that park would serve istic to 20 practical purpose. and camwt be considered to be 
in the best mterest of the people of this county Further, | am staunchly opposed to the 
confiscation of land, especially without the obligation of the Park Service to pay faw 
market value to the owners Cenainly my cwn house could be the next victim 
Similarly, | am just as staunchly opposed to using my (1x money to pay for this, as ths 
land seers to be quite valuab'e in todey s market 

Consequently, | favor what | understand 1s you alternative three, which does not 
expand the boundanes, but does provide for some umprovements to the park 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, tm: 


E-ma) Address stn_edmmustranom’ gnps gov 


If you art not yet on the mauling lust am! wisb to recerve future informahor regarding this project, 
please grve vow name anc address 




















(23) From: "Mr. Zion 3ible Institute and Seminary QD a 


NP -INTERNET 9/1/97 11:39AM (666 bytes: 1 In) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 
Subject: Stones Kiver Nat’! Battlefield 


Tee cer ror or ere rer ower orocooooce Message Contents ---- --------------------------- 


Dear Mr. Peckman: 

Please let me express my support for the preservetion of our national 
heritage at Stones River National Battlefield. It would be a crime 
against our forefathers and against our posterity to scavenge a part of 
vur history for the short term profit of a few. 

Please, let us preserve our heritace. 


Sincerely, 


Kevin McClintock 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please shart vour eas show the ahernanves for the fun re management of Stones River \anonal 


Bemefied We we especially umerested & your opmon # te Nenonal Part Service's proposed 
chon (ahernsee |) 





The 6 erm son Bat a. ee anc | ee erangh sppomed w te . pene of de Seas Rew Newousl 
ettbetec id oe cathe oe tee Abloreatnc ( me 


| bees oem voted for five yoars aad oc Sought our presest bore of 2/19 Vanes [de shout Meo wears age 
Bc ec eka oreed © Grcmen perclar): kawe ag the eo cee would bk beddes © me eur of & de ww 
prwne of he Settle be proper) = kcated w the commwuns) kaown & Haerdeag Place and ¢ woud appee Get 
vow haw plans to yews te meee os elle 2 eembe of are eo ae (ee mets be te dh ee me ke 
{rex pr ke aed ponetbe Of mal oo bone amd primp &o eoukl \pereeme Gade Be awhile of Ge beticfiatd 
whee be uox Conn eo el oe pie om amc oe Yo bk ord « ioe of mgt Od cos eee pre) 
wee. cum ux Doser) 66 thn Milt properth Wo hee. om eeterest amd a dese te find 
omele @ bk wuddk fs ert cal od kk a Os Ve ere @ be bore = bee be aoe 


ne ~etesen Pas 





You acres! o poarveng 8 pave of Cod War beter, o emumendabic | ervad )) wars as ae oflner « Ge 
SS Arm aad > patendtea @ et wo be belttked $Newnalh +e eoumn te be 8 latte le poe ple te coped | he 
sbowkd “ewe curved ) at) wears apo whew ere wes co fH lardeng le. aed you woukd bey off @e lend ~oe wamad 
Nem you Gham came do eb bet pou bere and expand sow lmeted code @ unpre mg (be ima) sow Bere As vow 
Gate & your & ter there « aheave ark te do Please do Gat and leave the roe of vow ighbor @ peace 


lo Lowe there an) Goutt =< apport Ahersstve Three to make (om anpr om emmemt orth om Lara 


a 
PCARR MeCLING OS 
Please send comments by Augest 12, 1997. wo : 
Stones Piver Natronal Battiefield PROROTIEY L PRCT 1 Bee, 4 


350! Old Nashville 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E mau Address stn_sdmuinrstraton @nps gov 


If vou are not yet on Le mavleng lest and wish to receive future mformation regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 
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Faye Ward 
bytes 1 or 
August 19, 1997 To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 





Subject Battlefield 


7ee ----- Message Contents ---- ----- watt teers reece 
Text item 1: Text Item 
Mary Ann Peckham Supenmendert 
Stones River Nathonal Battle feid Superintendent Mary Ann Pecklam, 
0! Old Nashville Highway Madam, allow me to voice my support for the Park Service. If we allow those 
Murfreesboro, TN 37179 witn the resources to continually ravage our land, who actually looses? We 
alld There are many more individuals out in this great land of ours, 


tnat would rather see an expanded par«<, instead of strip malls, or housing 
jevelopments Please ieel free to contact me if the need arises 


Regards 
Glenn L Meek 





Ms Peckham 


Concerning the alternatrves for the future management of Siones River National 
Battiefiela | am vehemently opposed to Alternative | wm its enurety in my opimon the 
boundanes of the Stones River Battlefield are adequate and do not need to be enlarged tc 
nclude any more Rutherford County land Asa frequent visitor to histoncal monuments 
and places | have never felt Dugger 1s better when mt comes to the presentation of histoncal 
facts The Stones River Battlefield 1s large enough, and | see no sound reasoning to 
expand the boundanes 

in a ume of downsizing and balancing the national budget. | fal to see the logic of 
acreasine the suze of the battlefield and placing more burden on Amencan tax payers We 
vee thes prudence to future generations 


Occ 


Suncere’s 


j , 
Fase WAG» ph 


Fave Ward McKnight 
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July 18, 1997 


Superintendent Mary Ann Pecka® 
Stones Atwer National Battlefield 
350! Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, T¥ 37179 


Dear Superirtendent Peckhan: 


First, I wish to congratulate you and your staff for one of 
the best General Management Plans that | Nave ever reviewed. 
it 1s outstanding 


During the last twenty years I have presented numerows talks 
on battlefiels preservation Stomes River ‘s ny “horrible 
examole” of the desecration of the sacred soil of the great 
Ciwt! war battlefields It is a tragic example of the 
failure to react to commercial and residentia!l development 
that quickly destroyed the Peart of the battlefield and left 
it a maimec shadow of what it was I have in my file 
numerous slides showing the tacky commercial develoonert 
along US 4). the cement dlant looming over the Hazen 
Monument, drive in theater, factory, stone quarry at 

the stte of Rosecran's Readquarters, McFadder's Ford area 
use¢ as @ land fill, and on and on That only about one 
eignth of the battlefield has been preserved is a national 
disgrace anc must de corrected 


I endorse Alternative ! It 1s the oriy Alterrative that 
is acceptadie It tries to salvage something of an 
impossible conditions It {s probably the most that can be 
done at thts tine What ts left of the battle*te'¢ gust be 
preserved an¢ restored Tats Alterative will erable the 
Part Service to prowt¢e a much better experience for the 
visitor with only abowt one etghth of the dsattieftela in 
the park, the present tour route is a farce. 

I Save ore criticism of Alternative I; it does not go far 
enough Tre most terrible intrusion on the battlefield is 
US 4) and its shabby commercial development, plus the 
incustrial park east of the highway This is some of the 
most Mallowec ground in America, and is the very heart of 
the battlefield The result 1s Sot visual and auditory 
Intruston om, not only the battleftele, but the National 
cemetery How ironic the words on the tablets a’ons the 
drive way through the cemetery, “Glory guards with solemn 
round the Stvouac of the deac." “ardly '' I realize that 
present use makes acquisition of this property an 
mrealistic goal at thts time Future plans must confront 
his probien As long as this commerctal and industrial 
Gevelootent rerains, Stones River Rattlefie’4 wi!’ he rated 
as poor 


I strongly endorse: 





1. Working codperatively with local citizens, husiness 
and government in developing a consensus that ts compatible 
with Park Service's objectives. Local interests must not 
subordinate the national interest. 

2 Pestoration of the battlefield to its 1840s 
appearance. This is vital in providing the visitor with a 
quality experience 

3 Curbing visitor use that is incompatihie with the 
preservation of the battlefield and proper interpretation. 

4. The Auto Towr Route. It ts logical and designed to 
aid the visitor In gaining an understanding of the tragic 
everts that occurred Pere. 


To those who oppose exaansion in the name of Mammon, 1 ask 
then to e.rlain the shoddy commercia!l and indrstria! 
development and more suburbia to the ghosts of the men who 
fought and cied on that ground Dar Rather ‘n a CBS news 
telecast, declared that the site of the rederal Building at 
Okiahoma City where 167 (7) died, “Nallawed ground” This 
area has deer made into a memoria! to those who died there 
NO ONE ever suggested that another commercial hullding be 
butlt on the site Yes, that is hallowed ground, and 
certainly the ground where over 3,000 Confederate and Union 
men died is hallowed. Tacky commercial, industrial, and 
resicential development of tris sacred soil is ohscere 


you success in the inmslementation of Alterative 


Mi ghorA 


Pfofessor of History Emeritus, Wincna State University 
and 

Chairman for Battlefiels Preservation 

Civil War 2ound Table Associates 

$44 Glenview Drive, Route ? 

Winona, YN 55987.4'S4 
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COMMENTS 
RESPONSE FORM July id, 1997 
DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN , “2 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT Sirs: 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share vou ideas sbout the alternates for the future management of Stones River Nanonal 
Battle Seid We are especms)y mterested © your opmuon of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
actoe (aRernanve ! ). 
| SUPPO"t allernahve #° Dut i Mave a concern about alite-matives #? ard 3 
Uncer the tumc INTERPRETATION AND VISITOR USE one of the Alternative 
1 Proposal is 10 
Expand the Cmcago Board of Trade 4rtilery Battery outtoo exhibit 
f0 »cluce a'i ‘he elements of a complete battery 
Anernal ve 2 On'y adds Cre gun and hmper to tne aisclay and Aternatiwe 3 says no 
change 
Tne Cnicago Board of Trade Battery sie 's already withen the authorized 
Doundary of the National Park Service and will soon be acquired (:* not already) Why 
Snouid tne Avernatrie 1 plan tor this site be ted in with land acauismion soutn of 
Manson Pike? ff the Chvcago Bvard c! l rade ste is Pustoncally *mportant imierpret a 
tury «9 Avernative 2 and 3 also Jon t hold hostage to land acquisition elsewhere | 
fst heard cf plans to put six guns at the Cricago Board of Trade site in 1984 and 13 
years later | si Deleve «ts a great idea if it 1s worth doing commit to t 100%. 
Thank yOu 








Richard A Miller 





Itc 


Please send comments by September 12, 1997. » 


Mary Ann Peckham. Supenntenden 
Stones River Nationa! Battiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address st_admuust-aon@inp: gov 


If you are not yet on the mauling list and wish to recerve future informanon regarding thes proyect, 
please grve vour name and address. 














I mould like tc woice opposition to the General Management Plan 
Dreft(Alternmatiwe 1!) submitted for Stones River National Battiefielc ir 
1997. Tkis plav is a ploy By the Battlefieia ts cortro! very waluebdle 
Private property by taking 756 acres ints the “Oficial Boundary” of 
the Park. —s 


Tre recent histo-y of Park Managemert under Mary arn Peckham 
Supeeorts this alligatior. In 1989 ard 1991 Congress passed 
legislation @utherizing @xoanrsion of the Park By 300 acres. Over the 
mex«t eight years trey have crly Pac spprcorieticrs to ourchase 100 
ecres. The octmer 200 acres of crivately owned creoerty are still 
mithier the “Officiel Bounrcary” of the Park, i.@. under tre cloud of 
Park expansion. Tris clows cGamages the saie of this oroperty, thusly 
the private property oewrer . 


If the Park has mot beer atle tc get appropriations for tre 200 
acres of private property already uncer tre “Official Bourcary”™, it is 
legical that Congress is net going to fund the purchase of 756 
additioral ecres. Teerefore, this new property should not be clacec 
under this cortrailing cloud. It ts obviously Park leacersric's 
atteeot tc contrel tre cevelopwert of "his property without the ability 
to purchase tt. 


Tris ts typice!l of Mrs. Peckhat's tanagerent apereacr. Sre aiso 
uses political pressure and ceceit to attain her goals for the Park. 
She exerts political pressure routinely on the mayor's office anc the 
City Plancing Commision. She routinely deceives the voting public 
with untrue or exaggerated facts. An example of tris is trat it was 
printed in tre Daily News Journal that tris Managerent Plan woulc only 
cost $6 a:llicr clus. It was mot disclosed tret this figure cic rot 
include thre estisatec $30-40 #.llion recessary for land accuisit:ion 


1 fee! trat the Per« Service's attac* upcnr private procerty 
1A 


cener'’s ~ig>ts ere sc sericus *"at cur United States Congress smoutc 
launch ar investigation into their procedures anc practices of 


contrelling crivete orcperty. 
fi Siccerely, 


/ 





cc Freda Thompson \ 
Bill Frist 
Van Hillary 
Bart Gordor 
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Mary Ann Pectharm Supenntendent 
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Ir response to the National Part Service's proposed achon (alternanve! } 


| am opposed to the proposed take-over of properne= that have heer m our farmby for 
many vears it has beer etated that thes growth 1 better for the future. econormca’ty and 
eprrtually How can thre he accompished” Ry erowne cotton for wsrtors to see and by growing 
hav corm etc to be harvested for someone's personal amr” 

Vn parents grew up where your com or anmmal fred is growing now ft ecems that hack 
ther | was cated the" properhes hough would bong more tounsts Who heades the oursts” 
who wan to re-enact and romarncize the horrors of the Cra! War by showong how a musket was 
uted to kel another homan heme? 

The Federa! government hac not made pubhe ts senoumess of acqurrne cur land Ths a 
one of the reasons | am writing my Congresemar and Sensor stating to them to not approve 
taepeaver dollars for an ammhenenrs Mary Ann Peckham and Acwnmates ereed | do ent clan to sell 


m™ propests under the threat of erement domar 
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August 31, 1997 


Stones River National Battiefield 
3501 Od Nashville Hiway 
Vurtreesboro, TY 37 


— 
Pa. eal 


I wish © express my support for alternative #! as described in 
the sutmmary of the Draft General Management Pian / Development 


tt. 


moet Plan Fnv.ironmental Impact Statemen. for Stones River 


Netional Battiefieid I believe this alternative will significantly improve 
the park visitor s battle’ eld experience § It will result a better 
anderstanading of the crucial first nours of the . efttle 


On @ perscoal level. my g-eal great @rancfather, PVI JMG 
Taylor was a member of tne 4/st Mississippi CSA. which took parm on 
the assaults on tne Round Forest Therefore the preservation end 
proper caanagement of Svones itver Battlefield is of extreme importance 
and Wlerest w me 





me ine oe Veta ~~ © ~ - ~<* 


birstowry { sian 
Oxtober 9, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham Supensendent 
Stones Kiver Natuna Bartticfiekd 
3801 Od Nashvalle tiegirway 
Murfreesboro, T' 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


Im sorry to be writing vou so tardsly soul the Summary of Aliematyes vou sen me 
recently concern ng the proposed enlargement of Siunes River Natona! Battlefield 
hove [mm not woo late to add my vore to those supperting vour pian As someune who has 
wnitten Dograpmes of two major histoncal figures—-Phu! Shendan and Ambrose Hrerce— 
whose ‘ives were Changed forever by thes service at Stones River. | whoichcartodly 
concer with vout assess™en! of the battic’s omportaat. if not indeed prvota! role in the 
Cows! War om the west Moreover. | agree that rf 1s vital to maintain a non-distracting 

em ronment to crable park visitors to expenence al least vicanous!y. some sense of the 
fiekd at the wme of the hattic | know from sad capenence that Gettysburg suffers trom 
just such a lack of drstinctrve atmosphere Ai the site of Pickett’s Charge. arguah y the 
most sorermn and sacred of ali Crvel War locations. one can see al\ too c'early the 
commercial development encroaching upon the battiefieid on all sides a’ a cost of what 
might be called the “hy 4-ncal ymagnaton ~ Hopefully vou plan. as outlined in 
Alternative One wall alieviate some of the samc cacroschnent at Stones River 


Loveng as | do on Chattanooga. with ready access to Cluchamauga Natonal Vilrtary Park 
Ive heen sporied perhaps by tha’ perks size and Civil War-cra topographs Certain'y the 
tuuinders at Chickamauga were fortunate m that then battie site was located im largely 
undevelopec countrvede Stones River, of course. 1s not as fortunate out your far sighted 
anJd histonce!!y sensitive plan would go a long way toward preserving and enniching the 
Crm! War expenence im Middle Tennessee | wish you much success with your efforts 


Suncerely 


Row Morns Jr 

Fdnor Amerva’( ad "ar 

Author Shersdan jhe | de and Wars of Cseneral !"hil Sheridan and Ambrose Bierce 
ficme on Bad ( ompam 
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j Steve Mu:phree) at NP--INTERPNET 3/11/97 
M (1784 bytes: 1 in) 

To: STRI A@swinistration at NP--SEA 

Subjec:- genera] management plar, stones river nat onal battlefield 
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ext item 1: Text Item 


Dear Ms. Peckhar 

As 1997-98 Commander of Murfceesborc Carp $33 (Nathan Bedford 
Forrest! of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, I want to express sy personal 
Support for A.terrate One I feel that this alternate is the best opcion 
for Stones River National Battlefield since it proposes that important 
battlefield areas be annexed to the current property Although there has 
been resistance ‘rom sore landowners and other concerned citizens to 
Alternative One. I feel chat. in the long run, thie action is justified 

On behalf cf the meuters of our SCV camp, I express appreciation to 
your chief ranger, Gab Backlund. who presented an informative program about 
the 3 alternatives at our culy meeting 

I apologize for subreitting this “at the last rinute* and would _ike 
to have been sore .nvoivecd in your park's activities in recent months You 
may reca.. ty presentation about insects and disease is che C.wil War at a 
Friends of $.2.N.B. weeting 


Best regards, 
Steve Murphree 


St 





teea and Danie. Murphree B.clogy Separtmert 
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RICTNTLY ! PURCHASED 4 PROPERTY OW MANSON PEE @°GHT IN 
THE MIDNY F OF YOUR FYPANSSON TO STONES RIVER ABFA!) AFTER 
ATTENTIVNG, THE MITE TING WITH THE PARK PFRSONAL. | FEEL THAT 
PLAN TWO OR THREE IS THE ONLY FFASRILE BAY TO PRIXTED OVEN 
THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS IX OCR ECONOMY § THE PARKS 
SERVICE HAS NOT BEFN ABLT TO OFTAIN THE FUNDS TO PURCHASE 
4L1 OF THE LAND IN THE 9! EXPANSION WITH 4 | DEMANTS From 
MONEY ON CONGRESS FO? SOCTA! SECTRITY POET ATION 42ND THE 
MILITARY CONORESS CAN NDT APPROPRIATE MORT FUNDS FOR PaRks 
WHIN CTHFR MORE VITAL INTTREST ARE AT STAKE THEREFORE. 
WHAT MONTY IT 4V 41 _ ABLE NEEDS TO OF I'SED TD ITS BEST 
ADVANTAGE 


[™ PLAN | THERT 42°F SO PROWTSIONS TO DP D4TT O8 PROVE 
THE VISITORS CENTER | FEEL THE WHOLE STOWES RIVER EXPERINCE 
HINGES ON THE VISTTORS UNDERS ANTWNG OF THE THREE DaY BATTLE 
4 COMPLITY NTRODUCTION WIL] ENABLE THE VISTOR TO MENTAIIY 
aS WELI AS EMOTIONALLY EXPPRIENTE THE BT OODY RATT.F SOMUTH 
MORE SO THAN 4 MERT DRIVE OVTR PAVED 8O4D5 AND MITRTD PPTY 
rio 


THERE IS NO NFFD WHAT SO PVER POR MORE | AND ACO TISITION 
UPDATING AND IMPROVING STONES RIVER PARK ANT ITS VISTOR 
CTNTTR WEL FAR BETTER SERVE THE VISITING PRL THAN MORE 
LAND BFING HELD IN LIVED FVTR WORLD 


KARIN NICHOLS 
LAND OWNER 
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RESPONSE FORM 24, 1997 
DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL DMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Stones River National Battlefield 
350! Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro. Tennessee 37129 


Please share vour ideas about the alternanves for the furure management of Stones River Nanos 
Battiefieid We art cspecially interested in your opmmon of the National Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |). 





Having read about the proposed changes to the Battlefield, | support alternative 
three The Park proposal mentions that increasing the size of the park 1s necessary for 
visitors to gain @ better understanding of the battle | would submit that only a very few 
real “Civil Was buffs” are so interested in this battle as to gasn any benefit at all from 
added land Further, how do we actually know where all the fine point of the battle 
occurred? Why is the land in question so important? Did the battle not extend over a 
large part of the crty—across the nver into what are now well-developed neighborhoods 
end places of business” 

In the “summary of alternatives,” the point is made that the battle affected the 
lives of courtiess people |s not the disruption to citizens 140 years ago enough’? Do we 
have to disrupt mnocent lives again by taking their land just to show that we can hurt our 
citizens in peacetime 2s well as war” I also would take issue with the statement that 
Stones River significantly changed the course of the war Though no Civil War scholar, I 
think that the battle here did not affect the war as much as the Confederate decision to 
retreat after the battle even though they had not suffered a decisive defeat mandating 
withdrawal 

To summanze, | would suggest strongly that the Park implement alternative three, 
providing for improvements to the current land without causing further disruption to the 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to: 


E-mail Address: stri_adrministrstion@nps. gov 


If you are not yet on the mauling list and wish to receive future information regarding this proyect, 
please give your name and address: 














Dear Superintendent: 


1 write in support of Alternauve No.1 of the proposed mew General Management Pian 
for Stones River National Battlefield. 

One hundred and thirty-five years ago, Americans struggled with one another in a 
contest that threatened to tear the country apart at the seams. The outcome of that all 
encompassing sirugele was decided on the battlefield. The scenes of many of those 
engagements became nationally significant hallowed ground im understanding the United 
Staies's civil conflict, The site of the Battle of Murfreesboro, or for Northerners Stones 
River, is one such place. “Progress,” rapid development. and a lack of foresight has meant 
much of the Murfreesboro battiefield is now lost to residential, commercial, and industnal 
change. But, some areas of important fighting remain in a character where the Course of 
that battle can be memonalied and understood. Those areas should be preserved before 
they too are last 10 the large'y uncontrolled suburbanization that is now occurring around 
Murfreesboro. Alternative No | in the proposed General Management Plan is the only 
alternative that offers this opportunity (1 wish it also called for acquisition of the still rural 
area south of the Widow Burris House where Federal counter attacks absorbed Confederate 
strength anc kept the Southerners from reaching the Nashville Turnpike) 

a a “iain General Management Plan with Alternative No | 
approv erative. that, with the the 

National Park Service, Stones River National Pty me pen pa 

local governments will immediately begin taking steps to make the plan a reality. Preserving 

and interpreting only a third of the ground of a batile as significant as Murfreesbo ro is not 

too much to expect. 


Sincerely, 


y- Oped Lf 


f James Ogden, Ili 
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CHATTANOOGA CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 








August 24, 1997 


Superintendent Mary Ann Peckham 
Stones River National Rattlef:ield 
3501 Old Nasi.ville Highway 
Murfreesboro. Tennessee 37129 


Dear Superintendent Pecxham 


At i1tS August meeting on the 19th, the tembership of the 
Cnattamooga Civil War Round Table directed that their voices be 
recognizec in support of Alternative No 1 as proposed in che new 
General Management Plan for Stones River National Battlefield 
This letter reflects their direction 

The nationally siqnificant battle between American citizens on 
December 31, 1662 through January 2. 18€3 hallowed the ground on 
whicn the engagemext occurred outside Murfreesboro Preserving 
what remains of that battleficld is important for our nation’s 
abDiiifty to cass On its rich cultural heritage Gf the three 
aiternatives offered in the proposed General Marcagement Plan, only 
Altermative No. i provides the opportunity to do mich toward 
preserving that significant ground 

The metbers o* the Chatiancoca Cival War Round Table urae 
Stones Rive: National Rattlefield and the National Park Service to 
adopt the Genera. Management Plan with Alternative No. 1 as the 
approvec alternative and to immediately begin -c go forward with 
the amplemest ation of that alternative. We stand ready to support 
you .: that effort 


S.mcere.y 
ge a 5 
Bares Ogden, rIt 


President 
-hattamooga Civil War Round Table 








RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT CENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please shart your rdeas about the aternanves for the future management of Stones River Nefiona! 
Hamefield We are especially unteremed m your opmuon of the Naponai Park Service s proposed 
acnon (alternaine |) 


Bemg a nearby property owner | feel the only alternative that 1s feasible s Alternative #2 The 
Battlefield doesn) need to expand the physical boundanes fer people 10 appreaate the hrsior, of 
the battle : 


Generation after generation of Natve Amencans have used the old fashion method of “spoken 
hustory” to educate ther children and 1 has been proven to be successful in keeping tt ahve whie 
losing ther homeland Maybe the Park Service should use an updated audio-visual program to 
actveve the same results 


| feet that the Park should stay with the boundancs thaf were established m 1989 and 199! and 
they have stuli not acquired due to lack of funding 


I support Alternative #2. 


Elgin Okwer, Jr 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to. 


Mary Ann Peckham. Superintendent 
Stones Ruver National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashvicle Highy ay 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address sti_admunistration@nps gov 


If vou age net yet on the mauling list and wish to receive future nformation regardine this proyect, 
please give vour name and address 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share you ideas about the alternatives for che futurt management of Stooes River Nanonal 


Rattiefield We are especially unterested wm your opman of the Nanonal Pari Service's sroposed 
action (nRerustrve |) 


a) AnGust 77: 


{ Aut Ms cKHAtT: 


by wits Am = Has. Bssuw 10 ouR Fs 
Vie Aun GRATE APhRscomT is is bac inn Ou 
Hi Ws Kes Hesr Dsrinitay we Favor OF 
Ths hex Capvice's Arreanstweé 1 Awd He PE 
Thar tr is APRovar- 

ZTE 


K arin}. Dilan 


ter 
Please cxnd commana by Logics 02, 208%, 00 


Mary Ann Peckham, Supenntendent 
Stones River Nanona! Bartiefieid 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mai Address stri_admmustravon@nps gov 


If you ave not yet co the mailing List and wish to recerve future information regard 
ang th:s 
please give your name and address — 


ee ) 














DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alter ative. for the furure management of Stones Rive: Nanona! 
Batiefieid We are especaal!y umterested in your opumon of the National Par: Service's proposed 
— i ~N 

Kned Peck Tone - 


LD at | 
L4wW ave 


7 bn pee 
yA Up fs Fe 4G tac 


("ly jan Ny 4 
ak, 
2 Ot 
ys a: Mi 
pny tnd rfpL Ao T 
Sand pln a P (Bru lobe 


Please send comments by September 12, 1997. to 


E-mail Address str_admmrstratvon@nps gov 


If you are not vet an the mazlung isi and wish to vecerve future informanon regardmg this project. 


Peease give your name and address - SQ) 
“Ligh — 
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Augus! 28. 1997 


| am ering Concermung fhe expanvon of the Stones Rive: Batiefiert 


| Quesbor whether adding to ‘ne size of the Dettiefietd would © any wey Day Tore homage to 
the men who Ged there " most certaunly would not if in the ouTsull of such lend personat 
treedoT enc onvate Westyies were Cestroyed 


My grandperents tamed some of the iand acacert 10 the bafilefierd | wouk! not whe tO see any 
Queston personal motes 


Hornage to the ner who Ged there would be Detie se-ved with the protection of mdivaius 
freedom and nghts. so many of those nen died for Expension should occur ony waif the 
consent of the present affected land cwners 


“yrs he Dent of en ane mmtend to 50 30 agen 


Swncerery 4 ; 
Y yern ISih-at 2- 
ber Paschalt 





hese PartHey 


Serremper 6. | 997 


Mary Ann PECKram 

SUPERINTENOENT 

STowes River Narona. Bat Lerielo 
350! OLD NASHVILLE MiGrway 
Murrrecssoro. TN 37! 29 


Deana Ms PECKHaM 


| HAVE WAITED TO WRITE TO YOU SO THAT | MIGHT WATCH AND OBSERVE wHaT WOULD 
TAKE PLACE IX OUR COMMUNITY IN RESPONSE TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE GENERAL 
ManaGEMENT Plan AFTER HEARING THE ALTERNATIVES, AND WATCHING THE 
UNSTOPPABLE GROWTH OF MURFREESBORO, | MUST REGISTER MY VOTE FOR 
ALTERNATIVE PLan Ont 


DURING THE TWO OP Ew MEETINGS THAT | ATTENDED. AND WATCHING THE MOS! 
RECENT MURFREESBORO CiTY COUNCIL MEETING, | FELT THAT | WAS WATCHING 4nd 
HEATING A CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED RESISTANCE TO ANY PLAR THAT WOULD 
PREVENT LOCAL LANDOWNERS FROM DOING WHATEVER WITH THEIR PROPERTY 
LANDOWWERS, WHOSE PROPERTY IS NOT EVEN PART OF THE PLAN, ARE APPEARING 
BEFORE LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES TO OBJECT TO “CLOUOS” BENG PLATED OVER 
THEIR PROPERTY. IT ALSO APPEARS THAT SOME OF WHAT WAS SAID AT THE 
MEETINGS, AND REPORTED IW THE LOCAL NEWS MEDIA. IS BASED ON MISINFORMATION 
| REFER TO THE CONCERNS ABOUT THE ALLEGED ABUSE SY THE Parx SEM ice OF 
ONE VERY VOCAL LANDOWNER WHOSE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF 
THOMPSON LANE AND MANTON PIKE. | CLEARLY REMEMBER THAT THIS man's 
PROPERTY WAS FOR SALE, WAS OP TONTD BY THE REGIONAL ELECTRIC COOP and 
THEN REJECTED AS A SUITABLE SITE. PERHAPS A PESULT OF THE DISCOVERY THarT 
2/3 OF fT FLOODS DURING HEAVY RAINS. AGAIN, IN YESTERDAYS NEWS*APER 
REPORT, THE PROPERTY WAS LISTED AS TIED UP BY THE GATTLEPIELSD BACK IN 
1967 HOWEVER, 'T DIO NOT EVEN COME INTO THE SOUNDARY UNTL LATE 100! | 
WAS DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE PARK SEF VICE HAD NOT DONE ANYTHING TO 
REFUTE THE ALLEGATIONS OF THIS Man OAT THE Crry COUNCH MEETING, THE FACTS 
WERE PRESENTED ABOUT THIS PROPERTY BY MS PECKHAM fT was TKEN 
OISHEARTENING TO READ IN THE WEWSPAPER REPORTS THAT FOLLOWED. THAT THE 
LANDOWNER INVOLVED TOLD THE REPORTER AGAIN THAT HE HAS BEEN UNDER THE 
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CONTROL OF THE NaTOnm Pamx Semwce sect 1967 WORST OF ai Te 
COWTHUES TO BE USED SY THE CTHER LAND OWNERS AS 48 CUAMPLE OF THE “G4D™ 
Nano Pama SERVICE TO Gam PUBLIC STPATHY fy 4150 SEEMS TO OE HE 
BaStS UPON WRC THE MURFREESBORO CITY COUnCK SSUED 4 RESOLUTION FOR 
Ac TERMATIVE 2 


Sect THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF The GiwERAL MansGEMENT PLan. THERE HAS 
BEEK « “REMENDOUS AMOUNT OF LAND CLEARING OF THE PROPERTIES 41.0nG 
THOMPSON Lane. FRO OLS Foret Parxwar TO Manson Pe. FOR ComsTRucTON 
OF FOR A BOWUNG 4.ULEY, STORAGE BUTLOINGS. A GOLF AND TEReS SHOP amd 4 
MOBILE HOE SALES LOT fT LOOKS THRIBLE. AMD iF T'S Am ExarePLe OF wal Ss 
TO HAPPER ALONG ManSOn PIKE AND FURTHER UP THOMPSOn Lame. THEN THIS 
Ont VERY CRINCAL REASON WHY THE PROPERTIES REQUESTED FOR "CLUSION 
with Tee GATTLEPIELD SOUNGAMES. AS OUTUNED & ALTERNATIVE Ont. »£ED TO 
SE PROTECTED 4S QUICKLY AS POSSMLE 


Tee Cry OF MURFREESBORO HAS VERY LITTLE GREEN SPACE LEFT fT RECENTLY 
BECAME CLEAR THAT THE City FaTHER'S HAVE REALIZED THIS. AND HAVE PROPOSED 
BUYING LANDS 40.4CERT TO GATTLEFIELD PROPERTY TO S4vVE FOR CITy *am USE 
THEY AVE MET WITH Seelam RESISTANCE FROM LanCOwnERS Tins SEEMS TO 
REPRESENT A BUS AMONG LANDOWNERS THAT SELLING TO A DEVELOPER 1S GOOO 
ax TO A GOVERNMENT AGENCY. BaD 


My GREATEST CONCERN 1S THAT THE ExPanSiOn OF TE GaTTLEFcLl Bounwdames 
8f ACCOMPLISHED BY HE UnITED St1aTED COnwORESS VERY QUICKLY fT APPEARS 
THAT ANY DELAY WHA RESULT HH THE OESTRUCTION OF THE +ISTOMICALLY waLUsBLE 
PROPERTIES 8Y CURRENT OLVELOPERS wr LOOK OnLy AT THEIR POC ACTBOOKS 
OnCEe THEY HAVE BEEN BULLDOZED, | QUESTION THE VALUE OF THESE Pine 
PROPERNES TO THE Nanonm Pann Seawce 


ALTERNATIVE OnE. SESIOES PROTECTING LANOS WHECK MEMAm VERY CLOSE TO ™E 
WAY THEY LOOKED w ™r | BGO'S. wis 4.50 411.0" STOWES RivER NaTIOMAL 
Gartieri€L TO PRESENT Tot CONFEDERATE POSITION CURING THE BATTLE © 
GREATER DETAN HAVING HAD 4 GREAT CREAT ORANOFATHER WHO FOUGHT MERE 
TE*NESSEE FOR THE CONFEDERACY. | FEEL THAT THESE VALIANT SOLOMERS HavE 
BEEN WEGLECTED 67 CURRENT INTERPRETATIONS BOTH AT STOMES RivER asd aT 
OTHER GATTLEPIELOS w TenneSSEE | 41.80 COME away FROm™ Te GaTTLErgio 
mT™ LOTS Of UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ABOUT HOw AL. THE OFF FERENT EVEKTS OF 
THE BATTLE ARE ELATED TO Cache OTHER Tet CunmenT GaTTLereco 6 4 mice 
PIECE OF PROPERTY TO VISIT AND OFVE OF WALK THROUGH. BUT FOR SOME ONE 
“OT DEEP TO HISTORY. THE MAGMITUDE OF THE EVENTS TeaT TOOK PLACE HERE 
SPE LOST ONLY THROUGH MEMEMGERING HOW MANY LOST THEIR LIVES OVER an 
DEOLOGICAL POINT OF VIEW. CAN WE GUARD AGAINST LETTING OUR MULTE CULTURAL 





SOCAETY 2P PROACH Tat PORT AGame = ALi THE THOUSANDS OF MEADS TONES 
STAMOIG mw Tee STOnES RIVER Nano CEMETERY REPRESENT BUT 4 Se 
FRACTION OF THE FALLE® SOLDERS FROw ™e Eartue OF STowes River One can 
MOT sO THE LOSS OF UE © SUCH 4 BATTLE OF WEWPONTS WERE TO EMERGE 
WIT OUR TWENTY 1257 CENTURY SOCHTY 


THOUGH THE FEW LAND OwnERS OF MURFREESBORO and RUTHERFORD County 
WAVE GEEK EXTREMELY VOCAL, THES 5S MARDLY 4 LOCA SSuUE OTe cam 4 
POAT OF <uSTORY nD REPRESENTS 2 SPUUT MOEPENOENCE Te” STULL MESIDES 
wisn "HE OVERSEE POPULATION OF THs MATION NATIONS PARKS ARE FOR EVERT 
CITIZEN AND 4S SOMETHOES HAPPENS THE “EEDS OF THE MANY TRANSCEND THE 
WISHES OF « fiw 


|, THEREFORE. EwCOURAGE THE NanOnm Pamx Seswice S7Ones River NarOne 
BerTLereco and Te UnerED Sma7Es CCOVWORESS TO MOVE QUICKLY TO EXTEND ™E 
GaT ere co Bousmary AND TO ser ROre™.! SMES AT THE SamE THE TO 
PURCHASE 4 LAROE PORTION OF THAT Lar ot e"fLy © CONG@ESS OOES KOT 
MOVE WITH OCOEUBORATE 44S7E OF ALTER: OnE. 1S WeLUueSLt JEWEL OF 
MISTORY WELL SURELY BE LOST TO DEVELOPMENT 





CC Senator Bur Fest 
StmaTOR RED TeomPson 
RewPetsewranve Van Me ukary 
REPRESENTAT VE JOrn TANNER 
Rerresewtanve Boe Ci. fMen7 
Reeersentanve Fo Brvant 
REPRESENTATIVE JOMe J Duncan, JR 
REPRESENTATVE Weise lL UES 
Reeetsentanve Zack Waser 
REePetsenvanve Bast GoRDOF 
REPREStws“rve Hamowo FE Foro. Jr 
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Subtect batt lefieid 
: Meesage Contents ----- peoees -eveesweeceseoens 


Text ites . Text Ite 
Dear Me Peckthar 


I wanted tc express my support for the purchase by “he park service of the 
S50 acres of civ:! war battlefield currently being threatened by private 
Geve lopere 


Tito Perdue 
Cave Spring 


eoOtTsg.a 





<2) Frou QS «a= SP ISTERSET 96/57 19. S4P* (1343 bytes 


To: S™RI Ad@=iristratic= at BP Se 
Seaator_Thompson@Thompson Senate. gov at NP - - (INTERNET 
Senator _Frist@Prist Senate gow et N?--INTERNET. Bar -@eF House gov at 


“ET 
Subtect. Proposed Expaensic™ of Stones S:ver (Murfreesboro) Saetionel B 
poorer -oe rrrccoooos Message Contents -- 


Mory Ann Pec«e-ae 

Superirenderit 

Stones ®iwer National Bat" _efie.d Park 
Murfrees.cro, Tennessee 

September &. 1997 


Sear Ms. Peck™ar 


we of the Arizona Division. Sone of Confed- "ate Veteras,. would lice to 


express our full suppor: for the proposed -xpacs:ior of Stones Biver Saticral 


Battlefield Park In an ace wher a)]!] too many of owr *secred places” are 
lost to developuert, the acquisition of this trect of over $75 acres wi.: 
preserve several s.iies of immerse historic iurportance for future 
generations to study and ev jcy We streorsly encorse tras action by the 
National Park Service, and urge you to “hold *he ‘ine* againet the 
gevelopers on this ieee 


Sincerely 
Robert Perkins 


Arizona Division Commander 
Sons of Confederate Vetcrane 





cc. Senator Pred Thospeon 
Senator 8:11 Friet 
Conmgreseman Bart Gordo: 
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™s Sary Am Pece"27 
Superirtende-t 

Stoses Biwer Baticmal Sattleficld 
“.urfircesbor>. Ts 37.25 


Dear Super:ictendent Pec «has 


1 grew wp om Barcing Place. im 6 eee. subdivision “st across th street 
from Stomes Biwer Seticma. Batt.efield As agit... | enioyed eelkarg t 7 
tras.s end cridicg wy bacycie along the tour. As a adult. I Seve come to 
eprreciate the relewan-e of the exhibits. Menbers cf ty tarily iougtt and 
csed om both e:dges of the Civ:! Mer. ané © apprec.ate the role ttat the 
Bettlefie_¢ pays <7 preserving tistory. Sowewer. | of AGAINST OPTICS 1. the 
proposes capansion of *he par« 6 bounceries 


As oc Americac citizen. <©‘# Both surprises end angered ty the procedures usec 
by Gur gover=ment to cite:m land that 19 act for sale. Gremces. a8 4 Seubert 


should mot be forced--to ee.. their howeplace of gore that 6° years fowewer 
irreproaccable es herr charecter tight oe. I ungerstard test it is 
irre.evar. .° Soest pectle evaluating the propoerd eapacs.-. For wy pact. I 
hace thet | would be a8 strongly cppoeed = fetter sfost Sone 
nm beset. sy resecte for oppos.icg the expe seice are os ‘o) lows 


.| To thoee wo want to ec lerge the part a8 6 neace of entamcung -ts 
ecucationa. valve. I sey the physica: boundaries of the perk are large 
enosgh. One hes om ly to comsicer the eise of Anerice’s ¢ seeroces ‘to 
recoccive thet epece if cot 6 prereguié.te to iearritg 


2?) To those who sinp y wert « larger part. © say thet forcibly setting 
eomeone’s howe 6 sot the way to achicwe that goal My grenaperecis Seve 
eorted herd for whet ¢t , save. and tory Geserve the rig’t to @o a8 ‘Sey ous 
with their ..o¢. Me a. etjcy peres enc public epeves. but Suri reestor> 
siready is b.-eecct with cary. The farily fare. om the ciser hao 

2S.nG.y 1¢ @ rerity it Aperice. in Sowerber 159°. I wil. Sowe how to 
‘S.rfreesboro with ~y busbans and ry te cciléren. My sope hese beer--and 

re weins--tlat they ws... heve the opportunity to ecapersesce chiicoot co es 


- 


farm. Do mot teae thet seey from toe 





F.mally 1 question whether the Stomes Siver Msticmal Sett lefield is the 
est glete if wach te icweet sveilaple federsl funds Apericse’s chi.¢ret 
“cet safe public speres. Sut. even gore o>. thry need food. cicthing. sete 
ne. g7borhoods. and sccm) books. Preserving the past if ufport ert - - Dut 
erewting tet wt see: =~ besic neede of todsy’s child .© ever sore 


a“portat 

By “hence. I recently reed @ short story by © Scott Fitegerelé that ess 

publiches im i192 Ent atled The Pour Fists. the story deecribes tt spect 

tcat icowr physical S.ces hed ot the iife of ome Samuel Seredit® A)thowgh 7 

“ope that pou li Sonecgey Seve at cpportumity to reas t** f.ory if ‘ts 

em irety. .t 18 t™e ewents leating up to ens fcolicwing the fourt> Bice ‘het 
cer part iculerly relewact et present A Briel survrary Gerecit* «ss oem - 

. “s or. Peter Caer™ert. to close « Susimess Grail "6s wtuls re ° 
Le ac Jus’ oF iems cumed & { oe grow of ren >rre wr ns @ 





Comwerset*om with Seretdit® « rancher segues Sco ict wre ettempis to explaizt tis 
teelamge ahem faced wth the lowe of bis Some of 62 years *"Thet’s oy land 
at there Mistyre, esasé ee ot fis ace ~y land. oy Got--It s 
al. I oot .- the ecrlé--eed ever ea me Geehet bie sleeve ecroes “is 
tece. ena Soe tome chacoed es Se turmeet slowly ant facet Seruc! Sac ft 


comteines tomseli as | a® poeesble. Sele tyre “eeung from the shoulder 
ce as logout nz wert Semwel om = Seep im @ bat -Gere 
Meredith) got w ens estroge ‘roe the roce The cet tet Times were 


Det it ecteal life « man’s Gety to bie tanily sey aeke 2 cogid course cece « 

eelfse® ise@elgence of bis cet croghecermess Semwel ¢ 2 gestiy of Si 

farul . fe sewer really severed That jolt hed hor to When be 

—_— om (be room there were « lot eorrled faces ttamg for tc0e. bt 
- sane 


vSiness--t "st tires ese 
v.clence Ams @y granucie her 4 
oc @Goubt she bis syupe ties wuld |: 
“erecit* came (to rea_.cte thet the eeu 

ove 
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97 12:32PM (1854 bytes: 1 In 
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er Expansion Plan 
wetter Message Contents ------------ 2+ sree renee e-- Pars Superintercert Mary, Ann Peceham 
Stones Piver Nations! Battlef.e'a 
Text item 1: Text Item 353: Bic Nashv.!ie xighway 


Murfceesporo. TN 3°129 


Dear Superintendent Peckhan, Stones River National Battlefieid Dear Superirterdent Pecknam 
Park, 
I am writing tc express wholenheartec support for the \aticna! Park Service s 
I am writing im response to an article that appeared ir the August 75° acre expansion pian for the Stones Piver Nationa Battiefieic. Asa 
issue Of The Civil Waz News on the plan to expand the Stones River former res.icent of Gettysburg, PA, I am well aware of the politics and 
nattlefieid I tust wanted to let you know that I PULLY SUPPORT property issces tmat the N.P.S. faces in presery.ng rations. heritage areas. 
the Psia Ser forts in this area WE MUST SAVE THIS GROUND fcpefuliy t7. 93 letter can he.p the i.P.S. for theic p.a nec expansion. 3S Ry 
I was distresse: > read the opinions of loca. landowners that were vriting to po’.tic.ans in Congress does not seem to heip. 
printed in ¢t azticie They obviously only have eyes for money 
Don't they realize that everyone's very way of life was made i lives severs! vears in the Mid-Atlantic cegion. so I neve been to mary 
poss:ble in part by what happened in 1861-18657 I agree that they eascelient N.P.S. C:v.! war battiefielas outside cf Tennessee including 
are entatied to money when they sell their land to the Park, but 1 Gettysburg. Manassas, Antietam. Richmond, tne «i'derness. Petersourg. etc. | 
also ‘eel that the; have no right to complain about selling tc the have alisc vis ted the NPS. battiefielacs at Shiion anc Chattanooga 
Parx Aiter ail, at the very least the battlefield has been there Ch: Ck a@auga During my first visit to Stones River, I was surprised how sma! 
fcr 135 years they should have been well aware of the risks in the N.P.S. cattiefielc was considering the arge sc3.e of fighting that 
purchasing tand so close to the field occurred at Murfreesboro. The first day 3 pattie!lines extended from S.R. %6 
te vei: past the Stones Piver. Dut on'y a t.ny fragmert of that fiela nas deen 
Please, please, please, sticx to your guns about this If you put pregervec arcunc the “Pounc Forest*. What cea ly shocxec me was ai! of the 
up a hare fight, and still lese (God forbid!}, that's better than vQ'y iNdustcia. Gevelopment right next to ihe pare. 
not having put up a fight at ail We cwe so very much to those men 
of 1862-1663. it is the very least we can do to honor their i ceal.ze Rutherford County 18 growing capiai,, Dut the develcpmert adacert 
memories by not allowing greed and develooment to win. Greed and to the current pare (ard on cid battiefie.c) is outrageous and wou'd never be 
deveic pment have already been winners far too many times! ! taieratec at Gettvsourg or Manassas. Unfortunately. tris practice seems to be 
commonpiace here 9 m.dcle Tennessee as the battiefieids at Frank in anc 
~ Sincerely, Hashv:lie have peer opliterated for housing ceve opments. No one had the 
ty Teresa Pierson foresight to preserve these two battief.eids. which has turned into a great 


oss for ai! Amer.cans Aithough | am diSeppointec at the current size of 
Stones Piver liationa. Battlefielao, a qm2!i park is Detter than 10 pare i 
agree witr the .P.S. s vision that the curren: par« should «ct 35 4 fucieus 
for further expansion of its bouncaries 1 do not feel sorry for the affected 
property cwners since tneir elected officials in Rutherford County have shown 
comp ete incompetence in growth management (:.e. zoning) and have encourageo 
tnis haphezarc development. 


I! am not at a’! confident that you wii. ceceive adequate funding from Congress 
to optair this lanc. however. In my op:nion. the N.P.S. and the interior 
Department are gross.y underfunded. Having seen Congress in action at 
SGettysDuTg N.M.P., | would be surprisec if they funcec an, additions at a!! to 
Stones River. Gooc Luc! 
Thank you for vour time and consideration 

Sincerely, 


Dad enh 


Deniei M. Pope> 
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THOMAS K. POTTER, Jr. 


15 July 1997 





Ms Mary Anr Peckham. Supenntendcent 
Stones River Nabonal Battlefeic 

3501 Olid Nashwille Highway 
Murireesboro. TN 37123 


Dear Mary Ann 


| write 10 wholeneanediy endorse authonzation anc implementation of 
Aternatwe #1 presented in your craft General Management & Developrnent Concept 
Pian and Enwronmental impact Statement. with concurrent funuing for !and acquisition 
in aN expanded park Doundary. and funded construction and renovation of facies 
anc programs 


My interest 7 your plan and my concern about preventing commercial. 
MduStniai and residential intruS/On 1 the battlefield sphere is Motwated Dy severa’ 
tactors 


iam a ife-iong Ci War buf, active im rounttabies in Jacksonville. FL and here 
nm Nasmwilie. a Cescendant of men who fought at Stones River anc. for over 30 years 
have reseaschec the 161 Regiment. Tennessee Volunteer infantry Regrment which 
was engaged at Stones Aver 


| am a natve of Middle Tennessee and 4 resident of Nashville since 1962 My 
ife span parallels the development of the Stones River Nationa! Battiefeid Park the 
development of the present nvghway system and tne resulting mtrusion by the 
overpass mdustr.a! expansion near the battiefeld area and rapidly accelerating 
resential gowth in the area with sirip development of supporting commercial 
emeprises 


| have a collecuon of jefters canes memos (and other primary source 
matenal) writen by 60 offerent officers and men in this regiment. and secondary 
source material On another 85-90 indivaduats | nave covered the trails of the ent 
Campaigns through nine states from western Virginia to North Carolina, and the sites 
of then 14 major battles. including Stones River where they sustained 52% casuatves 
in the charge of Duneison s Bngade against the Round Forest Among the mater.ais in 
My POSSESSION are ‘eter and dianes Of my great-grandiather. Thomas 8B Potter. who 
serves as Sergeant. Major of tras regiment 





| Nave Studkbec Stones River anc offer Dafties m wruch ine 16th Tenn int 
parhopated, and have a collection of the major works on the Western Theater and the 
Army of Tennessee Among them are Books aDout the Dattie of Stones River by 
Connelly Cox. Cozzens. Darue!. Horn. MacDonough Reid. and Stevenson 


| Nave followed your development and expansion plans since 1992 | recewed 
and studied your 1994 Genera! Management Plan Newsletter and your 1997 Oraft 
General Management Plan snciuding 2 Gevelopment concept plan and environmenta! 
impact statement | Nave followed Gevelopments Trough news and feature arbcies in 
Cmal War News 


| am a reprec officer of the United Methoa:st Publistung House hawng served 
the last seven of my 28 years as Vice Presse for Long Range Planning & Research 
Thus expenence and relaied trarrwng prowsdes another perspective through which to 
consider your plan and plannwng proced.zes 


Alternative #1 recommends ‘seit mosi favorably because 


1) quaitty preservation anc effective imerpreiation of our Amencan 
historical sites and herdage «s essential 10 eGucation for good cizensrp andis a 
wortnwhuie investment im the future of tts naton 


(2) the «mpact of the Amencan Cri War ana Reconstruction live with us 
today as Surely as Current issues of racism. private vs Public welfare toca! and non 
local interests. anc the nghts of siates vS federal government 


(3) tts the only plan which covers key phases of the battle and presents 
a Mstoncally complete picture of what happened here anythung less is truncated 


(4) the mitary scope and hrstoncal signficance of the battle of Stones 
River deserves an improved. expanded sie and more effective interpretation when 
compared to other Uil War battleheid parks 


(5) effective perpetual care of the cemetery and the Hazen Monument 
and thew meaningtul imierpretaton, are Sacred. Continuing responsibilities bequeathed 
to present generations by those who fought and ched at thus place and those who 
previously honored them. 


(6) accommodation of vanious types of visitors, thew Capabulities and the: 
preferences evident in Aflernative #1. testify to the serious consideration which has 
been given to pedestrians as well as motorrsts 10 Groups as well as individuals. lo the 
chsadvaniagec as well as others. and to those who prefer the outdoor Ife to outdoor 
hustory, 


(7) the tne for expansion and improvement is very critica! due to rapid 
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urban and suburban development. Clearly evident mn the growth of population. 
residential and commercial areas. and the disruptive intrusions in the baftiefeid 
integrity Dy industnal compiler ss and traffic overpasses 


(8) the potental for reqonai planning of Crvil War hestoncai events and 
programs. reiatng Stones River, Shiloh. Forts Donetson & Henry. Chickamauga and 
Chatlanooga. remain untapped. awaiting creative program planneng by the Natonal 
Park Service :n collaborabon with reenactrnent, roundtable and other local groups. 
Development of the “Civil War Trail” concept now underway along the corndor of 
Hood s 1864 Raid (connecting Spring Hill, Frankin & Nashville battle smes with cmc 
mterests in Pulask:, Columba and Florence) s an example of regiona! nestorical 
commemorative planrng potenta! 


(9) quality development of the Stones River Battieheid may weil sur 
latent interest among Nashville histonc preservaborssts, reenactors. buffs educators 
and others to upgrade the presentation of the Nashvilie area Cruil War Story by 
improving the presentation of the few remaining Civil War sites in tus urban 
environment Swept over repeatedly by personal. commercial and industria! interests of 
many years 


These comments would not be complete f | did not include my impressions of 
the opposition to development of the baftiefeid park wiwch | encountered at the pubic 
meeting | attenced in Murfreesboro, 26 June 1997 


Vy percepnon rs that an organized group of 6-8 property owners residing in 
Parcel #1 and a related real estate agent. were present al thal meeung and 
apparently were also represented at the other two meehngs Ther commentary and 
Claims Cominated the meeting They stated thew interes! in thew property. 4s potenta! 
Sale value and thew apprehension about dealing with tne Federal governmem They 
@Ske0 Many Questions aDdoul the process of negovaling sale of property determining 
ts value the avadability of funding. and timely sale of property following negotiated 
agreemem to sell 


The comments of some individuals seemed totally negatve to me These 
persons Stated only what they were against | nearc no one Clearly stale which 
alternative they preferred Many made snide comments about the pian. Park officials 
and federal agencies One observed national parks might well be soic Another 
unequivocally Stated they were interested in thew property. and had no interest in the 
Gevelor ent of the pian or the battiefreld park 


While | understand how persons would be interested in thew own welfare. | felt 
that an excius vely negatrvistic approach with cutting remarks and innuendoes against 
the Feceral government and its representatives, as well as the quality of the plan as a 
planning document. were completely unyusthed unreasonable and self-centered 


At one pomnt | asked f any of these persons opposing the plan had participated 





in the “scoping” or other previous meenngs One answered thai they had not | 
conclude that ffs Opposition was late developing, and | wonder to wha’ degree ths 
turn of events was imfiuenced Dy the rea! estate agent anc the two or three mayor 
property owners 


However, | thought a good pont was Made tnat the funding for purchase of 
property shou'd be concurrently available when property :s Geciared by the Federal 
Government to be witfuri the Doundary of the park. Government purchase delayed after 
property «Ss officially Geciared withwn park Doundares results in Cepreciated land values 
and low probability of sale to any other party i the imterm 


The final draft of the pian, a seems to me. also should be crafted with an eye to 
those who will encounter @---especaily, landowners. loca! Dusinesses and politica! 
leaders For tts reason. | thunk the plan should describe the impact of the proposed 
improvement On tounsm. special wmterest groups (schools, joggers buffs. reenactors. 
etc ), the local tax base. other ontions for land use. the potential for collaborative. 
regional Cri War events and promotions mn the future and any other loca! groups 


| v6ry Much appreciate your keeping me informed about future plans for the 
park. and | thank you for keeping me on your mailing list. | am presenting a summary 
of your plan to the Nashwille Gattieheic Preservation Sooety and Civil War Roundtable 
ths week with @ resoiubon for endorsement of Alternative #1 to be sent to you the 
Dwector of the Nabona: Park Serwce. the Secretary of the Department of Interior and 
members of the Tennessee Congressiona! delegation 


Good luck to you! Call me whenever you thunk | can help 


Cordially 


Au aa 
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26] Prom: Mark & Ary Powel] QD ac we--sorcesmes 3/3/97 5-590 1908 
bytes: 2 Ir 
o: STRI Adminis-zation at NP- SER 
c: Bart@HR.House gov at NP--INTERNET, Senator Thompson@Thompeon Senate .gov at 
NP--"NTERNET, Senator _Friet@FPrist Senate.gov at NP-- INTERNET 
Subject: (Fwd: Update on Murfreesboro) 
cere eens --seeeeceee ---- Message COMTENLE ~- -- << nr mmr rrr rer ee 


“Ms. “eca«han, 


Just a short note to let you know that I strongly support the 
Park Service's plar to acquire additional acreage Located on 
the Murfreesboro Civil War Battlefield 


This property includes some of the most important sites of the 
battlefield, inciuding land fought wpon by Maney's 2nd Vaughn's 
men in grey 


I wish you the best of luck in your attempts to preserve an 
important part of our history by preserving this land 


Mark W. Powe .! 


Ltc 
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ENV /RONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
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Vary Ann Pecatat™ Supe mtende 
Stomes Rwer Manon Battie .ec 
3591 Olc Nas? wile Hghway 
Murtreesboro. Tennessee 37°29 


Dear Supenctendent Peck er 


Thank you for prowding me the opportunty to rewee te Oratt 
General Management Plan for Stones Riwer Nato! Batietec 8 would 
&2 TO go Om recorc to endorse Anerratwe 


in Th Evert ‘unGng s NOt awadatée for em™plemeTato" of Atenatwe 

| "e@CO™Mrmend "hat the fofllowlng aregs wtec” are w tren The a >orved 

boundary be sented to s™provwe the ete pretstor at Stones Rae 
National Bares-*<id 


identty anc mara the Ponee Road 

Gentity anc mart Genera' Rawr deat ste 

identity and mare the Collier House sce 

Wertty and ark The trenches 

iGertity and mark the McFadden Ford ste 

Reverse the tour route 

Remove the wooded ares and rocks beftwnd the wetor center at 
were placed plated = the iste 1370s 


sme Wh 


Sncerely 
- 7 > . 
/ ~—i “a » 
J £2 f A PA +. { \ 
Robert A Ragand 
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September 10, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham, Supenniendent 
Stones River Nationa! Battlefield 
3501 Old Nest. ille Highway 
Murfrcesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 

As a lifetong resident of Rutherford County and a student of sts hrstory. | am totally 
opposed to the expansion of the Stones River Battlefield as stated in alternatrve #! 

I have read wrth great interest all of the newspaper articles, and | fee! thai the present 
houndanes are large enough for adequate mterpretat:on and certainly larger than you can 
maintain at the present time 

As | understand a, the park has not yet purchased all of the property presently within 
its boundaries and that you do not have funding to purchase additional property, certainly 
Not at its currem market value | am very sympathetic with the plight of the Miller fzmuly 
that has dragged on since 1987 It must be disheartening that the Park Sennce so under- 
values their property when across the road, the property sust sold for $40,000 00 an acre 

I hope that this matter will soon be resotved and to the satisfaction of the property 
owners involved 


Verty truly yours, 


Sagi Any 


(Mrs James A Ridiey,Jr ) 


cc Con Bar Gordon 
Sen Wilham Frnst 


Sen Fred Thompson 
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Republican Party of Rutherford County 


72) 1830 Sow Chur? Sheet Suto 206 + tagtessbore lermessee 37113 « 61S 683: 72°9 Prone Fax 


Republican Party of Rutherford County 








PO Box 1721 © 1630 Sout Church Street. Suite 304 + Mustreeshorn. "ennessee 37133 + €15-53-72'8 Phone/Fax 


ee” 
Howard Was 
© others oarne 
— 8 Jo Atwood Resolunon 9°. | 
tance! Meroe vce erman 
— DATE 82897 a Stones River National Battlefield and Property Owner Rights 
Meise >) eee TO Mary Ann Peckham Treasure’ 
Se wey FROM Tom Rudd . Whereas. the Republican Party of Rutherford County recognires the hisioncal value 
nies SUB) Stones River Battlefieid a Se Atteass Panton of the Stones River Nanona; Battiefield to the napon’s bertage, 
a ~~ - — Whereas. the Republican Party supports the Stones Ruver Nabona! Raticfield’s Plan 
~ Ox Warren McPherson {1 t© enprove the Park's mfrastructure within cxusting Park boundanes. 
corer Geren) vee Our Whereas, the Repubucan Party has grown uncreasungly concemed that property 
steed . owner nights rolated by federa! authonoes during they expansion of the 
The Executive Commince of the Repubhcan Party of Rutherford County Jerew Sortie enemies a ae 
ie ~~ passed a resolutan at 1s July meeting condemning policies that violate the wee Soames Whereas, the Republican Party condemas the policies of the Intenor Departnent 
constitubona] nghrs of citizens of Murfreesboro. and Rutherford County by came Sove regarding ccpanding Park boundanes t encompass pnvaic property eathout 
Mt a _ the federal government Graney. Sages! immediate just compensanon, 

Carrot Jeeton Whereas. the Fifth Amendment to the (5 Constiunon guarantees thai “nor shal) any 
can C Jones The Republican Party beleves the Stones River Battiefreld 1s an rmportant Owects Regor person. be deprived of life. liberty. or property, without due process of law, nor sha!) 
oe pert of ou nation’s heritage bor this reason the Republican Party has ana » private property be taken for public use without sus: ~ Forcing property 
ew ow asked Tennessee » Congressiona! Deleganon anc Governor Sunagu:st to Orector Regan /i/ onan totes Gat ints opus cf Ge erie sie a cdg pee 

emer . , om use 
support of the Rattiefieid’s Plan 1] to umprowe the Park's infrastructure property ; 
= fae wothon the current bow 4anes of the Battlefield We have aiso requested y=) + Whereas, the Tenth Amendment states that, “the powers, nol delegated to the Unuied 
ve ew amendments to curréni property nghis legrsisnon pending in Congress States by the Constitupon, nor probibsted by it to the States, are reserved by the States 
. Ten Fuad respechvely. or to the people ~ The following are addcnonal reinforcements of our 
Execute Owector positions on property nghts The Consttunon of the United States of Amenca 


ISc 





Thank you for your commitment and hard work 


Respectfully yours. 


sn 


Tum Rudd. Feecutve Director 





Amendment XTV, (868) “No State shall make or enforce any lew whch shall 
abridge the prvileges or ummunites of cmzens of the United Starrs. nor shall any 
State depnve any person of lufe, hberty or property without due process of law. oor 
deny to any person within us junsdectioa the equal protecnon of the laws.” 
Whereas. there has occurred s connnuous breach of trust, duty and ob)gston by 
Intenor Department and the Stones River Nano sal Battlefield to the cinzena of 
Rutherford County, resulting i a contunued abridgment of the Consttunonal Rughs. 
Privileges, aad Libernes of propery owners, al) commutted in the came of “nanonal 
heritage” under the pretense of a contunume ¢7 panswn of goverment,” 

Whereas, the Sate of Tennessee, th: government of Rutherford County and the City 
of Murfreesboro should be compensated for over $5 million dollars m expendmures 
for a new highway, a cew bridge, and to run ublimes, in order to encourage 
commercia: evelopment along the Thompson Lane and Mansoii Pike areas if these 
areas are placed mside Stones River Natonal Bartleficid boundancs. 

Be It Resolved. that the Rep: dlican Party requests the State of Tennessee, the 
government of Rutherford County and the City of Murfreesboro to request the United 
States Congress to support leg:sianon that prevents che violation of its crtrren's 
consutunonal nghts by federal government agencies, 

Be it Further Resotved, that the Repudhcan Party of Rutherford County requests the 
United States Congress to support legusiavon that will guararitee property owner nghts 
and specify m that legislation that the Federal government may aot extend 
government boundanes around non-federal government property without immediate 
just Compensation, and that they support Federal funding for Plan Il of the Stones 
River Navona! Battlefield 


Passed unanimously on July 24, 1997 by the Republican Party of Rutherford Counry 
Execute Comumttee 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please shart sour :deas about the alternatves for ie furure management of Stones Ruver Nanonal 


Batietield We are especially terested im vour opmuon o! he Navional Park Service s proposed 
acion (altemative 


Lam n favor of the selection of Alternative 2. Alternative 2 would smprove and upgrade 
the existing fac:ltes without the 30 pilus million dollar property 2. cuisition cost associated 
with Alternative | Alternative 2 does not require the joss of personal property, « leaves local 
properts complete); in the hands of local owners and on the tax rolls ft allows our communuty 
to henefi from any future use of this property and reap the benetits of potentially millons 
ot do'lars on annual ‘ocal tax revenues 


iam oppesey to Alternative 1. in ut $ coutsyy Alternative | 1s 2 wasic of public funds and 


it's uNMecessar in the interpretation of the Battie of Stones River The 700 plus acres 








curtentis on the Park boundary 1s more than adequate for Battic interpretation Watha 
hr competent stat? and maierials. Alternative 2 should be more than adequate to tell the story of 


the battle 'o future eeneralons 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Marv Ann Peckham, Supenatendent 

Stones River Natwnal Battlefield 

25°41 O82 Nashen'e Highwa) 

“Nlurre r> Tennessee 37129 , 
/ 
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“ RESPONSE FORM 
DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 


a ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


August 20, 1997 STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternatives for the future managemest of Stones River Nanonal \ 
Bemicfield We are especially merested m your opmuon of the Namanal Park Service's proposed 


«chon (alternative |) £4 Z j 
‘Jj Lense f Llewt 4: Lhet? Bnt® . 
May .~ Petes, Sepodenpaten h/ 2 a Monsey Auth Phase fous? Lo Tiny he 
See, & Cmloaty Aaahigye tAef cf ae, 
Lf ti, Aw ale tadilcg ‘Heit, A 


Dear M A 
“ewe Ces tint Sala ¢” ed ae 4 
Please umpiement Alternative | so that future generations may appreciate the significance of the eee ZB: J ya lp < Pied tl LtCze fees 

107, C 


sacrifice at the Stones River Battlefield Once nattletield areas are developed for housing or 
commercial purposes,the historical integrity of a site can be lost forever, One only needs to visit 
sites such as Spanish Fort (Mobile, Alabama) or Missionary Ridge to note how this can occur 
Please don't let thrs happen at the Stones River Battlefield 


2 ' 
ean * 
Sincerely. ¢ 7 , 
tl 
an Vv P y 
o Ran Male Woes 
Bnan Sauer Ch. p 
7 





Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address str_administranc2rps gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to re-erve future mformsnon regardin this project, 
Diease grve your name and address , 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLA? / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT FLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IM)’ACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share vou seas aboas the alternates for te futurr memagemest of Sime kKve: ‘amonei 
Battlefield We ere especal!y mtrrested = your opmuon of the Navona! Part Service's propoesd 
ection (aernatrve |) 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckhes: 


1 am wery interested it. the Ciwil Wer. Your ALTEREATIVE I ia « 
areat idea. These lands are sacred; os auch of poesibie of che 
original site s..wld be sewed. 7 particulerly Liked the part 
sbout steeping the land with ean 1860 appearence. 


We live ir «4 suburb of Ciucinpati, Ghie. My wife and I are trying 
to wisit « lot of Ciwil Wer Sites 


I thank you for this opportunity to comment on thie project. 


Sincerely, 


Donald Schibi 


DQ mall de At 


Picase send comments by Augest 12, 1997, to 


Mary Aum Peckham Sopenntendent 
Stones River ahonal Battlefield 
350! Otd Nasirwy!. Ul ghway 
Murfreesbore, Tennesere 37129 


E mad Address st. admattremon Qnps gov 


If vou are not yet on the macling |ist and wesh to receive future informetion regarding thes project. 
please give your name and address 

















DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENT AL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Pemse shart <a sew sboul te aleenst ves for the future meme gemee of Secure River Nenone. 
Bemefers We art cxpeculh wrested if vou opine of the Nenoned Part Service 5 propoenc 
achor (alternate 


Slul@? 


J Bungyly Mppok alienate |. JusBd Stud 
ae nee oy Brdadn. ipiicaeh ty thk 

4 fet. J frund A dupenming tr 2, how 
A ty neiheued gerund *maund G dost. 


He guard © alas prumet”  gtou, “82 QuhaZ 
AG pene poten Ahet TH Ferd omd, be Ptanes 
ane aby teh Pett pte Fmd Can wordt cstend 
Uw Maan Aad Peaag<a, nat Hau made the 

ue pepoae ODawlre | ahew a PUR HHO, And Uda, 
pee ER th die anhence “18H Ze thy 
a 5) fue s Botti nu 


- Dec th Actieg 


Pisase cond comment by Qagus 12, 197", & 
‘~ 


Max Aan Peckham Supenntenden’ 
Stones River Nanos Battlefield 
150) Old Nastevilie Hag: way 
Morfreesboro Tenn aee 37129 


Foma.) Address sv adrmunustranon@mps gov 


Hf you are nc’ yet om the mating best and wh to recerve future informanon regarding thes project. 
please grve your name and addres. 
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Ms Mary Ann Pechhem Supenniendent 
351 Olid Nasioniie Huy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


| have @ven conmdermpor to the Natanal Part Sernce proposal of changes to the Stones 
Ruver Nanonal Bartiefiel¢ aad | strongty suppor Alternapve ‘|. fcr provement to 
secre Cemer omerprenrve ates, and keeping the cuusting batieheld w its present 
boundanes 


With the umprowements to the Viastors Center better grounds masraenance. the much 
neesed umprovements io the oterpretrve mtes and walking trals « guest could icave the 
Stones River Bamiefeid with a better epprecabon for the bettie and ts empact on the war 


My deamon 1s based ma:niv on the method the Park Services uses to deal with property 
owners | mncerety beleve a :s toually un Amencan to have amy property owner 6 nghts 
be taken sway from tum by amy government agency anc | refer specifically 10 the example 
of Dr Ray Miller Dr Muller's property hes been locked up m s process for years 
without resolution The Miller mtuanon 1s the same outlook for anyone who owns 
property wiuch the Park Service waits to ecquire 


Why does the Park Service burden property owner by forcibly taking ewey from therm 
the nght of ownershap and the freedom of decmon as how ‘hey can develop thew 
property Ifthe Part Service wants to acquire eddmonal property. then « should be 
negotsied end purchased ummehatety 


Conmdéerstion was grven to the cost of the addmons land acquiaton in the meetings 
hesid by the Park Sermoe n was revewed there is an estimate $15 to $30 Mithon Dokars for 
the purchase of land. (if 4 happens today but with the draggmng out of trme to purchase Une 
property could posmbty double) and $6 4 Malhon for mmprovemerss 





Page 2 


fF ven wath 8 conserverve ex mate of $40 Mibon Dollars i 3 caceseve spendang to 
expand he Part fora larger plot of manural mate of land io gre a che 1860's took wher 
the area 13 Gevelopeng so rapadty A part gues would abweys be looking trough the Seids 
woh a mayor roads speciica. . Thompson Lane and Manson Price Wich the propose of 
new schools for grades K through |2 ce Manson Pike and whenever schools wah road 
improvements are burl uew hones anc subdrimons will be Gevstoping A weston m itat 
area ©! have ms view Gumtracted by the trafic tushy pasmng through of thew wey to 
Va Mar. Case Knor 1 Home Depot Lowes and our new developing Towne ( emer 
shopping mal The Thomy son Road ares hai already developed to ihe pow thet ary 
expanmon that 1 proposed to acquire property across the roads from the Park 5 
boundanes would not enhance the Bertiefeid of in RO wey make 2 Shor 1 “xpenene 
more lesting Therefore. | urge suppor of Ahernatre |i m the bes meres: of the Part 
Serve and «| cnzens of the Lested Sumes of Amenca 
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Mary Ann Peckham, Supenntendent 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


This ts written to express my views regarding the draft of General Management Pian for Stones River 
National Battlefield presently under consideration 


Based on my experiences in visiting other major Civil War Battlefield sites, including Shiloh, 
Vicksburg, Chicamauga, Petersburg. Antietam, and Gettysburg, it 1s rather apparent thal the method 
of interpretation at Stones River needs vast improvement In fact, interpretation potential at Stones 
River under exrsting conditions and facilities ts by far the worst of all those sites | have visited. This 
is not only my opinion ~ over the past 18 months | have witnessed a number of adverse commen*s 
about the Stones River interpretation on the internet 


Because of the importance of the outcome of the battle and its positive effect for the Union and 
negative effect for the Confederacy, (some Histonans even contend that the Battle of Stones River was 
the beginning of the end of the Confederacy) | believe it is worthy of an interpretation on a par with 
that of Gettysburg and the other major sites. . 


There are two inadequacies which presently make this impossible One ts the rather poor sudio’visual 
presentation which does little to explain for the visitor the flow of the battle (Should include some 
maps/slides as the battle progressed) But probably the most devastating shortfall 1s the small amount 
of property from which to do on site imerpretation There is no land from which to view of beginning 
of the bare and the Ccnfederate initia! charge which resulted in their sweeping initial victory during 
the first hours of the conflict 


As 8 volunteer at the battlefieic who does visitor contact, | can personally attest to the confusion 
visitors expenence in trying to understand how the battle prog. essed. A frequently asked question 1s 
“how did 83,000 troops fight on such a small amount of land” An atiempt to explain what really 
happened generally rests on the verba] explanation — that original battle line was some 3-4 miles jong 
extending to @ point south and across from interstate mterchange Gut for most visitors this descnption 
1s hard to comprehend because of being unfamilar with the area. 


Thus the proposed land acquisitions associated with Alternate | of the plan are a “must do” for proper 
on-site interpretation and to provide the visitor with a more meaningful experience This proposed 
expansion could then include a panoramic view of part of the Confederate advance and over-running 
of the Union forces in the early hours of the battle. | have personally stood on what is historically 
known as Sill's Ridge and could almost feel and hear the charge of the Confederate lads as they quickly 
Over ran this position It closely parallels that of standing on the ndge at Gettysburg and recalling 
Pickett's charge across the valley 





In addition to the need to improve the historical interpretation of the battle, and thus enhance the 
impact of tourist dollars on the economics of the community, there 1s another benefit to be gained by 
additional park land Murfreesboro suffers from the lack of just plain green space for recreational 
activity. That there 1s @ desire to enjoy these types of activities 1s not only evidenced by the greal use 
of the new Stones River Greenway, but also by the number of visitors who use the Battlefield for 
walking, hiking, and just enjoying tts natural attributes Even local high school runners use the trails 
for cross country practice. Thus it provides benefits for citizens of the community in al! walks of life, 
not just those with Civil War interests 


Therefore | supnost Alternative. | und agree that it should/must be done However there are some 
Practical rssucs in my mind First let us consider the fact that this alternative proposes the purchase of 
close to 750 acres of land 7 1s land presently has a high real estate value because of its commercial 
potential and will undoubtedly imcrease rapidly in value over the next $ years | am fearful that an 
estimate of 15-30 million dollars to purchase this land, as given by a Natrona! Park representative at 
a recent public heanng, 1s fnghtfully low. Thus a method to secure external partners in procuring this 
land 1s a must |n addition, a method must be found to speed up the purchase process once the land 
owner makes a decision to sell Any time more than 12 months will do nothing but alienate future 
sellers We just must find a ‘way to improve the purchase process 


in conclusion, this battlefield site must be expanded in order to preserve the history of what really 
happened there to the degree that interpretation is complete and meaningful fF 1forts must be made to 
provide for the telling not only the splendid defensive strategies of the Union forces but also the 
magnificent opening strategies of the Southern forces. The latter is not possible now! We must act 
quickly for this 1s the last chance befere metropolitan spraw! will consume thts important land If 
nothing else. the land in the so called tnangle (land bounded by Thompson lane, I-24, and Manson 
Pike) must take top priority 


We must act now to preserve for future genertions, the entre sotry of this battle It truly was a 
determining factor in who and what we, the Amencan people. are today!’’ 





cc: US. Representative Bart Gordon. 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your ideas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones River Nabonal 


Battlefield We are especially unterested in your opimion of the Naponal Park Service's proposed 
achon (aheratve |) 


at fave Mh her nolo 


> 
me, 


| dae ltd bifrae hirer 


Please send comments by Agigast 12. 1997, to: ver ba Leguson 


Mary Ann Peckham, 

Stones River National Battie field 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-ma:! Address sti_administration@nps.gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to receive future mformation regarding this project, 
please grve your name and address: \ 




















{22! From: NP- INTERNET 8/1/97 2:12PM (1951 bytes: 1 in) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER_ 

Subject: Battlefield expansion 

tree -- 4 - - -secercccceccccore= - Message ContentS& -------------------- 


~ 


Text item 1: Text Item 
Ms. Peckham, 


This message is intended to register my feclings regarding the proposed 
expansion of the Stcnes River National Battlefield I am against expanding 
the present boundary Whether intended or not, the expansion will limit the 
options of the affected landowners. I am not an affected landowner, merely a 
citizen interested in property rights. I have toured the park on many 
occasions and have intimate knowledge of the area in question. This, coupled 
with my knowledge of the battle itself leaves me with grave reservations 
regarding how the acquisition of these properties will enhance the vistas 
enough to give a dramatically different interpretation of the hattie. 


According to the parks own publication, the park enjoys,at presen., 2/3 of 
the sites it deems nec+ssary to give interpretation of the admittedly minor 
battle in question. I am sure that you agree that this 1s quite a sufficient 
amount of land. The Battlefield has many acres of land within its boundaries 
at this time which it has not purchased. I am sure that you acree, as any 
right thinking person would, that’ expansion into new properties would be at 
this point not necessary historically, but fiscsally irresponsible as well. 
it is for these very valid reasons that 1 wish *. cast my support for Option 
2. This option gives the SRNB the opportunity to increase its visibility, 
and heighten its interpretation of the battle without destroying the rights 
and goodwill of the park's neighbors. 


Fee) free to contact me should you have questions regarding ny opinion. 


Thank you, 


David Sevier 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the ahternatives for the future management of Stones River Nanonal 
Baztiefield. We are especially interested in your opmian of the National Park Service’s proposed 
action (alternative |). 


‘Thank sou for the opportunity 10 vorce my thoughts on the cxpumson of Senmcs River Battleground 


| am um favor of Alternative 3 of the Nahonal Park Service's Draft General Management Plan for the 
following reasons | firmly oppose Alternate | 


1) In an era of severe federai budget deficits and gargantuan Naponal Park Service financial shortfalls 
ahomatve three +s lhe most fiscally responsible of the akkernatrves prescmied 


2) Ahernatve 3 15 the most realisic and responsible choce for the surreunchag landowners 


3) Alternative 3 adequaicty moets the stated goals of the NPS to provade an educabonal and cavironmenia! 
resource for Rutherford ( ounty and rts 5 rsators 


1 am a 3? year old woman whose fam!) has owned 73 actes wiilun the proposed boundames of Alsernatnc 
} sance 1959 Whale | am loathe to see the last tangsbic relic of my family's heritage be swallowed up bv 
ans sort of development be 1 NPS spomsored or commercial realtor Grrvcn. | am paricularty desircssed bs 
the method of land acquusition ceploy od by the NPS. the sungy'ariy contemptuous manner with which the 
sufrounding landowners have boen ircated by NPS personne! and the lack of benefit such a remondous 
land mercase would provide the nation when pul in proporbonaie perspecirve wrih the upheaval and 
sudicring the land grab * ould cause 


(out) 


Please send comments by Awgest 12, 1997, to 
Mary Ann Peckham, Superintenden' 
Stones River National Battiefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 
E-mail Address: stri_adminstration@nps gov 


If you are not yet on the mauling Inst and wish to recerve future information regarding this project, 
please grve your name and address: 


Incomcervabec is the only word to describe the method of land soquessuon hammend out Unrough Congress 
for the NPS The National Park Sorvace 1s m the happy posinon of sewing what d finds afractve and 
teaving a most worthiess promussory sate befund Across dus nator thowssnds of acres ic under che cued 
of NPS bowndanes — «wth po mone) apporuoned for they purchase. and no hope of monies becom: ng 
avaslabic wihun many of the owners ifenmes Ornchnsry cmuzens who conduct ther fiscal trves un this 
manncy snon find inemecives in benkrugicy Cour eth the accompany:ng sugmas and loss of 
undependence |! hoggics the rund to thank a person placed rn a posstion of responsitality with the NPS 
would even ics with Unc dew of adding to Uus colossal dett Such actson is wrcspunsibic 


Whale the tcam capuma and hus persunne! who are charge of craftong the GMP presumabh made numerous 
visits 10 the acTeagt beng suught ncver do they deem whe comscquences to the real ctuzens with rea! Ines 
lived an the nwenuedd contur) 25 amportuat mough for compderauca Cie docs aot need euiraordenary 

of perccpuon to novce at 2 glance that the scrcs under Comuderation arc picts of ground 10 huncveds 
of able These acres are the physical embodiment of dreams yet to accomplish and still fondly 
heid | can only presume that the personac! who work m the Stones River Batticfeid and wt 


cxmmeact of these peopic would aot be carefully ignored 


1 gece up across the stroet from the bamtiefield | rode my tacycle there. learned to Grrve a stick shift car 
there and beked the rails numerous umes | am fully aware of the scvere humaabons \o appronanag the 
Battie of Murfreesboro as m has been presented by the ummaguwiive umierpretabon and carciess 
masmenance of park personnci As the Geughter of a Tennessee hstonan the bettie came w hile for me - 
on current park grounds — amb) when my father provided maughts to the real wa rather then retving on a 
festy monument to Oho 3 dead Extra property 1s act what the park moods 10 be aesthetically and 
hesioncally picasing Anpropnatc sewardstup of Curent hoidings is 


In a daw and age of rapedly creasing populasor. one of the truly endangered facess of Tcnmessec hfe us the 
small fama (arm These farms ae what the Hatieficid apparently wishes w finally ecungwsh at great 
cost ‘0 ts Credstaiity good will and fimanczal re-sponsiteiaty 


M family's fc has Soen wn tremondous uphca. & for severe! months because of this U! concerved. 
unpcaliax GMP As! have lan awake on Slecpic:. melts praving for some prace for ary aged parcnas and 
some restoration of fasth im “the system” for thew Chuidren. | havc been struck by the batter rromy Uns 
SatuaisOR PFeSETES lo us ~My patcrnal grandfathers four generat-ons before me. and my maternal! 
grandfathers five geacranons before me. low thet lives dunng the Civil War These men wiling)y 
sacrificed thes all for 2 concept they held sacred -- indopendon! property nghis What a wavesty to thew 
memory thet in the name of hononng them the descendants are being strmpped of the very asscts they ded 
$0 that those descendanss mught have 


Please adope Alternatnc 3 as the vision for the mission of Stones Kuver Bastiefield in the rwenty -first 
century 


Sencereh 


Mar, Cathenne Sevict 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DF VELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ides about the alternatives for the futare management of Siozes River National 
Rariefiela We are especially intercsied m your opmsoa of the Namonal Park Service's proposed 
e-7e (alicrnagive |} 


, 
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Please send comment: by Septempber 12, 1997, 10 (7 + , / y/ 
+ S/S gr 
Mary Ano Peciham Supengiendent f‘f 
~*~ 3501 Old Nashville 


F-ma] Addrcts st1_admumustration gnps gov 


Uf you are aor yer om the mailing list and wich to recone fumare information regarding this proyect, 
Dicase gree your name afd address 
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( Battle of 


PRESERVATION SOCIETY, INC. 


To preserve, study and open to the public, sites relating to the Battle of Nashville. 








September 3. 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckham 
Superintendent 

Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


We are pleased to enclose a copy of & resolution passed unanimously by the 
membership of the Battle of Nashville Preservation Society. Inc & Civil War 


ro Roundtable at its July 17 meetang. endorsing Alternative #1 of your master plan for 
— . + . 
= development of Stones River National Battlefield 


Also a copy of the resolution 1s being seat with e@ cover etter to each senator 
and congressman in the Tennessee delegation, to the Director of the National Park 
Service. an’ to the Secretary of the Department of Interior, urging authorization of 
Alternative #1 and its prompt implementation 


We deepiy appreciate the fine work you and other members of the Nationa 
Pairk Service have dore tc bring us this viaicn cf what can and chould be donc to 
present this part of our hertage to today's generation and to preserve ut for all 
Leneratsons to come 


Very truly yours, 


f 
~ # , 

s- 4- 
SY“ , “Le 


Wilham E/Shofner 


14+) 
WEShlo 
E.scloeure 


PO. Box 121796, Nashville, Tennessee 37212 
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A Resolution 


Supporting improvement 
of 


Stones River Nationa! Battlefie!d Park 


Whereas, the Battie of Stones River, 31 Dec. 1862 - 2 Jan. 1863. 
Near the Negnborng city uf Murfreesboro Tennessee 


was a Major Dattie of the Amencan Cri War tought by 83. 00" men engaged 
three Gays over 4 000 acres resuttng in 23.000 casuatnes or the Mghest casualty rate 
of any Dattie for Umon forces. and second ony to the casualty rate at Gettysburg for 
Contederate forces 


was ‘Ought On ground now Nnailowed Not only dy these casuaites Dut by a 
navonai memornal cemetery of more thar 6 GOD Dumais and the tazen Monumert. our 
nahon $s oldest lact Cwl War memona 


resulted in the Urwon contro! of Maddie Tennessee and comme memert of a 
movement Dy the Federal army eventually leading to tne 100-cay Georgia Campaign 


exeNec SONG DSyChOlogica: and political influence affecting ne wartime 
(oles of the state of Kentucky anc the nabons of Engianc and France 


And. whereas an outstanding master pian for deveionmen aw 
expansion of Stones River Natonai Sattiefieis Park has been developed by the 
National Pars Serwwce US Depanmert of intenor that when executed 


wil present Ine story of tts Major Daftie in a more effective manner 
overcoming present dehoences which surveys moicate are contributing to a poo 
understanding of the Dasic Story Dy WiISRO’TS NOW estimated at e50ut 200 000 yearly 


will preserve The core segment of the battieteic i a general 1860s rura 
apnearance 


NOLLVNIGHOOO UNV NOLLVETASNOO 
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wil Marian a Quet Teiectve anc feverem almusphere whe preserving Ine 
1892 desagn of he natona! cemetery and the 1860s design of the Hazen Monument 
area 


wih DIeServe and StaDeve remnants of Pedount Brannan. Lunettes Paimer 
ana Thomas anc Curtain Wall No 2 of Fonress Rosecrans wc prowding controtied 
access tO @artnworks allowing vistors tO expenence Ine exient anc sigmticance of tne 
tonfcanons 


will Cevelop Strateqes with landowners and iocai governments to encourage 
mterpretator of the greater bafMeheid and to actweve tte genera! appearance of an 
agncuttural landscape @S wewed from interpretive areas waif (ne nabona! battered 
anc im corndors untung Non-conbquous areas 


wil toCUS ON Sux iMierprenve Themes presenting Stones Fiver as (1) one of the 
major Ci Dafties size Compliexty and tong-term results (2) a Date fought over 
terrain vegetason and teatures notably imfivencing tne outcome (3) a Daftie resuming 
a SQnhcant sn of métary momemum trom Confederate to Federal torces (4) a 
nathie produci.g a profound umpact on ine ives of the Amencan peopie (5) a Date 
whose outcome permuted Uron forces [0 Dulid Fortress Rosecrans estabush a major 
Supply and ransporation base and affect Murtreesboro tmrougnout the rest of tne Cw 
War and (6) aS a Daltile wie? launched an early effor toward Daflieteid 
commemoration in the Unded States 


And. whereas the most advantageous features are gained © 
Alternate Plan #1 as recommended by the Natonal Park Serwoe mciuang 


expansion Of the park from 709 acres to | 468 acres encompassing al rey 
areas of "ne battle 


construction of a new 7 6 mues automobue tour road ang Companion trad 

an inctease wm the number of interpretive sfles from 7 to 12 

Mprovement of the access Daflery ex™wDd and landscaping of Ine Mcf adder 
Farm ste cf repeatec Confederate assaults agains! massed Un. on artitery on < Jan 
1863 


iNstallabon of a trae Connecting the wsitor center. Stones River Greenway. and 
city Batnetierc Way 


Gevelopment of pedestrian anv Dicycle access to Rosecrans s Neadquarters 
site 


renovation of the wsitors Center. including new and expanded merpretve 
media anc exnits 





aovancement of The park Gevelopment well Deyond immted independent 
mprovements. Such as thal authonzed by Congress im 1991 for purchase of suburban 
residential propery over whch {we Corfederate Draades Made pecemea! assaults 
agains! “Hells Haf-Acre” or the Round Forest 


And. whereas Alternative Pian #1 


has Deen encorsed by a represemtanve of the Tennessee Hstoncal Sooty al 
the 25 June 1997 pubic meeting 


nas been described Dy a Nasmuiie Banner edtonal (26 June 1997) as “an 
excang prospect winch will enaple “Stones River to take ts righttul place m Maddie 
Tennessee Mstory---witf a DoOos! 10 present-day tourrs™ 


has Deen tagged Dy Ine Nastwile Tennessean ectona! (6 ku 1937) wen 2 
specia! urgency as more development encroaches on Mstonc .and 


can e'evate Stones River Natona!l Battietveid from a consincted worr natone 
battieteld park with Geticoent mterpretalion and wOlaled Mstorc scenic integrity. - 
areacy suffenng from stark ntrusions Dy industry and trafic and tnreatenes by apc 
urban spraw!--to an improved and expanded park whose story mill be effectively 
presented to wiStors on Ste and whose quailty s Commensurate wah ts Mstonca 
Stature among Amencan Crwd Yar Dattieheids 


And. whereas ar open. tair and democratic process wes followed 7 
develapment of the master plan mciudrig Alternatve Plan #' by means cf 


premmary scOpNgG meetngs with Sarre Ofaals Mstonans landscaping anc 
enwronmenta! speciarsts Pubicly announced advance anc open to all 


shang Of the master pian and summanes rough astroution before Gurwg 
and after Duc Meetings. and otherwise available m general Dy "eQuest at the pa 
visor ceter 


a senes Of three rece pubic meetings Pubicized in advance at whch park 
Ofhc.a'S Presented Te plan solcted DuDNC feed-back and responded openiy 10 
Quesnons ‘from, atlendees 


And. whereas the remainder of the process ‘ollows estatusned 
acrwrvstratve anc legrsiatve channets. including 


evaluation by the National Park Serwce ct all comments from the pubhe 
garerec in respo7se to the heanngs 


Geveropment of 4 nal plan ‘ewew and endorsement by the Regonai Owector 
of the Park Service 
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Compieton of 2 ‘mal document and af relaied Compharwe reports 


SUDKTESSON to Congress O 2 legesiatve package (pian act & requested 
fundeng) ether Dy Te Secreigry of irtenar oF Dy sporsonng members of Congress 


authorzanon Dy Congress 


oTPemerianon of land acqus on Twough indepencernt realtor(s) anc o%ers 
© Durchase negolenon and sefilemert aah landowmw oF as a laS! Tresor! mstauton 
of condemnabon procedures 


Commencement of Construchon and renovation of lacumes and develapmet 
Of mterprebve improvements under The Grecion | the Nabonal Park Serve 
Department of imenor 


We. ihe Gattie of Nashville Preservation Society, inc. & Civil War 
Roundtabie. & hereby eaupt rs resolumon endorsing Akernagive @' as a Taster 
plan for Oevetoprnert of ne Siones Rwer Natona Gattieheid Park and convey comes 
Of ths resolumon to ve Supenrtendent. Stones Aver Nabors! Patieteid Park me 
Owector of the Nabonal Pa Senwce te Secretary of ne Departmert of weno and to 
memoers Of ou Tennessee Congressional Or‘egation ong Tem © wholensantedy 
SUDO authonzauc. Of an (|) expended Psi« Doundury and acequate funding for 
DOM ‘and acQu'stion and (2) Gevelopmes 270 funding for new facies anc 
me pretwe programs ID De COMpisied as SOO" as Dractcabie re‘estier 


Adopted ties 17th Gay of July 1997 


eres Weather © So 
Sgqrea Waihi ¢ Sofsee— 


Weham E Shofner 
Present 
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(12) From: QM ac we--twrerver 9/6/97 1:32am (2975 bytes: 2 1n) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER, Bart@hr.house.gov at NP--INTERNET, 
Senatocr_Thompson@thompson.senate.gov at NP-- INTERNET, 
Senator _Frist@frist.senate.gov at NP--INTERNET, GAELICREB@aocl.com at 
NP- - INTERNET 
Subject: Murfreesboro Battlefield Park 
corre secee- -77+-+-+---+-+------- Message Contents ---------------------------- 


Text item 1: Text Item 


Dear Gentlemen, Ladies & Honorable Congressmen and Senators of the Great 
State of Tennessee: 


I am writing you on behave of the concerns I, and the men and ladies of the 
Living History organization known as the 20th South Carolina Volunteers have 
on the topic of preservation. It was recently brought to our attention that 
the acquisition of an additional 50 acres of the original battlefield at the 
Murfreesboro Battlefield Park might pe a possibility for the National Park 
Service. On behave cf myself and the members of my organization, I can not 
emphasize enough the great value we place on the preserving sites of 
historical events that represent, what we feel, is the soul of our nation. We 
strongly support acquiring the extra land for the National Parks service. 

I have had the pleasure to walk the hallowed grounds of the Murfreesboro 
battlefield several times over the past several years and can not express the 
reverence sites like this instill upon me. The one thing that disheartens the 
historically minded individuals, like myself, who take the time to visit, 
study and remember the struggle which took place on those hallowed fields, is 
the constant pending doom presented by the encroachment of development into 
and around these fields. Americans fought and died for this country, their 
homes, their communities, their friends and families on these fields and 
fields like this one. They answered the call to duty and gave their last 
full measure of devotion to their countries. I believe it is our 
responsibility to do everything in our power to preserve these historic sites 
to honor those who fought there and to insure that every generation cof 
Arericens remembers the sacrifices, as well as the costs of the freedoms we 
seer to take for granted today. As the famous quote goes, “ we must remember 
our past, or be condemned to repeat it". If one would take all the wars in 
this great Nation's history combined, they would find that it did not yet 
total the carnage and loss that the War Between the States suffered on this 
Nation. It is our duty now to try and preserve every acre possible that 
represents the tragic struggle to form this Nation. 

We cf the 20th South Carolina Volunteers stand in full support and would like 
for you to consider doing whatever may be necessary to acquirer the addition 
land for the Murfreesboro Battlefield Park. 


Thank you for your considerations, Sincerely 


- 


Vincent J. Simonowic2 ITI 


President of ” eo" 





94-97 

Ms. Mary Ann Peckham 

Stones River Battlefield 

3501 Old Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 37129 


Dear Miss Peckham: 


We, the undersigned members and friends of the John Hunt Morgan Camp 270 . Sons of 
Confederate Veterans of Greenbrier, Robertson County, wish to voice our support for 
Alternative 1- the acquisition of approx. 600 ac’. of land to add to the preservation of 
the Stones River Battlefield 


While there will always be places to bui!d other mails, restaurants. homes, etc- the land 
on which our forefathers shed their blood cannot be reproduced. This is sacred ground. 


Sincerely: 
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(2) From: QED at NP-- INTERNET 9/4/97 12:27AM (1063 bytes: 1 In) 


To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 
Subject: Stones River National Battietield 
eee e nr — - eee eeereessscssororrs Message Contents 


Text item 11: Text Iter 
Dear Mrs. Pec«nam, 

I am writing you to express my support for Alternative i, and the 
aquisition of the $75 acres of historic land. As a Tennessean, and one who 


nad ancestore fight for our state, I am pleased that you are working to 
preserve our heritage. We have a beautiful state; we have a state rich in 


history We must iaxe steps now to protect it for future generations. I 
will be sending letters to Senators Thompson and Prist concerning this 
matter. Thank you very much for your work. 
Sincerely, 
Brett 
Moffatt 


SouthBairc 





~ 3, 1997 





Supenntendent 

Stones Ruver National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Sirs. 


I recently learned about the NPS plan to increase the boundares of Stones River National 
Battlefield | believe this is an excellent idea | have visited Stones River on two occasions and 
while the park service 1s doing a good job of interpretation wich the land that it has, it was very 
difficult to understand the whole battle with the Irmrted land owned by us, the Amencan public | 
thought at the teme and still do that the land south and southwesi of the park would be a great 
addition to the park and would allow the staff to property interpret the battle 


My great reat uncle fougin with the 36th ILL Inf at Stones River! would like the land where 
he first fought and the spot where his commanding officer Joshua Sill was killed preserved as a 
memonal to them The land where the 36th ILL fought so gallantly and lost a commanding 
officer at Franklin. TN is lost forever to development We owe it to future generations to 
preserve this hollowed ground 


| understand the current land owners concerns about thea nights, but for the good of the country 
and future generations. it is imperative that the NPS come to a settlement and preserve this land 
If | can be of help i: any way to your goal of acquiring this land. please let me know 


Please send me some detailed information as to what land ts being considered in this acquisition | 
would be happy to pay for the information 
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°] From. QRS) ac wP- iN TERNET 9/4/97 22:29AM (1402 bytes: 1 In) 
STRI Administration at NP--SER 
ct: Murfreesboro 

eteticietieditidtdadeaiedeteiettedntea - Messaje Contents ----------------------------- 


Superintendent Pec«han 

I am writing to you on behalf of the ist S.C. Regiment of Ritles, «nown 
as Orr's R.fles We are a War Between the States reenacting group tat has 
heard of your current plight with deve_opers over an additional 50+ acres 
trying to be added to the Murfreesboro Park We . aS a group, would like to 
let you know that we stand behind the Park Service in acquiring this land and 
Saving it from the dreaded developers of Stip Malls. It would be a great 
waste of American History, and the loss of such a sacred piace where so many 
men fought and died, would be an unfortunate advancement to those who care 
nmething about history and honor but would rather look for themselves by 
tryino to line their pockets with even more money at the expense of America's 
future growing-up without having a place where they can actually see and 
touch history Orr's Rifles urges you to continue in your efforts and to 
spare nothing in your attempt to foil the plans of the property developers 
God's Speed and Good iuck in your noble endeavor! 


For The Cause 


Mike Sullivan 


Lt Commancing 


lst S.C.R.R_, Orr's Rifies 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CUNCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your eas ghout the alternatrves for the future management of Stones River Nanoral 
Battieficid. We are especally mtcresteo m your opmuon of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
acton (ahernst-ve |) 
preferred preposal . As MONy Au jie ots re! 
norte of Le Shes Rive Bau herd ot be 
peserrd as poll in He 18606 om erppezand, 
mr SIGRaearnce + He Leb srewd he Berg | 
“Teo battle sibes heve Lee Wrerituably 
lust in enta Le Cando ot Shot 5.3 ledncys . 
IGN OEnO, rH So-cCallsd poe tS. 1\s a 
Pducaha reemnactan and prawn. 1 eww 
bulnre N\nrenzars ws VA Su He t A benathiue | 


iS Not 2cH, pres 
° ° * RA - Cor Sud bre. dons 
Please send comments by August 12, 1997, tc \st Neb ras nba, Vals 


Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent CMe, wite ond 1 toed dhe Stoned 


Stones River Nanonal Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway River Ba bore July i 4wis coat 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 tee Ug tha Spun Ala we a4 


Address administation@ belle ekdS 20h oz pe Mew ce 
—_ ~ person ne\ 5) 


If you are not yet on the mailing hist and wish to recerve future mnfcrmanhon regardmg ths proyect, 


pleas: give name and 
a 

















RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share vour teas about tie alternanves for the future management of stones River Nanonal 


Battietieid We are especially miterested m your opmmon of the Nabonal Park Service's proposed 
achom (alternative |) 


4 


tun. Be. hh 426 wth wht 


J am aw fer of Wher ature 


sa Fre 0. Haro 





Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckhasn, 

Stones Ruve- National Battiefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mas! Address st_sdmin:strahon@npt gov 


if vou are not yet om the mailing list and wish to re: ewe future information regar oyect. 
r c mation ding this 
please grve vour name and address ” . 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT (GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your sdeas about the alternatrves for the future managemem of Stones Ruve: Nstonal 
Battiefieid We are esmecually mterested wm your opmon of the Nanona! Park Se. nce's proposed 
acton (alternat-ve |} 


Our fam:!y would hie to respond in opposition to alternative | of the proposed 
acton m your General Management Plan We feel esther of the othet two after: atrves are 
fine Basically we feel the park service should ;ust do 8 betier job with whal 0 cy aircacy 
have 

The plan for acquiring 759 addtional acres costing a mimmum of $25 ~ulbor. rs 
an unwise use of taxpayers money (Yes, money from off-shore oul leases 1s ‘axpe, Ts 
money too) The way the Department of the | tenor acquires land is grossly unfax to 
the landowners who Jon? want to se! From cur umvestagstion. most of the loca! property 
owners (our long-time neaghbors and family) do NOT want to sei! 

We further understand that the Park has had over 200 acres for the past exght 
vears which they could scquire, but have not done so yet That alone 1s an outrage’ Why 
don’ you finish that project, and umprove what you have. and forget about another 
expansion” 


Devid and Beth Swain =: 1421 Manson Pike Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Laid 1 Jeon 

— . a 2 

Bett, Nicaiy 


Please send commens by August 12, 1997, 0 
Mary Ann Peckham, 
Stones Ruver Nanonel Bantie field 


350) Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address St_adrowi strapon @nps gov 


if you ar* not yet on the mauling list anc wish to recerve future information regarding Project, 
Please give vour name and address *s 
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August 8, 1997 


Mary Ann Peckham 

Stones River National Battiefieid 
350) Oid Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


! am wrting thes on behalf of my mother. » ho for the last sixty-four years. has owned the 
forty acres referred to as parce! 2 un the alternstrve | proposed schon | also wrrte thrs on 
my own behalf as the owner of @ seventy acre farm located at 15!) Manson Peke_ also 
known dunng the Battic of Stones River as the Widow James home and General Polk's 
headquarters hrs farm has been my home for the last therty-nune years. and | have lbwed 
on one of the other of these two farms for si! of my suxty-three vears Stones River 
Natrona! Battlefield was just on its infemcy when Mother and Dad moved here on 1933 


(et me preface my remarks by saying that | have always been « fnend of the Park | 
appreciate and emoy the Part, and it has 2 good place n our community However. | feel 
you have proposed a pian of cxpansion that 1s unrealictrc unaccestabie and unnecessary 
LSTRONGLY OPPOSE ALTERNATIVE | mm the Draft General Management Pian for 
the reason outlined below 


1 The land ecqursiton process sself hs unfaw, ass slow, ds confusing There ss 20 
one person you can dea! with, and mo one person who can grve you an official, definite 
answer The government should exthe: buy the land, or turn 1 loose and leave the 
Property owner alone he parbcspants on the three public meetings addressed ths 
prattem adequately [ately 1 has been draclosed that after a court condemnation tnal. 
the government can refuse to purchase the property if the property owner ‘ater tes to 
sell « agai. the government can come back and condemn the property for a second time 
is thus faer” Is thes Amonca” 

2 The Park Service staff misicad the public with chem press reicases saving that 
ahernative | would cost $6.573.200 The estunated total cost of $30 to $40 mulhon 1s far 
too rpuch money to he put into & proyect with no more benefits than thrs one Let's spend 
Our money more wisely 

3 The Park has not purchased over two hundred acres from s plan started over cight 
years ego Please do not start another plan unts! you have finshed up the previous one’ 
The Park Service's track record in these matters 1s questionable in the least 

4) The Park 1s not adequaichy marmntasneng the property they already have Whether from 
Dudget cuts or poor icadership, Stones River Nanonal Battiecfield doesn look as good as 
tt ded 2 few years ago in my opnuon, a has detenorated The Park doesn't need to 
expand rts horders untel che staff can take care of what they alreat, ievc 





S The wesior count seems wery cxaggeraied Without question, the $20 to $40 milhon 
of reoperty taken off the city and count) ux rolls will cost more that would be offset by 
the few tours! dollars rece:ved 


tf om vow final decemon you decide to go ageinst loca! pubix apemon and recommend 
ehernatrve | | would respectfully ask you to commder ahtenng the proposed authored 
boundary within the alternate | plan so that | would exctude the forty acre parce! 2 
beloagng © ™ mother Moldred B Swain There ere several logical reasons tor dong 
Os 


| As you look at the map, thes parce! shcks out bike 2 wert Thompson Lane would 
make a nature! boundary for the cast mde of the Part The Park 1s extended enough 
nearby major thoroughfares already Wh, suck 8 porbon of mt across a five-iene, heavily 
traveled roadway? By cxucludeng thes parce! you would clummnate danger and confumon 
for the Park visstors 

2 On your map wtech pornts oul mmpomant sutes from the Kagtie there 1s nowung 
sagmficam noted for perce! 2 

3 Your only reasor. for mchudeng parce! ) «s to “preserve the vaewshed from the 
Proposed tour stop | on the new tow routs © You cannot physically eco parcel ) from 
thes proposed \our stop Gue to trees. bushes und undergrowth Fi ven more important, you 
Cannot see tf because parce! 2 1s caghtcen fect higher im clewahon Al the edge of the 
Property line thes clevanon levels off, then recedes So a “visitor cxpenence” here 1s 
virtuaily impossible making your argument wreak to say the leas! 

4 My mother Mrs Swann 1s presently living in 2 nursing home. where he: financial 
needs are substantial and ummedsete hes farm rs her principe! assct toch she snd my 
father worked si! then ives as a means of secunty for ther old age This asset does not 
need to be ned up indefinitely by the Park Service So uf vou do deed go with 
alternative |, please exclude parcel 2 


Haw.-9 saod all the above | wowid Irke to go on record as fgyenng aligmabat 2 17 vow 
Propose' plan improve what you siready have 


Suncerely, 


NOLLVNIGHOOD GNYV NOLLVETOSNOO 
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Maro ~ 
Sect 3 1997 


Mary Aor Peckrem Supenntence 
Stunes 7 ver Nationa Batiefieis 
350! Oss Nas>wilie Hghwey 
Murtreesboro TN 37129 


Dee Ms Pecaham 


ir resparse to the Ora? Gerers! Managemen Pian for Stones Rrve Nero 
Battiefets now under Conse sion Dy he katona! Park Serwoe | would ke to 
Suppo" the proposed achon Alterngtve | 


| Demeve the accion of new lands to the Nehonal Batteferd will both advance -e 
menrevve gosts oufimed © the GMP and mcrease the jong term vathity of the 
patieted’ park Certainly the abity of 2 tscity such as SNRB to comme to 
meet <3 mssion of hstonca! mierpretaton is fwestened by the ‘apd 
encroachment of af%ic and development As  vesdevt of Murtreesboro | 
weicome the wnengness of the NPS to nvesi m New lands as an opportunity ‘0 
preserve open space m an eres thai wil soon have tile or none wthou! public 
investment 


However | also recogee the fiscal and pokhca! GMhauty of aoconoprsting 
Alternative 17m &s omirety and Deheve some priocties el Nave to be Gertie 
should Congress Choose to authore ar exnavwmon = in fhe Quite possiue ewe 
that the Park Service o not able to win suppor for as entre pian | would urge 
yOu to adopt 8 poucy wich tevors those lands Goses! to the exiting boundanes 
(ir parhculer | would uke to urge early sTenton to parcels 3 4 and 5 as defined 
wn the plan 


Tne Stones River Natora! Battiefeid 3 a vatuabie asset for Our COmmunty and 
the nator as awnole As Rutherford County moves toward *s proected 
population of Neary 300 O00 people m the comng Geceaes we wt! not reg7et any 
actions teken Now woh preserve opportunites for the future 


Jcupn 


ts tat ogi, 


a — ee Gutta | ad 
Letters od JS unt 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternanves for the future management of Stones River Nanona! 
Bartlefield We are especially interested in your opinion of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |) 


We are opposed to alternative | of the National Park Service's proposed General 
Management Plan fur the following reasons 

| The estrmated $20 to $40 million cost of this plan is far too much to be put into a 
project of this type Our tax dollars would be better used for other things 

2. The 10 to 15 years to implement the plan unnecessanly and unfairly wes up the 
property of our family and neighbors 

3 Putting a boundary around citizen's homes and farms that you may or may not purchase 
1S contrary to Amencan principles 

4 The NPS already has approximately 200 acres they are legally authorized to buy, bul 
after eight years, they still haven't purchased it They should purchase what !s already 
authorized before launching into et another unrealistic project 

5. Stones River National Park now has more land than it can adequately maintain They 
should concentrate on doing a better yob with what they have and forget about expanding 
6 The land acquisition process by the Deparument of the Intenor unfairly puts the 
landowner at the mercy of the whims of the government 

7. The tax loss when this property goes off city and county tax rolls with not be offset by 
tourist dollars, therefore the city and county will have to subsidize the park indirectly 


tu ey Ane ue, ay . . Ce 
v/ 
Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 
Mary Ann Peckham, S: 
Stones Ruver National Battlefield 


3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37:29 


E-mail Address stri_administration@nps gov 


David & Lucy Swain Trenkle 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to receive future information regard 
’ this pros 
please grve your name and address — 














DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternatrves for the future management of Stones River Nanona! 
Battiefield. We are especially interested m your opinion of the National Park Service's proposed 
action (alternative |) 


mMurpsectas * ws 
sarnepst ney that ancthen Wel- Mart welt mee ger 

UL hast settd ma matimal a 
perbr and Aut aly frond him Ae he aes i, 
ml - recrtnsdl , ard aa fe Mherufrte, 
Murphree urutd te he Ae have met Fw me 
hut Achat st Mar:mtinid ty Ate yla aa r : 
an Me alies “tecawy, ¢ ohrenaly apport tlaunalic +. 


Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 


E-mail Address stri_administration@nps.gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to recerve future information regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 


Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to: 


Mary Ann Peckham, Supermtendent 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the ahternatrves for the future management of Stones River Navona! 
Battlefic ld. We are especially mteressed mn your opumon of the Nanonal Park Service's proposed 
schon (alternative |) 


wl am om faves of He Pork Aewine poped alternate #/ tr 
Aa perd tht parte. “The tr pemaen wntd senamic demas te tee 
Marfrescbere ansa Threngh cmraed fruriom ) Bnd om Prbstwny anol on thpref - 
~y He ott of tn smperten tutat an HS. duadrrg , at world Lt a tatasurt 

poset al nivations Remsricane. 

* ~~ pes of S, Aypenpe they widh tht tenctvma of fhe 
Proper, cwntre whe weld It Ja ae a Aint of th Oc fr sien , On 
Has other Rand, at a0 0 fred tat the lage opin tascts guts of Momsen Pike 
nt nef aaa de rimarn saelatd dhe amcreach mints of da mtben 
4 pansion of the city of Merfrsmeterss Soma tint <~ He 2)°* Comerg , 
Sng ot commercial divelepmint if it i nef 


tad paste =~ Fhe wrtee tt Park Sunvice wioksa dr acgucrt 5 tock Henge 

word only add dx Hu pxtome 4 traffs¢ and emmytatren Het Ke aaty alualy 
a Acktet Hut mang proptty cwntre wld de wibhing de Auk 

wih dhe Pgh Sturica Af the US Govtrnmint wold Aemthew find a weg br 
Please send com.ne 1s by Aagust 12, 1997, to — 


Eman] Address stn_admunustranon@nps gov 
If you are not yet on the mailing hst and wish to recerve future information regarding this project, 


t 


please give your name and address 














(Bn plrtaty om dhe marking Lat) 





[24! From at NP--INTERNET 9/2/9397 ii:46PM (3407 bytes: i In) 
To. STRI Administration at NP--SER 
cc: Senator Thorpson@thompson.senate.gov at NP--INTERNET, 
Senator Vrist@frist .senate.gov at NP--INTERNET, Bart@hr.house.gov at 
NP - - INTERNET 
Subject: Stones River Battlefield 


ee ere er eee reser eceree w+------- Message Contents ---------r errr rrr rrr 


Dear Mrs. Peckhar, 


As I mentioned to you last week when I called, the Tennessee Division of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans was contacted by preeminent historian Ed Bearss 
in regards to the proposed expansion of the Murfreesboro battlefield. Mr 
Bearss contacted Thomas Cartwright, curator of the Carter House Museum in 
Franklin. Mr. Bearss had asked for the help of the Scns of Confederate 
Veterans, especially the Tennessee Division, in an effort to save one of the 
most significant portions of the Murfreesboro (Stones River) battlefield I 
had thought that the acquisition was certainly going forward, and had no idea 
that there was any dispute. In my capacity as the head of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans in Tennessee, and realizing that others were certainly 
in the dark as well, 1 posted my information regarding the problems that are 
taking place with the proposed enlargement. 


Durine my conversation with Thomas Cartwright of the Carter House I 
mistakenly wrote down that Alternative 1 was for only 55 acres, as opposed tc 
the 575 or so that it actuall, is. I have beer copied to many letters from 
preservationists and historians, and I see tha: many have included my remarks 
that the acquisition is for only 55 acres. We, “oO a man, completely support 
the proposal to acquire as much property as possible. 


Let me state my position on this matter. I will be working toward this 
acquisition not for Mr. Bearss nor for the National Park Service, nor for the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans. I will be doing this for my ancestors who trod 
on those killing fields I will be taking a etand for the boys in gray and 
blue. They can not s and for themselves anymore. The world has never known 
of such a confiict between men so alike, yet so different. 


I believe that there can be a common ground between the owners property 
rights and the hopes of folks like me. Murfreesboro is <nown for one thing 
throughout the world, and that is the battle that took place on her grounds. 

I drive past innumerable strip malls and shopping centc~s every time that I 
visit the park, and I maintain that Murfreesboro does not need another strip 
mali at the expense of the men who are buried upon that field today If this 
property is not acquired in the near future by the NPS, then Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, and indeed the world, will be poorer for it. 


Please accept this letter as a total endorsement of your plans to expand the 
park boundaries along the lines of Alternative 1 to include $75 plus acres 

[ hope that my elected representatives will consider this request as we)l 

i have spoken to the offices of all three that are copied to this, and I 
hope that they perceive the importance of thie once, and iast, Opportunity of 
a lifetime. Thank you for your work and for your consideration of my 
opinion. Lest we forget! 


James Turner 


TL - Sons of Coafederate Veterans 
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[15] From: “Daniel C. Tuttle* QD at we-- 0s TeRWET 6/31/97 2-22 


PM (1079 bytes: 1 in) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

Subject: Expansion of Stones River National Battlefieid 
reerwoess Message Contents -------- 


Text item 1: Text Iter 


Dear Ms. Peckham, 

This letter is to voice ry wholehearted support of the purchase of an 
additional fifty acres of land to expand the Stones River Nationa. 
Battlefield As a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans whose 
ancestors fought with the Army of Tennessee, I can think of no finer tribute 
than to further hallow the ground on which they fought I fear that too 
many of cur historical sites are ending up under developrents of ome sort or 
arcther Please let we know if there is anything I can do to help in this 
matter Thank You. 

Sincerely, 
Daniel C. Tuttie 





September 1, 1997 


Mary Ann Packhaa, Superintendent 
Stones River National Battiefield 
3581 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 


Dear Ms. Peckhaa; 


A couple of days ago I learned of the exciting possibility te 
enlarge your wonderful Battlefield Park. I visited this year on ay 
way to Oklahoma, and was immediately struck by the beauty of the 
landscape, and the wonderful way the cannon and other related itens 
were displayed. The visitor's Center was one of the cleanest I 
have encountered, and the peopie on duty, the friendliest, and agost 
informative. Ho questions without answers. I have recommended to 
all my Civil War friends that have not seen your Park, that they 
should sake it a point to stop by if in the vicinity. 


I am pleased to tell you that I! definitely support 
ALTERBATIVE OME. as the best alternative of the three presented. 
It makes sense to preserve as auch as possible of the area. 


SUPPORT ALTERMAT! | ii! 


I hope you and your staff, and the Park Service are able to 
realize this expansion, and I look forward to the day that I can 
see the enlarged Park!!! 


, 
/ 


Jf 
Sincerely, 
4 - 
a 


A (’ J 
habeY pa lant 


Wouter K. Vanderwa!l 
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August 2, 1997 


Mary Craig. President 
Fnends of Stones River NB 
Murfreesboro. Tennessee 


Dear Mary, 
Your letter of July 9, 1997 received __ please forgive the late reply 


The General Management Plan was awesome reading If my response 
1s Rot too late, | certainly favor Alternative | of the Plan Not much 
else to add, except keep up the good work Enclosed please find 
$10 00 for 97 dues plus $20 for your general fund 


if you have the opportunity, please say helle to a fellow that 1s due 
there mm three weeks. That 1s Brad Quinlin from Georgya. the leader - 
histonan of a great group of Reenactors with Co A 2ist OVI from the 
Atlanta area They allow me to be a paid-up, non-performing member 
of thew Co A, and showed me a good tume at Chickamauga last fall 


Jum Ogden put me in touch with Brad a few years ago The results of 
tus research over many, many years 1s astounding, and he has shared 
much My mother's grandfather George Leonard, Co E 49th OVI had a 
brother that survived four years with Co A, 21st OVI Both were at 
Stones River as near as | can tell, along with other cousins/bros-in-law 
Absalom Kleckner of Co A 21st OVI, at the tme 7 recent groom of 
Ehzaheth Leonard, was killed by a munuball in the forehead at about 9 
am on Dec 31st 1 enclose for your enjoyment a copy of two letters 


Sincerely, 


Mla. Lies, Lo 


G_ Allan - 








Civil War Latiers Obvo Soldiers Of Hammock Cowmy wt @e 2 i Otee Votuneer infasery and ¢ < 4% Oto Volumicer 
infaxery .ctramsmbed wh permeswon of Mihact Lcoaard of Findley. Oto fer the Leonard Famuly Hrsory 


an cucerpr - bemers #24 and £25 


4. Ocar wie «Dex 25. 1862 (ome dey before che Uruon Are started toward the Rebel Arety at Murfreesboro} 

| gow se Gown & wre you 4 few (umes (2 answer: 10 you tenet of @e 100 end whach | received yemerday the 
24h whule | was os packet kt ea 2 weicom: weer it found me wel! and hearty | bape when these few lenes find 
thew way w my dear one they will fend you the samc! was glad w bear che owt recespts got home safe | was uneasy 
shuns! thems for awhele but ais ng chow Gem sow You sad you did ant tn.» where John gut = epuch monry © nd 
home We onty got 3 months pay | well ecfl you he ded ame send any hore the last payment before @rs He lem $30 w 
enc of the foys umnd chs peydsy He see 6 months pay Ges me. that ss he reason he had so oma bh 

I sere you 3 cxemths pay wtuch amounted w $50 Jobe scm 6 months psy which was $60. Now who scm the most 
moncy | dom @uak there was 2 mer oe Gur company sem 25 Geach moery bore os I Gad {lene $5 more day =| oct 8 
éoftars for « geet peydey Now | will ell you why TW gave tes money. Whee we got our moncy he said he was azerng to 
wend every com of a | eid bur be bad hener cad Pap some money for they have had a hard ome of « there dus fal’ 
and be sond eeed 0} all the money be could get. | ended haem | was going om tet bem heve ali he monary | had to sparc. 
He thes told ene te would bet mz have 20 dollars 1 ' wamed x | dinaghs | had beer ake it for of | God nox he would 
spead «| eook the toonry and got s recent wo sad Beane whole | was wrmag 8 ieetcr mo seed woth Ue recent 
Waleers came and brought ban a part of boos | then anid bare he hod bere: ict me give Pap tem 20 dollars cf hus. He 
ee wold me | should et tem Gave a Now when you Gree yaw monry. | went you to give bem wha Till gave me You can 
wef tum how you got Ger moncy. They cast blame you for & ot me. | dour all | could wm get him to scod & to Pap. but 
| could "ea get bmn co any be would send too bor «| want you w tet fom haw: what moncy | sem to you /f he wants 
. when you drew your monry you car go and sec haw whether bc wan or moet ff he dors. fet bem have ot You can 
wake 6 oer for ot. ff be dom wast « you can do what you dunk few with « §=You wanted t kauw what | scar chat back 
for | was afrasd some one sught get hold of u and rcad uf aad make a fs shout « | thought the safes plan would 
be wscod theck | had ap reason to aesbebeve one word of a | always Dehe-e all you wrer w met almow 
forgot thes os Cinrtstamas § There is aothing goung on here roday ft is the lonewanest Christmas ever | seen [ wish | 
had someting « send you fw a Chnstmas gmk but | have avching to send | wil! scad you some Sromey ch thas ierter 
and you can get our for yourself | will Bave to qguu wring for dus ame for & os getung so dark | can hardly sec 
Facuse me foe Ges cme Ne more hut roman your wue hustand §Gond bye 

Abd EF. Kiechser to E. F. Kieckhaer 


The last lexer of the collechon wren by Abb, 11 davs before he wens tailed at the Bem’: of Seomes River an December 
31. 1862 The followarg ieaer was written four davs later by hes bride of 11 months. Elizabeth Leonard Kieckner 


28. Dearest dears Sabbath aficrnnon 4 octoch fan 4h. 1863 (ar home wm dagiich Township. neor Findlay. Ohio) 

| now st Gown to wre het who ist! am wrnng to is ot 2 live hushand of 1 ot a dead husband §God 
knows. but | dom know | hope you are alive. | have 2 little hope on whack to build while writing Gus lcmer and dur 
‘sds | have asked God for mondhs past to protect my dear bushand and to sucid you from dhe bullets providing wou 
were called emo a hastle §=He hes prommerd me the dewire of ay heart. this is my hope. | know he has amewered any 
prayers in other days. why on gow | koe om whether you were in the Battle of Murfreesbore of not Diapak bes have 
come but ant very wetstactory a me Despatches assy or mennor cfficers that were nied helonging 0 Resecrams Army. 
CO how | dread so hear the true repent | capect | woudd feel worse if | kuew you were tilled. fut my dear onc. | fee! 
from the bottom of mmy hear today | hope these few lines will find you sii! at Nashville alive and weil | am weil 
way | have got well of the cold | had wha | wroee law. | ap all righ age 

Pap has had a big time wis tes tech, he canpiv cold im bes face or jaw His face sweiled all ewer had | 
deat duak you world have koow sham = The dey we buachered be was at ale w help. He was in bed part of the nme 
Sides (Leonard. wacie) and Joe Phat doar ail but salting tre meat away Pap done thet homecif We huschered tie Ind 
we fimsthed yemerday the Jed it carned both cays and both mghes |i raed al! foreanen today. poured down but has 
cleared off sow and the cun is shining and geone cold.) The mad is almost kuce deep to a horse. Last Tuesday. 3b. 0 
snowed all day as hard as it could powr down night on mud and water The ex mormag the sow was near 4 mnches docp 
agen. The scx! day cve the snow was al! gone again se yeu gmp there & some mrad here cow. | wear deren we see your 
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folks yemerday after suppet | ul! you Gry are beeing 4 teme Gere Ges wom Yow mother ew geming beuct 
sithowgh at atic 10 st up ow of Ded Day befose yomerday she took worse and bad 2 very bec eli Y cmrrdey 
oecnwo Oc Sad amaber bed pei! Sir has heen very Cosme ever mance she got ock hut gow worse char fefore She 
nas © te piysx amd when of meets Ber howets se wid me las mgt’ seemed oo her Gee passage wm proeed neErty up 
then wher the Norerts mowed « would po to that ght place amd Gere | wowks sup Then she spys She hs sh ewtul 
parns dhrowgh her ot mearty bolls her She vs very low hut whnic dhere « life cere w Rope in Ghee last emer | sont 

yc Marr was mot well. Sie did ax get apy bemer but grew worse. The firs: of last werk she was ken Gown bad Shr 
«owt of be: Scad mow of the mae She knew aoe last git She bas got oo deaf Get whew Ghcy ilk wo ber Gry alk 

as Gacy were @leng & sommoune wt the barn The doc mys ber fever os the sinioag rypiw fever te lowest grade of 

Ca tever “crest of nem ane well. Frec’s wile is sill at your Pags. she beigs Amy & Ge work, Pred ss all 

a ow ~ Lecingion WB bas oo come yet. aruthet dos be wee apy Yt eer cin De Comtacnly wii) mee 
hejore nary Geys bet | dom gow where thew hope 1: for he aever umd be was commag so scom | hewe mot heer we ocr 
Cart ome you wen away ‘wces came yomentsy he: Sem Swihert dead and tunes Jeet. George and FE veasucred 
Joe’. shes he wet © comp. go sick. Sem went and wok core of bum Gill be wos able & comme howx on ferlough afr 
weet Sem ook the camp Giaree and has sace Ged. George ss ck and Ge bowpasl, Now 3 or ¢ man of oid Mats 
faccly are town with the same discaee | gneve her o afl the death | baw et bes happened wace ) eror les Kee 
(Galerape) and ‘tary Wiesiey rue off de other day w Michagas (Rafs Moore's suet mine! om pei aartecd «Mary 1s |” 
and Ken 18 Lam Monday | washed and tedt a sock. Tuesday | bt one. Wednendey | Lomemenced Gc Gra oar of 2 pas 
10 ac’ ck 264 oefore & at mein | had che lew onc of @e per dome ff | had commenced at § -o Ge Guorueng | could have 
tomt 3 waks [| was |!) Kowrs kamering that pair and milked 2 cows and fed thom in he |! hours 


O Page appear w be wacsng’” 


barre! ami then stopped in che mgtt = Thcy swotr and heard somedheng wf whe kewhen callin, 2 Dudgeom = Sache 
Dedgroa be pa Light and wem 10 and hebokd it was tes old wuskey | had ap wr Moles and you know how 1 would 
sound comming out of Ge barsel | wesh they had bored 2 bok 19 the ead of the barrel wah a gui: «= Ghent would 
aii cum ow before be would have heard a Well, love. | believe | hewe wold you all he acws for es Game ft os sow 
porng on ten The rest have all gone co bed = | ae owt om the buchen wring | wrth you was bere wo skeep with me 
tomg™ 6 months ago Gus day | mok you » marry | bape you will be home before 6 months mor: Somer @uek Ox oar 
wll soon be ower | hope ot will, che Lord grew it Be « pond boy and come home as sue as you cas | would send you 
a uape: fl thought you wuuld ger ho more hut ever remme your kning amd truc wife Avet Marthe amd chskdren at 
welt Thats all Wrne sooe Good mght. love Sworn sleep 10 you 

E. F. Kieckner to my only and bes friend A. E. Kieckner 
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Please send comments by September 12. 1997, 1 


Mary Aan Peckham Supenntenden 
Saones River Naponal Battlefield 
350! Old Neshvile Highwry 
Murfreesboro, Teanessee 37! 29 


E-mal Address stn_sdmmstrsvon@ar« gov 


Mf you aft nox yet on the mailing het and wish to recerve future informauon regarding ths project, 
please grve your name and address 
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Mary Ann Peckham 
Supenntendent 

Stones River Natonal Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Hwy 
Murtreesboro, TN 57129 


Dear Ms Peckham 


Please accept this letter of support for Alternative | in the NPS's General Management 
Plan for the Stones Ruver Nanonal Batti=field I beheve the park sermoe has prepared a 
carefully thought out plan that goes far m protect:ng and interpreting the battieficid 
Having attended your meetmy on June 2S*. | can sympathuze with the property owners 
directly impacted by future land acquismions However. the vast majonty of citizens mm the 
county, state and nation will greatly benefit culturally, recreationally and economucally bv 
this expanded assct 


One idea that | hope will be conudered relates to the James House and sur ounding 
property on Mansor Pike As vou know. this house was the headquarters of Genera! 
Polk. it has surwved well intact, and ts surrounding context 1s essentially undeveloped 
Whule funds may rot be avaslable within the neas fisture for acquismon, | hope that furthe: 
ConsCer 8thon 1 woven Loward Uns site 


Again. | think the park service has done an excelent job. and please keep up the great 
work 


Sincerely 








Mary Anr: Peckham 
Supenntendem 

Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Hwy 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 








Dear Ms Peckham 


In accordance with your letter of August 5*, 1997, please accept these comments of my 
consulting team preparing the Bartlefield Corrudor Transportation Pian with respect 10 
the July 10°, 1997 letter from Murfreesboro City Planning Director Joseph Aydelott 
Clearly. there are some potential conflicts between the proposed alternatives of the NPS’s 
Genera! Management Plan and the recently-developed City and County thoroughfare P 
plans However, it is also noteworthy that Mr Aydelort’s letter pre-dated our August 12 
and September 24* meeungs for our Battlefield Transportanon Corridor Plan wn whoch 
mans of these issues were addressed, and it is likely thar some of his tmual concerns have 
now been satisfied Please consider the following issues raised in his Juty | 0* letter 


Manson Pike improvements 

The most recent drafts of the city-wide and county wide thoroughfare plans propose three 
11 lanes for Manson Pike and substantial alignment and clear zone (20 ft ) changes, 
while our battlefield corndor plan proposes only two 12 8 lanes, woh clear zones and 
alignment changes being kept to a mumumum. For the City and/or County to implement the 
proposed three-lane scheme. the existing 30 ft nght-of-way would clearly need 
expanding, as the thoroughfare plan's proposed 36 ft road cartway could not be 
accommodated, much ess the additional right-of-way needed NPS acqutsition of land 
south of Manson Pike would result in the local governments having to acquire new ROW 
land from the NPS rather than a more willing property owner who would directly berefit 
from such improvements Qur plan's proposed two-lane alternative should be a good 
compromuse that allows the road to be expanded whule still protecting the integrity of the 
battlefield 


Interstate Interchange 

At this point in time, it 1s still unclear whether the proposed mterchange at Manson Pike and 
1-24 will ultumately be included i the thoroughfare plans However, it is the bebef of our 
proyect team’s transportation consultants that such an interchange is not justifiable amyt:me 
within the foreseeable future If the GMP’'s proposed acquisnion of land at the southeast 
quadrant of thus intersection were to occur pnor to the acquisrtion of land for a new 
interchange, the necessary land acquisition and development of the interchange would be 
much more difficult and include Section 106 review in accordance with the 1966 Nationa! 
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Histone Preservanon Act A recent iddimon to the thoroughfare pians 1s the provimos of an 
umterchange at |-840 and Beasiey Road, which our bartiefeid planning group supports as & 
means of rebeving some trafic demand on the battiefield corndor roads In short, our plan's 
support of thai merchange whsle discouraging the |-24 interchange, which we bebeve to be 
unwarranted, ts @ sound comprormse 


The thoroughfare plans have suggested at least three options for che alignment and 
termananon of the Northfield Bivd extension All three opnons would terminate east of 
Thompson Lane, with one opnoa bang on Thompson Lane north of Mansos Pike, 
another beang on Thoempson Lane south of Manson Pike. and a therd being on Manson 
Pike itseif Depending upon the road's exact alignment, amy or al! of these opnors mught 
confhet with Ahernatrve | of the NPS General Managemem Pten, as they ugh traverse 
the property *argeted for scqusmon by the NPS on the northeast quadrant of the 
imtersecnoo of Manson Pike and Thompson Lane 


There 1s mertt to Mr Aydelott’s suggestion that a fourth alternative be conmdered that 
would entail the scqursinen of land north of Manson Pike and west of Thompson Lane 
rather than as now proposed in Alternanve | However, while such an ahernanve could 
244 contiguous lands to the park while containaeng the park within Key @usting road 
Loundanes, it would fi] to preserve the most lustoncally ngnsficant snes still not mctuded 
withen the NPS-owned national battlefield (Sul’s Hill. Gresham House Se, Bock Kiln 
Smte) 


Tour Routes 

The proposed tour routes for Alternatives | and 2 of the General Management Pian would 
include poruons of Olid Nashville Hwy and Manson Pike beyond the park boundanes, but 
a mgmuficant pari of the routes would still remain withen the park boundanes [he starting 
and fireshing pots for the tour route would also continue to Gast withen the current park 
boundanes Whule the concern over potennal conflicts between local traffic and visitors us 
an important rssue, m should not prectude routes thet leave the NPS boundanes 


Many nabonal battiefield parks in other parts of che country feature tour routes that leave 
the part, and they do so without amy mgnrficant problems Furthermore, the County 
recently spent thousands of dollars to develop an expanded tour route brochure (o 
encourage such routes The “substandard condition of the existing roadway” will be 
remedied once the City and County thoroughfare plans are adopted and umpiemented 
Most importantly. this issue has been studied by one of our project team members, Ross 
Tilghman of TDA Illino:s His analysis of the GMP’s proposed tour route concluded that 
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genera! traffic” Similarly, Mr Tlighman conchuded in his report that Alternatrve 2 
“creates few conflicts with general traffic ” 


In summary, the Murfreesboro Planning Dwector’s July |0* letter ‘uses several good 
posnts and, as noted previously, that letter sgmificantty pre-dates the mast re cnt mectings 
and discussions of the battlefield corndor advisory commmee We beheve that the NPS's 
General Manegement Plan and the City and County thoroughfare pians do indeed pose 
some conflicting objectves, but can peacefully co-east if consendus is reached wich 
balances the key objectrves of both Gocuments A good starting pou will be to use our 
recently-completed Raitiefield Corridors Transportation Pian as & means of comprocuse 











NOTE: This letter from Philip Walker was written in response to a 
request by Jim Huhta, Chairman, Steering Committee, Transportation 
Corridors Plan, and Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent of Stones River 
National Bartlefield. Mr. Walker was asked to comment on the letter 
that was submitted on July 10, 1997, by Joseph Aydelott, Planning 
Director for the City of Murfreesboro, which contained comments on 
the Draft General Management Pian. Mr. Aydelott’s letter, which is one of 
the agency letters included in this section of the document, expresses a 
number of concerns regarding the effect that alternatives | and 2 may 
have on traffic and transportation in the vicinity of the national battlefield. 
Mr. Walker's firm, Community Planning & Research, recently completed 
a study for Rutherford County entitled Stones River Battlefield 
Transportation Corridors Plan. The plan offers alternative solutions to 
transportation improvements that might be prompted by future growth 
near the national battlefield 


Editor 
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RESPONSE FORM 
Jocke F Worren 


WRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
Agust 19, 1987 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Please share your ideas about the alternatives for the future management of Stones River National . 
Battiefield. We are especially mterested in your opmion of the National Park Service's proposed Very Ann Pecknom, Supernterdent 
acton (atemnaove |) Stores 2ver Notora: Bc'tie’ elc 
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Please send comments by August 12, 1997, to 


Mary Ann Peckham. Superintendent 
Seones Ruver Naenonal Batticfieid 
3501 Old Nashville , 
Murfrcesboro, Tennessee 37129 


F-mai) Address stn_admmustration@nps gov 


If you are not yet on the mailing list and wish to recerve future mformation regarding this project, 
please give your name and address 
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(1] “rom: Kory Wells QS sa* NP-- INTERWET 7/15/97 1:39P™ (1 


866 bytes: 1 in) 
To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 
Subject: Stones River National Battlefield expansion 


CPPCC SS eee cee eet oe eee ePSOSOe® Measage Contents -----------------7-+44er- 


Text item 1: Text Item 


To Me. Mary ‘nn Peckham, Superinte dent 
Stones Ri\*r National Battlefield 
Murfreesbo o, TN 


From: (Ms.) Kory Fells 
2123 Londonc *rry Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129-1310 
Keleey@worldne  .att met 


Dear Me. Peckham, 


I am writing to you to express ~y dismay over the proposed conditions 
under which the National Park Sei ‘ice is attempting to expand the 
boundary of Stones River National Bea °**field here in Murfreesboro. 


Although 1 could cautiously support the expansion of the battlefield, I 
completely oppose the method by which the NPS and Department of Interior 
may take this property. Comdemnation, with the actual purchase some time 
in the distant future and the purchase price subject to seemingly 
endless litigation, places affected property owners in an intolerzably 
devastating situation, both financially and emotionally. I find such 
treatment of my fellow citizens unconscionable 


Perhaps you could pursue the development of an expansion plan which 
would include immediate and fair market value funding for the purchase 
of the properties in question, as well as consideration for individual 
property owners who do not want to immediately move. As the situation 
stands now, however, I am AGAINST the park expansion. I urge you to 
develop an expansion plan which is more sensitive to the affected 
property owners 


Thank you for your coneideration of thi« iseue 


Respectfully yours, 


Kory Green We-'s 


Kory Wells 
Kelsey Associates, Inc 
Kelsey@eorldnet att.net 
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STRI Adwinistrat.on at NP--SER 
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Mary Ann Pecknam. Superintendent 
Stones ®.ver National Bat: .efieid 
3501 O.d Nasnvilie Higo-way 
Marireesbor Tm 37219 


Dear Ys Pec«hat 


I am advined by some of ny friends in Middle Tennessee shat there has arisen 
“tat appears to be an excellent opportunity for the National Park Service ‘to 
acqj.ire additional lands to incorporate into she Stones River National 
Baitilefield "=3s atea was “he scene of a significant struggle dur.ng the 
@at Between the States and my wife and I had the p.cagsure to tour the park 
iast year We enjoyed our visit and want to ict you know that we are picased 
wita the etiorts of the National Park Service in preserving the unique 
eleme-ts of a special part of American history. We just got back from a 
Labor Day trap to Vicksburg NMP anc were pleased to see the high quality of 
he new publications available and cepecially the audio tape avai able tor 
the driv.irg tour Stones River wae our fisst exposure to the aud.o tape 

irs and it certainly enhances the experierce of driving through the park 
¥¢ support your efforts to improve and expand tre par« and the presentation 
f its aastory | am oppesed to contemporary efforts by various individuals 
and institut.ioms to rewrite or revise history and believe tat the Nationa. 
Pars Service, although part of our Federal Govercrent. ana as such direct iy 
descended irom my ancestors’ Union adversarics, doce an caceptional job in 
presenting a factual history of our country's strucg.le during the 1460's 

niy by a fair presentation and treatmert of history can the issues of thar 
“ime pe understood by us many years iater 


i have absolutely mo complaint whatsoever about the taxes that i pay being 
sed, at least in some part. wisely for the preservation, upkeep and 
rproveren: of our rational sistoric and natural treasures ' cannot say 
this about sore of the other federal expenditures 


: understand that there ray be some opposition to the proposed acquisiticn of 
lard As 2 recall tne area in which the Stones River National Battlefiecid 
Park .s situated, I cannot think of @ better use for the adjacent land than 
fo amcorporate such into tre Park 

: am kv owledgeable ard sensitive to the conflict between private pr rty 
rights and the ability of a governmental entity (municipal, state or federal 
to “congemn" property under the principles of eminent domain There is 
aiways some measure of sacrifice in an eminent domain proceeding, however, as 
iong a8 there appears to ce a good and justifiable reason for the 

condernat ior if fair compensation ie tendered and due consideration given to 
the landowner. I @incerely be.ieve that any such sacrifice of the one is 

juet ified because of the benefit to all of our citizens Clearly the higheet 
arc beet use of any property ad-acent to the Park, which ras an identifiable 
connection with the battie or which is necessary for the Park infrastructure, 
is for such to be included within che Park bourdaries 





I urge you to direct your efforts to secure the approval for the acquisition 
of this land tor a fair price and continue to enhance the Battlefield Park. 

It is an important place in American and Tennessee history and its continued 
improvement and enhancement should be ct the highest pr:ority 


Respecttiully. 


Jota. T. Wilkinson IIt 
Atto at Lew 





cc: 

Congressman Bart Gordon 

Senator Fred Thorpso: 

Senator Bill Frist 

James Turner. Tennessee SCV Division Commander 
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8 September 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckhas 

Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Mashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Ta 37129 


Re: Expansion of the 
Stones River Nacional 
Battlefield 


Dear Ms. Peckhas; 


I have followed with interest the debate over the proposed 
expansion of the Stones River National Battlefield in the 
Nashville Tennessean, the Daily News Journal and the City council 
geeting of 4 September 1997 which was televised. 


I am not an involved property owner who will be directly affected 
by any expansion of the Battlefield. I am an interested taxpayer 
who will be paying for any such expansion. 


I aa opposed to any expansion of the Battlefield for many reason. 


Expansion end financing of any purchase is at the whia and 
discretion of the Congress. The regional director from Denver 
in his in his report sore than 10 years ago stated he foresaw 
mo realistic chance for financing any acquisition in the 
foreseeable future. If financing is mot available, there is 
mo need to tie up the property or to expand the Battlefield. 


The Park Service is probably correct in stating the sale of 

the property by any property owner is not prohibited. However, 
when a prospective buyer learns of the involvement of the Park 
Service, tne saie fails. 


The comstitution forbids the taking of @ citizens property 
without just compensation. Therefore, if the Park Service 
Gecices to expand and include properties within its boundary, 
the Park Service shouid purchase and pay for the property 
proaptly. 


The idea of the value of @ property being set by a court in 

@ condeanation proceeding is the rican way. But to then 
Say the ruiing of the court is bibding upon the property owner 
and not upon the Park Service and the Federal Government is 
nypocrisy at its worst. 





The edvocates of expansion indicated the baitle of Stones River 
includes gany thousands of acres of land. What is to keep the 
Park Service froe wanting the entire city of Murfreesboro and/or 
Seyrna. These cities were wichin the battle ares and should 

be preserved? If the Park Service is so intent on #zpansics, 

the first course should be to secure the money to pruchase any >. 
coveted property. ie . 


The Federal Governsent presently controls about 308 of “all lands. | 
Surely, that is plenty of land held by the gowernsent for the 2 
good ct the peop e. ° *s 


The Park Service has not done a proper job in the maintenance 
of the present facilities. If the Congress will not sa2intain 
the property sow within the Park Service, and the Park Service 
Goes not have sufficient funds to keep up the property, there 
is no need to take on more land and/or responsibility. 


I"ll cecap by stating I as against the expansion of the Stoncs 
River National Battlefield for the several reasons statec. 


Dick L. wWillgtord 
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Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent Moaday 8 September, 1997 
Stoacs River Nateenal Battlefield 

3301 Old Nastivdlle Highs av 

Murfressboro, Tennessee 37129 


Subject: Proposed General Management Plan (CMP) for Stones River Battlefield 


Dear Superiniendent. 


1 support Alternative | of the GMP as it both enlarges the preserved area of the battle- 
field as well as amproses its interpretation for the benefit of the visitor. 

the Batsle of Stones River was significant for many reasons. It was a major battie of the 
Civil War and was the biggest battle west of the Aileghenies. Eight -three thousand men engaged 
in battle over a three day period resuiting in more casualtves (24.645) than those at the better 
known battle of Shiloh (25,741). The total casualties were the cighth highest of any Civil Wav 
battle. The ( nion casualty rate was the highest of the war; the Confederate casualty rate was 
second only to Gettysburg 

Stones River was the first big engagement of the L a:on campaign to split the Confederacy 
which eventually bed te Major General Sherman’s March to the Sea and his capture of Sa annah 
in December. 1864. The possession of the battlefieid by Union forces after Bragg's withdrawal 
helped offset the € avon losses suffered at the batties of Fredericksburg in Virginia aad 
Chickasaw Bayou in Mississippi, both fought earlier im December 1862. President Lincoin 
telegraphed (eneral Rosecrans on January 5, 1863 expressing his personal thanks and 
the nation’s gratitude. “Ged bless you and all with you.” Soon thereafter, the US Ambassador to 
Fagtand used the good news from Stones River te convince Britain that the United States would 
eventually win the war and discourage their support for the Confederacy 

Psychologically , the Confederate defeat at Stones River was especially detremenial to the 
South. The Arms of Tennessee had previously been beaten at Shiloh and driven out of 
Keatuchy. The Battle of Stones River not only signified the end of the Confederacy's attempt to 
recapture Keatuchy, ot was alse ther first step om the way (0 losing control over middie 
Tennessee. These successive losses for the South caused a feeling of despair shat undermined the 
South's ability to ressst the Northern aggressor: and helped support a growme, opimen that 
Geenerai Braga was incapable of winning victores. Bragg was eventually relieved of command 
of the Confederate Army of Tennessee after his loss to the | nioa Army of the Cumberland at 
( hichamagua. the same armies that fough: ¢ Stones River. 

Sgmificant battieficid actions occur: .d ai Stones River including Brigadier General Phil 
Sherndan’s fighting retreat that stalled the Confederate drive on the firsi morning of battle long 
enough for the L avon army to reestablish itself in the Round Forest and fead off sabsequent 
attacks later that day. Sherndan’s action m recognued as one of thr most successful fighnng 
withdrae als of the war and launched his reputation which eventually rose te that of Grant's and 
Sherman's. Incidentally , Sheridan later sn the war became mentor to George Armstrong Custer 
and remained so up to and including the time Custer was defeated at the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn. Major John Mendenhall’s amasting of $7 L mon cannons next to Stones River on the 
last day of battle broke the final charge bv Major General John Breckinridge and was ome of the 
early mstances im military history where artillery as fired over the heads of its own infantry into 





the charging enemy. And, of course. Breckinridge’s charge into Mendenhail’s artiilers firing at 
the rate of 100 rounds per minute produced 1700 sonthern caseaities out of 4500 engesed. 
making it one of the bloodiest assaults of the war and ranking ut with Pickett’s famous charge at 
Gettysburg 

Stones River has many stories to tell from the human and more personal side of war such 
as the dramatic death of Lt. Col. Julius Peter Garesche, ( hief-of-Staff to Gen. Rosecrans 
Garesche’s long heid belief that he would die in his first battle came tragically true on the first 
day of battle when he was decapitated by a cannonball while on horse bach when accompany ing 
Rosecrans who was personally trying to restore battle lines near the raiirsad. Although 
Gareche's blood splattered his frend Resecrans, Rosecrans could not take time to grieve im the 
midst of hattle but had to carry on his dunes mstead. 

Stones River 1s home to Hazen's Monument, the nation’s oldest Civil War monument, 
erected by the Army of the Cumberiand to their fallen comrades who fought so desperately at 
the Round Forest, as well as to 6000 other Union soldiers buried in the National Cemetery. There 
is also Fortress Rosecrans, the largest earthen fortress built during the war that later served as a 
strategic supply depot to General Sherman during bis March to the Sea. All the examples 
described above and many more are of historical and aational significance. They are special to 
Stones River and have earned it a unique and rightful place uw our Civil War heritage. 


Unfortunately, the Battle of Stones River has become as much a casualty to history as the 
soldiers themselves who fought and died there. Few Americans even know there was a Battie of 
Stones River let alone anything about it. Even though was one of the largest battles in the war 
and had a major unpact on its outcome, Stones River never received the recognition it was due 
nor the prominence it deserved. Why” 

From a military perspective the actual battle ended in a tactical stalemate The Union was 
left in contro! of the battlefield not so much because they defeated the Confederates but rather 
because General Bragg believed, and rightfully so, that Rosecrans was being resupplied 
from Nashville and Bragg could ill afford to sustain further losses. Bragg therefore «hdres. his 
troops to winter quarters in Tullahoma. The lack of a clear and decisive victory combined with the 
budget constraints thai existed at the tume diluted the effort with which the country 
decided to konor this particular battle after the war. Instead, other battlefields in the Tennessee 
area such as Shiloh, Chattanooga and Chickamauga and around the country, particularly vo the 
east, recei-ed far greater recognition and overshadowed Stones Ruver. While understandable 
that our Civil War ancestors at the time would choose to honor those battles where sictory was 
clear and decisive, we of the present generation have the advantage of 2 historical perspective 
they did not. Today we can look back with a broader knowledge of just how important Stones 
River really was; Northern victory began im the western theater of the war, and Stones River 
was the first real step by the Union to split the Confederacy and wltzmately win the “ar. 

More and more battlefield acreage is being lost to commercial development around the 
country every day, but few of the remaining unprotected battlefields are as umportant to our 
national Civil War heritage as Stones River. Commercial growth within our community is so 
rapid that lands available today to enhance the Stones River story will met be available in the 
future Hallowed ground where Civil War soldiers once spilled blood for their beliefs and our 
freedom is today occr pred by 2 McDonalds fast food restaurant and Wal-Mart Super Center. 
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While | de not oppose progress and am not oblivious to the tax revenve these commercial 
retailers generate for owr community, there & other land available nearby for future 

develog ment without having te encroach farther on the battlefield grounds. Let me also say that 
1 am sympathetic to the loca! land owners whe hold land within the expanded boundaries of 
Alternative | and out of consideration for these people Congress should move quickly to 
appropriate the monzes to compensate them fair market value for their property. Hewever. 
whale there are local ussees that need addressing, the battlefield cx pansion musi be viewed from 
a national perspective. Even though the vast majority of Americans are unfamiliar with Stones 
River there are still well over 250,000 visitors annuaily that testify te people's interest from 
around the country im Stones River battiefirid. Therefore, the expansion issue transcends local 
politics and speaks fo our national heritage. 

The additvona! 759 acres of land to be acquired ender Alternative | ts auportani because 
ut includes not only major events that occurred during the battic but also would better proyect to 
visitors just how large an area the battle took place ever. The expansion acreage would greatly 
enhance the abslity to more accurately describe the events in the Sattie and the order im which 
they occurred. And while thes additional acreage would double the existing battlefield seze uf 
would still represcat only a third ef the original 4000 acres of battle area. Though enabie to 
undo the past and purchase the other 23 of the eriginal battlefield acreage that bas siready been 
lost te commercial development, Alternative | provides an appropriate balance between 
historical battlefield preservation and growth by lect! business interests. Maintamung this 
balance berween past hentage and future growth is one of the most umportaot features 
Murfreesboro has to offer as a community in the years ahead. This effort on the local level to 
Preserve its past nceds te be supported at the Cougressicanal level as weil. 


We have an obligation to future generations to tell the Civil War story as completely and 
accurately as we can. Fadure to recognize and establish the Battic of Stones River on a level of 
national importance with the other great battles of the (~~! War would be another missed 
opportunity. Faslure to enact che original 18° legislation to preserve 3100 acres of battlefield 
was the first lost opportunity. Because of ihe politics at the tune, Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Military Parks were given priority over Stones River. None the less, our ancestors 
recognized the importance of Stones River by virtue of their early attempt to establish it too as 8 
Military Park. We can, of course, sympathize with the budget constraints that must have existed 
then. In 1927, another missed opportunity occurred when the Stones River National Battlefield 
was finally established but with only 350 acres of the original battiefield acquired. Today we have 
a0 opportunity to foliew through with the intent and dreams of our ancestors by enlarging (he 
area within the park. De not allow budget constraints to thwart our efforts 2gaim to pay tribute to 
those who fought ana died at Stones River. Thes opportunity will net come again. To lose this 
opportunity now will be to lose forever to future generations the wmportance of this battle, for the 
significance of Stones River transcends itself. The real story at Stones River was nei 30 much the 
three day battie that took place here but rather it was the first step in winning the war in the west 
from which overall nerthern victcry was the eventual outcome The eastern theater of the war 
has always received a disproportionate share of the credit for the Union victory. We now have an 
opportunity to balance the scales of history by telling the story of Stones River a little more 
completely and a little more accurately. Failure to tell thrs message now will be the real loss to 
future generations » hen they in turn look back and try to understand the Civil War. 





I strongly support enacting the proposed pian 23 outuned im Alternatrve | of the Draft 


General Management Pies. 


Yen SUD 


Steven E_ Williams 

Member of the Frends of Stones Ruver 
‘Aurfreesbore Resident since 1988 

402 Regsi Drive 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 

Home Tel 615/896-6360 

Work Tel 615/896-5410 


County Executive Nancy Allen 
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Si Prom: QE (MR THOMAS C WILLIAMS) at NP-- INTERNET 9/9/97 
AM (911 bytes: 1 in) 

To: STRI Administration at NP--SER 

Subtect: Park Land Acquisition 

PPS POLLS SFOS SS SCOOPS SOC COC TS Message Contents 


item 1: Text item 
Supt. Peckhan, I want to let you know that I whole-heartedly 
support te Nationa! Park Service in adding acreage - 
battiefie.d park I think that this acditional land wiil greatly 
enhance your depiction of events at that crucial battle for Tennessee 
I am proud of my ancestor, Private Sandy Hilliard, Tenth Texas 

Cavalry, who died om this battlefield :n defense of his ccuntry, the 
Confederate States of America. I make no apology for his actions 
Please let me know how I can help in halting development of these 
lands that you need for the park. Yours truly, T. Claybern Willians 


of Texas 
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RESPONSE FORM 


DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 


Piease share your ideas about the aktemnatives for the funee management of Stones River Nanonal 
Battiefieid We age especially intesested in your opmon of the Netiuna! Park Service's proposed 
action (aiternatrve |) 
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Pleas: send comments by Augus' 12, 1997, to 
err 


E-ma:| Address stri_sdmunistrstion@nps gov 


If you are not yet oo the mauling list and wish to receive future infomation regarding th's project, 
please give your name and address 
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DRAFT GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN / DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 
Please share your wless about ec aternatys for hie futur nenagemem of Seomes Rive: Venom 
Baruefieic. We we cepecea!) uweremed © your opuuon of the Navona! Part Service 5 proposed 
actos (aiernatrve |) 


“Two Seend cack | aL Cot We schader, coe vutting Ha WA be foe ox auahee 
c¥ He baths fl ouk bohea Ay hee Rave ww UA dpe Hyped 
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Luh yu well 


Please send comments by September 12, 1947, w 


Mary Aar Peckham Supenimtenden: 
350) Old Nasbville 
Murfreesboro, Tcamessee 37/29 


Ema! Address str_admmustration@nps gov 


If vow are mot yet om the masing lest and wish wm recere funue mformaton regarding ts prove. 
please grve name and address “ 
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July 11, 1997 


Ms. Mary Ann Peckham, Superintendent 
Stones River National Battlefield 
3501 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, TH 37219 


Dear Ms. Peckhar, 


This is @ letter in support of the proposed expansion of the Stones 
River National Battlefield Park. As a tex peyer in Rutherford 
County, I would be in favor of “Alternative #1” and sexigizing the 
boundaries of Stones River Park. 


Fiease count ay vote of support for this process. 
Sincerely, P 
Wwe 
ee («47 
Bruce L. eit, M.D. 


Pla /cyr 


cc: The Honorable Sob Clement 
U.S. Representative 
Sth District; Tennessee 
2223 Rayburn Building 
Washingtoa, DC 20515 


The Honorable Bart Gordon 

U.S. Representative 

6th District; Tennessee 

2201 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 


The Honorable Bill Frist 
U.S. Senator -- Tennessee 
Russell Building Suite %63 
Washington, BC 20510 


The Honorabie Fred ~ .capson 
v¥.S. Senator -- Te sessee 
506 Dirksen Swite 000 
washington, OC 20510 
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Sept 10, 1997 
[15] Prom: QR a= SP-- INTERNET 9/1/97 9:58PM (1391 bytes: 1 ln) 
To: STRI Administration at NP -SER 
Stones River Natonal Battlefield Mr Paul 7avada Sub-ect: Murfreesboro Battlefield land acquisiticn 


35801 Old Nashville Highway 
Murfreesboro, Tenn _ 37129 


To Whom ni May Concern 


In looking over the summary of alternatives for the park's new GM P | defintely 
prefe: alternative | The only thing | dow’) he atvout this alternative is thal 1 does not 
go far enough in protecting the orgie Sarledield Instead of pust expanding the park's 
boundary to 1.468 acres | would bhe to see it expanded to the 4,000 acres covenng the 
entire battlefield { hore this alternative is chosen and an amended to including the 
entire origina! battlefield un expanding the park's boundary Also will you pul me on your 
mailing inst for receving further information about this project 


Sincerely 


Qk farede 





Text item 1: Text Iten 
Dear Ms. Peckham, 


I would like to express my support for the Park Service to acquire the 
additional land to expand the Mufreesboro Battlef.eld Park. As a 23-year 
business owner near the Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri, I can attest to the 
value of tourism. I can also attest as a student of our heritage the 
priceless value of preserving our past. The War Between the States was the 
most trying trying time in our nation's past. On both aides, the coutage and 
strencth of the American people were disp.iayed unequaied at the time by any 
other event in world history. I ask that you contemplate future generations 
and what will be taken away from them if this land is aliowed to be 
Geveloped. Will they have the chance to understand their ancestors as I have 
tad? Will they have the opportunity to stand where a “grandfather” was 
kilied whiie performing the most noblest of duties...facing the enemy and 
Geath guided by his duty to God and his country? 


Sincerely, 
Fd Zichmer 
Jefferson City, Missouri 
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Two opposing forces, with no clear victor 
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APPENDIX A: LEGISLATION 


3. Stones River National Battlefield 


Page 
Establishment as national military park_._......-~- Act of March 3,1927 326 
Establishment act amended_..............--.------ Act of April 15,1930 329 
Boundaries revised ; name changed__._......-..~.--.. Act of April 22,1960 329 
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An Act To establish a national military park at the battle field 
- _— River, Tennessee, approved March 3, 1927 (44 Stat. 
1 


Be it enacted by the Senate and [louse of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That a commission is hereby created, to be com- 
pus of the following members, who shall be appointed 

y the Secretary of War: 

(1) A commissioned officer of the Corps of Engineers, 
United States Army; 

(2) A veteran of the Civil War who served honorably 
in the military forces of the United States; and 

(3) A veteran of the Civil War who served honorably 
in the military forces of the Confederate States of 
America. (16 U.S.C. § 426.) 

Sec. 2. In appointing the members of the commis- 
sion created by section 1 of this Act the Secretary of 
War shall, as far as practicable, select persons familiar 
with the terrain of the battle field of Stones River, Ten- 
nessee, and the historica] events associated therewith. 
(16 U.S.C. se) 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the commission, acting 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, to inspect 
the battle field of Stones River, Tennessee, and to care- 
fully study the available records and historical data with 
respect to the location and moveinent of all troops which 
engaged in the battle of Stones River, and the impor- 
tant events connected therewith, with a view of pre- 
serving and marking such field for historical and pro- 
fessional military study. The commission shall submit 
a report of its findings and recommendations to the 
Secretary of War not later than December 1, 1927. Such 
report shall describe the portion or portions of land with- 
in the area of the battle field which the commission thinks 
should be acquired and embraced in a national park and 
the price at which such land can be purch and its 
reasonable market value; the report of the commission 
shall also embrace a map or maps showing the lines of 
battle and the locations of all troops engaged in the battle 
of Stones River and the location of the land which it 
recommends be acquired for the national park; the re- 
port of the commission shall contain recommendations 
for the location of historical tablets at such points on the 
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battle field, both within and without the land to be ac- 
quired for the park, as they may deem fitting and neces- 
sary to clearly designate positions and movements of 
troops and important events connected with the battle of 
Stones River. (16 U.S.C. § 426b, in part.) 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of War is authorized to assign 
any Officials of the War Department to the assistance 
of the commission if he deems it advisable. He is au- 
thorized to pay the reasonable expenses of the commission 
and their assistants incurred in the actual performance 
of the duties herein imposed upon them. (16 U.S.C. 

426c. 

See. That, upon receipt of the report of said com- 
mission, the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to acquire, by purchase, when pur- 
chasable at prices deemed by him reasonable, otherwise 
by condemnation, such tract or tracts of lands as are rec- 
ommended by the commission as necessary and desirable 
for a national park; to establish and substantially mark 
the boundaries of the said park; to definitely mark all 
lines of battle and locations of troops within the bound- 
aries of the park and erect substantial historical tablets 
at such points within the park and in the vicinity of the 
park and its approaches as are recommended by the com- 
mission, ceneiie with such other points as the Secretary 
of War may deem appropriate: Provided, That the entire 
cost of acquiring said land, including cost of condemna- 
tion proceedings, if any, ascertainment of title, surveys, 
and compensation for the land, the cost of marking the 
battle field, and the expenses of the commission, shall 
not exceed the sum of £100,000. (16 U.S.C. § 426d, as 
amended. See p. 329.) 

Sec. 6. That, upon the ceding of jurisdiction by the 
legislature of the State of Tennessce and the report of 
the Attorney General of the United States that a perfect 
title has been acquired, the lands acquired under the pro- 
visions of this Act, together with the area already in- 
closed within the national cemetery at the battle field of 
Stones River and the Government reservation in said 
battle field upon which is erected a large monument to 
the memory of the officers and soldiers of General Hazen’s 
brigade who fell on the spot, are hereby declared to be 
a national park, to be known as the Stones River Na- 
tional Park. (16 U.S.C. §426e. See p. 330 (§ 2).) 

See. 7. That the said Stones River National Park shall 
be under the control of the Secretary of War, and he is 
hereby authorized to make all needed regulations for the 
careofthe park. The superintendent of the Stones River 
National Cemetery shall likewise be the superintendent 
of and have the custody and care of the Stones River 
National Park, under the direction of the Secretary of 
War. (16 U.S.C. $ 426f. See p. 330 (§ 3).) 
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States may 
mark lines of 
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Proviso. 
Approval of 
marking, etc, 
by Secretary of 
War. 
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property. 
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be expended. 


Proviso. 
Conditiona 


Sec. 8. That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized 
to enter into agreements, upon such nominal terms as he 
may prescribe, with such present owners of the land as 
may desire to remain upon it, to occupy and cultivate 
their present holdings, upon condition that they will pre- 
serve the present buildings and roads, and the present 
outlines of field and forest, and that they will only cut 
trees or underbrush under such regulations as the Secre- 
tary may prescribe, and that they will assist in caring 
for and protecting all tablets, monuments, or such other 
artificial works as may from time to time be erected by 
proper authority. (16 U.S.C. § 426g.) 

Sec. 9. That it shall be lawful for the authorities of 
any State having troops engaged in the battle of Stones 
River to enter upon the lands and approaches of the 
Stones River National Park for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing and marking the lines of battle of troops engaged 
therein: Provided, That before any such lines are per- 
manently designated, the position of the lines and the 
ome. methods of marking them by monuments, 
tablets, or otherwise shall be submitted to the Secretary 
of War, and shall first receive the written approval of 
the Secretary. (16 U.S.C. §426h. See p. 330 ($ 3).) 

Sec. 10. That if any person shall willfully destroy, 
mutilate, deface, injure, or remove any monwnent, 
column, statue, memorial structure, or work of art that 
shall be erected or placed upon the grounds of the park 
by lawful authority, or shall willfully destroy or remove 
any fence, railing, inclosure, or other work for the pro- 
tection or ornament of said park, or any portion thereof, 
or shall willfully destroy, cut, hack, bark, break down, 
or otherwise injure any tree, bush, or shrubbery that may 
be growing upon said park, or shall cut down or fell or 
remove any timber, battle relic, tree, or trees growing 
or being upon such park, except by permission of the 
Secretary of War, or shall willfully remove or destroy 
any breastworks, earthworks, walls, or other defenses or 
shelter, or any part thereof, constructed by the armies 
formerly engaged in the battle on the fands or ap- 
proaches to the park, any person so offending shall 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
before any court of competent jurisdiction, shal] for each 
and every such offense be fined not less than $5 nor more 
than $100. (16 U.S.C. § 4261.) 

Sec. 11. That the sum of $100,000, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, is hereby authorized to be appro- 
priated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended for the purposes of this 
Act: Provided, That no obligation for the purchase of 
lands shall be incurred until the commission has fixed 
the boundaries of said park. (16 U.S.C. § 426).) 
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An Act To amend section 5 of the Act entitled “An Act to estab- 
lish a national military park at the battle field of Stones River, 
Tennessee,” approved March 3, 1927, approved April 15, 1930 
(46 Stat. 167) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in , soo 
assembled, That section 5 of the Act entitled “An Act to 
establish a national military park at the battle field of 
Stones River, Tennessee,” approved March 3, 1927, be, 
and the same is hereby, amended so that the said section 
will read as follows: 

“That, upon receipt of the report of said commission, 
the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to acquire, by purchase, when purchasable 
at prices deemed by him reasonable, otherwise by con- 
demimation, such tract or tracts of Jands as are recom- 
mended by the commission as necessary and desirable 
for a nationai military park; to establish and substan- 
tially mark the boundaries of the said park ; to definitely 
mark all lines of battle and locations of troops within 
the boundaries of the park and erect substantial histor- 
ical tablets at such points within the park and in the 
vicinity of the park and its approaches as are recom- 
mended by the commission, together with such other 
points as the Secretary of War may deem appropriate; 
to construct the necessary roads and walks, plant trees 
and shrubs, restore and care for the grounds, including 
the IIazen Monument: Provided, That the entire cost 
of acquiring said land, including cost of condemnation 
proceedings, if any, ascertainment of title, surveys, and 
compensation for the land, the cost of marking the 
battle field, the expenses of the commission, and the 
establishment of the national military park, shall not 
exceed the sum of $100,000. (16 U.S.C. § 426d. See p. 
397.) 


An Act To revise the boundaries and change the name of the 
Stones River National Military Park, Tennessee, and for other 
purposes, approved April 22, 1960 (74 Stat. 82) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Bongvens 
assembled, That in furtherance of the purposes of the 
Act of March 3, 1927 (44 Stat. 1399), authorizing estab- 
lishment of the Stones River National Military Park, 
the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to acquire by 
such means as he may deem to be in the public interest, 
for inclusion in the Stones River National Military 
Park, such additional lands and interests in lands, not to 
exceed seven acres, as in the discretion of the Secretary 
are necessary for the preservation and interpretation of 
the battlefield of Stones River, Tennessee. (16 U.S.C. 
§ 426k [Supp. IT].) 
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Sec. 2. Stones River National Military Park is hereb 
redesignated as the Stones River National Battlefield, 
and any remaining balance of funds appropriated for 
the purpose of the Stones River National Military Park 
shall be available for the purpose of Stones River 
National Battlefield. (16 U.S.C. § 4261 [Supp. IT].) 

Sec. 3. The administration, protection and develop- 
ment of the Stones River National Battlefield shall 
exercised by the Secretary of the Interior in accordance 
16U.8.C.1>. with the provisions of the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 

Stat. 535), entitled “An Act to establish a National 
Park Service, and for other purposes,” as amended. (16 
U.S.C. § 426m [Supp. IT].) 


Administre- 
tion. 





299 











PUBLIC LAW 100-205—DEC. 23, 1987 101 STAT. 1433 
Public Law 100-205 


100th Congress 
An Act 
To amend the boundaries of Stones River Nationa! Battlefield, Tennessee, and for Dec. 23, 1987 
oiher purposes [H.R 1934) 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. STONES RIV. NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD. 16 USC 426n 


(a) EXPANSION OF Stones River Nationat Battveriecp.—In fur- 
therance of the Act of March 3, 1927 (44 Stat. 1399), as amended, the 16 USC 426 
boundary of Stones River National Battlefield (hereinafter referred 
to as ““battlefield’’) is hereby revised to include the lands generally 
depicted on the map entitled “Boundary Map, Stones River National 
Battlefield” numbered 327/80,001, and dated March 1987. The map Public | 
shall be on file and available for public inspection in the offices of imformation 
the National Park Serv.ce, Department of the Interior and in the 
office of the Superintendent of the Stones River National 
Battlefield. 

(b) Acquisition oF Lannos.—The Secretary of the Interior (herein- 
after referred to as “Secretary”) is hereby authorized to acquire 
lands or interests therein within the boundary of the battlefield by 
donation, purchase with donated or appropriated funds, or ex- 
change. Any lands or interests in lands owned by the State of 
Tennessee or any political subdivision thereof may be acquired only 
by donation. Lands and interests therein acquired pursuant to this 
Act shall become part of the battlefield, subject to all the laws and 
regulations applicable thereto. 


SEC. 2. AGREEMENT. 15 USC 4260 


The Secretary is authorized to enter into an agreement with the 
city of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, under which (1) the Secretary sha! 
acquire sufficient interest in land and shall construct thereon a trail 
linking the battlefield with Fortress Rosecrans, (2) the city shall 
operate and maintain the trail in accordance with standards ap- 
proved by the Secretary, and (3) the Secretary shall preserve the 
existing remnants of Fortress Rosecrans and the city shall operate 
and maintain the fortress. 


SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 16 USC 426p 


There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act. 


Approved December 23, 1987. 


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY —H R. 1994'S 963) 


HOUSE REPORTS. No 100-187 (Comm on Interior and Insular Affairs) 
SENATE REPORTS: No. 100-243 accompanying S 953 ‘Comm. on Energy and 
Natural Resources) 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 133 (1987) 
June 29, considered and passed House 
Dec. 11, considered and passed Senate 
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105 STAT. 1682 PUBLIC LAW 102-225—DEC. 11, 1991 


Dec. 11, 1991 





(H.R 3881) 


16 USC 426n. 


Public Law 102-225 


102d Congress 
An Act 

To expand the boundaries of Stones River National Battlefield, Tennessee, and for 
other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD BOU® .)ARY CHANGE. 


The Act entitled “An Act to amend the boundaries of Stones River 
National Battlefield, Tennessee, and for other Pees approved 
December 23, 1987 (101 Stat. 1433), is amended as follows: 

(1) In the first sentence of section l(a) strike “numbered 327/ 
80,001, and dated March 1987” and insert “numbered 327/ 
80,004B, and dated November 1991”. 

(2) In section 1(b), insert “(1)” after “Lanos.—”, and add at 
the end thereof the following: 

“(2MA) Before eg oy Rey lands under this Act where the 
surface of such lands has been substantially disturbed or which are 
believed by the Secretary to contain hazardous substances, the 
Secretary shall prepare a report on the potential hazardous sub- 
stances associated with such lands and the estimated cost of restor- 
ing such lands, together with a plan of the remedial measures 
necessary to allow acquisition of such lands to proceed in a timely 
manner, consistent with the requirements of subparagraph (B). The 
Secretary shall submit such report to the Committee on and 
Natural Resources of the United States Senate and the Committee 
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the United States House of 
Representatives. 

“(B) The Secretary shall not acquire any lands under this Act if 
ihe Secretary determines that such lands, or any portion thereof, 
have become contaminated with hazardous substances (as defined in 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601)). 

“(3X A) Except for property which the Secretary determines to be 
necessary for the purposes of administration, development, access, 
or public use, an owner of improved property which is used solely for 
noncommercial! residential purposes cn the date of its acquisition by 
the Secretary may retain, as a condition of such acquisition, a right 
of use and occupancy of the property for such residential purposes. 
The right retained may be for a definite term which shall not exceed 
25 years or, in lieu thereof, for a term ending at the death of the 
owner or the death of the spouse. whichever is later. The owner 
shall elect the term to be retained. The Secretary shall pay the 
owner the fair market value of the property on the date of such 
acquisition, less the fair market value of the term retained by the 
owner. 

“(B) Any right of use and occupancy retained pursuant to this 
section may, during its existence, be conveyed or transferred, but all 
rights of use and occupancy shall be subject to such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary deems appropriate to ascure the use of 
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PUBLIC LAW 102-225—DEC. 11, 1991 105 STAT. 1683 


the property in accordance with the purposes of this Act. Upon his 
determination that the , or any portion thereof, has ceased 
io be so used in with terms and conditions, 
Secretary may terminate the right of use and occupancy 
dering to the holder of such right an 
eee See, OS Go Cite of Mie Gas, & Cee geen 
right which remains unexpired on the date of termination. 
aa aye to owners who have reached 
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“(D) As used in this the term ‘improved property’ 
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Ree © eee S Se Bae & Ee Se 


welling is situated, such land being in the same as the 
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“SEC. 2. AGREEMENT. 


“The Secretary is authorized to enter into an t with the 
city of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, containing of the following 


“(L) If the city agrees to acquire sufficient interest in land to 


interpret the fortress wef wy bendy nen 
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(4) Redesignate section 3 as section 4, and insert the following 
new section after section 2: 


“SEC. 3. PLANNING. 
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retary on or before prepare a 
preservation and Sctorpectation of Redecht Brannan. 

‘“(b) Uppatz or Genera, Manacement Pian.—The Secretary 
shall, en or before March 31, 1993, update the General Management 
Plan for the Stones River National Battlefield. 

“(c) Tecnica Assistance.—The Secretary is authorized to pro 
vide technical assistance to the city and to Rutherford County in the 
development of zoning ordinances and other land use controls that 
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16 USC 4260. 


16 USC 426p. 
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105 STAT. 1684 PUBLIC LAW 102-225—DEC. 11, 1991 


would help preserve historically significant areas adjacent to the 
battlefield. 


“(d) Minor Bounpary Revisions.—If the planning activities con- 
ducted under subsections (a) and (b) of this section show a need for 


United States House of Representatives and to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate of his 
intention to do so and providing an opportunity for public comment, 
make such minor revisions by publication of a revised boundary 
map or other description in the Federal Register.” 


| Approved December 11, 1991. 





LEGISLATIVE HISTORY —H_R. 3881. 
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APPENDIX B: RESEARCH NEEDS AND ACTION PLANS 


Following 1s a summary of the major plans and 
Studies required to implement the general 
management plan 


Administrative history — The existing 
~Admunistrative Histor.” document describes 
management concerts a7:d significant occurrences at 
Stones River Nations! Battlefield through 1958. An 
updated document would cover the period from 1958 
to the present 


Archeological studies — In those areas of the 
battlefield that have not been previously surveved. 
surveys would be completed prior to any ground- 
disturbing activities. In the new areas acquired, an 
archeological overview and assessment would be 
done to describe and assess potential archeological 
resources. 


Artillery piece location/managemen: plan — [his 
plan would determine the most appropriate locations 
for artillery pieces throughout the natioral 
battlefield. 


Cemetery landscape plan — An updated plan for 
the national cemetery would allow it .o be 
maintained in the character and spirit of the 1892 
design, while allowing for modern techniques in 
horticultural and agricultural practices. and that 
recognizes that the cemetery has reached its full 
desien capacity 


Collections management plan — Compiet.on of 
this plan would include a collection storage plan and 
an update of the collection condition survey 


Cultural landscape reports — These reports would 
assist in establishing a landscape within the 
boundaries of the national battlefield that returns it 
as closely as possibie to an 1860s era appearance 
The reports would address the development history 
and existing conditions of the battlefield landscapes. 
would evaluate the integrity of the resources. would 
give special emphasis to the treatment of degraded 
lands. would recommend actions for treatment in 
terms of landforms, land cover, vegetation. and 
structures. and would define national register 
boundaries. 
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Documentary film of battlefield tands that retain 
historical integrity — This film would document all 
surviving Components of the 1862-63 bamtiefield’s 
cultural landscape 


Ethnographic overview and assessment — The 
full extent of park ethnographic resources needs to 
be determined. In that regard. this study would 
identify groups that traditionally define park cuitural 
and natural features as significant to them ethnic 
heritage. cultural viability. and traditional patterns of 
use. This study would be coordinated wath cultural 
landscape reports to rdentify any ethnographically 
important landscape features and the special 
meanings attributed to them by the park-associated 
communities 


Ethnohistory study — This study would present a 
more complete picture of the batile. placing a within 
a broader context of slavery. plantation economics. 
and the Civil War 


Historic resource study — This study would 
identify and evaluate battle events and all historic 
resources. and historic structure reports as deemed 
necessary 


Hydrological study —- This study would determine 
the best method of removing the stone wall along the 
river and the spring site at McFadden Farm, in order 
to return the site as closely as possible to an 1860s 
landscape 


Integrated pest management pian — [his plan 
would describe methods of controlling or eliminating 
nonnative plant species in the park. 


Interpretive plan — This plan would provide a 
more detailed description of proposed interpretation 
and visitor use than ts contained im the general 
managem -nt plan. It would describe for the preferred 
plan all proposed interpretive media within the 
visitor center and throughout the national battlefield 
in enough detail to move into the next planning and 
design phase towards implementation. 


Land protection plan — An updated land 
protection plan would address the acquisition and 
protection of land within an expanded boundary of 
the national batth field 





Photographic monitoring plan — [his plan «ould Vegetation management plan — [his pian woud 
determine if acid deposmon pollution 1s affectme the describe methods of manazme naive specics m Th 


micerity of monuments and other structures park 

Segn plan — Thrs pian would identify the number. Wavside exhiba plan — [hrs plan would descrife 
contents. and locations of durectsonal signs to be locanon. design. and comicni of onentatson pancis. 
placed on key roads and highways that lead to and micrpretive stems. and mierprctrve wayside exhsbats 


from the nahonal batticfield. m order to 25515 
visitors m fimdime the park 
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APPENDIX C: GENERAL INFORMATION ON ROUTE OF 
INTERPRETIVE DRIVE FOR ALTERNATIVES 1 AND 2 


ALTERNATIVE !: PROPOSED ACTION 


The new auto tour route would have one-way traffic, 
except where the route follows segments of existing 
two-way traffic roads. In summary, the route of the 
interpretive drive would be as follows: 


¢ from the visitor center parking lot, drive back out 
the entrance (two-way traffic) 


* east along Old Nashville Highway to historic 
Van Cleve Lane (two-way traffic) 


* south along the now closed Van Cleve Lane to 
Manson Pike 


* enter the section of battlefield land proposed for 
acquisition south of Manson Pike (the point of 
entrance onto the newly acquired land would be 
determined at a later stage of planning and 
design, through consultation with city and county 
transportation officiais) 


* generally westward across the historic Harding 
and Gresham properties on a new segment of 
park tour road 


* north aiong the historic Gresham Farm Lane to 
its intersection with Manson Pike 


* east on Manson Pike, for about | mile (two-way 
traffic) 


* north on a new segment of road to the existing 
park tour road 


* counterclockwise on the east side of existing 
park tour road 


* west along the inside edge of the woodbine 
across the west side of the existing tour loop to 
intersection with Nickels Lane, on a new 
segment of road 


* north along Nickels Lane to Old Nashville 
Highway 


* east on Old Nashville Highway to the Thompson 
Lane overpass (two-way traffic) 


* north on Thompson Lane to the parking lot near 
the bridge over Stones River, which would serve 
both the NPS McFadden Farm area and the north 
terminus of the city of Murfreesboro's Stones 
River Greenway (two-way traffic) 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


The new auto tour route would have one-way traffic, 
except where the route follows segments of existing 
two-way traffic roads. In summary, the route of the 
interpretive drive would be as follows: 


¢ from the visitor center parking lot, drive back out 
the entrance (two-way traffic) 


* east along Old Nashville Highway to historic 
Van Cleve Lane (two-way traffic) 


* south along the now closed Van Cleve Lane to 
Manson Pike 


* west on Manson Pike, for about '« mile (two-way 
traffic) 


* north on a new segment of road to the existing 
park tour road 


* counterclockwise on the east side of existing 
park tour road 


* west along the inside edge of the woodbine 
across the west side of the existing tour loop to 
intersection with Nickels Lane, on a new 
segment of road 


* north along Nickels Lane to Old Nashville 
Highway 


* east on Old Nashville Highway to the Thompson 
Lane overpass (two-way traffic) 


* north on Thompson Lane to the parking lot near 
the bridge over Stones River, which would serve 
both the NPS McFadden Farm area and the north 
terminus of the city of Murfreesboro’s Stones 
River Greenway (two-way traffic) 
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APPENDIX D: AUTO TOUR ROUTE AND ASSOCIATED TRAIL 
CONSTRUCTION FOR ALTERNATIVES 1 AND 2 


ALTERNATIVE 1: PROPOSED ACTION 


Construction of the auto tour route would involve the 
following: 


* Conversion of 4,000 feet of Van Cleve Lane 
between Old Nashville Highway and Manson Pike 
to a |2-foot-wide, one-way road. The surface 
would be strong enough to withstand tourist 
vehicles, but of a color and texture to approximate 
the appearance of the road at the time of the 
battle, when it was known as McFadden Lane. To 
discourage use of this segment as a thoroughfare 
between Old Nashville Highway and Manson Pike 
by people not on the auto tour, appropriate signs 
would be provided. 


* New construction of 10,000 feet of 12-foot-wide, 
one-way road through mostly open, agricultural 
land south of Manson Pike, which would be 
acquired by the National Park Service within a 
proposed expanded boundary of the national 
battlefield. The surface would be paved asphalt. 


* Construction of 5,500 feet of 12-foot-wide, one- 
way road within the park boundaries including 
1,500 feet through the wooded area between 
Manson Pike and the existing tour loop; 3,000 feet 
through the field and wooded area between the 
existing tour loop and Nickels Lane; and 1,000 
feet along Nickels Lane to Old Nashville 
Highway, northwest of the visitor center. These 
sections would be paved with asphalt. 


* Resurfacing of 2,000 feet of the east side of the 
existing loop drive to match the newly constructed 
sections. 


* Obliteration of approximately 7,000 feet of the 
existing tour route in the park, and revegetation of 
the corridor to match the surrounding landscape, 
according to proposed cultural landscape plans. 


Associated trail construction would consist of the 
following: 


* Access from the visitor center to Van Cleve Lane 
wouid be served by the proposed two-way visitor 
center trail. 


Approximately 21,500 feet (4 miles) of trail 
would be constructed along the one-way sections 
of the tour road within the park, including the 
proposed expansion south of Manson Pike. The 
new trail would be 4 feet wide, one-way, and 
attached to the road, or separated from the road by 
a narrow strip of vegetation. If attached, the 
surface would be the same as the road — asphalt 
pavement. If separated, the surface would be the 
same as that of the visitor center trail — natural 
colored, fractured, rolled and compacted gravel in 
an asphalt base. 


Along Manson Pike between Gresham Farm Lane 
and where the trail would reenter the park north of 
the pike, 3.500 feet of the trail would parallei the 
pike on its south side, within the proposed 
addition to the park. 


From proposed tour stop 10 near Nickels Lane 
and Old Nashville Highway, | 000 feet of the trail 
would wind through the woods back to the visitor 
center. 


From the visitor center, people using the trail 
would reach the final two tour stops via the visitor 
center trail, which would cross Old Nashville 
Highway east of the Hazen Monument, and via 
the existing Stones River Greenway to McFadden 
Farm. 


ALTERNATIVE 2 


Construction of the auto tour route would involve the 
following: 


Conversion of 4,000 feet of Van Cleve Lane 
between Old Nashville Highway and Manson 
Pike to a 12-foot-wide, one-way road. The 
surface would be strong enough to withstand 
tourist vehicles, but of a color and texture to 
approximate the appearance of the road at the 
time of the battle, when it was known as 
McFadden Lane. To discourage use of this 
segment as a thoroughfare between Old Nashville 
Highway and Manson Pike by people not on the 
auto tour, the intersection with Manson Pike 
would be designed to facilitate only right-hand 
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turns onto Manson Pike, and apprepriate signs 
would be provided. 


New construction of 5,500 feet of 12-foot-wide. 
one-way road within the park boundaries 
including | 500 feet throuch the wooded area 
between Manson Pike and ?.»2 existing tour loop: 
3.000 fect through the field and wooded area 
between the existing tour loop and Nickels Lane. 
and 1.000 feet along Nickels Lane to Old 
Nashville Highway. northwest of the visitor 
center. These sections would be paved with 
asphalt 


Resurfacing of 2.000 feet of the east side of the 
existing ioop drive to match the newly 


constructed sections. 


In addition, approximately 7.000 feet of the 
existing auto tour route within the park would be 
obliterated, and the corridor revegetated to match 
the surrounding landscape, according to proposed 
cultural landscape plans 


Associated trail construction would consist of the 
following 


Access trom the visitor center to Van Cleve Lane 
would be served by the proposed two-way visitor 
center trai! 
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Approximately 11,500 feet (2.2 miles) of trail 
would be constructed along the one-way sections 
of the tour road within the park. The new trail 
would be 4 feet wide, one-way, and attached to 
the road, or separated from the road by a narrow 
Strip of vegetation. If attached, the surface would 
be the same as the road — asphalt pavement. If 
separated, the surface would be the same as that 
of the visitor center trail — natural colored, 
fractured, rolled and compacted gravel in an 
asphalt base. 


Along Manson Pike, 1,500 feet of the trail would 
parallel the Pike, through the woods within the 
park boundary. 


From proposed tour stop 7 near Nickels Lane and 
Old Nashville Highway, 1.000 feet of the trail 
would wind through the woods back to the visitor 


center 


From the visitor center, people using the trai! 
would reach the final two tour stops via the 
visitor center trail and Stones River Greenway 
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APPENDIX E: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ACTIONS AT MCFADDEN FARM 


Visitors arriving by vehicle would park in the city’s 
Greenway parking lot on the east side of the 
Thompson Lane bridge at Stones River (see the 
McFadden Farm Development Concept Plan map 
included in alternative | in the “Alternatives, 
Including the Proposed Action” section). This 
parking lot is on 11 acres of land owned by the city 
of Murfreesboro, and although it is within the 
authorized boundary of the national battlefield, there 
is currently no intent by the National Park Service to 
acquire the land. Access to McFadden Farm would 
be via historic McFadden Lane. 


The trail would be about 1,500 feet long and 6 feet 
wide. The recommended trail surface is natural 
colored, fractured, rolled and compacted gravel -— 
such as washed brown river gravel — in an asphalt 
base, to provide a sturdy surface for pedestrians, but 
to discourage bicycle and roller-balding use so as not 
to intrude on the desired reverent atmosphere of the 
site. The footpath would connect to the wider Stones 
River Greenway, which is already constructed to the 
NPS boundary. A transition from the wider 
Greenway to the narrower footpath would occur over 
a short distance, and be designed to foster th teeling 
of leaving a recreational area and entering a historic 
site. Appropriate signs and landscape elements 
would be employed to enhance the experience of 
transition. 


At the upper end of the trail, near where it connects 
to the paved section of Van Cleve Lane from Broad 
Street, an accessible footpath, approximately 150 
feet long, would lead to the existing Artillery 
Monument. The turnoff to the monument would net 
visually detract from the feeling, view, and 
perception of an unaliered continuous lane to the 
river. The design ot the pat! to the monument would 
be such that it is clearly secondary to the primary 
trail along McFadden Lane. The path would be 
designed to be as compatible as possibte with an 
1860s era scene, while still meeting accessibility 
standards. Surface material such as compacted gravel 
would be used. 


The trail along McFadden Lane would not be fully 
accessible for the mobility impaired. Therefore, a 
parking area would be provided at the upper level of 
the site, nearer the monument, with vehicle access 
via Van Cleve Lane (McFadden Lane) from Broad 
Street. This parking area would include spaces large 
enough for handicap-accessible vans, and a 
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passenger drop off and turnaround for a bus. An 
alternative surface such as grass-Crete would be used 
for the bus drop off/pickup area. This parking area 
would also be used by service vehicles, and by 
visitors when the lower trail was flooded by high 
river water. The existing parking area at the 
monument would be removed to more closely 
restore the area to an 1860s era appearance. 


A security gate would be provided on Van Cleve 
Lane near the NPS west boundary of the site. The 
city has provided a gate at the parking lot by the 
river on the east side of Thompson Lane bridge. 


An orientation panel would be provided at the 
entrance to the site near the terminus of the Stones 
River Greenway to pr>~ ide orientation and 
information. Four wayside exhibits would be 
provided in the area to describe Breckinridge ’s 
attack from the Confederate perspective, the attack 
from the Union perspective, the significance of 
McFadden’s Ford and historic McFadden Lane, and 
the Confederate crossing of Stones River. Two 
wayside exhibits would be provided to describe the 
Artillery Monument and the McFadden Cemetery. A 
line of 12 cannon would be placed at the top of the 
hill to enhance the historic scene by helping to 
interpret the line 0. cannon that existed during the 
final day of battle. 


One of the proposed cultural landscape reports for 
the national battlefield would provide the basis for 
landscaping at the site. Selected trees would be 
cleared to provide a vista from the monument 
environs to the river. On parkland across the river. 
there would be selective clearing to more closely 
represent an 1860s era appearance. Trees would be 
maintained along Thompson Lane for a visual and 
noise screen. Landscape elements such as fencing 
and lane edge treatment appropriate to the historic 
scene would be provided. This would include 
approximately 3,400 feet of split rail fencing along 
both sides of McFadden Lane on land owned by the 
National Park Service. 


The ca. 1970s stone wall along the river and the 
spring site adjacent to the river are intrusive design 
elements and would be removed. A hydrologicai 
study, which may incorporate a revegetation plan, 
would be prepared that would determine the best 
method of returning the site as closely as possible to 
an 1860s landscape. 
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APPENDIX F: COMPLIANCE CORRESPONDENCE 


United States Department of the Interior 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
446 Neal Sacet 
Cookeville, TN $8501 


May 2, 1994 





Ms. Elizabeth A. Janes 

Chief, Branch of Planning, Eastern Team 
National Park Service 

P.O. Box 25287 

Denver, Colorado 80225-0287 


Re: FWS $ 94-1367 
Dear Ms. Janes: 


Thank you for your letter and enclosures of March 24, 1994, regarding the 
preparation of a general management plan for the Stones River National 
Battlefield in Rutherford County, Tennessee. The Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) has reviewed the information submitted and offers the following 
comments. 


Review of the Murfreesboro anc Walterhili quadrangles of the Service’s 
National Wetlands Inventory reveals that there are no forested, emergent, or 
scrub-shrub wetlands in the vicinity of the proposed project. Therefore, the 
Service anticipates that there will be no project-related adverse impacts to 
valuable wetland resources. 


We have also reviewed the proposed action with regard to endangered species. 
According to our records, the following federally listed or proposed 
endangered or threatened species may occur in the project impact area: 


Gray bat (Myotis grisesceng) (E) 
Tennessee purple coneflower (Echinaceg tennesseensis) (£) 
Leafy prairie clover (Daiea foliosa) (EB) 


Large rock cress (Arabis perstellata var. ample) (PS) 
Stone’s River bladderpod (Lesquerella stonensis) (PS) 


You should assess potential impacts to these species and determine if the 
proposed project may affect them. A finding of “may affect” may require 
initiation of formal consultation. We recommend that you submit a copy of 
your assessment and finding to this office for review and concurrence. 


In addition to listed species, there are species that, although not presently 
listed or proposed, are being considered for listing in the future. Status 
review (candidate) species that might occur in the vicinity of the proposed 
project are: 
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Eastern woodrat (Heotoma floridana pacister) (SR) 

Tennessee cave salamander (Gyrinophilug palleucus) (SR) 
Eastern blue-star (Aggonia taberpgemontana var. cattingeri) (SR) 
Water stitchwort (Arenaria fontinalis) (SR) 

Tennessee milk-vetch (Astragalus tennesseensis) (SR) 

Tennessee glade cress (Leavegworthia exiqua var. ¢xigua) (SR) 
Gattinger’s lobelia (Lobelia appendiculata var. cattingeri) (SR) 
Cleft phlox (Phlox bifida var. gtellaria) (SR) 

Limestone flameflower (Talinum calcaricuz) (SR) 


These species are not legaliy protected under the Endangered Species Act 
(Act) at this time, and consultation and biological assessment requirements 
of Section 7 of the Act do not currently apply to them. However, they are 
being considered for listing and we would appreciate any measures you night 
implement to avoid impacting then. 


Thank you for the opportumity to comment on this action. If you have 
questions, please contact Jim Widlak of my staff at 615/528-6481. 


Sincerely, 
Po CLinghaad 
las B. Winford 
Acting Field Supervisor 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 
401 Church Sreet 
Nasimiie Tennessee 37243 


To: Flizm beth A sexs Ps 


From: William M. Christie, ee 
ivision 


Ecological Services 





Subject: Environmental Review for Threatened and 





Endangered Species. 
Date: 3/3: fa¢ 
Project: Stones Revr. Baltitld . 





Mur treesberec . TA 








Be advised that a review of our data base indicate recorded threatened and/or 
endangered species for this specific project area. The information is attached. 


Please do not make public the exact location any element listed here-in, as this 
could lead to possible over-collection and abuse. 


The results of this review does not mean that a comprehensive biological survey 
has been completed. 


wme 


Attachments 


Ecological Services Division: stm Floor. 4 C Tower 401 Church St. Nashwilie, TW 37243-0447 * Phone (615)S22-0497 * FAX(615)S92-0048 
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APPENDIX G: BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 





Biological Assessment of Two Proposed Trail Projects 
Stones River National Battlefield 
Rutherford County, Tennessee 


Andrea Brewer Shea 
Division of Natural Heritage 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
Nashville, Tennessee 


July 21 41996 


Submitted To: 
National Park Service 
12795 West Alameda Parkway, PO Box 25287 
Denver, CO 80225 
Work Order Number 1 
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Project Description 


As a part of the General Management Plan for Stones River National Battlefield, 
the NPS is conducting an environmental impact statement. Two areas within the 
battlefield are proposed for future development. The two trail areas, McFadden 
Ford Trail/Artillery Monumert and Hazen Trail Connection, require surveys to 
assess the presence of any threatened, endangered, rare, candidate species, or 
critical habitat. 


Description of Site 


Tne Stones River National Battlefield lies within the Central Basin Physiographic 
Province of Tennessee. The Basin contains “limestone cedar glades”. a critical 
natural community type in Tennessee. These are open, rocky areas 
characterized by dry and shallow soils, and a predominance of herbaceous 
vegetation with many endemic and rare plant species. Wooded areas 
dominated by Eastern red cedar, Juniperus virginiana, typically surround the 
open glades. Several cedar glades are located on the Battlefield property and 
have been surveyed extensively by botanists. One Federal Endangered piant 
species and other State listed plant species have been found on these glades. 
Other landscape features on the Battlefield property include old fields, cedar- 
hardwood woodlands, mowed lawns. 


Literature Review 


In November 1976, Dr. Elsie Quarterman and Miller, Wihry and Lee, Inc., 
prepared the Stones River National Battlefield Cedar Glade Report for the 
Denver Service Center, National Park Service. Ecology of the cedar glades was 
discussed as well as historical interpretation and management 
recommenvations. 








The Nature Conservancy funded a project in 1995 for the tiological monitoring 
of the rare species on the Battlefield. The report, by Theresa Hogan, Rob Sutter 
and Nathan Rudd, is titled “Vascular Plant Inventory, Baseline and Photopoint 
Monitoring, and Rare Species Monitoring of the C-lcareous Glades of Stones 
River National Battlefield”. The rare plant species were inventoried and 
mapped. 


Potential Endangered Species 


According to the database at the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation, there are no known reports of rare animal species from the 
Battlefield. One terrestrial species, Tyto alba (Barn owl), has been reported from 
a site two miles to the northeast. Other rare animals in the vicinity are fish 
species found in the Stones River. There are no waterways on the Battlefield 
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property; therefore, habitat does not exist for aquatic species. According to the 
database at the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation and 
the surveys mentioned above, the following rare plant species have been 
reported from the cedar giade areas located on the Battlefield: 


Echinacea tennesseensis (Tennessee coneflower) - Listed Federal Endangered 
Astragalus tennesseensis (Tennessee milk vetch) - Listed State Threatened 


Talinum calcaricum (Limestone Fame-fiower) - Listed State Threatened 

Evolvulus nuttallianus (Evolvulus) - Listed State T’): eatened 

Carex crawei (Crawe’s sedge) - Listed State Special 
Concern 


Other potential Federal and State listed rare plait species that occur within a 5 
mile radius of the Battlefield include Lesquerei/a stonensis, Stones River 
Bladderpod, and Arenaria fontinalis, «:.'2r stitchwort, both found in the 
floodplain and terrace fields of the Stones River and Arabis perstellata var. 
amp.a, large rock cress. 


Due to extensive vegetation surveys conducted on the Battlefield property and 
the limited existing habitat types, it is unlikely that other endangered and 
threatened piant species exit on the property. 


Survey Results 


A terrestrial biological survey of the two trail areas was conducted on September 
7, 1995. A botanist and biologist from the Division of Natural Heritage staff were 
accompanied by Gib Backlund, Chief Ranger, during the survey. In general, the 
variety of habitats present in the surveyed areas include hay field, wooded edge, 
tree-lined roadway and historic lane, old field (successional), maintained trails 
and lawns, and wooded floodplain. The entire proposed project was surveyed 
including a 10 ft. construction buffer on both sides of the traii. No Federal or 
State threatened and endangered plant or animal species were encountered 
within the surveyed project areas. No critical habitat, particularly cedar glades., 
exist within the surveyed project areas. 


Site 1: McFadden Ford Trail/ Artillery Monument 


Three portions of the McFadden Ford Trail were surveyed totaling 1.27 acres; 
the trail alignment, a new parking area and the locations for a number of 
cannons. The trail alignment consists of the paved deadend of Van Cleve Lane 
and a tree-lined, nonpaved historic lane (trace) leading south to the floodplain of 
the Stones River (Figure 1 and 2). An old homesite was located adjacent to the 
lane and the proposed parking area (Figures 3 and 4). The cannons will be 
placed on ihe north and south sides of the trail near the existing monument 
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(Figure 5). The habitat types encountered within the project area include a row 
of trees and shrubs along the lane with weedy herbaceous growth interspersed, 
a disturbed floodplain with some tree cover and an overgrown homesite and 
adjacent oid field. The following is a list of species identified during the survey. 


Tree Species (along the old lane) 
Acer negundo - box elder 


Asimina tnioba - pawpaw 

Fraxinus pennsylvanica - green ash 
Maclura pomifera - osage orange 
Celtis sp. - hackberry 


Juniperus virginiana - Eastern red cedar 





shrub and Woody Vine ies 
Lonicera japonica - Japanese honeysuckle 
Lonicera macki - shrub honeysuckle 
Rosa multiflora - multiflora rose 
Ligustrum sinense - common privet 
Toxicodendron radicans - poison ivy 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia creeper 


Herbaceous Species 

Eupatorium coelestinum - Mistflower 
Phryma leptpstachya - lop-seed 
Boehmenia cylindrica - False nettie 
Phytolacca americana - pokeweed 
Elymus virginicus - wild rye grass 


Tree Species (in the area of the monument) 
Cercis canadensis - redbud 

Albizia julibrissin - mimosa 

Uimus americana - American elm 
Juniperus virginiana - red cedar 

Celtis sp. - hackberry 

Robinia pseudoacacia - black locust 











Herbaceous Species 
Festuca sp. - fescue 
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Site 2: Hazen Trail Connection 


A total of 1.9 acres of existing trail and new trail right-of-way was surveyed. The 
portions of the trail conneciion surveyed include abandoned homesites at 
Blansett Street (Figure 6), a fence line and tree line on the edge of an open hay 
field (Figures 7 and 8), the existing trail along Van Cleve Lane and Park Loop 
Road (Figure 9), and the park visitor stop #6 (Figure 10). The following is a list 
of species identified during the survey. The vegetation communities adjacent to 
these open hay fields consist of smal! stands of successional cedar-oak-hickory 
forests with trees up to 50 years old. 


Herbaceous Plant Species 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia - ragweed 
Sorghum halepense - Johnson grass 
Tndens flavus - purpie top grass 
Lespedeza cuneata - sericea 
Plantago rugeli -plantain 

Paspalum sp. - paspalum grass 
Phytolacca americana - pokeweed 
Kngia sp. - dwarf dandelion 

Setaria glauca - foxtail grass 

Aster sp. - aster 

Vernonia sp. - ironweed 

Polygala sp. - polygala 

Convolvulus arvensis - bindweed 
Verbesina virginica - frostweed 
Solidago canadensis var scabra - goideniod 
Passiflora incarnata - passion flower 
Aster pilosus - frost aster 

Polymnia canadensis - bearsfoot 
Bidens bipinnata - Spanish needies 
Rudbeckia triloba - black-eyed susan 
Croton monanthogynus - croton 
Euphorbia maculata - spurge 
Plantago lanceolata - plantain 
Asclepias verticillata - milkweed 
Lespedeza stricta - Japanese clover 
Croton canitatus - croton 

Ruellia humilis - rueilia 

Achillea millefolium - yarrow 
Polygonum sp. - knotweed 

Sida spinosa - prickly mallow 
Apocynum cannabinum - indian hemp 
Festuca sp. - fescue 
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Tree Species 

Ulmus serotina - September elm 
Maclura pomifera - osage orange 
Carya sp. - hickory 

Diospyros virginiana - persimmon 
Celtis occidentalis - hackberry 
Quercus imbncaria - shingle oak 
Gleditsia triacanthos - honey locust 
Tilia sp. - basswood 

Juniperus virginiana - red cedar 
Quercus muehlenbergii - Chinquapin oak 





Shrub and Woody Vine Species 
Symphoricarpus orbiculatus - coral-berry 
Ligustrum sinense - common privet 
Lonicera japonica - honeysuckle 
Toxicodendron radicans - poison ivy 
Rhus aromatica - fragrant sumac 
Forestiera ligustrina - glade privet 
Rubus sp. - blackberry 





Conclusions 


The on-site biological survey concluded that no Federal or State threatened and 
endangered plant or animal species exist within the proposed new trail 
development areas. No critical habitat or critical natural communities, 
particularly cedar glades, exist within the surveyed project areas. No mitigation 
measures are necessary. Forested areas located along the edges of the open 
fields within the new trail right-of-way will not be impacted by the proposed 


action. 


NPS EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The second sentence of the first paragraph on p. 317 should read as follows: 

| he portions of the trail connection surveyed include abandoned homesites at Blansett Street 
(igure 6), a fence line and tree line on the edge of an open hay field (Figures 7 and 8), the 
existing trail along Van Cleve Lane, the Park Loop Road, the park visitor stop #6, Old 


Nashville Highway (Figure 9), and the Hazen Monument (Figure 10). 


(Note: The captions for Figures 9 and 10 have been changed to reflect the corrected text.) 
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Figure 1: Lane - Historic Trace South of Artillery Monument 





Figure 2: Floodplain along Stones River at End of Lane 
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Figure 3: Proposed Parking Area 





Figure 4: Old Home Site at End of Van Cleve Lane 
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Figure 5: Artillery Monument and Mowed Grounds 
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Figure 6: Blansett Street and Old Nashville Highway 
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Figure 10 Hazen Monument 
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